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Hoss Jargon May Be Music to Film 


Colony, But It's B. 


Ps 


Hollywood, Aug. 27. 

Hoofbeats on the hoss track may | 
be music to Hollywood picture | 
makers, but they are a pain in the | 
boxoffice to exhibs, particularly in| 
the rutabaga districts and small! 
So many protests have come} 
that the 
idea of 
of films 


hayburners. 


| 


towns. 


from the non-horsey fans 


producers are mulling the 


cutting down the number 


based on thoroughbred 


Racetrack jargon, familiar even to 


childrea in the film colony, is a for- 


eign language in the sticks, accord- 


ing to the exhibs, who point to a 
drop in receipts whenever a drama 
is wrapped around a derby. Riding 
to hounds is even less attractive to 
the yokels, who have no use for the 
dressed-up horsemen of the hunt 
clubs, The dirt farmer’s equipment 
for a fox hunt is a pair of overalls 
and a shotgun. 


ASCAP MAY GO 
ON THE RADIO 
VS. RADIO 


The American Society of Com- 
posers, Authors and Publishers may 
take its fight with the broadcasters 
to the public via the broadcasters’ 


own medium—radio. That's an idea 
now being considered more or less 
seriously by ASCAP on the theory 
that if the National Assn. of Broad- 
casters should take the -radio 
fight into the open, the songsmiths 
will do likewise 

Idea would be to buy 


with the ammunition of 


music 


and 


name song 


time 


smiths, nostalgic catalogs, etc., point 
up how much ASCAP music means 
A 

» the backbone of radio. The idea 


of comparing facts 
money costs for 


realized by the 
it 


and figures 
music vs. coin 


radio industry from 


ymmmercial programs would 


(Continued on page 49) 


Offer ‘Neeey Lily’s $ Kin 
Haven In Langtry, Texas 


binniaho: Texas, Aug. 27. 
This southwest Texas ranch town 
has offered a haven from German 
bombs for the daughter and grand- 


daughter of Lily Langtry, English 
stage beauty, for whom the town 
was named. A cable was sent to 
“ort Alloch. Kilmartin, Agrylishire, 
Scotland, to Lady Ivan Malcolm. 
daughter of the famous actress of 


the ’90s by Postmaster Harold Dodd 
(Continued on page 54) 


| classy 





' Struck Trenton Hotel 
Pretties Up Its Pickets 


Trenton, Aug. 27. 
A new high in cooperation between 
striking employees and the boss was 
reached here last week, when the 
management of the Stacy-Trent, 
downtown hostelry, objected 
to appearance of placards used by 

striking waitresses picketing hotel. 
Manager of hotel complained to 
head of 


0. Pain to Exhibs 





union that the picket signs | 


were not in keeping with the dignity | 


of the hotel. He asked permission of 
union prez to buy pickets new signs, 
Hotel footed the bill. 


‘House of All Nations, 


In Paris, Okay Only 


For Nazi Customers 


Bul O'Brien, 
exec in Paris, until 
sisting in official 
with the U. S 
he’s a goad fr 


last week as- 
evacuation duties 
authorities abroad— 
iend of Ambassador 


Joseph P. Kennedy—states that the 
only legit in the ex-French capital, 
i.e. Paris, is Sacha Guitry in ‘Pas- 
teur.’ It’s at the Madelon and was 


‘Folies 
but the 
that nude 
were not de rigeur at the 
moment. On the other hand, the 
House of All Nations, long a Paris 
landmark, is running full blast, but 

say signs in German and French 
exclusively for the use of Germans 

Prominent cafes like Maxim’s, 
Fouquet’s, Cafe de Paris, Colisee, Le 
Triomphe are open, but the stores 
are dark, 


SCHNOZ NOW A SAVANT 
AND AN ACADEMICIAN 


A ig. 27 
Durante 


permitted to reopen last week 
Bergeres’ 
Nazi 


shows 


was set to relight, 


decided 


authorities 


St. Li 


UIs 


Jimmy ‘Schnozzle’ 


Is one 


of the contributors to a new ninth- 


modern McGuffey. 
the St. Louis 
fall 
contribution is 
and is 
in a straightforward fashion 

The volume entitled, 
Fun,” is believed by a committee of 
10 teachers which selected it to meet 
the qualifications necessary for the 
15-20° of pupils classified as slow 
learners or ‘dull normals.’ Others 
who have written stories, none of 
which is more than 15 or 20 pages in 
length, are Col. Charles A. Lind- 
bergh, Lowell Thomas, William H. 
Birnie, Dana Burnet, Sherwood An- 
derson and Albert Richard Wetjen. 


grade reade! a 


that will be used in 


public schools starting with the 


Durante’s 


an essay on 


semester. 


laughter 


written 


The volume also contains several O.| 


Henry stories, a smattering of poetry 
by Tennyson, Christopher Morley 


‘and Leigh Hunt. 


| tlons 


ex-Fox Movietonews 


‘Reading Is! 


‘Recent 


‘8.0, BULLI 


RIGHT ALONG 


Good Weather a. 





Break for Stage Attrac-. 
tions—Managers Now) 


Regret Not Bringing In 
New Plays Sooner 


B’WAY PIX OK ALSO 


Broadway legit grosses, which have 


been soaring for several weeks this 
took a spurt again 


last week, with almost every show 


summer, sharp 


| 
| 
| 
j 
| 
| 


on the list feeling the upward jump. | 
Total gross reached $139,800 for the | 
| week, although only eight presenta- 


are on the boards. Previous 
week's figure, which had been above 
that of the week before, was $123,200, 
also for eight shows. 

Compared to the week of Aug. 21, 


1939, which had a gross of $147,000, | 


last week’s take is regarded as yery 


(Continued on page 52) 


LONDON BLITZ 
SHUTS CINEMAS 


London, 


Reaction to the strikes 


Aug. 27 


by German 
Margate 


film houses in 


(25) 


bombers on 
on Sunday and Folkstone the 
day before was felt severely by the 
large cinemas here last night (Mon- 


day) All of the picture theatres 
regardless of the b.o. calibre of their 
wares, were virtually deserted 

Impression here today was that 
most, if not all, of the larger house - 
will close down at least until Eng 
lands traditionally bad fall weather 
expected in five or six weeks, comes 

» th tight little and lefense 
against the Nazi bombers. 

AS an indication of the socko 
spirit in the West End, London 
amusement-seekers danced and sang 
at impromptu concerts iast night 
and early today (Tuesday) in the 


theatres during Hitler’s longest ail 
blitz of England. 
3-Hour Ad Lib Revue 


News broadcast from London early 
yesterday (Tuesday) morning dis- 
closed that the cast of ‘Black 
vet,’ George Black’s revue at 
Hippodrome, London, gave an 
promptu show lasting more 


the 
im- 
than 


Vel- | 


N.Y. LEGIPS BIG SUMMER BIZ 





“ust Not Interested’ in Films Any 
Longer, Major Reason for B.0. Drop 





March’s 100G Film Chore 
Nets Him Only $12,000 


Hollywood, Aug. 27. 
Fredric March, 
in the David! 
Loew-Albert Lewin film, 


will net only $12,000 on the deal after 


deducting Federal and state taxes 
and other fixed charges. Because 
he’s already in the higher tax 


bracket, he is declining ail 
offers until after next spring. 

Meanwhile, he may do a Broadway 
play or some radio work. 


Warners to Survey 
Latin Likes, Dislikes 
In Matter of Films 


picture 


Hollywood, Aug. 27. 
Milton Krims, Warners. scripter, is 
being dispatched to South America 
by the Burbank studio to study the 


likes and dislikes of Latin-Ameri- 
icans in the matter of screen enter- 
|tainment. Move is preparatory to 


three hours during the height of the | 


raid. 
seats 


Monday night air 
held in its 
bombers circled over 


six-hour 
Audience was 
while the Nazi 


the city. 

The all-clear signal was not 
sounded until 3:30 a.m. London 
time, and it was not until then that 
the show ended. 


‘Came to Dinner’ 


the launching by Warners of several 
vehicles backgrounded against South 
America in an effort to swell the 


‘ompany’s revenues from that sec- 
tor. 

While other major lots are ready- 
ing one or two English-language 
films aimed to appeal to south-of 


the-border plans laid by 
Warners are the most ambitious yet 
developed in the drive for South 
film trade, 
has just 

‘A Full Life 
(Continued on 


HOKE ‘HAMLET’ MAY 
BE BROUGHT TO N.Y. 


patrons, 


Amel ican 
Krims 


script on 


completed the 
’ his final chore 


page 10) 


Cincinnati Aug. 27 
Capt Billy Bryant Ohio Rivet 
showboat impresario who boasts that 

his hoke production of ‘Hamlet 
the worst ever seen on land or sé@a 
mav bring the opus to Broadway in 
the fall Bill Doll and Bernie Hart 
who pre ented thé Sundav evening 
programs by Cecilia Loftus and 
Elsie Janis a couple of seasons ago 


would be the producers Pair 
planed to Cincinnati over the week- 
end to discuss the proposition with 
Bryant, 

According to tentative plans, Doll 
and Hart would present the Bryant 


showboaters at the Little, N. Y., re- 
taining as much of the river style of 
production as possible. Pair would 
prefer to spot the show in a place 
like the American Music Hall, or 
some such house where drinks 
could be served. However, Bryant 


disapproves of the use of likker, so 
that idea is out. Doll is currently 
publicity rep for Mike Todd, while 
Hart, a brother of Moss Hart, is stage 
manager of the original ‘Man Who 
© ynipany, 


drawing down)! 
|$100,000 for his stiné 





‘I'm just not interested in films.’ 

That’s the answer that turned up 
with alarming frequency this week 
|as another group of VARIETY’s cor- 
respondents throughout the U. S, 
continued to ply ‘Dr. Gallup's 32,000, 


‘Flotsam,’ | 909° with the query: ‘Why don’t you 


go to the movies?’ 

Other rejoinders to the question 
from 15 cities follow the general 
pattern of those from 35 key cities 
which were recorded in VARIETY 
last week. They continue to show 
as principal specific reasons for 
shunning the b.o., in order of their 
importance: (1) an insufficient num- 
ber of good pictures; (2) aversion to 
double features; (3) preference for 
sports; and (4) desire to stay home 
and listen to the radio. 

Revelation by Dr. George Gallup 
three weeks ago that ‘32,000,000 per- 
in the United States, who are 
financially able, attend motion pic- 
tures less than once a month’ 
started VARIETY on its q.-and-a.ing 
of that one-fourth segment of the 

(Continued on page 12) 
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FDR WILL HAVE 
LAST WORD 
ON AIR 


sons 


Washington, Aug. 27 
President Roosevelt, as Democrati 
‘andidate, will have the last word 


over the networks as far as the 
presidential campaign is concerned. 
The Democratic National Committee 
put in an order Friday (24) for 
national hookups on Nov. 4, the 
of the election, between 11 p.m 
midnight. 
The hookups that will 
NBC Red and Blue 
Mutual, 


Sth Column Rumors Hurt 
U.S. Tourism in Canada 


fout 
eve 


and 


be used are 
CBS and 


Montreal, Aug. 27. 

Reported that authorities in other 
provinces have requested aid of 
President Roosevelt in combatting 
Fifth Column rumor-mongering in 
the United States which has resulted 
in cutting down appreciably on 
American tourist travel towards 
Canada. 

Among- malicious 
widely circulated in 
food in Canada is rationed and very 
expensive; that the better grades are 
»cing shipped abroad. (Canada has 
an unusually big crop of food this 


libels being 
U. S. is that 


year, with result that prices ares 
rather low.) 

False rumor No. 2 is that gasoline 
is 90c a gallon. (Gas is approxti- 


(Continued on page 53) 
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important Strawhat Entries This 
And Next Week Interest H'wood 


—— 


This week and next are the most 
jroportant of the waning strawhat 
seasc! io §6film company scouts | 
searching the barns for possible | 
story material. There is a flock | 
of tryouts by important writers | 
which are drawing close attention 
of the snooper-outers, including 
three new entries by William Saro- 
yan. 

Barnvard season to date has been 
more or less average in its spawn- 


ing of possible film properties. Only 


one has been bought but a number | 
of others are being eved closely by | 
various story departments and fur- 
ther action, resulting in total .pur- 


chases for the season running up to 
three or four, may be expected. 

Trice of Saroyans are ‘Sweeney in 
the Trees,” which opened at Cape 
May, N. J., last night (Tuesday); 
‘Something About a Soldier,’ which 
will get its tryout at the Bucks 
County Playhouse, New Hope, Pa., 
starting next Monday (2) and “The 
Here of the World,’ which will be 
seen at the Millpond Playhouse, 
Roslyn, L. I, starting Sept. 2. 

Ne Saroyan play has ever been 
bought for films, but with the grow- 
ing importance of the author’s 
name—for publicity purposes, at 
least, without regard to literary abil- 
ity—all studios are giving him a 
careful gandering. “Time of Your | 
Life.” which won both the Pulitzer | 


end N. Y. Drama Critics’ prizes last | contract 


season, was under consideration by | 
#1 companies, but was so written | 
(Continued on page 55) 





SHOW PEOPLE 


ON THE WING: 


The week's best Dorothy Parker 
yarn broke at LaGuardia Field (NY) 
and it was not by, but about her. 
She and her husband Alan Campbell, 
booked for the Coast on Ye Bigge 
Hitie, Transcontinental’s stratoliner, 
laieé in the week. The boys in the 
Press Room jotted the names down 
and when the early evening ship was 
being prepped at Gate 10, went down 
ic look up the couple. 

Yeah, a Mrs. Campbell has gone 
#board—too late to talk to her now; 
ship’s going out in a minute,” said 
the TWA starter. 

Was it Mrs. Alan Campbell, 

(Continued on page 55) 





Dor- 


JESSEL ALL STAR SHOW 
IN ST. LOO BOW SEPT. 6 








Hollywood, Aug. 27. 
Milton Harris leaves tomorrow 
(Wednesday) for St. Louis to set the 
advance bally for George Jessel’s 


which 
6 at the Missouri thea- 


Holiywood all-star stage show, 
opens Sept. 
we 

Supporting Jessel in the unit will 
be Carole Landis, Jean Parker, Steffi 
Duna, Isabel Jewell, Lya Lys and 
Lois Andrews (Mrs. Jessel). 





Brent Assigned ‘Suez’ 
As Raft Is Suspended 


Hollywood, Aug. 27 
George Brent has been assigned to 
co-star with Geraldine Fitzgerald in 
Warners’ ‘South of Suez,’ which 
rolled today (Tues.). Brent goes into 
the spot refused by George Raft, 
who is under suspension, with 
his name _ stricken from Warners 
payroll] until ‘Suez’ is completed. 
Brenda Marshall has the second 
femme lead. Lew Seiler is direct- 
ng. 





now 





Laure!-Hardy’s Tour 





Hollywood, Aug. 27. 
Laurel and Hardy, screen comics, 
@re readying for a personal tour 
which gets under way next month. 
New skit, titled ‘Getting a Driver's 
License,’ which they will use on the 


jaunt, was given a showcasing last | 


week as part of the Red Cross bene- 
fit at Treasure Island, 


James C. Morton plays a support- | 


ing role. 





Nv Y. Fair Is Target Or | 
London Vogue Baap 


London, Aug. 15. 

New York World's Fair is the tar- 
get of a British exports drive. Board 
of Trade announces it views the 
blitzing of the Parisian fashion trade 
as meaning added status for Lon- 
don’s modish output—if it can be 
seen and admired. 

The Fair affords just such an op- 
portunity, and through the medium 
of a permanent selling organization, 
the B. of T. will stage apparel shows 
at the British Pavilion. Organization 
will also operate the drive in asso- 
ciation with hotels and_ fashion 
houses. Coin from the venture will 
go into Government’s Purchasing 
Committee» coffers for Yank plane 


deals. 





BOB HOPE’S METALS 
SIDELINE IN CLEVE. 


ini 
Cleveland, Aug. 27. 
As a sideline Bob Hope, who is 
known in his home-town as Lester 
| Hope, has become a manufacturer of | 
steel doors, sheet metal work and| 
welding in partnership | 
with his brother, Ivor Hope. Flying 
in from Hollywood last week, the | 


screen and radio comedian’ stayed | 


ltwo davs to incorporate the new) 
company under the name of the) 
Hope Metals Products, Inc. 


‘and sales manager. 

Hope said he was negotiating with 
Gloria Jean’s manager to get the 
'Universal singer to replace Judy 
|'Garland on new Pepsodent series 
resuming Sept. 24. 
mount picture, with Bing Crosby, 


ith is 
skedded to start Oct. 15. 


ww 
WW 





Cunning Family May 
Adopt Mae Murray’s Son 


Albany, N. Y., Aug. 27. 

Possibility that the Cunning fam- 
ily of Averill Park will legally 
adopt Koran Mdivani, son of Mae 
Murray, stage star, and her ex-hus- 
band, Prince David Mdivani, came 
last week when thé actress’ 
fight was formally dropped before 
Supreme Court Justice Francis E. 
Bergan. After discontinuance of the 
habeas corpus proceedings brought 
by Miss Murray against Miss Bessie 
Cunning and her brothers, John 
and Cortland. Daniel H. Prior, coun- 
sel for the Cunnings, was asked if 
the would be adopted by his 


clients. 


boy 


‘It is possible,” said Prior, refusing 
further comment, 

Miss Murray's custody battie came 
an end as result of a financial set- 
made by the prince. The 
compromise was described as A 
‘substantial sum,’ ranging from re- 
ports of $15.000 to $30,000. 
included 
his 
court 


to 
tlement 


The terms also waiving 
of claim to the boy by 
Prior filed with the 
release which read 
l\‘abandons and now and 
gives up and quits the said 
and his custody.’ 


WARNERS’ RADIO JUVE 
Detroit, Aug. 27, 

Joe Conti, 15-year-old son of a 
Chrvsler auto worker here, has been 
signed for $150 a week by Warne! 
Bros. io play young John Garfield in 
‘East of the River.’ 

He had made appearances on radio 
programs at WWJ and WXYZ here 


forever 
infant 


N. Y. to L.A. 


Roman Bohnen, 
Alan Campbell. 
Ray Collins. 
Lynn Farnol, 
Joe Glaser. 

Jack Haley. 
Mark Hanna. 

E. Y. Harburg. 
Mann Holiner. 
Jack Lait. 

S. K. Lauren. 
Ruth Matteson, 
John McClain. 
Brewster Morgan. 
Arthur Schwartz. 
Bob Taplinger. 
Alfred Wallenstein. 


He's | 
billed on letterheads as director and | 
|board chairman, with Ivor as prez) 


His next Para- | 


custody | 


mother. 
her | 
in part that she} 


10%er’s 10%er 


Hollywood, Aug. 27. 

There were gentlemen's gentle- 
men in the old English com- 
edies, and now Hollywood breaks 
out with an agent's agent. 

Ben Carter, agent for most of 
the Negro atmosphere thespians 
on Central Avenue, has stepped 
into an actor's job and delegated 
the Lou Irwin agency to handle 
his agent chores while he is 
trouping. 








Show Biz Steals 


Spotlight at Rally 
Of Jersey Dems 


Sea Girt, N. J., Aug. 27. 


lar Follies,’ for which New Jersey’s 


political czar assembled a cast that} 


Saturday (24), 
crat-inclined citizens 


when 





mums aS be caught going 


Mayor Frank Hague’s ‘Million Dol- | 


not even the old Keith's Palace in its 
heyday could match, drew SRO narele 
200,000 Demo- | 
flocked to the | 


HARVARD ENCORES 


Squarer for Cantor Followed by OK 
en Ann Corio 








Cambridge, Mass., Aug. 27. 

Ann Corio can be perfectly at ease 
even when ‘conversing with persons 
of culture,’ this college burg learned 
last week. It obtained its knowledge 
first hand at society clambakes and 
hunt club luncheons which were 
tossed for the stripeuse in rapid suc- 
cession by socialites who'd just as 
soon be seen in last year’s mink cape 
into a burley 
house. 

It also learned of the peeler’s pro- 
pensities for perspicacity in the pro- 
gram notes at the Summer Theatre, 
on the Harvard campus, where she 
| was appearing in ‘The Barker.’ Said 
| the program's author. 

‘Miss Corios great success has had 





>... effect upon her character. | 
Fundamentally sweet and _ whole- 
some, she is extremely well read, 


| keenly interested in current affairs, 

| and is perfectly at ease when con- 

versing with any person of culture.’ 
| Final crack about her ability to 
|talk with ‘any person of culture’ 
burned Miss Corio’s friends here as 
| hitting a low in bad taste, although 

| probably intended to be complimen- 
itary. It also recalled a similar Har- 
'vard boner when Eddie Cantor, a 
pn years ago, was introduced to the 
boys with an assurance that ‘he is 
a gentleman’, 


| military reservation for a reception | 


' to the state’s favorite sons. 
| the 


The mammoth throngs 
| shore in turmoil, 
i'schedules all day 


put 


'show which all hands agreed sur- 
| passed anything in New Jersey's his- 
| tory. even the demonstrations for 


Alfred E. Smith in 1928 and Frank- 
lin D. Roosevelt in 1932. 

Carnival performers, trick cyclists, 
| vocalists, magicians, musicians and 
scores of other entertainers did their 


the candidates later delivered their 
| addresses. A public address system 
‘carried the entertainment and the 
speeches to the farthest corners of 


the camp grounds and sent them 
winging away over rooftops and 
waterways to be heard in- nearby 


towns along the shore. 

Biz Thrives 
Concessionaires barked their wares 

from innumerable stands, and the 

various vendors did a thriving busi- 

(Continued on page 53) 





Trendle Wants Trevor, 
‘Queen’ as s Air Serial 


Hollywood, Aug. 2 

George Trendle, Detroit taille 
biggie, is in town to close a deal with 
Frank Melford for the ether rights to 
the picture, ‘Silver Queen,’ to be 
produced for Paramount by Century 
Pictures. Usually Trendle _ sells 
screen rights to his radio serials to 
the film studios, 

Deal includes a bid for Claire 
Trevor to repeat her screen role in 
the serial. 

L. A. to N. Y. 

Annabella. 

Margaret Becker. 

Roberta Becker. 

Ralph Bellamy. 

John Bodner. 

Joe Brown, Jr. 

Martin Broones. 

Johnny Burke. 

Bing Crosby. 

Jerry Danzig. 

Cecil B. DeMille. 

Jacques Deval. 

Max Factor. Jr. 

Y. Frank Freeman. 

Helen Gahagan. 

Bob Gillham. 

Lud Gluskin 

Harry Goetz. 

Larney Goodkind. 

Theresa Helburn. 

Morris Helprin. 

Henry Jaffe 

Mrs. Jack Kapp. 

Auriol Lee. 

Otho Lovering. 

Charles MacArthur. 

Ward Morehouse. 

Willitm H. Pine. 

Donald Randolph. 

Billy Rose. 

James Roosevelt. 

Ben Rubin. 

Joseph M. Schenck. 

Joe Seidelman. 

Peggy Scheuerman. 

Al Seckler. 

Arthur Solomon. 

Lawrence Tibbett. 

Mabel Todd. 

Ernest Truex. 

Philip Truex. 

_Margaret Websier. 

Arnold Weissberger. 

Bob Williams. 


air 





disrupted railroad | 
and produced a | 


stuff from the platform from which | 


U SUES SULLAVAN ON 
2-YEAR-OLD FILM PACT 


Hollywood, Aug. 27. 

Universal, which for two years has 
had a contract with Margaret Sulla- 
van, has gone to court in an effort to 
bring the actress into the U fold. 
_ Studio has obtained an injunction 
order restraining her from making 
| pictures for any other company. 

Writ, a temporary one, comes up 
'for hearing tomorrow (Wed.) before 
, Judge Emmet Wilson on U's plea 
that it be made } permanent. 


Gracie Fields’ $10,000 


From Manitoba Dates 


Winnipeg, Aug. 27. 

Gracie Fields, currently touring 
Canada in the interests of the Navy 
League, played to approximately 
27,000 people or more during her 
four-day stay in the province of 
Manitoba. Opening Saturday (17) 
|in the city of Brandon, she appeared 
before 4,000; Sunday Miss Fields 
played to 7,000 soldiers at a military 
camp outside Brandon. Monday and 
Tuesday were Winnipeg dates where 
she played in the old Amphitheatre. 
Two complete sellouts were the 
Winnipeg result making the total 
14,000 paid admissions. In addition 
to the concert in the Amph. public 
address systems carried the concert 
to the adjoining Stadium where an- 
3,000 were seated. 

Concert bookers in Winnipeg re- 
port this to be the largest response 
;ever accorded a single artist in the 
history of the city. Police state only 
[time they had larger crowds to 
handle was during Royal Visit of last 
year. Entire proceeds (over $10,000) 
go to coffers of Navy League of 
Canada, side branch. 


Jean Renoir Deals Hot 


Hollywood, Aug. 27. 
Jean Renoir, French director, is 
being offered to Hollywood studios 
by Nat Deverich, with several pros- 


thar 
Vue. 


pective deals reported hot. 

Pilot of ‘Grand Illusion.” ‘The 
| Human Beast’ and other French hits 
is now in Portugal, en route to 
America 


Milestone on ‘Swan’ 


Hollywood, Aug. 27. 
Lewis Milestone has been set by 
| William Hawks’ United Producers 
| Corp. to direct ‘The Swan,’ with 


| Ronald Colman starred. 

Picture will be the first for United, 
, which will release three through 
| RKO during 1940-41. 





SAILINGS 


Aug. 29 (Los Angeles to New 
| York), Eddie Cantor (Manhattan), 
tan). 


Aug. 24 (New York to Barbados), 
Ray LeStrange (America). 


Joe Brown, Sally Eilers (America). 
Aug. 23 ONLY. to Rio de Janeirc) 
Phil Reisman, Allen Noye (Brazil). 





of the ‘Scandals.’ 


HWOOD ALL SET 
FOR HAPPY, 
SAYS BUCK 


By BILL HALLIGAN 
Hollywood, Aug 
Mr. Happy Hemmingway 
Palace Beach, N.Y, 
Dear Happy: 
I got your letter Happy and sorry 
_you are so upset concerning wa} and 
the draft as if you had not been jy. 
ing about your age for so long would 
not be in a jam regarding same and 
ithe draft. They is a lot of the lads 
out here what is getting hitched to 
| some jane to duck same which js 
like jumping from the Folly Markus 
time to the Fanshum and Marko so 
beware of puttin that same hoop of 
despair which i have niknamed the 
‘wedding ring On some hungry dame’s 
third finger left hand because 
all is said and done what is 





= 
a, 





after 


a year 

in a good training camp with a Jot 
of fellahs what has never heard your 
routine and you would be a riot and 
the captains’ fav as soon they 
know you can hop the buck. 

I has everything all set for vou out 
|here and next month I go into a 
|picture with Dave Butler about the 
racetrack so I has been down to Pat 
O’Brien’s racetrack at Del-Mar get- 
ting in the mood for same and who 
do you think I see but George White 


as 


Remember when 
we played with them in Hoboken 
and they open the show, Ryan and 
White I mean, and Lew Brice, 


an- 
other hoofer, is down there and -o 
is Buck Mack of Miller and Mack 


and Donsie Kerr all playing hosses 


instead of theatres. 

I wrote down all the fellahs you 
no out here so when you get here 
you can call same up and go right 
to work. 

Loads of Ex-Vauders 

They is loads of fellahs vou no 

here, you no Rufus LeMaire sure vou 


do and he is at Columbia and puts 
actors to work so you are a cinch at 
Columbia, and then Billy Grady you 
no Billy Grady sure vou do he 
with Eddie Kellar and you used 


was 
10 


see him going into the Friars al) the 
time with Van and Schenck. And 
then they is Brinie Foy whoa owns 
Warner Bros. and he has alls to do 
With the hirin and firn and vou is 
a cinch in that spot. 

Remember Eddie Mannix from 
Loew's 7th Ave. siire vou do and we 
worked with him one summer at 
Palisades Park when you got the 


brushoff from that blonde parachute 


jumper and Harry Breen was on the 
bill, well he is boss of M-G-M and 

remembers all the boys so you can 
get by there like picking up sticks 
and Eddie Buzzell who was in Gus 
Edward's birthday party act with 


Canter and Jessel he is director and 


so is Sammy Lee, and if you dont 
remember Sammy he will remember 
you so alls you have to do is get 
here and you is a cinch, but bring 
some dough with you. 
$30 for Single Acts 

They is going to pay 30 bucks & 
month in the draft for singles but 


they don’t say how much for doubles 
so it will be better to go single and 


doubleup after with some young fel- 
lah as a stooge like you did with 
Bedini and Arthur when I first met 
you. I see Frank Orth of Orth and 
Fern and he was askin for you and 
Robert Emmet Keene and John T 
Murray and George McKay. They is 


alls doing swell and has ranchs in the 
Valley and Jimmy Conlin of Conlin, 
Steele and Carr comes oveél and 
plays the piano every night when he 


is not picking walnuts and Jack Nor- 
ton what worked with Jim Corbett. 
remember sure you do, well Jack 


is a nut on roses and all he does all 
'day is dig em up and plant em all 
over again with a book in one hand 
and a spade in the other. 

| So long Happy right soon and start 
to grow a beard before you leave 


little old Manhattan so you can £0 


| 


right into the Westerns when and if 
you get here and maybe you can do 
same and the draft board wil! not 
be wise that you is really a punk. 
Write me a pst card when you 
‘reach Harrisburg and I will have the 


2 


Aug. 24 (West Indies Cruise} Harry cot ready for you in the garage us 


once a pal always a pal. 
your pa! 
Buck. 
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Rumbles of N.Y. Roxy's Band Revues 


Denied; B way Capitol's Stageshows? 





Report that the Roxy, N. Y., is 
gonsidering a .pit-band policy simi- 
lar to that developed five years ago 


by the Paramount and later installed | 
by Warner Bros. at the Strand, is de- | 


nied by Jack Partington. During the 
past week it was said overtures had 
been made to Local 802, musicians 
union, concerning arrangements in 


the event such a policy were inaugu- | 


rated 

Meantime, it is said the Capitol 
may return to stage shows in some 
form or another, with the Metro- 
Loew home office concerned over re- 
cent grosses of some of the Metro 
pictures at the theatre, including the 
last two Hardys. Theatre is the only 
one in the first-run de luxe category 
outside of the smaller-seat Rivoli 
that is in straight film, with result 
opposition from the Music Hall, Par, 
Strand and Roxy has been 
thing to contend with. 

Partington stated that while a pit- 
band policy for the Roxy was not 
under consideration, as claimed in 
union and other circles, the theatre 
had discussed booking Kay Kyser. 
The Par is also considering Kyser. 

Roxy also was dickering for the 
Ritz Bros. to piay the house with 
‘Argentine Nights,’ in which they ap- 
pear. House also wanted the An- 
drews Sisters, in the same picture, 
but the whole deal is off 


Ritzes’ Terms 

Hollywood, Aug. 

Ritz Bros. dicker for week Au 
to appear in conjunction with their 
picture, ‘Argentine Nights,’ at the 
Roxy, N. Y., is stalled. Hitch is that 
the boys want $12,500 for the stanza, 
a boost of $5,000 above the $7,500 
guarantee they got for current week 
at the Chicago theatre, Chicago, 
without their picture on the screen. 


27. 
a 
> 


30 


Korda’s Flying Carpet 
(With Arch Supports) 
In Not So Gala Preem 


Der 
Probably no magic carpet since 


the first Arabian night has had such 


a glamorous (total cost of glamor: 
$28.47) and yet so ignominious an 
unfurling as that given the flying 


floorcovering in Alexande: 
current ‘Thief of Bagdad.’ 


Korda’s 


Rambling rug in question was on 
a 24-sheet Not any 24-sheet mind 
you, but the first 24-sheet on ‘Thief’ 
to g0 up in the Times Square area 
So United Artists had an official un- 
veiling and preview, the first pre- 
view of a poster the industry has 
ever held (s'help us, the UA pub- 
licity said so) It was all very 
glamorous—-or as glamorous as any- 
thing at 48th street and Sixth ave. 


could be—with Powers models (four, 
at $5 each), champagne (one bottle, 
domestic, 97c at Macy's) and 50 
Pigeons (homing variety, 15c each 
for the rental). 

[gnominy was heaped on when the 
crowd of Sixth unemployed 
departed revealing a store below the 
sign And such a store—J. J. Keys 
Mfrs. of Flexible Arches with Soft 
Metatarsal Pads.’ 


avenue 


A flying carpet with arch supports 
Tsk, tsk, Mr. Korda! 


U.S. Halts Col. Shots 
Of Reeves Air Field 


Hollywood, Aug. 27. .- 
While Uncle Sam is extending to 
the film companies his full coopera- 
tion when it comes to the production 
of pictures aimed to advance the na- 
tion’s new defense program, there are 
s9me things he will not permit pho- 
tographed, Sidney Salkow, direct- 
ing Columbia's ‘Alias the Lone Wolf,’ 
Was lensing footage through the 
Wilmington, Calif., bridge when 
Navy agents put in an-appearance. 
Seems the shots would have in- 
Cluded Reeves field, Navy air base, 
in the distance, so Salkow was forced 
to have a duplicate of the bridge 
Constructed on the Columbia lot. 





some- 





Banjo vs. Torpedo 


Hollywood, Aug. 27. 

Eddie Peabody is trading his 
banjo for a torpedo, which is 
less musical but more warlike. 

A reserve lieutenant in the 
U. S. submarine service, Peabody 
sent word from Chicago that he 
has checked in for actual Naval 
work. 


WB Execs In US. 
To Care For WB 
Evacuated Kids 


Carrying out its plans on the q. t., 
Warner Bros. is evacuating the chil- 
dren of its own employees in Great 








Britain for the duration of the war. | 


| It is the first film company to take 

such responsibility and such action. 
Harry M. Warner instigated the pro- 
gram. 


The kids are being brought to this 


country and through the Warner 
home office are being placed into 
the homes of executives of the film 


organization, to be taken care of un- 
til it is safe for them to return to 
their homeland. Thus they are com- 
ing into the U. 8. under more direct 
auspices than other British 
children. 

First consignment of 25 arrived in 


Quebec last week, 23 of them get-| 
ting down te New York Sunday 
night (25). Two were retained in 


Quebec because they broke out with | 


chicken pox. Boat on which they 
were transported from England was 
kept a secret from WB until the kids 
landed, it is understood. 
Another batch of 14 young 
and of Warner men 
Britain is due sometime next week. 


sons 


daughters in 


METRO SETS ‘COMRADE’ 
AS NEXT GABLE FILM 


Hollywood, Aug. 27 

Clark Gable’s next starrer at 
Metro is ‘Comrade X,’ which means 
the temporary shelving of ‘Osborne 
of Sing Sing’ and ‘Witch of the Wil- 
derness,’ previously on his schedule. 
‘Comrade,’ written by Ben Hecht 
and Charles Lederer, was originally 
slated for Robert Montgomery in 


England, but was called off when the 
war became too hot 

Picture is Gottfried Reinhardt’s 
first production assignment on the 
Culver Citv lot. King Vidor directs 


Gelsey Gathers Material 
For DeSylva Collab Yarn 


Erwin Gelsey, Paramount writer 
arrived in New York last week to 
gather atmosphere material for a 
story on which he is collabing .with 
B. G. DeSylva. It’s understood this 


is to be the second picture under 
| the two-picture producing deal De- 
Sylva holds with Par. ; 
“ Dé@Sylva is currently engaged in 
readying ‘Panama Hattie,’ musical, 
for a Broadway opening in October. 


Carlson’s Director-Actor 
Negotiations With RKO 


Hollywood, Aug. 27 
Richard Carlson is dickering with 
RKO on a director-actor. deal -in- 
volving his own play, ‘As We Go. 


Marching.” 

Currently acting in RKO’s ‘No, No, 
Nanette.” Carlson has had experi- 
as a director in stage stock. 


ence 


refugee 


a 





H'WOOD WILLIN 
‘TO BE CONVINCE 


| 
| 


Producers Decide to Go 
After 
Same Way They Do Play- 
ers— Films’ Actor and 


Writer Ranks, Plus Radio 
and Little Theatres Seen 


| Future Meggers 


| NEWCOMERS SCORE 








| 
| 
Hollywood, Aug. 

Film moguls, after years of com- 
plaining about what they were wont 
to refer to as the ‘dire need’ for fresh 
| directorial talent, have finaily set out 
to do something about the situation. 
Admittedly amazed by the artistic 
results obtained by some of the em- 
bryo pilots uncovered during the 
jlast year, lot chiefs, in spite of the 
current. economic pinch, are setting 
aside appropriations with which to 
finance further searches for neo- 
phytes and for their training in 
talker-making methods. 

Plant execs, who have 
labored under the impression 
| picture pilots are born rather than 
(Continued on page 55) 


27. 


long 





WB MUSICS BIG 
FILM SEASON 


Warner Bros. publishing group is 
having one of its biggest seasons in 
of 
film 


years in the disposition syn- 


chronization rights to com- 


panies, 


In addition to the 
‘Bitter Sweet’ score (Harms), it’s 
licensed George Gershwin’s ‘Strike 
Up the Band’ (Harms) and ‘You Re- 
mind Me of Mother’ and ‘The Name 
of Kelly’ (Witmark) for the George 
M, Cohen production, ‘Little Nellie 
Kelly, adapted from Cohan’s original 
Stage version 

Universal has bought ‘A Little Bit 
of Heaven’ (Witmark) as themer for 
the Gloria Jean picture of the same 
while 20th Century-Fox is 
using ‘South American Way’ in the 
musical, ‘Down Argentine Way.’ 


Modified Prohibition 


In France May Cue 
Bootlegging in U. S. 


from this source. 


name, 


Bootlegging of a sort in America, 


seven years after repeal, bids fair to 


come into force as a result of the 
new Petain government's decree in 
Vichy that the French limit thet 
alcoholic maximums to 16% That 
doesn't affect wines but cognacs 
and liquers, two of France's choicest 
export items, if the 16% alcoholic 
maximum obtains for the foreign 
market also, will probably see 
themselves ‘spiked’ with alky for 
American consumption. 

Another | manifestatjon... of.. the 
European blitz is the shortage of 
Heineken’s (Holland) beer, for which 
one showman, peculiarly addicted 
to it, used to pay $15 a case. One 


class bistro has quite a bit on hand 
and is willing to resell it at $25, with 
$35 a case for the beer now the mar 
ket price. 


_._ED KAUFMAN JOINS WB 


Hollywood, Aug. 27. 
Edward Kaufman, former produ- 
cer at 20th-Fox and RKO, has joined 
the scripting staif at Warners. 
| First job is ‘Affectionately Yours.’ 


BREAK FOR NEW DIRECTORS 





‘Red Charges Against Hollywood 


Neophyte Pilots 


as Nurturing Gronuds for 
ter filming with Kenneth 
| 





Berle Wins by Nose 


Hollywood, Aug. 27. 

Milton Berle won a 20th-Fox 
player contract by a _ bobbed 
nose. Actor’s remodeled profile 
will be unveiled on the screen 
in ‘The Great American Broad- 
cast, which will be back- 
grounded against radio. 

Picture is slated for early win- 
Mac- 





gowan producing. 


John Royal 
Takes Sudden 

















| 
he 


' 


that | 


Trip Abroad 


John F. Royal, NBC program 
chief, planed for Europe suddenly 
last Wednesday (21). He will be 


back in two weeks. 


Reason given for his departure 


was that he just wanted to have a 


talk with the members of NBC's 
European staff It was reported 
that the NBC staffmen in England 


| want to discuss contingency angles 


| with 


Royal. 
tions of 
feeding 
quest 
pletely disrupted 
ing steup. 

NBC was also reported last week 


There are also ques- 
co-ordinating the various 
points, since the Nazi con- 
of has 


the come 


interlink- 


the old 


|as having impressed upon commen- 


' 
Metro leads among buyers 


tators using its facilities the need for 
cutting out personal speculations and 


opinions, and sticking to the news 
coming over the wires from ac- 


credited news collecting sources. 


COWAN, COLUMBIA, U 


| insisting 


DICKERING TEMPLE 


Hollywood, Aug. 27. 
Banner under which Shirley Tem- 


ple returns to the will be 


decided 


screen 


within the next weeks 
huddles 
George Temples, and 
agent Regardless 
bids, however, the elder 


that the 


two 


at between her parents, the 
Frank Orsatti, 
of current 
Temples are 


moppet will be 


her 


| permitted to make only one picture 


annually or, at 
a two-year period. 

Of all offers to date, 
three have been singled out for first 

They are Lester 
who has had F. Scott 
titled 
in mind; 


the most, three over 


received 


consideration. 
Cowan, indie, 

Fitzgerald yarn 
‘Cosmopolitan’ with Shirley 


author a 


Columbia's proposal, which involves 
Gladys Lehman's original ‘June 
Madness.’ and Universal’s Joe Pas- 
ternak s negotiations 

Mets ) and Hal Roach ] i eet 
talking or Dasis if long-term con- 
tracts, b have bes ruled 
put yy former 20th-Fox moppet's 


Beery Fights $600,100 


False Arrest Action 


of %e 9" we o>” 7 ‘ od 
Hollywood, Aug. 27. 
Wallace Beery, screen star, fired 
the first gun in his defense against 
a $600,100 suit brought in L. A. Su- 
perior court by Allen Whitney, 26, 
when he filed answer stating there 


was ‘probable cause’ for Whitney’s 
detention by police. Complainant 
eharges he was arrested without 


cause Whik-e-+nm- Beery’s Bevery 
Hills home Nov. 22, 1939 

Beery also alleged in 
that Whitney, whom he 
sidered adopting, had released 
} from all claims last Jan. LL. 


his answet 
once con- 


him 


organizer, 


Given the Lie; Dies Okays Filmers 


+> 


{ 
Hollywood, Aug. 27. 

| The ‘Red’ scare which threatened 
‘to upset the film colony after John 
UL, Leech testified before the L. A. 
| County grand jury that several top 
|actors, writers and directors are 
|Communists, apparently blew town 
;when Chairman Martin Dies of the 
| Congressional committee investigat- 
ling un-American activities left the 


|Coast. Several actors rushed here 
ito make denials before Dies, but 
'when most of them arrived the 


chairman had departed for San Fran- 
cisco, where he tarried only two days 
befere starting a national tour. 

Humphrey Bogart, Philip Dunne, 
Fredric March and James Cagney 
managed to get to Dies time to 
brand Leech, a former Communist 
as an ‘unmitigated liar.’ 

ies then issued a statement giving 
the four a clean bill of health, stating 
that, in his opinion, they were not 
now and never had ‘been connected 
with the Communists or other sub- 
versive groups. 

Franchot Tone and others plan to 
appear before Dies when he returns 
to New York. However, the flurry 
caused by Leech’s tes‘imony appears 
to have passed, the net result being 
that Lionel Stander lost a job with 
Republic’s ‘Hit Parade,’ although he 

(Continued on page 10) 


Tone Stails $50,000 
Roles for Chance To 
Tell Dies He’s Loyal 


: Hollywood, Aug. 27 
Franchot Tone is being offered to 
the studios for around $50,000, with 


several producers interested. Hitch, 
however, is that he momentarily re- 
fuses to close any deal because of 
his eagerness to remain in New York 
until the Dies Congressional com- 
mittee resumes its hearings in the 
east. 


He wants to testify that he has no 
red tendencies before signing a 


working pact. 
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Nuisance of Handling Pennies, 
Due to 10% Tax Levy, Will Cause 


Revamp of All Admish Scales 





Because of the great amount of Mary Martin Sought 


frouble in handling pennies due to 
the odd amounts collectible as a re- 
sult of the new defense tax, theatres 
this fall may rearrange scale sched- 
ules so that the tax comes out at an 
even amount where it is possible 
under the 10% levy to do this. In 
such cases, it is believed the average 
operator may step up his price a lit- 
tle bit rather than reduce as some 
have done in order to arrive at an 
even figure, 

Cashiers of theatres are squawk- 
ing plenty, it is claimed, because of 
the large number of coppers that 
have to be handled now. The cage 
girls report that the many odd 
amounts at which admissions now 
come to is not only driving them to 
nervous breakdowns but, during 
rush hours, is slowing the selling of 
tickets very noticeably. According 
to one operator, studying the situa- 
tion for a large chain, the handling 
of $10 in pennies within an hour is 
very common. 

The danger of making mistakes is | 
another angle to the problem with 
the handling of so many pennies. 
Even the most experienced cashiers 
make change mistakes when it’s in | 
silver. 

While an effort may be made to 
reduce the trouble of the coppers, 
it can be done on only certain ad- 
missions but is impossible to eradi- 
cate altogether, unless there are, 
cuts. 

How It Figures 

A net 27c admission to the theatre 
will add to an even 30c with tax. A 
36c price will likewise come out at 
an even 40 and a 45c net to the thea- 
tre will. with the tax stuck on, ar- 
rive at an even half dollar, but it 
can’t be done with a 30 or 40c ad- 
mission. This is due to the fact that 
the tax is 10% «n each 10c or frac- 
tion thereof. 

However, if the theatres seek to 
save themselves the burden of 
pennies in part and go to 27c where 
the price is now 25c net; to 36c 
where it is now 35c, or to 45c where | 
it is now 40c, the result will be a 


slight increase in the average ad- 
missions charged. 
Although it is impossible to step 


up a 30 or 40c admission a couple 
pennies to break even on silver 
money, in both cases if a theatre de- 
termines to get rid of pennies alto- 
gether cuts can be taken. In other 
words if a theatre now charges 30c, 
collecting 3c tax for a total of 33c, it 
can drop to 27c net, add the 3c tax 
and come out at 30c. Likewise but 
less desirable at the higher scale of 
40c. if that is being collected now 
with 4c added, the boxoffice can drop 
io 36c and come out at an even 40 
On each ticket 

Pointed out a theatre could 
on these two figures, while 
ing on others and perhaps arrive at 
about the same average admish as 
now. meantime eliminating the diffi- 
culty with coppers. 


drop 


increas- 


Even Off Tax in NW 

Aug. 27. 
Twin City independent exhibitors 

and those throughout the 

believe the odd pennies 

charge, resulting from the 


Minneapolis. 


territory 
admission 
addition 


of the new defense tax to the basic 
price, hurts business and are con- 
sidering a plan to eliminate them. 
Northwest Allied’s central Minne- 
sota group already has solved the 
‘problem.’ Instead of continuins 

28c, including tax. they’]! go to 30c 


on five davs and 20c on two days a 
week, the 30c to jnclude the tax. 

In Minneapolis and St. Paul the 
proposal is for the 28c spots to jump 
to 30c, including tax. Before mak- 
ing the change, however, the inde- 
pendents say they're waiting for 
Minnesota Amus. Co. (Paramount) to 
take the lead and to shorten clear- 
ance in the Twin Cities. Its ex- 
pected that with the advent cf the 
all and winter season the big chain 


will raise their admission from 44c | 


Os car 


For New Serlin Show 


Hollywood, Aug. 27. 


Mary Martin is being flagged by | 
role in a} 


Serlin for the top 
drama, ‘With Loving Care,’ 
for Broadway production in 
November. 

Walter Hart. who dramatized 
Primrose Path, is writing the Ser- 
lin show, 


stage 
slated 





Complete U. S. 


to 50c top, including tax, for all ‘A’ |} 


pictures and, instead 
fixed admission policy, even will go | 
higher for particularly outstanding | 
films—65c and 75c being mentioned. | 

Trade insists that rising operating | 
costs call for an admission boost. The | 
only reason they've laid off the jus- | 
jified boost, they point out, is be- | 
cause business conditions have been | 
so far under par and the general | 
public isn’t in a position to stand the | 
increase. 


of having a/! 


Film Exit Held 


Near in Japan 


due American film companies main- 
taining distribution offices in Japan 
is precipitating a crisis, the probable 
outcome of which will be the with- 
drawal of all American motion pic- 
ture activities from Japan and 
Manchuria. Nipponese government 
has notified representatives of 
American film companies that re- 
strictions against transfer of amy 
money. out of the country have been 
tightened. Any funds on hand must 
be converted into government bonds. 

Discussion of the new regulations 
was held at the Hays office yester- 
day (Tuesday) at a meeting at- 
tended by only a few officials of the 
foreign departments of the film com- 
panies. Effort will be made to ob- 
tain further information, with the 
probability that commercial agents in 
the Japanese embassy in Washington 
will be asked to intercede with their 
government before a break in busi- 
nss relations takes place. 

Since the beginning of the Jap- 
Chinese war three years ago there 
has been -a tightening of currency 


regulations affecting American film | 


companies and other foreign indus- 
tries operating in Japan. 

Under threat to discontinue ship- 
ping films to Japan American film 
distributors more than a year ago 
forced an agreement by which cash 
earned by American companies was 
deposited in a California bank un- 
der an escrow agreement restricting 
its withdrawal for a 
period. 

New demand that the film com- 
panies convert their Japanese earn- 
ings into war bonds will 
the escrow plan 


three-year 


‘Restrictions too Tough 


Tokyo, Aug. 9. 

A day when American films no 
longer will be seen in Japan appears 
to be approaching Present re- 
strictions on pic distributors here 
are as drastic as they possibly could 
be short of a law actually prohib- 
| iting the import of American films. 

The eight major U. S. 
here have only nine 
films on hand, two of 
been set for 
few weeks. 
be in the offing 
portation of 
these have 


which 


now for the im- 
additional picts when 
been released 


McNutt Ends ‘Live’ 
Holiywood, Aug. 27 
Patterson McNutt has completed 
the script for Metro’s ‘Come Live 
With Me,’ and cheeked off the lot. 
McNutt co-authored the 
yarn with Virginia Van Upp. 


original 


supersede 


companies 
unreleased 
have 
release within the next 
No permits are said to 


Power to Topline In 
20th’s ‘Down to Sea’ 


Hollywood, Aug. 27. 

Tyrone Power falls heir to ‘Down 
to the Sea in Ships,’ vehicle in which 
Elmer Clifton two decades ago 
| launched Clara Bow on her way to 
a film career. 20th-Fox will put it 
before the cameras early in 
tember. 

Meanwhile, the company has had a 
camera unit gathering storm footage 
al se@a. 


Eleanor Harris’ Sut 
Vs. 20th’s ‘Brigham 
Young’ For Pix Credit 


| Eleanor Harris, writer, filed suit 
Friday (23) in N. Y. federal court 
against 20th Century-Fox, seeking an 
| injunction against the distribution of 
‘Brigham Young’ until such time as 
ithe film company gives her appro- 
priate screen credit. The film was 
| previewed in Salt Lake City the day 
| the suit was brought, with the na- 
tional release date set for Sept. 13. 


Miss Harris claims to be the author | 
of an original story called ‘Prophets | 


of Empire,’ which, after numerous 
rejections by Darryl F, Zanuck, was 
accepted in February, 1940. The 
| plaintiff was given $1,000 for an op- 
‘tion on the story and employed as a 
writer. 


| 1940, was joined for four months by 
| Louis Bromfield. The plaintiff as- 
, serts in the completed picture, which 
,cost in excess of $2,000,000, she is 
_credited with story research only. 
,and all other screen credit goes to 
| Bromfield. Until she is granted joint 
| credit, she asks a court injunction on 
the grounds that failure to do so will 
seriously hurt her reputation and 
| future. 


DALTONS WILL TAKE 
AN ENCORE FOR U 





its last projectile and the Jast Dal- 
ton brother lay writhing on the 
ground in Universal's current ‘When 
the Daltons Rode,’ critics through- 
out the country remarked positively: 
‘Well, at least there will be no ‘Re- 
turn of the Daltons’ because there 
are no Daltons left to return.’ 
They didn’t count on the canniness 
of the studio, however, for, with the 


| 


success of early engagement of ‘Rode’ | 


it appears very probable that at least 
one of the boys will be aboard his 
pinto again for a return engage- 
ment. Tipoff is registration with the 
Hays office of the titles, ‘Return of 
Bob Dalton’ and ‘Return of Grat 
Dalton.’ 

Technicality that will permit the 
holdover is the fact that the audi- 
ence sees the boys shot full of lead 
but doesn’t actually see them die. U 


figures there’s nothing to prevent 
them from having recovered from 
their wounds. And the studio is 


backed by history, for one of the 
brothers, Emmett, did get well and 
wrote one of the two 
which U based its film. Volume, 
authored in collaboration with Jack 
Jungmeyer, and bearing the same 
title as the picture, was bought from 
Emmett’s widow, who is still alive. 


Critics’ comment on ‘Return of the | 


Daltons’ based on 
20th-Fex to ‘Jesse James’ after that 
notorious bad man was killed at the 
end of the film named for him 
Twentieth had his brother come back 
to get vengeance in “The Return of 
Frank James.’ 


was 


- —_ 


Kenton on ‘Dr. Christian’ 
Hollywood, Aug. 27 

Erle C. Kenton has been signed by 

Stephens-Lang to polish the first of 

the 1940-41 ‘Dr. Christian’ features 


for RKO release. 
Lee Loeb has compieted the un- 
titled screenplay. Cameras rol] at 


General Service studio Sept. 5 





Other News Pertaining to Pictures 





British Lion takes over GN 


Concert managements in muddle.. 
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Sep- | 


: — She worked on the screen | 
Impounding of money and credits | play for a month and then in April, 


When the last six-shooter has fired | 


books on| 


sequel by} 


Poor’s Survey Bullish on Pix B.0, 





gazers. 





tra-la-la. 


Considerable optimism concerning the film industry earnings for 
the second half of 1940 is manifest by Wall Street's professional ery sia}. 
Despite losses from foreign markets, Poor's Survey, dated 
Aug. 23, sees sufficient upturn in domestic grasses to make everything 


Continuance of satisfactory profits is foreseen as the result of jp. 
creased theatre attendance and higher boxoffice receipts, which are 
expected to accompany rising consumer incomes, according to Poor's 


And since production plans and film costs for 1940-41 differ little from 


cial clairvoyants say. 


| kets. 


says Poor's. 


of a good volume of 


decline in foreign film rentals be 





picture public to favor single bills 


ings, if boxoffice tariffs remain at 


1939-40, an improvement in net results should be registered, the finan- 
It is added, however, that charges will be made 
against earnings in anticipation of losses of foreign assets and other 
contingencies arising from the European war. 

Further downtrend in exports will be experienced in coming months 
Poor's opines, but the decline will not be so sharp as first indicated, 
In addition, lack of competition from belligerents will enable U. Ss. 
producers to hold, if not better, their position in South American mar. 
On the other hand ‘there's always something), unsatisfactory 
foreign exchange, quota systems and other restrictive measures de- 
signed to foster industry in these countries, may prove adverse factors, 


Domestic outlook is seen brighter on three premises: (1) a prolonged 
war abroad, (2) maintenance of U. S. neutrality, and (3) development 
industrial business. 

losses from abroad, Poor's pencil-wielders find, for, even should a 50°, 


Improvement will offset 


suffered, a rise of less than 7°; in 


total U. S. boxoffice receipts and rentals would be fully compensatory, 
Poor's sees as a trend worth noticing the inclination of the motion 


(page Mr. Gallup). Should the in- 


dustry decide that the time is ripe to discontinue the servicing of 
| double features (it hasn't) and te concentrate on the production of 

fewer but better quality single-features, ‘tis said by Poor's best reader 
of palms, cards, tea leaves and statistical charts, closer control over 
operating costs might easily result. 


The manifest benefit to net exarn- 
present levels, should go far in im- 


proving the industry's internal status, the report declares. 








} 








Bette, Brent Co-Star 


| Hollywood, Aug. 27. 

| Bette Davis and George Brent will 
be co-starred by Warners in ‘Janu- 
ary Heights,’ which has been on and 
off the production slate for a year. 


Vehicle, originally set for Miriam 
| Hopkins, will be Miss Davis’ first 
after her return from her New 


Hampshire vacash. 
| Lenore Coffee is already at work 
on the script. 





Cowdin Back In 


NY.; U Has 15 Pix 


Set After Sept. 6 


—_—- 





! J. Cheever Cowdin. Universal 
board chairman, is back to New York 
after a series of huddles with Nate 
Blumberg and other U execs. Pre- 
ceding him eastward were 
Seidelman, U's foreign sales head. 
and Al Seckler, company’s Brazilian 
rep, who participated in the Coast 
confabs. 

| Budgets were set on 
portant productions now 
ied for the cameras. 


Joseph 


several im- 
being reaa- 


| Holiywood, Aug. 27. 

| Universal has completed 15 of the 
23 features scheduled for release be- 
tween Sept. 6 and Dec. 27. assuring a 
steady flow of product until the end 
of the year. Three more are near- 
ing completion and three of the re- 
maining five go before the 
early next month. 


Among the top-bracket features 
ready for release are ‘Hired Wife.’ 
| ‘Spring Parade,’ ‘Argentine Nights.’ 


‘Diamond Frontier’ and ‘A Little Bit 
of Heaven.” ‘Seven Sinners’ is near- 
ing the end of its shooting schedule 


Golden on Coast 


Hollywood, Aug. 27. 


| partment of Commerce's motion pic- 
‘ture division, motored into town for 
la 10-day siay. 

| 
| Office execs, and will huddle with 
Will Hays before returning east. 





Bacon Pilots ‘Mine’ 


Hollywood, Aug. 27. 
Lloyd Bacon has been set by War- 
ners to direct ‘Mine on Sunday.’ 
He will put the vehicle into work 





vacation. 


| In ‘January Heights’ | 


cameras | 


Nathan D, Golden, head of the De- | 


He has conferred with several Hays 


| ‘Woman’ on Par Deal 


as soon as he complete his current } 


512,817,990 in Amusement Taxes, 
Best First 7 Months Since 1934 


+ 





Washington, Aug. 27. 

For the sixth consecutive month 
admission taxes, as reported by the 
Bureau of Internal Revenue, show 
an increase over the corresponding 
month of a year ago. Collections for 
July, 1940, are $1,650,162, an increase 
of $115,913 over July, 1939 

Item is not broken down inte var- 
ious channels of revenue, bui com- 
parative tables indicates that all 
branches of professional entertain- 


ment are having a good year Up- 
turn started with the February. 1940, 
receipts and has continued sirong 


through the spring and summer. 
Amusement taxes for the first seven 
months of this year total $12,817,990, 
the best seven months’ showing since 
the amended revenue bill went into 
effect in 1934. Year ago figure tor 
seven stanzas was $10,690,474 

Biggest gains for the curreni vear 
came in March and April, when the 
national kitty paid in excess of $2,- 
000,000 each month. Only previous 
$2,000,000 months were November, 
‘37 and '39 and December, ‘3€, ‘37, 
and ‘38. 

Amusement taxes are far down the 
list of monthly revenues, which sre 
topped by liquors, $74,958,557 snd 
employment taxes (other than car- 
riers) $68,226,374. Films, with a quar- 
ter million employes, made substan- 
tial contribution to the second figure. 
Only major item which dropped dur- 
ing July, against a year ago, was 
gasoline tax which shrunk slightly 
more than $3,000,000. 

Total internal revenues for July, 
40, were. $383,836.262. Year arc to- 
tal was $300,090,746. 





DIX MULLS PAR OFFER 
| FOR 4 PIX ANNUALLY 


Hollywood, Aug. 2% 

R chard Dix is mulling deal 

star in four pictures 

Paramount, where he achieved st#r- 

dom back in 1923. Dicker is said \ 
be close to the signing stage 


annus Vy fol 


Actor recently finished ‘Cherokee 
Strip’ and is currently: in “The 
Roundup,’ both Harry Sherman pro- 
ductions for Par release. If the deal 


jells, he will do more pictures uncer 
Sherman’s guidance. 





Stanwyck to Do ‘Sun’, 


Hollywood, Aug. 27 
Paramount’s two-picture dea! with 
Karbara Stanwyck provides for ster- 


| ring roles in ‘Pioneer Woman’ ané 
| ‘Reaching for the Sun, both of hich 
'will be produced and directed bY 


William Wellman. : 
‘Sun’ will roll first. Clements Kip- 
Jey is scripting ‘Woman.’ 
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EXHIBS RESENT UPPING B.0 





Although F.D.R. Is Regarded as Cool 
To Amus. Biz, Film Men Are Taking 
No Marked Stand on the Campaign 


+> 
| 





Although in the exhibition field 
there is considerable activity in sup- 
port of Wendell Willkie, with some | 
theatre operators forming Willkie 
clubs, the industry itself is expected 
to remain aloof from declaring a) 
stand. } 

Observers take the slant that pro- 
ducer-distributors, the Hays organi- 
zation or leaders in the industry who | 
are attached to major film companies, 
are afraid to stick out their chins in 
either direction in connection with 
the presidential campaign, but fear 
less declaring themselves for Roose- 
velt than for Willkie, if a side has to! 
be taken. Behind closed doors it is, 
something else again. 

Film men take the position that! 
while the Roosevelt administration | 
has not very clearly indicated any 
friendliness to the industry, and 
Willkie, if elected, would probably 
regard it in a more kindly light, it| 


would be too bad if Willkie was' 
heavily backed and then lost. 
Harassed by the Roosevelt ad- 


ministration in many ways, not the} 
least of which is the Government’s 
anti-trust suit against all the ma- 
jors, it is opined that if the industry 
came out against Roosevelt, it Presi-| 





regret the future should the Presi- 
Gent be reelected. However, it has| 
never been believed in inner industry | 
circles that Mr. Roosevelt ever had | 
much love for show business. In 
1932 when elakorate arrangements 
had been made to take quite a few 
show people to Hyde Park for a’! 
luncheon with Mr. Roosevelt, he| 
called it off a couple days in advance | 
without giving reasons. 

Generally, show business leans to- 
ward the desire for a change in 
Washington. Discussing the anti- | 
trust suit, an unfriendly Congress, | 
heavy taxation, etc., one high execu- 
tive summed it up by 
looks like the Government wants to 
run us out of business.’ 


saying ‘It 


NBC's Neutral Stance 
NBC employees have been re- 


quested from the top offices to con- 
duct themselves in a neutral fashion 
around the job on the matter of the 
presidential campaign. It would be 
preferred if candidate buttons weren't 
worn on the premises, and person- 
nel, particularly those having to do 
with imming and production, 
are asked to refrain from getting into 


progr 


political arguments and otherwise 
showing their preferences while on 
duty | 


Network higher-ups have taken the 
position that broadcasting is and 
should be a neutral business and that 
care should be exercised in 
way so that no embarrassing 
dents can crop up. 


every 
inci- 


No similar expression of neutrality 
has been passed out at CBS. 
Hart Aids G.O.P. Campaign 
~ Vincent G. Hart, who was with 
the Motion Picture Producers & Dis- 
tributors for a number of years as 
eastern director of the production 
code administration. has been ap- 
pointed assistant to Edwin F. Jaeckle 
chairman of the Republican State 
Committee in the Willkie campaign 

Leaving the Hays office about a 
year ago, Hart became a partner in 
the law firm of Friend. Holbrook. 
Reiskind & Hart. He has 
three months’ leave of absence to 
Carry out his Willkie campaign 
duties. Hart was also active in as- 
Sisting Herbert Hoover on the Finn- 
ish Relief work. 


taken a 


Mall 4 for ‘Baines’ 


Hollywood, Aug. 27. 

Hunt for a Scattergood Baines for | 
the picture series to be made under} 
that title by Pyramid has narrowed 
to four persons. They are Jess 
Pugh, Chicago, who plays in the 
Baines’ radio serial, Guy Kibbee, 


Lharies Winninger and Charles Co- 
urn, 





‘ First of features, which will be 
or RKO release, gets the gun 
8round Oct. 1. 


| mount producer, is planning a re- 


| will be as an indie. 


/}Cohn, executive 


| the year ending June 29, 


| 








LLOYD SHELDON PLANS 
COMEBACK AS INDIE 


Lloyd E. Sheldon, former Para- 
turn to production about the begin- 
ning of next year. With Par until | 
1937, into film-making 
He’s now nego- 
tiating with two of the majors, how- 
ever, on distribution deals for a two- 
picture series. 


his reentry 


Sheldon holds options on a num- 
ber of story properties and is look-| 
ing for others as possibilities for) 
filming. 





RKO AND JL&S. 
SETTLE CHI 
CLAIMS 





Chicago, Aug. 27. 
RKO and Jones, Linick & Schaefer 
have arrived at a settlement of RKO 


claims for rental on the Palace here | 
. , | 
while house was dark this summer. 
Film contract moneys also figured. | 
J. L. & S. operates the Palace, owned | 
by RKO, and also operates the | 
Oriental, which was taken over from 
B&K a couple vears ago. Film 
rental on RKO product used at the 
Oriental, as with the Palace, also 
was included in the RKO claim. 


Terms of settlement not indicated. 
t was reached following conferences 
in New York John Jones | 
and RKO people. 


between 


COHNS BACK TO OLD 
COLUMBIA SALARIES 


by 


a 


Sala vy cuts of one-tl rd. 


Harry Cohn 


8 
iaKen 

} ‘ } »le 
president, and Jack 


vice-president, in 


September, 1939, will be restored by 
Columbia, it was revealed in the 
company's proxy statement for the 
annual meeting Sept. 18, filed with 
the New York Stock Exchange yes- 


terday (Tuesday ) 

Harry Cohn, who drew $149,767 for | 
1940, would | 
be paid $2,500 a week, plus a $300-a- 
general expense account and 
12% of the company’s profits above 


week 


the required dividends on its $2.75 
preferred convertible stock. Jack 
Cohn w Id receive $1,500 a week, 
plus $200-a-week expenses and 6 

if the annual profits in excess of the 
required dividends 

Statement revealed the stipulation 
that the extra compensation from the 
profit-sharing deal would be limited 
so that Harry would receive not 
more than $3,500 a week all told, and 


t 

Jack not more than $2,000 total, thei 
former pay scales Proxy statement 
listed Harry as beneficial owner of 
74.049 shares of common stock as of 
July 31, and 67,487 of the total of 
record. Jack owned 31.876 shares 
beneficiaily and of record, 


Extras Bullish Again 


Hollywood, Aug. 27. 
Screen Actors Guild was forced to 
issue waivers on 237 non-members 
to handle calls for extras. 


Biggest order came from Frank 
Capra for 1,500 atmosphereans in 
‘Meet John Doe.” Many in the 
higher brackets picked up $5.50 
checks. \ 


————_ 


EAR THAT IT's 
TIPOFF ON PIX 


Theatre Owners’ Slant Is 
That a Regularly Scaled 
Film Telegraphs Its Sup- 
posed Mediocrity to Cus- 
tomers, Else Why Weren’t 
the Prices Raised? 





PROS AND CONS 


Exhibitor resistance to an increase 
in admission scales for certain out- 
Standing pictures, with regular 
prices to apply for the general run 
of product, is threatening to develop 
into a lot of struggling between the 
theatres and distributors, Latter are 
determined to get more under per- 
centage deals for their bigger and 
costlier films, whereas in the ex- 
hibition field considerable resent- 
ment is reported. 

Metro is presently insisting on in- 


creased scales for ‘Boom Town,’ 
while 20th-Fox is seeking higher 
boxoffice tariffs when ‘Brigham 


Young’ is played. In both cases the 
pictures are 1940-41 releases and 
exhibs who haven't yet bought 
Metro or 20th-Fox are considering 
themselves in something of a spot in 
connection with the demand that the 
scales be upped for both. 

While some operators appear to 
have no hesitancy in shooting for a 
higher take per person, when a qual- 
ity picture comes along, notably the 
larger chains, other operators are 
reluctant to go along 

The more radical exhibs at the 
outset attack the policy on the 
ground that the distribs are frantic- 

(Continued on page 20) 


Roosevelt Quits Final 


Goldwyn Tie, Switches 
Offices to RKO-Pathe 


Hollywood, Aug. 27. 
Last remaining biz tie between 
James Roosevelt Samuel Gold- 
wyn will be cut Sept. 3 when Roose- 
velt moves his Globe Productions 
from Goldwyn’'s studio to the RKO- 
Pathe lot at Culver City. Roose- 
velt recently stepped down as v.p. 
of Samuel! Goldwyn Studlos, Inc., a 


and 


post he has held since departing 
Goldwyn’s production organization 
to take up talker-making on his 
own, 

Roosevelt feels he will be able to 
reduce overhead considerably by 
shifting to Culver City instead of 

} making his pix in the heart of Hol- 


ly wood. 
Though David Selznick is now in- 


active, it is likely he, too, will use | 
the RKO-Pathe plant for his future 
productions His now dissolved 


Selznick-International was housed 


there for five years 

R IOSEYV elt left S indav (25) for 
several deals pe ill g to his juk 
box e iLerpl e rie >? z ere 
Sept 2. 

Roosevelt is seeking a new direc- 
tor for ‘Pot-o" Gold owing to 
the serious illness of George Mar 


shall, now under treatment follow- 
a major operation 


Picture 





+ 


— 





Schenck’s Statement on Selznick 
May Cue Latter's Future Return 


To Metro After His Fral 2 for UA 


' 


DE MILLE EASTS FOR 





—__ 


Hollywood, Aug. 27. 





|tion aide, Bill Pine, have gone to 
| New York for confabs with Barney 
Balaban and other Paramount home 
office execs on prospective casting 
for DeMille’s forthcoming ‘Reap the 
| Wild Wind.’ 

They will also drop down to the 
| Atlantic seabord to survey the Caro- 
‘lina coast for possible location sites 
for the film. 





TOP PAR EXECS 
HUDDLE IN N.Y. 
ND Ciil 


o-----~ 





| 
| Meeting of Paramount theatre de- 
|partment executives and 
| associates-partners, scheduled for the 
| past weekend, was postponed until 
| yesterday (Tuesday) as result of 
| Y. Frank Freeman, studio head, fly- 
ing into New York Saturday (24): 
Freeman came on for only four 
days of huddling with Barney Bala- 
| ban, president of Par, and other ex- 
;ecutives. He flew back yesterday 
(Tuesday), but is not stopping off at 


| Chicago, nor is Balaban now going 
;}out to the conference being held 
| there. 


Leonard Goldenson and Sam Dem- 

| bow, Jr., will represent Par at the 
Chicago sessions, which are expected 
to be continued for several days and 
concern general operating 
buying, etc. 
‘hose who converged on Chicago 
|!yesterday (Tuesday) included A. H 
Blank and the generai manager of 
| his midwestern circuit, R 


natters, 


alph Bran- 


|ton: John J. Friedl, operator of the 
|entire northwest for Par; Far] Hud- 
son, head of the Detroit Par groun 
Harry Nace of the Publix-Rickard 
& Nace circuit in the southwe 
Tracy Barham, who operates the 
Ohio-West Virginia-Kentuck tring 
for Par: and Harry David of Salt 
|Lake City, who handled the Par 
properties in that region. John Bala- 
ban, operator of Balaban & Katz ! 
Jules Rubens of Great States are also 
sriting in 
- ! 

| Frank Freeman to N. Y. 
} Hollywood, Aug. 27 

Y. Frank Freeman, Paramount v.p 
in charge of studio operations, is en 
route to New York for home oftice 


huddles on budgets for forthcom- 
| ing product 
He will report to Prex Barney 
Balahan that 22 features 
1940-41 slate are either alread: 


pie tea -o! 


Par, Strand and Fox, 
B’klyn, Pool Renewed 


well aiong in prod n 


Unde roti- 


a renewal already ne 


must get under way soon, 
due to time limitations in the con-!} 
tract with Horace Heidt Current 


plan is to 
October. 


start shooting In early 


Stewart in ‘Pot’ 

James Stewart will the lead 
in ‘Pot o’ Gold.” Jimmy Roosevelt’s 
initial film. the producer disclosed in 
New York yesterday (Tuesday). 
‘Gold’ goes into work about Oct. 1. 

Roosevelt planes out of New York 
for Chicago today (Wednesday) and 


pilav 


| will go from there to the Coast. He 


(26) 
York 
routine 
‘Information 


came into Washington Monday 
morning and arrived in New 
that evening. Trip was on 
biz and to appear on 
Please’ last night. 


ated, the three-way Brooklyn pool 
under which Si Fabian operates 
three houses in the downtown sector 
is extended for five vears from Sept 
1. Houses concerned are the Para- 
mount (Par), Strand (WB) and 
Fox, formely in receivership but 
which went into the hands of Fabian 
several years ago following operation 
for sometime by the late Sidney S 
Cohen. 

The terms to 
renewal of the pooling a 
are relatively the same, only mino1 
changes having been made. All 
three houses concerned play double 
bills, first run, with the Strand prin- 
icipally used as a sluif. 


govern the five-year 


‘rangement 


° 


‘REAP’ CAST HUDDLE 


Cecil B. DeMille and his produc- 


operating | 


the | 





Tipoff as to future plans of David 
O. Selznick is seen by the industry 
in a public statement of congratu- 
lation sent him last week by Nicholas 
|M. Schenck, Metro prez, following 
|the dissolution of Selznick-Interna- 
jtional and the picking up of the 
latter’s obligations by David O. 
| Selznick Productions, Inc., the pro- 
;ducer’s Own company. Upon com- 
pletion of the two pictures which he 
still must make for United Artists, 
there’s widespread belief that Selz- 
nick will return to the Metro fold. 


| Former v.p. and producer for 
Metro, Selznick is further linked 
| with the company through family 


ities. He is a son-in-law of Louis J. 
|Mayer, head of Metro-Goldwyn- 
Mayer studio’s executive board. 


‘Gone With the Wind’ was released 
through Metro and ever since then 
there have been rumors that the pro- 
ducer would return to that company. 
| On the other ‘hand is known to be 
Selznick’s desire to operate his own 
company. Also the feeling by Mayer 
and Schenck that the producer 
works a bit two expensively for them 
and it would be more favorable all 


, around if financing could be obtained 
| for him from outside sources and he 
| could continue on his own. 


Diffi- 
culties of obtaining coin, however, for 
production of the quality pictures 
upon which Selznick insists—as evi- 
denced by John Hay Whitney’s 
anxiety to exit from S-I—may over- 


;}come the other considerations 


Vote of the stockholders in dissolv- 
ing S-I last Thursday (22) was not 
unexpected. Plans were first detailed 
in VARIETY two weeks ago. Final 
meeting, however, lasted from 2.30 
in the afternoon to 2 the following 
morning. Almost half of that time 
was occupied in preparing carefully- 
|worded two-page press statement, 
plus a five-page background on 
Selznick. 

Statement declared that ‘although 
the company’s financial position was 
excellent. dissolution was unani- 
mously voted because of present 
economic conditions brought about 
by the European war.’ Actually, the 
liquidation of the company resulted 


from Whitney’s desire to get out 
while the getting was good. After 
five years of operation, company was 
on the right side of the books for the 


first time as result of the great suc- 
cess of ‘Rebecca’ and ‘Gone With the 
Ww nd,’ 

Selznick’s new company, i 
ated in California recently, has taken 


orpore- 


yver all commitments of S-T, includ- 
ing contracts with UA and Vivian 
Leigh, Ingrid Bergman, Joan Fon- 
taine, Alfred Hitchcock, Robert 
Stevenson, Alan Marshal and Hattie 
McDaniel. Physical assets of S-TI 
will be immediately offered for sale, 


committee in 

charge. Selznick; 

Whitney. chairman of the 
(Continued on page 55) 


PAR MAY REFUSE PIX 
TO MULTIPLE THEATRE 


liquidating 
This consists of 
who 


with a 


wees 





Detroit, Aug. 27 

Because of the policy of too many 
features being run at the house, Par- 
amount is reported to be considering 
refusing the Times Sauare theaire 
here further service The situation 
is described as purely a local one to 
cope with a house on the downtown 
fringe which offers up to four or five 
features, premiums, free parking and 
the cashier’s telephone number. 

The Paramount action was said to 
have followed an attack against the 
house’s multiple policy by Alex 
Schreiber of Associated Theatres who 
not only condemned such things as 
the five-feature bill but charged that 
the Times Square was distributing 
reduced admission ‘passes.’ 

While rumors had it that it was 
the beginning of a push against over- 
board picture bills, officials still in- 
sisted it was only a Detroit situation 


j}and had no national significance. 
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70 St. Louis Indies vs. F&M. May 
Upset Entire Town, Cut to !0c. 
Go Triples, Strike on Buying, Ete. 


St. Louis, Aug. 27. 

A film-buying strike by approxi- 
mately 70 local indie exhibs and a 
price war that may see the admish 
fee drop to 10c all over this burg is 
threatened as result of the break- 
down of a peace powwow between 
a group of indie operators, headed 
by Fred Wehrenberg, nabe chain 
owner and prez of MPTOA of East- 
ern Missouri and Southern Illinois, 
and Harry C. Arthur, Jr., v.p. and 
general manager of Fanchon & 
Marco’s interests here. 

The indies have several beefs 
egainst F&M. One is continuation 





Sues on 16mm. Rights 


Suit against Official Films Ine., of 
729 Seventh Ave., N.Y., and Leslie 
Winik, by Edward Rubinstein was 
revealed in N.Y. supreme court Sat- 
urday (24) when the plaintiff sought 
an examination before trial of the 
defendants. Action seeks $7,619 
claiming failure to pay the full 
amount due under a contract. 

The cortract signed on Feb. 14, 
1940, dealt with approximately $50,- 
000 worth of 16 mm. rights to various 
pictures. The estimated profit was 
$20,000. It is claimed that outside of 
$2,381 no other monies have been 
paid the plaintiff who was to receive 
50% of the profits. 


Max D. Steuer Dead 








B.O. for Morpheus 





Philadelphia, Aug. 27. 

For those who couldn't sleep 
during the recent stifling heat 
wave, the Stanley-Warner chain 
kept at least one of its deluxers 
open each night. 

With the air-conditioning as a 
lure, hundreds of patrons took 
advantage, and the policy will 
be extended for the remainder of 
the summer S-W officials said. 








In Show Biz Cases 





Passing of Max D. Steuer, who 


of the triple feature program policy w | 
in some houses. Another is that the 300 died of a heart attack at the age of 
second-run houses, virtually all of | 69 while on vacation (21) at Jack- 


which are operated by F&M, want | 
an extension of their clearance time | 


from 14 to 21 days. Arthur demanded | 


an ‘all or none’ policy for the shut- | 


ting down on giveaways and triple | 
feature programs presented by some | 
of the indies and turned a deaf ear 
to Wehrenberg’s offer to abandon 
giveaways at the Apollo, a west end 
nabe, and part of the Greater In- 
dependent Circuit recently formed 
by Wehrenberg and Clarence Kai- 
mann, if F.&M. would drop triple 
feature bills at the Pageant which 
is in the same neighborhood. Ar- 
thur took the position that this pact 
would not smooth out the evils in 
other parts of town and delivered 
the ‘all or none’ ultimatum. 

The recently completed buying 


son, N. H., removes a colorful per- 
sonality from the circle of prominent 
PER AN lawyers who from time to time en- 
gage in important theatrical and 


motion picture litigation. 


| field, Steuer was intimately ac- 
quainted with prominent figures in 


Hollywood, Aug. 27. even management and acting divi- 


Globe Productions, with Henry | 
Henigson stepping on the gas, is| Currently, he was acting as chief 
geared to turn out 300 dime-in- | counsel for Samuel Goldwyn in the 
slot brevities for the Mills project- | latter's suit for severance of his dis- 
ing machines during the next year.| ‘tribution contract with United 

Thus far, production of tunefilms | Artists, an action in which the com- 
is far ahead of the turnout of plaint was recently amended. Trial 


: : Novelty Co.| date was not set, but the belief is 
projectors, but Mills thins A | general that the issues will be set- 








At 69, Was Prominent | 


Although | 


|most of his practice, one of the 
| largest and most diversified in New | 
, York, was outside the amusement | 


Chaplin, Disney Pix, Other Expectant 
Long Runs Create N. Y. Theatre Dearth 


Wishes Vs. Dishes ! 


Hollywood, Aug. 27. 

Wishful thinking has cashed | 
$543 for the Egyptian theatre in 
the last nine months. That is 
the amount fished up in coppers, 
nickels and dimes by W. C. 
Ricord, manager of the Holly- 
wood boulevard house, since he 
installed the wishing well in the 
forecourt. 








With at least two films certain to 
be coming into New York on a road. 
show basis in the fall, shortage of 
possible theatres is bothering digs. 
tribs. Jockeying currently going on 
for Broadway houses is further com. 
plicated by a number of additionag} 
pix to be shown at regular or raised 
admissions and which show promise 
of lengthy stays that will pile up 
product. 

Two certain two-a-dayers are 
' Charles Chaplin's ‘The Great Dicta- 
Coins were contributed by tor’ and Walt Disney’s ‘Fantasia’ 
hopeful tourists who couldn't | United Artists is attempting to get 
afford to lay two bucks on a Jong the Astor for the Chaplin pic. House 
shot at the racetrack but figured | has had ‘Gone With the Wind’ since 
the chances were just as good. last December and if it is possible to 
dislodge it, ‘Dictator’ will go in, 


























| Hal Horne, Disney’s eastern rep, 
,returned from the Coast last week 
and is now going over possibilities 
into a legiter than a film house. 

Center theatre, which has been 
‘plans turning out English and for- | possibility, although film men are 
'eign-mades on West Indies soil has |NOt Overlooking the bet that the 
has dispatched Ray LeStrange to |ner Bros.. which has been used for 
look over W. I. sites. He sailed Sat- | TOadshowings in the past, can be had, 











poo] between F.&M. and nabe chains | expects to get line manufacture 
owned by the Ansell Bros., Shuchart | under way next month. 
Investment Co. and a_ syndicate 
headed by Bess Schulter, gives Ar- ) 
thur a strong hold on the local prod- Detroit, Aug. 27. 
uct situation, inasmuch as the buy- Among those ready to enter the 
ing pool is in a position to exert | nickel-in-the-slot picture field here 
pressure on major distributors as to | is Jake Schreiber, who formerly op- 
when and where the films shall be | erated a circuit of picture houses in 
presented. Indie operators assert | Detroit. 
that under the present setup they Don Kelsey has been named gen- 
are eompelled to wait 90 days to|eral manager and v.p. of Michigan 
screen pix as the zone key theatres |Phonovision Distributors, recently in- 
controlled by F.&M. wait 40 and 50 | corporated with a capital of $100,000. 
days before showing the screen fod- | Other officers are John Gorsuch, 
der. president; Walter Probst, secretary, 
The indies, according to film row | and Herb Bauer, publicity. 


info, are willing to — to _ 
ig ayy ee 
Combine to Shutter 
Cal. Valley Theatres 


Ambassador, that began the new 
policy Friday (30), but declare that 
Los Angeles, Aug. 27. 
Record-breaking desert heat and 


unless changes are made in other 
| earthquake jitters have combined to 





Schreiber’s Jukebox Pix 








irksome situations they will not only 
abandon the purchase of new prod- 
uct but will slice their admish scale 
to a dime and present triple feature | 
programs every night in the week. | 


FOX THEATRES WOULD | out a oo ey 
SELL PARK AVE. BLDG. pees Ph ee Bie of the ome chs 


|has already been shuttered, with in- 


: | dications that other exhibs will fol- 
Milton C. Weisman and Kenneth | jow suit until fall arrives with cooler 


P. Steinreich, trustees of Fox Thea-| weather. 
tres Corp., will apply to N. Y. su- | 
preme court on Sept. 4 for the right| recently been forced to confine op- 
to demolish a building at 4180-4182) orations to weekend showings, 
Park avenue, N. Y. The property is|tremors of last May having sent a 
owned by Fox Theatres through its large portion of the populace to 
ownership of all the capital stock of | safer points. Principal’s Brawley 
Trepark Realty Co. which controls) theatre is among the situations sus- 














Number of houses in the area have 














it. He _ | pending weekday screenings. 
The petition of the trustees dis- 
closes that the building is a three- 
story tenement house, 20 years old, ° 
which has been condemned for Studio Contracts 
human habitation by the Dept. of 
Housing. Repairs would cost $9,625, 
and the demolishing of the building Hollywood, Aug. 27. 
$1,260. It is claimed that since the; Republic lifted its player option 
site is not a good one, it is improbable oy Marilyn Hare. 
that the premises would be rentable Randolph Scott’s pact with 20th- 
even if fixed. The Government is Fox was extended to make three 
owed $784 in taxes on the property | additional pictures in two years, 
and since Trepark has a bank ac-| Dorothy Lovett has been inked to 
count of only $3, Fox Theatres’ 4 new three-picture deal to continue 
trustees do not feel that they should the role of nurse in Stephens-Lang’s 
bear the burden any more. ‘Dr. Christian,’ features. 
| Columbia has hoisted its option on 
FITZGERALD TO 20TH Glenn Ford, actor. 
Hollywood, Aug. 27. Diana Lewis draws new 
F. Scott Fitzgerald has been signed Contract. ee Regen 
by 20th-Fox to screenplay Emlyn! Metro has tied Virginia O’Brien 
Williams’ play, ‘The Light of Heart.’ 0" @ term deal. 
Robert Kane takes over the asso-|__ Universal has set term deal for 
ciate producer task from Nunnally Kay Leslie, ex-Salinas (Calif.) tele- 


Johnson, who has ‘Chad Hanna’ on Phone operator, who won F-WC per- 
the stages and ‘Tobacco Road’ in sonality contest in Frisco. 


preparation. 
| KELLY GUIDES U ‘GIRL’ 
RKO Gets Marie Wilson Hollywood, Aug. 27. 
Hollywood, Aug. 27. | Burt Kelly has been given the 
Marie Wilson has been signed by nod as producer on Universal’s ‘The 
RKO for a topline in ‘How to Meet Girl Who Wasn’t There.’ 


a Man.’ | 





Metro 








| raise havoe with theatre biz through- | 


tled some time this autumn or early 
winter. Goldwyn has not announced 
future plans for the litigation, which 
was being attended to personally by 
Steuer, 

| Joe Schenck’s Case 





not only of established ‘film theatres, 
|but of legit houses which could be 
ladapted. Inasmuch as ‘Fantasia’ re- 
/quires installation of special projec- 
* 
javailable for road showing of films 
;in the past, will open in the latter 
|been formed by Harold Rogers, for- | #!ades revue may not catch on and 
|merly with Hollywood Productions |the house will once again become 
urday (24) for Barbados. jbut isn’t favored by distribs. Situ- 
Plan is to make pictuies for the 


‘tion and sound equipment, there'd 
CENTRE 
|part of September with an ice show. 
and other companies on the Coast. @Vailable in mid-October. 
|entire Latin-American market both 


scarcely be more difficulty in going 

A new producing company which | This ostensibly eliminates it as a 

| Rogers’ company, West Indies Films, Hollywood theatre owned by War- 
in English and Spanish. 





| 


‘Studios Would Erase 


Another legal case of importance | 


which was in Steuer’s hands at the 
time of his death was th> defense of 


| Joseph M. Schenck for alleged in- | 
Trial of the case 
has been set for mid-October, and | 
| Steuer was preparing to appear in | 
Federal court as chief of defense | 


|come tax evasion. 


| ° ° ° ° 
| counsel, directing the examinations 


|of Government accountants and in- 
vestigators. Within the past few 
weeks Schenck and Steuer conferred 
on the litigation. 

Steuer’s ability in cases of this 
| nature was best demonstrated in his 
defense of Charles D. Mitchell, one- 
time president of the National City 
| Bank, who was acquitted of similar 
charges after a trial marked by a 
vast array of highly technical testi- 
imony. In his summing up Steuer 
from memory recited hundreds of 
figures from accountants’ sheets. 
The jury was greatly impressed with 
the apparent simplicity of explana- 
| tion of charges and deductions. 
Lawyer’s most important film case 
was as chief.defense counsel of anti- 
trust litigation instituted in 1934 
against all the major companies be- 
|fore Judge Coxe, in New York, on 
complaint of the late Frank J. Rem- 





| 


busch, an exhibitor leader from In- | 


idiana. Trial lasted three weeks 
|when Judge Coxe dismissed the 
j action. Although it was one of the 
| few instances when major companies 
; have been successful in defending 
|themselves against restraint and 
| anti-trust charges, Steuer was not 
retained in connection with the 
pending anti-trust suit brought by 
| the Department of Justice. 

ASCAP Counsel 

| On the occasion of the Govern- 
|}ment’s anti-trust action against the 
American Society of Composers, 
Authors and Publishers, which did 
not reach trial in 1934, Steuer had 
been retained by Nathan Burkan to 
assist in the defense. 

One of his most widely publicized 
cases was his appearance for Edith 
St. Clair in an accounting suit in 
1915 which was instituted against 
| Abraham L. Erlanger. 


feud between Steuer and Isidor J. 
Krese] had its beginning—a bitter 
_rivalry which extended over a quar- 
ter of a century. Charges of unpro- 


| fessional tactics were filed against | 
| Steuer with the Bar Association as | 


|a result of the Erlanger litigation. 
|}exonerated by George C. Holt, ref- 
| eree, 

Steuer also was counsel for Wil- 
liam S, Hart in accounting litigation 
|against United Artists Distributing 
|Corp. Trial and appeals extended 


It was dur- | 
ing the progress of this suit that the | 


| Phonies, Cut Preview 
Lists to Bona Fide Crix 


Hollywood, Aug. 27. 

Further reduction of press preview 
| lists to eliminate kibitzers was rec- 
| ommended by Francis Harmon of the 
|New York Hays office, at a meeting 
|here of studio publicity directors. 
Suggestion follows a similar move by 
| the flackeries some weeks ago, when 
they lopped off a number of chiselers 
but did not go far enough 

Usually a studio is allotted 400 
seats for a preview, but the roster of 
|non-paying guests had grown so 
large that it was often necessary for 
the prqducing company to buy at full 
| price from 400 to 600 extra tickets to 
accommodate the mob. Generally 
| the reviewing section is so crowded 
| with talent agents, relatives, friends 
and phonies that the bona fide critics 
are shoved into the overflow sector 
Idea is to whittle the invitation list 
down to reviewers only. Extra chairs 
| often cost the lots $400 for a single 
| screening. 
| Another suggestion was to take 
steps to thwart various magazines 
| which publish stories and interviews 
detrimental to the picture industry. 


Cruze Prods.’ $1,014,673 
Suit vs. L.A. Young Lingers 


Detroit, Aug. 27. 

More specific bills of particulars 
+ were ordered in Circuit Court here 
in the twin suits for $1,014,673 filed 
by James Cruze Productions, grow- 
ing out of the old Tiffany Produc- 
tions tieup, The suits are aimed 
against the Lay Improvement Co., 
|alleged owner of all the common 
stock of Tiffany, and L. A. Young, 
Detroit capitalist, commonly under- 








stood to be the chief figure in Tif- | 


fany. 

The bill charges that under an 
agreement made in August, 1930, 
Tiffany was to take 10 of the Cruze 
|pictures for distribution. Of these, 
it is charged six were taken—‘She 
Got What She Wanted,’ ‘Command 
Performance,’ ‘Hell Bound,’ ‘Race 
Track,’ ‘Women Go On Forever’ and 


| ‘Salvation Nell’—which have been! 
| Steuer subsequently was completely | 


distributed ‘and are continuing to be 
| distributed’ but for which no ade- 
; quate accounting has been made to 
Cruze Productions. 

It is also charged in the suit that 
by failing to carry out the agreement 
|for distribution, Tiffany caused pic- 


Mystery comedy is being screen-/ over six years, with settlement in | tures to be produced elsewhere, thus | 


Vehicle will be the next produc- | played by Robert Lees and Fred/|Hart’s favor having been reached | inflicting a further loss to the Cruze 


tion for the Towne-Baker unit. Renaldo. 


last spring. 


| concern. 


‘ated at 51st and Broadway, it is con- 
‘sidered somewhat off the beaten 
,path. House will probably be used, 
| however, by James Roosevelt for 
N. Y. preem of his ‘Pastor Hall’ 
within several weeks. 

Rivoli, not used for roadshows, but 
with a policy permitting lengthy 
jruns, shows prospects of being pretty 
well booked uv for the early part of 
the season. ‘Foreign Correspondent’ 
opened there last night (Tuesday) 
and another Walter Wanger picture, 
‘The Long Voyage Home,’ is under- 
stood to have been set to follow it. 
Advance reports on the films indi- 
cate they may be able to occupy the 
house between them for eight to 12 
;weeks. This is longer than anyone 
wants to wait. 

With a flock of big films coming, 
Musie Hall is backed way up on 
bookings. Its slate currently reads: 
‘Lucky Partners,” ‘Ramparts We 
Watch’ ‘They Knew What They 
Wanted’ ‘Westerner,’ ‘Howards of 


Virginia®’ and ‘Thief of Bagdad.’ 
If each picture plays only two 
weeks, this is enough to carry 


the house to Thanksgiving. In- 
asmuch as release dates for ‘How- 
ards’ is Sept. 17. ‘Westerner,’ 
Sept. 20, and ‘Wanted® Sept. 27, it’s 
evident that they will have long 
periods before Broadway 
sees them. 


BRANTON’S OWN DUALS 
POLL IN DES MOINES 


Des Moines, Aug. 27. 
In announcing a poll here on 
double feature vs. single feature pro- 
grams, G. Ralph Branton, general 
manager of Tri-States Theatre Corp., 
said, ‘We do not believe that Samuel 


shelving 


Goldwyn (who recently wrote a 
Satevepost article blaming double 
features for cinema ills) speaks 


either for all the industry or all the 
patrons We have a definite field 
which the Gallup poll (which listed 
57% in favor of single features, 43% 
for double in the national poll) does 
not consider—the paying patrons at 
the boxoffice. If Gallup is right we'll 
find out for ourselves.’ 

The poll will be held at the Roose- 
velt, Des Moines and Paramount 
theatres starting this week and will 
continue for one week. If there is 
a fair majority in favor of single 
features at the Des Moines and 
Roosevelt those house will present 
them. The Roosevelt has had a single 
|feature program but doubles have 
been used at the Des Moines, the one 
victure being tbe same as at the 
Roosevelt (neighboring house) and 
if the decisive majority at the Para- 
mount votes for single features the 
horse will change its double feature 
policy there. At the same time the 
votes at the three houses will be 
,combined in a grand total for a posi- 
tive view of the situation. 
| Tri-States operates eight houses 
\in Des Moines. 
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MUCH SELLING TO BE DONE 


Pix Biz Doesn't Like ‘Consent’ Terms FVEN TOP CHAINS Basis of Settlement by ‘Consent 


IN NO IG RUSH Reached With Big 5; Now Up to USS. 
Wi ae To ‘Convince’ the ‘Little 3’ by June, 42 


on Their 1940-41 Film Re-' : : ae 
quirements — Backlog of J Signs 11-Year-Old Washington, Aug. 27. 


ne | were sent today by 
Pix Piling Up wire to exhibitor associations, 


Anderson, Ind., Aug. 27. and others interested in the out- 
‘CONSENT’ STALLED 


Chester Horn, 11-year-old Dale- | come of the Government’s anti- 


Wednesday, August 28, 1940 

















There is mounting opposition in the film industry against the terms 
and provisions .of the proposed ‘consent decree’ which has now reached 
final stages of agreement between the Government and the film com- 
panies and which upon approval by Judge Henry Warren Goddard, 
in N. Y. federal court, will end the anti-trust action against major 
picture companies, 

So vehement are the protests from exhibitor Organizations that a 
public hearing on the decree will be held next Tuesday (3) in Thurman 
Arnold’s office, in the Department of Justice building, Washington. 
There is no precedent for a hearing by a Government agency, other 
than legislative, in matters of this kind. It is likely that the fate of the 
decree and the Government’s entire program of litigation against the 
film industry will be affected by the general discussion. 

In the great eagerness of Government attorneys to work out a con- 
sent decree with the five major defendant companies there is much in 
the final draft which is distinctly unpalatable to exhibitor tastes. The 
five-picture group selling, which the Government attorneys have in- The 
sisted upon as a substitute for blockbooking and seasonal selling, is 








Notices 


_ ville (Ind.) moppet, has been signed| ‘ust suit against major film 
| by Universal on the basis of singing| ©®™Panies, that a public hearing 
tests, and will leave for Hollywood| the proposed consent decree, 
is here but! with his family this week. The | which will terminate the action, 
| youngster was spotted during an am- will be held in Thurman Ar- 


1940-41 


season 


much selling remain to be done, 


being universally condemned as theatre operators are grasping the ene mae . | ateur hour on the stage of the Para-| 0ld’s office, in the Department 
significance of the revised language, which permits interchangeability with all indications pointing to the | mount theatre here. of Justice building next Tues- 


of pictures in the various groups. probability that negotiations, either! He later same | ay (3) at 10 a.m. 


j 


appeared at the 








Industry arbitration which was promised to exhibitors is discovered 
to contain many limitations and restrictions against alleged abuses. 

It has become increasingly obvious day by day that the effort to legis- 
late business procedure and trade practices through the operations of 
a consent decree is proving itself impracticable. 

An amusing feature of the present status of the ligitation is that the 
exhibitors who comprised the bulk of the complaining witnesses, and 
on whom the Government was depending to win the suit in court, have 


become the most severe critics of 
tlement. 


the terms of the out-of-court set- 


— 














Universal Talking Split-Program 
~ Deals with Rivoli and Roxy, N.Y. 


| 
Deal is in discussion but assertedly | 
near to closing under | 


mot aa yet 
which the Universal product during 
4940-41 would be split between the 
Roxy and Rivoli on downtown New 
York first-run engagements. Among 
details to be worked out will be 
whether the Roxy or the Riv gets 
first choice on the split and just 
what the commitments may be. 

In former years the Music Hall 
had a selective film deal for the U 
pictures but last season (1939-40) 
the Riv closed a contract with U 
talling for a total of 21 pictures, to 
be chosen from the full program. 
Balance was sold to highest bidder 
as films became available, with the 

oxy, among other houses, having 
taken a few. 

Paramount made a separate deal 
for ‘Boys From Syracuse,’ a 1940-41 
picture sent on pre-release a few 
weeks ago, the first the N. Y. Par 
has bought outside in over two years 
Roxy recently bought and played 
‘Private Affairs,’ a this year’s film. 

The M.H. has continuing deals with 
RKO and Columbia through 1940-41 
It goes outside for the balance, with 
United Artists product being offered 
as it comes along though not unde! 
seasonal contract. 

Roxy, controlled by 20th-Fox, has 
the choice of that company’s produc! 
to form a base of supply. Riv has 
to buy entirely in the open market, 


with result half of the U program | 


would form its principal background 
On product. 
Rep’s Deals 

Republic has closed a contract 
with Harris Amus. chain in western 
Pennsylvania, covering its 1940-41 
program in 22 theatres. Rep also 
sold Warners for all of Pennsylvania, 
the Washington territory and New 
Jersey. Negotiations are on be- 
tween Rep and WB also’ for the 
Warner houses in the Buffalo, Al- 
bany and Cleveland zones. 


Wartzel Skeds Four 
More Pix for Starts 


Hollywood, Aug. 27. 

Four features comprise Sol M 
Wurtzel’s production schedule foi 
September at 20th-Fox, beginning 
with ‘Romance of the Rio Grande,’ 
slated to roll Sept. 9. Others are 
‘Private Practice of Michael Shayne,’ 
Sept. 16, and ‘Corncob Kelly’s Bene- 


fit’ and ‘The Last of the Duanes,’| 


Sept. 23. 


Wurtzel has already completed 
five pictures for the current year's 
slate 


+> 





‘Ramparts’ at 407 


es 


RKO is asking 40% from the first 
idollar on deals to cover ‘Ramparts 
| We Waich,’ which it is distributing 
|separately rather than making de- 
llivery under the 1940-41 contract. 
|Picture has already played several 
| key engagements on pre-release, Na- 
ltional release date for the special 
was set at Aug. 16. Though buying 
ithe film, the Music Halli, N. Y., has 
not dated it as yet, 

March of Time, long in getting 
‘Ramparts’ into the can, is reported 
to have spent $500,000 in making it. 


Studio Jobs Off, 
But Hourly Pay 
Rate Is Higher 


Hollywood, Aug. 27 
wage earners in the 


1940, 


Number of 


talker studios during July, 


the same month in 


closed through a survey made by 


the California division of labor sta- 


tistics and law enforcement, 
the report shows only 
sons gainfully employed 
admits the figures are estimated on 
the basis of actual returns from an 
incomplete list of studios 

Drop of 18.8% in weekly payrolls, 
the average weekly paycheck is 
hown at $44.07, a jump of 4.9% over 
the similar period for last yeal 

Average hourly bureau 
figures indicate 


earnings, 
showed a slight in- 
reaching $1,282, a gain of 
3.6% over July, 1939, but %%% be- 
low the figure for June, 1940. 


crease, 


| : Z 
Par Studio Press Dept. 
Under Studio Direction 


Hollywood, Aug. 27. 

Henry Ginsberg, Paramount studio 
general 
(Tuesday) that the company’s Coast 
publicity department will become 
part of studio operation, switching 
| over from distribution. 

All other majors here operate 
press agentry under studio super- 
| Vision 


not be wound up until the fall is 
over. Distributors are pressing its 
in the hopes of getting the bulk of 
its business set, but on many fronts 
the buyers are about as 
move as a Missouri mule. 

While quite a number of deals 
with the more prominent circuits, 
both producer-owned and independ- 
ent, have been closed and activity 
on selling has speeded up a lot dur- 


easy to 





dropped 22.6% below the figure for | 
1939, it is dis- | 


While 
12,703 per- | 
the bureau | 


manager, announced today | 


ing August, very few accounts are 
| completely set on their 1940-41 
ineeds. This includes many of the 
| biggest circuits, which have closed 
| for a couple of distriubtors’ pro- 
igrams but are yet to fill out for the 
year. In other cases some circuits 
have been stalling ever since last 
pon and seemingly are still in no 
'rush to sign Gontracts for the re- 
| quired number of films. 
The month of July was slow, not 
}only because many buyers were 
| simply in no hurry to negotiate deals 
| but due to a flock of disturbing fac- 
jtors. The pickup during August, 
| followed information to the trade 
| that the consent decree under nego- 
| tiations with the majors would not 
| 80 into effect until the 1941-42 sea- 
son. For a long time the exhibs were 
in the dark concerning ‘consent’ but 
the impression at first was that it 
would apply to the 1940-41 programs. 
Product Rolling 

Because of the stalling, the time 
has arrived when 1940-41 product is 
beginning to roll Twentieth-Fox 
;set up its release schedule to start 
|making ‘°40-41 pictures available 
| Aug. 1, whereas all other companies 
are away on the new season officially 
Sept. 1, a half-week from now 

The result is that the dilatory 
buyer either has a backlog of pic- 
|tures he hasn’t ‘picked up’ or is be- 
ing permitted to book early 1940-41 
jreleases pending the consummation 
lof a deal and subject to the terms 
arrived at under a contract 
force. It is reported various exhib 
ihave been intentionally ‘saving up 


(Continued on page 21) 


when 


RKO WILL NOT HALT 
‘LITTLE MEN’ REISSUE 


No effo wll be mad RKO 
to halt reissue of wittle Mer Dy 
Times Pictures, although i il co 
incide with release of a N VE O 
by RKO’s Towne and Baker u! 
(,eorge J Si haete! RKO prex ae 

BE I 
clared last weel 

Original filmization of Lou ai M 
Alcott classic .was made by Mascot 


in 1935 and starred Ralph Morgan 
and Erin O’Brien-Moore. Announce- 
ment of its reissue in the fall was 
made last week. Towne and Baker 
have had their film in work for sev- 
eral months and have set the re- 
lease for Noy. 8 


| 
Lawrence Leaves Goldwyn 


Hollywood, Aug. 27 
Jock Lawrence has resigned as 
assistant to Sam Goldwyn. 
Joined producer six years ago as 


| head flack and the past three years | 


| functioned ag his aide 


on or to be still undertaken, will| house as guester with Barney Rapp, | 


| Ozzie Nelson, Little Jack Little and 
| Will Osborne bands. 





old customers as well as new ones 


RKO NET PROFIT 


FOR 26 WEEKS, 


$220,819 


| 
| 


| 


| 


| Statement of earnings for first 26 | 


Orpheum Corp. yesterday (Tuesday) 
reveals net profit of $220,819. This is 
a sharp decline from 
profit which the company hung up 
'for the first 13 weeks of the year, 
from RKO-Radio Pictures 
Corp. being responsible. 
Radio-Keith-Orpheum is top hold- 
ing company for RKO-Radio, Pathe 
and Keith-Albee-Orpheum, the thea- 
tre circuit operating company. Earn- 
ing statement represents the first six 
months of business by the new outfit, 
which was incorporated in Delaware 
as of Jan. 1 after 77b reorganization 
of the old Maryland company 
Comparison of earnings for the 
first 26 weeks of the current yeal 
with those of 1939 is not strictly pos- 
Sible, as the company was under 
Trustee 
at that time reported a net loss of 
$66.070. which, on the surface, would 
iderable improvement in 
the 1940 statement However, there 
was an item of $113,000 for adminis- 
trative expenses by the trustee and 
$381,555 for debts of the parent com- 
pany, which should be eliminated for 


a i re ac 


losses 


court’s supervision last yea! 


snow con 


urate comparison Thi 
would give RKO a net profit for the 
first 26 weeks of 1939 of $426,485, as 
against this year’s $220,819 
Second Quarter Off 

Poor biz during the second three 
months of this year 1 
dent from figures of earnings 
provision was made for depreciation 
and taxes. While up to March 30, 
RKO had a profit of $1,148,402, the 


stron sly evi- 
before 


next three months lifted th only to 
$1,425,592. Pulling this latter figure 
way down was the $1,058,385 allotted 
for lepreciation anda taxe while 
natuy ( \ iif im must 
+} 1) 
RKO € ) if € 
€ ! eal 
the ire 1 
¢ € Zz the stat 
Alt tugh no 
f f f earning 
f > inree ) liary companies in 
Radio-Keith-Orpheum Corp., it is 


well known that the circuit operat- 
ng company and the Pathe are both 
moneymakers, while the picture pro- 
ducing sand distributing affiliate ac- 
counts for the losses. 


Ex-Pugilist Wins Top 
. ° ° 
Spot in ‘Lil Abner’ 
Hollywood, Aug. 27. 
‘Li'l Abner,’ Vogue picture based 
on the newspaper strip, got under 
way at the RKO-Pathe studio with 
Granville Owen, former collegiate 
| heavyweight boxing champ, making 
his debut in the title role. 
Feature, siated for RKO release. is 
| directed by Albert S. Rogell. 


weeks of 1940, issued by Radio-Keith- | 


the $535,088 | 


As head of the anti-trust di- 
vision Arnold will preside at the 
hearing. His recommendations 
to Attorney General Jackson are 
likely to prevail whether the de- 
cree shall be accepted by the 
Government. 

Public hearing on strictly le- 
gal issues of an anti-trust litiga- 
tion is unprecedented outside the 
court where the action is pend- 
ing. So many conflicting opinions 
and protests against the decree, 
as finally drafted, have been re- 
ceived by Arnold, however, that 
he feels justified in seeking fur- 
ther information before closing 
out the case. 


Basis of settlement. by a consent 
decree, of the U. S. Government 
anti-trust suit inequity brought 
against major film companies in the 
N. Y. federal court in July, 1938, was 


|reached last Thursday (22), by at- 


torneys of the Justice Department 
and film companies. 

Three of the defendant companies 
are outside of the proposed decree, 
which awaits final approval by At- 
torney General Robert H. Jackson. 
They are Columbia, Universal and 
United Artists, against whom the 
Government is committed to renew 
the suit, under an amended com- 
plaint. Signatories to the consent 
decree will be Paramount. 
RKO, 20th-Fox and Warner Bros. 
All these have theatre affiliations, 
by ownership or management. 


Loew's, 


Decree does not mention divorce- 
ment of e interests. al- 
though division of functions was the 
principal relief the Government re- 
quested in the action 

Only bar to operation of the de- 
cree might De dissatisfaction with 
the final draft by Attorney General 
or Judge Henry W. God 
dard, before whom trial of the suit 


exhibition 


; 


Nas started on June 3, last, and sub- 


seauently adjourned during the 


period of consent decree negotia- 
tions Although there j likely to be 
egiste 1 with both Government of- 
4 1 + c ner 

ficials yng protest against certain 
features in the decree, the belief is 


general in the trade that the instru- 
ment will be given a three-year trial 
period, at the end of which the U. S. 
reserves the right to suspend the 
agreement and proceed with the 


original suit, including divorcement 
of theatre 

There remains, howe another 
int of uncertainty as to the effec- 


proposed a ree 


cli ling to ic > the agenda of the 
ting of lawyers. As 


(Continued on page 22) 


conlerence mece 


RKO Gets Montgomery 
For Lombard Starrer 


Hollywood, Aug. 27 
Mont- 


Metro to play 


Deal for loan of 
gomery to RKO bs 


opposite Carole Lombard in ‘Mr. and 


Robert 


Mrs. Smith’ has finally been set after 
several near slipups. Cameras will 
j}roil about Sept. 3. 

It will be Montgomery's first chore 


| since his return fror, France 


| 
| 
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Screwy Corporations for Publicity 
Purposes Annoy Cal. Sec y of State 


° 
4 





Hollywood, Aug. 27. 
California’s Secretary of State up| 
at Sacramento is growing weary of | 


Sneak Preview’ Gag 
Good B.0. in Canada 





these screwball corporations with 
which Hollywood film filacks are) Winnipeg, Aug. 27. | 
cluttering up his official records.| Famous Players (Canadian) Corp., | 


| 


'following the success of the ‘sneak | 
preview’ idea at their Kerrysdale | 
|nabe in Vancouver, are planning giv- | 


But there isn’t much he can do about 
it, in view of the fact that the law 
provides it is his duty to accept and 


American Flag Stickers 
Build Theatre Good Will 


Detroit, Aug. 27. 

Combining patriotism with auto- 
mobile is surefire stuff in this town. 
Associated Theatres here have given 
away close to 15,000 American flag 
stickers for automobile windshields. 

Alex Schreiber, of the group, re- 
ports that the idea is gaining 
plenty of good will since the Ameri- 
can flags aren't being given to just 
theatre patrons but anybody who ap- 
plies at the houses. 


SS 


Rep. Clears ‘Hit 





Brigham’ Preems 7 §.L. Cinemas; — 


Kit Carson’ in 6 Denver Houses 


By ARTHUR UNGAR 


Denver, Colo., Aug. 27. 


With Gov. Ralph L. Carr having| ‘The cheapest ex loitati e : 
proclaimed this Kit Carson Week,| = P tion expendi. 


premiere of Edward Small’s ‘Kit ture ever made by 20th-Fox should 
Carson’ opus was biggest thing |Show the best returns. Reliable fig. 
Denver has seen theatrically in its ures on cost of transporting 40 Holly. 
history. Picture got auspicious open- | wood personalities, including pre 


ing at six theatres Monday night! a 
(26) capacity of which was close | &xeculives, member of the cast of 


By BILL BROGDON 
Salt Lake City, Aug. 23. 





to 12,000, with standing room, 50c | ‘Brigham Young,’ other film nameg 


honor such things when they con- 
form to the code and are accom- 
panied by the fixed filing fees. 


Latest enterprise developed in a 
blurber’s brain is the Villainy Pro- 
tective Association, which is nothing 
more than an exploitation stunt for 
the Harold Franklin-RKO ‘The Vil- 
Jain Stili Pursues Her.’ Directors 
listed in the incorporation papers in- 
clude Alan Mowbray, Boris Karloff, 
Margaret Hamilton and Marc Law- 
rence. George Bilson, who is named 
as executive secretary, ‘is publicity 
director on the ‘Villain,’ which fea- 
tures Mowbray. 


It’s the seventh stunt of the kind 


‘ing the stunt a whirl in Winnipeg. 
\Idea has never been worked locally. 


|Picked for the scene is the deluxe 
| nabe Uptown (1,700-seater) managed 
by E. A. Retallick, opening Aug. 29 
with ‘Sea Hawk.’ 

| Famous planning something along 
ithe lines of a ‘Hollywood opening’ 
‘for the event complete with canopies 
and carpets. Details under guidance 
lof Don Gauld, Famous supervisor. 
Hollywood, Aug. 27. 
| | Screen rights to the title, ‘Hit 


-CHAPLIN’S ‘LIFE’ SUIT | Parade,” have been settled by an 


| agreement between the Republic 
OVER STILLS DROPPED 23\se3t%sermits the fim company 
|to marquee ‘Hit Parade of 1941,’ but 


Title Rights, But 


Loses on Tieups 














to hit the State Secretary’s books | : 
thi ea b t it’ robabl far from | Charles Chaplin and Charles Chap- | 
Se deen J Film Corp.’s $1,000,000 suit | 


the last, beeause an incorporated |!in 


prevents it from using the radio 
how title for any commercial tieups. 


Ss 


gag is surefire for page one in the |@Sainst Time, Inc., 
California dailies. Total cost of in- 
corporating an organization in Cali- 
fornia, including attorney fees, 
ranges from $25 to $50, which makes 
it inexpensive publicity. 


Henry R. Luce, Difficulty was caused by the fail- 
| John Shaw Billings, Roy E. Larsen/ure of Republic to observe the time 
and Charles D. Jackson was settled | limit after producing its first ‘Hit 
and discontinued in N. Y. federal! Parade’ in 1937. The second picture 
court Monday (26). A final consent | had been scheduled for the following 
judgment was agreed upon and sub-| year but never reached the lensing 


mitted as a formality to Judge Vin- | 
cent L. Leibell for his signature. | 
The judgment waives and releases | 
any accounting for damages and| 
‘ » profits on both sides, which elimin- | 
HANDSOMEST ICE MAN {ates the $1,000,000 damages and a 
|possible counterclaim by Life. The | 
defendant, Time, Inc., publisher of! 
|Life, agrees to be permanently re- 
Lyston Renfro, 35, last week was strained from publishing any more 
chosen as the ‘Handsomest Ice Man’ |prints from Chaplin’s ‘The Great 
in St. Louis and qualified to compete | Dictator’ unless publicly released for 
in a national contest at New Orleans | advertising purposes after Aug. 1. 
in October sponsored by the National | Within 10 days of the signing of the 
Association of Ice Industries. The | order, all prints plus those of a 16 
winner of the national contest will |mm. caliber in possession of the de- 
be tagged The Original Glamour Ice | fendants will be delivered to the 
Man and will be screen-tested by plaintiff for destruction. 
Paramount in Hollywood. Action had sought damages, claim- 
Renfro bested 60 other local ice- |ing that Life had published a pic- 
men, The contest was held at the | 
Fox theatre and one of the judges 
was ‘Mr. Fixit’ radio commentator | 
for station WIL. Renfro was awarded 
a pair of solid silver ice tongs and a 
gold trophy. 











PAR TO SCREEN-TEST 





St. Louis, Aug. 27. 


June. without the consent of the 
plaintiff. Chaplin. who claims to be 


picture, asserted that such prior pub- 
|licity would ruin the value of his | 





film. Besides an injunction against 
‘ ‘ the issue, he sought $1,000,000 
Best Locking Treck Driver |damages. The injunction was 


Seattle, Aug. 27. 
Best looking truck driver is going | 
to come into his own, at last, and the 
reward will be a loving cup from 
Ann Sheridan. This fs the new gag 


granted, and Life was forced to yank | 
the stills from as many of its issues 
as was possible. Several hundred 
thousand had already been distrib- 
uted when the court order was is- 


figured out by Jack Sampson, adv.| sued, and these could not be re- 
mgr. of Sterling Chain for “They, called. 
Drive by Night’ (WB) next at 





Palomar (Sterling). 

In co-op with executive-secretary B d Sob | 0 
Finger of the Washington Motor ernar e uits 
Transport Assn., four pictures a day | 
of truck drivers, selected from the | Metro to Freelance 
motor freight haulers, will run in! 
the Seattle Star. Readers will vote 
on the best looker. Sampson also is 
lining up a truck parade, with four 
of the giants in line of march. 





Leaving the Loew-Metro exploita- 
tion organization after five years on 
special relations, Bernard Sobel is 
doing indie publicity. His first 
chore is for Metro on ‘Ziegfeld Girl,’ 
and prior thereto he is on a quick 
trek to Louisville and New Or- 
Jeans on behalf of Walter Wanger’s 
‘Foreign Correspondent’ (UA). 

As Florenz Ziegfeld’s last p.a., So- 
bel’s work on Metro's ‘Ziegfeld Girl’ 
—incidentally, he also wrote a book 
of that name—embraces semi-his- 
torical values. 





Or, You Don’t Suspect 
It’s a Press Stunt? 


Good fight is something an Irish- 
man can’t stay out of, apparently, 
even if it is on the screen. Audience 
at Loew’s State, N. Y., on Saturday 
(24) afternoon was startled to see 
a man about 30 leave his seat, rush | 
‘up on the stage and begin a battle 
with the shadowy figure on the 
screen. 

Ushers rushed up and dragged the 
belligerent one off before serious 
damage was done either to himself 
or the silver sheet. He fainted from 
excitement in one of the usher’s arms 
and had to be revived before being 
sent home. 

Picture was ‘When the Daltons 
Rode.’ 

Robbery of a New York Central 
mail] train in manner reminiscent of 
the old west, on the same day ‘When 
the Daltons Rode’ opened at 11 | 


Mpls. Daily Rejects 
Indie’s Ad on Sexer 
Minneapoiis, Aug. 27. 
Star-Journal here refused Crystal 
theatre’s ad for ‘Secrets of a Model’ 
which was carried by Tribune and 
Times-Tribune. Ad describes film 
as ‘daringly modern’ and says it ‘lays 
bare private lives of glamorous girls 
in glittering Hollywood,’ with ‘a les- 
son for every girl and a warning for 
every parent.’ 
‘Absolutely no children’s 
are sold,’ according to the ad. 


tickets 





ture of Chaplin from his picture in, 


looking: for a $5,000,000 gross on the! 


stage until this season. 


‘Pastor Hall’ Philly 
Preem a Roosevelt 
Family Proposition 





Philadelphia, Aug. 27. 

‘Pastor Hall’ was given its eastern 
|premiere at the Aldine Thursday 
night (22) under the sponsorship of 
almost the entire Roosevelt family. 
James had produced it. Eleanor 
spoke the prolog. And Elliott and 
Franklin D., Jr., pinch-hitted for 
| brother Jimmy who was ill at the 
Coast and unable to attend the open- 
ing. The brothers spoke over a radio 
lobby interview praising the picture 
and urging all within the sound of 
their voices to come see it, 


Elliott flew in from Moose, Wyo., 
where he is vacationing. Franklin, 
Jr., was tanned from a two-weeks 
training cruise with the Naval Re- 
serve Officers Training Corps in 
which he is an ensign. 

The picture, made 
Films and distributed by 
Artists, was hailed by film critics 
as ‘more grim and appalling than 
|any picture made on the war.’ A 
crowded house applauded Mrs 
| Roosevelt when, from the screen, 
she spoke the prolog written by Rob- 
ert E. Sherwood. 

The premiere w: unmarred by 
picketing by the American Federa- 
tion of Musicians. The union had 
urged Jimmy Roosevelt to take the 
picture to an independent house. be- 
cause the Warner theatres were ‘un- 
fair.” (Central city S-W houses have 
been picketed since last December 
because of a row over terms of a 
new contract.) 

Because time was too short to 
make any changes, the film went into 
the Aldine scheduled. Officials 
of the union decided not to picket 
the house to avoid embarrassing the 
Roosevelt boys. 


Charter 
United 


by 


Ss 


as 


Hearst’s Rap at Pic 

‘Pastor Hall,” James Roosevelt’s 
initial presentation as a producer, 
came in for a licking last week by 
William Randolph Hearst in his ‘In 
the News’ column on page one of 
the N. Y. Journal-American and 
other Hearst papers throughout the 
country. Publisher called it ‘in- 
flammatory,’ hinted that it is Com- 
|munistic, and objected to its prolog 
'by Mrs. Franklin D. Roosevelt. 
| ‘Even the gentle first lady of the 
| land,’ Hearst wrote, ‘sponsors an in- 
\flammatory anti-German picture 
|made from the writings of Ernst 


Around 
ith 


admission in all houses. 
$6,000 was taken in last night w 
at all 


a single performance six 
houses. 

Original plan was to use three 
theatres but as interest increased 


locally the other three were added 
on and the Broadway, Denver, Ta- 
bor, Aladdin, Rialto and Paramount 
all showed the same picture. There 
were only four prints on hand but 


the picture was bicycled successfully | 


around the circuit of houses. 


Piece de resistance for the locals 
were the 25 Hollywood players and 
execs who came by special train, 
arriving this morning, and 
ing Jon Hall, Lynn Bari, Anita 
Louise, Olympe Bradna, Charlie 
Ruggles, Carol Landis, Fay Wray, 
Jack LaRue, Florence Bates, Ray- 
mond Hatton, Ward Bond, William 
Farnum, C. Henry Gordon, Dana 
Andrews, Astrid Alwyn, Harold 
Huber, Tom Brown, Renie Riano, 
Sabu, Clayton Moore, John Hubbard. 
Richard Rowland, Val Paul. and 
Victor Suther. 

First stop heading here was at 
Salt Lake where local broadcast 
was made Sunday night (25) and 
autographs signed during the stop- 
over. Following parade of players, 


was thronged by around = 100,000. 
Hollywoodites were guests at Cham- 





ber of Commere luncheon where 
|Farnum received a tremendous ova- 
|tion on celebration of the 50th an- 


iniversary of his stage debut. C. 
Henry Gordon, alumnus of the 
|Elitch Garden stock company, also 
‘got a great tribute as did Sabu. 


| Cocktails were served at the Harry 
'C. Huffman estate. Shangriha, a 
\replica of the ‘Lost Horizon’ picture 
set where local society met the film 
'group. Following dinner at Hotel 
|Cosmopolitan the players were 
ltaken for their personal appearance 
rounds. 

At Denver theatre there was an 
NBC-Red broadcast arranged by 
Lloyd Yoder, of KOA, with cast do- 
ing its stint for half an hour, Charlie 


Ruggles emceeing as he did on all 
the other theatre stages Streets 
were thronged around all theatres 


with players being introduced before 


entering the house over public ad-| 
Night wound up with! 


dress system. 


Kit Carson Greater Movie Season 


includ- | 


‘cowboys, bands, etc., line of march | 


'and photogs, plus expenses necessary 
to house and feed party during brief 


jsojourn, set studio back less 
| $10,000. oe: 


| In return for this expense careful 
campaign started three weeks ago in 
this Mormon town of 150,000 popula. 
| tion will spread goodwill throughout 
| the country and should count in 
creating needed ‘first interest’ in the 
saga of the leader of the Latter Day 
Saints outside those spots where re- 
|ligious sect predominates. 

It is not likely that a party from 
Hollywood has ever before or will 
ever again encounter a more 
orderly crowd of star-gazers. esti- 
'mated by the police department to 
|have been in the neighborhood of 
| 100,000. Town's turnout seemed to 
have been practically unanimous and 
|police rule that no autographs be 
|sought during arrival and parade 
|that followed helped keep program 
/moving off without a hitch. 


For screening of 20th-Fox's pictur- 
\ization of the founder of Salt Lake 
'City, studio called in services of the 
seven theatres, seating 8,700, in the 
Intermountain Theatres, Inc., chain, 
with the Centre serving as top house, 
Visiting celebs congregated at late 
ter theatre for their final personals, 
after a tour of four others, before 
joining the audience to take a look 
at the newest Zanuck creation them- 
selves. Other houses included in the 
mass screening of ‘Brigham Young’ 
were the Utah, Studio, Capitol, Vic- 
tory, Paramount and Marlo. 

Morning howers failed to dampen 
spirits of the gapers and rainfall dur- 
ing the late evening as Hollywood- 
ites left the Centre for return to the 
Hotel Utah to prepare for departure 
to the airport didn’t drive the die- 
hards to shelter. This town had oc- 
casion for more noise than ever be- 
fore in its history and screaming si- 
rens as cars loaded with celebs 
darted hither and yon on the streets 
escorted by police kept the ‘early-to- 
bedders’ wide awake. All civic of- 
fices were closed between 1:20 p. m. 
and 2:30 p.m. and majority of the 
stores also shut their doors for dura- 
tion of lengthy parade. 

A tired Hollywood crowd finally 
managed their way back to the air- 
port to start the homeward flight 
aboard the two chartered United Air- 


ball at Civic Auditorium. tickets lines transports. Last plane, bearing 
having been. distributed free to Darryl F. Zanuck, Monte Banks, 
patrons of local theatres and more Mary Astor, Nancy Kelly, Jean Rog- 
i\than 50,000 crowding the large &Ts Gregory Ratoff, Harry Brand, 
structure. various studio publicity attaches, 


Murphy McHenry, Edward Small 


photographers and two members of 


p.a., arranged all the details for| the Hollywood trade press, finally 
the festivities, having been here sev- Winged at 1:45 a.m. Staying over 
eral weeks ahead. assisted by | here was Tyrone Power and sev eral 
George Gumpertz, of the UA exploi- | others of troupe making trek. They 
tation department. Town was plas- leave tomorrow (24). First plane to 
tered with signs. billboards, etc, re-| Set away had as passengers Mrs. 


galia of the Carson period was 
worn, and with premiere over the 
picture settled down to its regular 
run at the Denver theatre on Mon- 


day. Rick Ricketson and Harry 
Huffman, of the Intermountain 
| Theatres, were in charge of local 


arrangements and found cooperation 


Darryl Zanuck, Brenda Joyce, Cesar? 
Romero, Mr. and Mrs. Dean Jagger, 
Linda Darnell and mother, Jane 
Withers and mother, Mr. and Mrs. 
Robert Kane and members of studio's 
press department. 

Sidney R. Kent, 20th-Fox prexy, 
Herman Wobber, Walter J. Hutchin- 


from everyone of the competitive! son, W. J. Kupper arrived here yes- 
film exchanges in lining up andjterday (22) from New York to at- 
carrying out the program. Small,|tend celebration. Louis Bromfield, 


who produced the picture. got stage 
fright and esconced himself in a San 
Francisco hotel where half-hour 
telephonic reports were made to him 
by Jake Milstein. McHenry and Val 
Pal. Hollywood delegation was en- 
tertained locally on Tuesday and 
trained home that night arriving 


| Thursday morning. New York con- 
_tingent cf trade press planed out 
| Tuesday morning with Monroe 
| Greenthal. 





| Toller, who was in 1919 leader of | 


who authored original story, was also 
on hand to help studio's reportedly 
$2,000,000 epic be launched properly. 





CO-OP AD FOR LOEW'S, 
| ST. LOUIS, 16TH ANNI 


| St. Louis, Aug. 27. 

| The 16th anniversary of Loew's 
gave manager Harold D. ‘Chick 
Evens and Jimmy Harris, publicity 
‘and advertigng director, an oppor- 














Loew houses was being sniffed as a 


publicity stunt by other companys’ | 


press departments last Friday (23). 
However, when a tieup by neither 
Loew’s nor Universal materialized 


‘Mounted’ Preem in Sas 


| tunity to promote a full page c0-OP 
‘Northwest ad splashed in the Star-Times, p.™. 
rag with circulation of approximate- 
In addition to a swell 


| World premiere of 
| Mounted Police’ wil be held by Par 
at Regina, Saskatchewan, birthplace 1¥ 160,000. 











and New York cops and postal in- |compromise following extended hear- 
spectors appeared to be really in |ings before the State Industrial Ac- 
earnest, other p.av’s began to admit (cident Commission. 
that mebbe the holdup—the first! Dispute centered around the ques-| 
such within the limits of N. Y. City tion of whether Heacock was on| 
—was on the level, duty when he went to his death. 


: the Communist revolution in Ba-| 

$2,000 FOR FLACK’S DEATH varia against the Republican gov- 
Los Angeles, Aug. 27. (ernment of President Ebert.’ 

Widow of Francis Heacock, War- Publisher also mentioned suit! 

ners studio flack killed in an auto brought by Toller estate against 

accident last spring, will receive Grand National, Ltd., which dis- 

$2,000 compensation as result of a/tributed the film in England. Es- 


tate claims screen rights were never 
purchased to the unproduced play 
from which ‘Hail’ was made. He) 
further declared the picture was 
‘produced by an English company 
as war propaganda.’ 





of the famed Canadian cop organiza- | 
tion, on Oct. 21 under auspices of the 


| Studio. Details are yet to be worked | 
out. 
Par plans simultaneous openings 


of the film Oct. 25 in all the key 


‘cities of the Dominion. 


layout for the forthcoming ‘Pride 


and Prejudice’ and “Turnabout,’ all 
with 


were plentifully garnished 
photos scattered throughout the 
page. 


Twenty merchants cooperated for 
the occasion. 
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Chi B.0.s Go Up As Temp. Drops; 
‘Affairs -Fields Orch Fine $18,000, 
‘Mob-Wheeler-Green Good $17,000 


-——- 


Chicago, Aug. 27. 

With cooler weather, business is 
in good shape currently, The attrac- 
tion of the open road, the beaches 
and sports has been considerably 
weakened by the dipping thermome- 
ter, and the public is hiking to the- 
atres. 

Oriental, which has been on the 
upswing for the past month, con- 
tinues its brilliant pace this week. 
With Shep Fields’ band on stage and 
‘Private Affairs’ on screen, the take 
will be excellent. Rival State-Lake 
is also having a time of it currently 


with Bert Wheeler and Mitzi Green | 


on the stage. 

‘Boys from Syracuse,’ on holdover 
at Palace, is coming through this 
week in continued good fashion. Also 
holding in the loop are ‘All This, and 
Heaven Too,’ for its fourth week, 
‘Love You Again’ for the second, and 
‘Drive by Night’ for its third. 

Estimates fer This Week 


Apollo (B&K) (1,200; 35-55-65-75) | 


—Drive Night’ (WB). Here after a 
fortnight in the Roosevelt and com- 
ing through to good $4,500. Last 
week, ‘Man Married’ (20th), medi- 
ocre $3,700. 

Chicago (B&K) (4,000; 35-55-75 )— 
‘Frank James’ (20th) and stage show. 
Action flicker looks for satis*ying 
$35,000, especially on the evening 
trade. Last week, ‘Love Back’ (WB) 
and Ritz Bros. on stage, fine $39,500. 

Garrick (B&K) (900; 35-55-65-75 )— 
‘Heaven Too’ (WB) (4th wk). 
bright at $3,500. Last week, smart 
$4,800. 

Oriental (Jones) (3,200; 28-44)— 
‘Private Affairs’ (U) and Shep Fields 
orch on stage. 
the offing for this combination at 
$18,000. Last week was winner at 
$15,700 with ‘Earthbound’ (20th) and 
Eddy Howard's second week on stage. 

Palace (RKO) (2,500; 33-44-66)— 
‘Syracuse’ (U) (2d wk) and ‘Tom 
Brown’ (RKO). Heading for sharp 
$9,500 currently. Last week, with 
‘Saint Over’ (U), nifty $14,800. 

Roosevelt (B&K) (1,500; 35-55-65- 
75)—‘McGinty’ (Par). Opened Sat- 
urday (24) and got some good bally- 
hoo. Looks for okay $1@@00. Last 
week. ‘Drive Night’ (WB), finished 
fortnight here to oke $7,100. 

State-Lake (B&K) (2,700; 28-44)— 
‘Queen Mob’ (Par) and Bert Wheel- 
er and Mitzi Green headlining on 
stage. Healthy week here at $17,000. 
Last week, Maxie Rosenbloom per- 
sonal and ‘Girls of Road’ (Col) sad 
$13,200. 

United Artists (B&K-M-G) (1,700; 
$5-55-65-75) ‘Love Again’ (M-G) 


(2d wk). Holding to $10,000, plenty 
good, after smackeroo $14,400 last 
week, 


Woods (Essaness) (1,200; 75-$1.10- 
$1.65)—‘Gone’ (M-G) (31st wk). That 
Labor Day closing will not come off 
this year. Building on cool weather 
to $7,500. wow biz for this length of 
run, after taking resounding $7,000 
last week 


‘SEA HAWK,’ $10,000, 
MOPS UP IN MEMPHIS 


Memphis, Aug. 27 

‘Sea Hawk’ is cleaning up on Main 
Street as well as the Spanish Main 
this week. Flynn's foamy forays are 
packing the local Warner at all 
shows and shooting for a reeord 
gross of recent seasons on strength 
of upped admish. 

The New Malco is also having a 
nice week with Columbia’s ‘He 
Stayed for Breakfast.’ Disappoint- 
ment of the late summer is ‘Lucky 
Partners,’ the Colman-Rogers com- 
bine, which is definitely so-so at 
Loew’s State, despite supposed b.o 
draw here of both stars and alleged 
general yen for comedy. 

Loew’ Palace is skidding badly 
with four days of ‘Captain Caution’ 
and three of ‘Golden Fleecing 

Estimates for This Week 

Loew’s State (Loew) (2,600; 10-33- 
44)—Lucky Partners’ (RKO). Ex- 
pected to draw heavily, especially 
after favorable notices, this one is 
extremely mild and _ reaction is 
n.s.g. Looks like sub-par $4,300. Last 
week ‘Frank James’ (20th), $6,500, 
very good, 

Warner (Warner) (2,300; 15-40-55) 
—Sea Hawk’ (WB). Raves from 
press and public, plus no squawks 
over tipped prices, heading this one 
for close to $10,000, a whameroo 
Last week ‘Drive Night’ (WB) (2d 
wk), $3,500, good for holdover. 

New Malco (Lightman) (2,800; 10- 
33-44)—‘Stayed Breakfast’ (Col). 
Young-Douglas Red spoofing well 
taken here. Should do good $5,500. 
Last week ‘Alias Deacon’ (U), three 
days, and ‘Lady Question’ (Col), 
three days, $3,600, frail. 

Loew’s Palace (Loew) (2,200; 10- 
33-44)—‘Captain Caution’ (UA), four 


Still | 


Bang-up money in| 


+> 


! 
| days ‘Golden Fleecing’ (M-G), three 
|days. Trade is sagging to poor $2,- 
| 500. Last week ‘Love Again’ (M-G), 
| three-day h.o., and ‘Disney Festival’ 
(RKO), four days, $4,300, not bad. 
Strand (Lightman) (1,000; 10-22- 
33)—Girl Friday’ (Col) (2d run), 
split with ‘Geronimo’ (Par), (2d 
run). Okay $1,600. Last week, ‘Fa- 
vorite Wife’ (RKO), ‘One Beautiful’ 
(M-G), split, $1,700, good. 


“FUNZ-MAISIE 
«BIG $17,500 
IN OMAHA 











Omaha, Aug. 27. 

| Bolstered by huge matinees, large- 
ly kids, Benny Meroff’s ‘Funzafire’ 
‘unit at the Orpheum, plus ‘Gold Rush 

Maisie,’ is tops this week. 

Omaha has second week of ‘I Love 
You Again’ and ‘Sporting Goods’ for 
| better than average week. Brandeis, 
, which brought back ‘Snow White’ 
and the Disney festival, together with 
‘Dr, Christian Meets Women,’ is okay. 

Estimates for This Week 

Town (Goldberg) (1,500; 10-20-25) 
—One Man’s Law’ (Indie), ‘Some- 
where Sonora’ (WB) and ‘Madmen 
Europe’ (Col) split three ways with 
‘Double Alibi’ (U), ‘There Goes 
; Groom’ (U) and ‘Border Patrolman’ 

(Cap), tripler, and ‘My Son’ (UA) 
and ‘Divorcement’ (RKO), Fair $1,- 
200. Last week, ‘Gaucho Serenade’ 
(Rep), ‘Ski Patrol’ (U) and ‘Satur- 


day’s Children’ (WB), split with 
‘Black Friday’ (U), ‘Stage Door’ 


Sundown’ 
and ‘Saps 


(RKO) and ‘Cowboy 
(Mono), ‘Zanzibar’ (U) 
Sea’ (UA), ditto. 

Orpheum (Tristates) (3,000; 10-40- 
55)—'Gold Rush Maisie’ (M-G) plus 
‘Funzafire’ unit. Will reach very big 
$17,500. Last week, ‘Frank James’ 
(20th) and ‘We Are Young’ (M-G), 
nice $10,000. 

Omaha (Tristates) (2,000; 10-25-40) 
— ‘Love Again’ (M-G) and ‘Sporting 
Blood’ (M-G) (2d wk). Set for $8,- 
200, good. Last week, fine $10,000. 

Brandeis (Mort Singer) (1,500; 10- 
25-35-40 )—‘Snow White’ (RKO) and 
‘Dr. Christian Women’ (RKO), Ex- 
pects $5,000, pretty fair figure. Last 
week, ‘Heaven Too’ (WB), good $6,- 
500 

State (Goldberg) (900; 10-25-25)— 
‘Waterloo Bridge’ (M-G) and ‘Three 
Faces West’ (Rep), split with ‘Hot 
Steel’ (U), Flight Angels’ (WB) and 


‘Chan's Cruise’ (20th). Fair $1,500. 
Last week, ‘Four Sons’ (20th) and 
‘Susan God’ (M-G), split with Moth- 


ers’ (M-G) and ‘Saturday’s Children’ 
(WB), $1,600. 

Avenue - Military - Dundee (Gold- 
berg) (950-600-300; 25)—‘Four Sons’ 
(20th) and ‘Waterloo Bridge’ (M-G), 
split with ‘Seven Gables’ (U), ‘Black 
Friday’ (U) and ‘Shooting High’ 
(20th). Fair $1,100. Last week, ‘My 
Son’ (UA) and ‘Susan God’ (M-G), 
split with ‘Chan Cruise’ (20th) and 
‘Mothers’ (M-G), good $1,500, 


‘Love Again’ Nice 


$6,000 in Portland 


Portland, Ore., Aug. 27. 
Returns-about equal for all major 
pots, with two new pix and two'! 


‘I Love You Again,’ at 
looks like the best new bet 
Estimates for This Week 
Broadway (Parker) (2,000; 35-40- 
50) Daltons Rode’ (U) and ‘Private 
Affairs’ (U) 
ing for $4,300 Last week, ‘Drive 
Night’ (WB) and ‘Ladies Live’ (WB), 

big $6,200 and moved to Mayfair. 


the UA, 


Mayfair (Parker-Evergreen) (1,- 
500: 35-40-50)—‘Drive Night’ (WB) 
and ‘Ladies Live’ (WB). Doing 


okay 3,200. Last week, ‘Love Back’ 
(WB) and ‘Man Talked Much’ 
(WB), closed second week for satis- 
factory $2,800. 

Paramount (Hamrick-Evergreen) 
(3.000; 35-40-50) ‘Frank James’ 
(20th¥ and ‘Pop Pays’ (RKO) (2d 


wk.) Holding up well for good 
$3.900. First week went to big $5,- 
500. 


United Artists (Parker) (1,000; 35- 
40-50)—Love Again’ (M-G) and ‘We 
Are Young’ (M-G). Will probably 
get nice $6,000. Last week, ‘Pride 
Prejudice’ (M-G) and ‘Gold Rush 
Maisie’ (M-G), second week, closed 
at $4,200. 


Making average show- | 


First Runs on Broadway 


(Subject to Change) 





Week of Aug. 29 


Aster—‘Gone With the Wind’ 
(M-G) 37th wk.). 

Capitol—I Love You Again’ 
(M-G) (3d wk.). 

Criterion—‘Gold Rush Maisie’ 
(M-G) (31). 

(Reviewed in Vartety, July 31) 

Globe—‘Hell’s Cargo’ (Film 
Alliance) (31). 

Music Hall—‘Pride and Prej- 
udice’ (M-G) (4th wk.). 

Palace—‘Pop Always Pays’ 
(RKO). , 

(Reviewed in Variety, June 19) 

Paramount—‘Rhythm on the 
River’ (Par) (28). 

(Reviewed in Variety, Aug. 21) 

Rialto—‘One Crowded Night’ 
(RKO) (27). 

(Reviewed in Vartiery, Aug. 21) 

Rivoli—‘F o reign Correspon- 
dent’ (UA) (27). 

(Reviewed in Current Issue) 

Roxy—‘He Stayed for Break- 
fast’ (Col) (30). 

(Reviewed in Varety, Aug. 14) 

Strand—‘The Sea Hawk’ (WB) 
(4th wk.). 

Week of Sept. 5 


Astor—‘Gone With the Wind’ 
(M-G (38th wk.). 

Music Hall—‘Lucky Partners’ 
(RKO). 

(Reviewed in Variety, Aug. 21) 

Paramount—‘Rhythm on _ the 
River’ (Par) (2d wk.). 

Rialto—‘Stranger on the Third 
Floor’ (RKO) (3). 

Rivoli—‘F o reign Correspon- 
dent’ (UA) (2d wk.). 

Roxy—The Great 
(20th) (6). 

(Reviewed in Variety, Aug. 21) 

Strand—‘Flowing Gold (WB) 
(6). 


(Reviewed in Current Issue) 


Profile’ 











Loy-Powell Open 
Cincy Grand To 


Cincinnati, Aug. 27. 

Main sector’s cinema biz is skying 
to a hotcha end-of-summer take this 
week, due in large measure to open- 
ing of the new RKO Grand with 
Myrna Loy-Powell’s ‘I Love You 
Again.’ Grand, occupying the site 
of the old Grand Opera House, and 
the RKO Shubert, which relighted 
last week after summer layoff, add 
nearly 3,600 seats to seating capacity 
of major pic parlors. New Grand is 
first downtown cinema to be built 
since the Albee was ‘unveiled in 
1925. 

Trailing socko take of ‘I Love You 
Again’ currently are ‘He Stayed for 


Breakfast’ and ‘Frank James,’ with 
comfy marks for the Palace and 
Albee, respectively. ‘Gold Rush 
Maisie’ is n.s.h. for Keith’s 
Estimates for This Week 

Albee (RKO) (3.300: 39-47) 
|‘Frank James’ (20th) Fair $9,500. 
Same last week with ‘Boys Syra- 
cuse’ (U). 

Capitol (RKO) (2,000; 42-60)— 
‘Boom Town’ (M-G) (3d wk). Ter- 


rific $8,000 and holds for another 
| week. Last week (2d), socko $13,- 
1000. Pic got sensational $20,000 in 
first seven days 
Family (RKO) 
‘Millionaires Prison D) 
‘Pop Pays’ (RKO), split with ‘Gam- 
bling Seas’ (WB) and ‘Country Ro- 
mance’ (RKO) Okay $2,000. Ditto 


(1,000; 15-28)— 





last week on ‘Not So Tough’ (U) and 

| ‘South Karanga’ (U), divided with 
}‘Queen Mob’ (Par) and ‘Haunted 
i Gold’ (WB) 

Grand (RKO 1.439 33-50 
‘Love Ag i . (M-G) P ell Loy 
im ipnet and opent: of 1 1e- 
luxer combining {fo i $15.000 
| Pie remait for second week 

Keith’s (L n) (1.500: 39-47) 
‘Gol* Rush Maisie’ (M-G) N.s.h 
$3.500 Last wee! ‘Blondie Servant’ 
| (Col), slow $3,000 
| Lyric (RKO) (1,400: 39-47)—‘Boys 
| Syracuse’ (U) Moveove! from 
|Albee. Dull $3,000. Last week, 
‘Snow White’ (RKO) (revival) (2d 
wk), no dice at $2,200 after nice 
$4.500 on first week. 

Palace (RKO) (2.600: 39-47)— 
‘Stayed Breakfast’ (Col). Okay $10,- 
000. Last week, ‘Diive Night’ (WB), 
very good $12.500. 

Shubert (RKO) (2.150: 39-47)— 
‘Drive Night’ (WB) Transferred 





Mild $3.500. Last week, 
three months of 
iventure’ (Col), 


from Palace. 
start of season after 
darkness, ‘Married A 
| slow $3,000. 


| BRISKIN BACK TO H’WOOD 

Denver, Aug. 27 
Sam Briskin, who has been at 
| Broadmoor. on vacation for the past 
rned to his Columbia post 
ood Monday (26). 





; month, ret 
| j 
jin Hollyv 


(RKO) and! 


Folks filed away their bathing 
suits during the past week and furs 
came out of mothballs as the weather 
did a terrific about-face. Cooling 


atres and were still off yesterday 
(Tues.), but some more summer tem- 
perature is looked for by the weath- 
er man. 


However, meantime August is go- 
ing out and the coming week brings 
in Labor Day, which is always big, 
regardless. Thus, it appears most 
managerial worries are over until 
something else like the week before 
Christmas gets here. 


They’d need a Hollywood diction- 
ary of adjectives to describe some 
of the business that Broadway is ex- 
periencing. This is notably true of 
two shows that are currently on 
their third weeks and running away. 
These are ‘Pride and Prejudice,’ at 
the Music Hall and ‘Sea Hawk,’ plus 
Phil Spitalny at the Strand. 

Outstanding strength is indicated 
by the fact that ‘Pride’ got $101,000 
the first week; $98,000 last week (2d) 
and currently will hit around $95,000. 
Equally fine staying power is being 
exhibited by ‘Sea Hawk’ and Spi- 
talny, with figures for this bill and 
‘Pride’ almost unbelievable for sum- 
mer. Strand hit near to $50,000 the 
first round ,$43,500 the second and 
now in its third week will be $40,000, 
perhaps a little over. 

The fourth stanza for both shows 
will carry them over Labor Day. For 
the Hall, ‘Pride’ will be the fourth 
picture to go beyond three at that 
theatre. 

Two new pictures for the final 
week of August are ‘Young People’ 
(Roxy) and ‘When the _ Daltons 
Rode’ (State). Former has a Bowes 
amateur unit aiding it. The gross is 
sturdy and should hit around $40,000, 
but a holdover is not planned. 

‘Daltons,’ aided by Henry Armetta, 
Betty Hutton and Ciro Rimac’s or- 
chestra, looks a solid $27,000, excel- 
lent. House seldom plays a picture 





| 
| 
| 


first-run and very often in the past | 
mas | when it has done so the results have 
9 | not been good. 


Holdover of ‘I Love You Again’ at 
the Capitol is pretty good at around 
$30,000 and it goes a third session, 
starting tomorrow (Thurs.). As oc- 
curred the first Monday night of the 
picture, the second Dr. I. Q. 


break down the boxoffice. Business 
on the day was about the same as on 
Friday (23), however, with the night 
take about double that of the mati- 
nee. 

The Paramount went two weeks 
with ‘McGinty’ and Cab Calloway, 
getting plenty of profit. A rollicking 
$45,500 was grossed the first seven 
days, while the holdover was very 
| strong on pace at $38,500. House 
opens ‘Rhythm on the River® and a 
| stage complement consisting of Ken 
| Murray, Will Bradley orchestra, Ray 
McKinley and others today (Wed.) 

In darkness for most of the sum- 
mer, the Rivoli reopened last night 
(Tues.) with ‘Foreign Correspond- 
ent.’ 


Estimates for This Week 

Astor (1,012; 75-85-$1.10-$1.65- 
$2.20) —‘Gone’ (M-G) (37th week) 
Last week (36th) same as the prior 
week, $11,000 Metro ascribes it 
mostly to out-of-towner 

Capitol (4,520; 25-40-55-75-$1.10- 
$1 25) ‘I Love You Again’ (M-G) 
(2d week). Against strong compe- 
tition from combination operations, 
but holding its own well enough at 
$30,000 to go a third stanza. On first 
week, around $38,000, nice 


Criterion (1,662 25-40-55-65 ) 
‘Mystery Sea Raider’ (Par) Nice 
spurt this week, probably $9,000 
Last week “Three Faces West’ (Rep) 


fell off after a fair start. under $6,000 

Globe (1,700; 25-35-55) River's 
End’ (WB) Re ike getting no- 
where. le than $4.500 I ihead 
Ghost Creep (Mono) just ept 
along, only $4,000 

Palace (1,760 25-35-55) Drive 
By Night’ (WB) (2d run) and ‘Anne 
of Windy Poplars ’(RKO) (lst run), 
lualed. Brace may hit $8,000, o. k 
Lé t week’ twaln ‘Mi ath I M irried’ 
(20th) (2d run) and ‘¢ of De 


tiny’ (RKO) (1st run), $7,500 
Paramount (3,664: 25-35-55-88-99) 
‘Rhythm on River’ (Par) and, in 
person, Ken Murray, Will Bradley 
orch, Ray McKinley, others, open 
| today (Wed.). Two highly profitable 
weeks of $45,500 and $38,500 were 
|drawn by ‘McGinty’ (Par) and Cab 
Calloway. House would have held 
the show over but for commitments 
on the program previously set for 
Labor Day week 

Radio City Music Hall (5,980; 40- 
60-84-99-$1.65)—‘Pride and Preju- 
(M-G) and stage show (3d 
week). Almost fantastic strength of 
picture will mean around — 
| for the third (current) stanza). 


dice’ 


This 


is very close to last week (2d), when | 


gross was $98,000. First lap was 
$101,000. Show holds again. 
| Rialto (750; 25-40-55) — ‘One 


'Crow led Night’ (RKO). Opened ves 


systems were turned off in the the- | 


pro- | 
gram on the stage Monday evening | 
(26), with $1,000 handed out, didn’t | 


$95,000 | 


B'way Chilly, Biz Hot, Pride’ $95,000, 
Goes 4th Wk.; Hawk -Spitalny Wow 
3d Week, 406, Shirley-Bowes 406 


terday morning (Tues.), following a 
sad week with ‘Golden Gloves’ (Par) 
| which got only $4,000. Behind that, 
}a dual revival bill, ‘Baskervilles’ 
(20th) and ‘Gorilla’ (20th) only four 
i light days, $2,500. 

| Riveli (2,092; 25-40-55-75-99 )— 
| ‘Foreign Correspondent’ (UA), on a 
special premiere, reopened this house 
jlast night (Tues.). Regular run be- 
gins this morning (Wed.). 

| Roxy (5,836; 25-40-55-75)—‘Young 
| People’ (20th) and Major Bowes’ Am 
‘unit on stage. Combination of pic- 
ture and Bowes’ show drawing nicest 
business scored here in sometime, 
}around $40,000. Last week, second 
|for ‘Frank James’ (20th), $32,000, 
| good. 

State (3,450; 35-55-75)—‘Daltons 
Rode’ (U) and stage show. Picture 
| here on first run and together with 
in-person talent, Henry Armetta, 
| Betty Hutton, Ciro Rimac_ orch, 
| building gross to splendid $27,000. 
Last week ‘Ghost Breakers’ (Par) 
_and Al Trahan, Mildred Bailey, oth- 
ers, $21,000, o.k. 
| Strand (2,767; 25-50-55-75-85-99)— 
‘Sea Hawk’ (WB) and Phil Spitalny 
(3d week). Maintaining remarkable 
| Stamina, with combo draught of film 
| and Spitalny spelling very stout $40,- 
| 000 this week (3d). This is right on 
heels of $43,500 last week (2d) and 
| Close to $50,000 the first seven days. 
' Holds fourth week. 


YOUNG-DOUGLAS 


— GOOD $11,500 
IN KC. 


Kansas City, Mo., Aug. 27, 

_ Town has a couple of nice grossers 
in ‘They Drive by Night,’ at the Or- 
pheum, and ‘He Stayed for Break- 
| fast,’ at Midland. Former film has 
strong campaign behind it locally and 
is a possibility for holdover. Loretta 
Young-Melvyn Douglas team in the 
latter are getting comedy fans. 

Weather has been favorable. 

Estimate for This Week 

Esquire and Uptown (Fox Mid- 
west) (820 and 2,043: 10-28-44)— 
‘Frank James’ (20th) (2d wk). Full 
seven days will see $5,500, okay. First 





| week, steady $8,400. 


Midland (Loew’s) (4,101; 10-28-44) 
—‘Stayed Breakfast’ (Col) and ‘Gold- 
en Fleecing’ (M-G). Comedy top 
feature getting good play for $11,500. 
Last week, ‘Captain Caution’ (UA) 
and ‘Blondie Servant’ (Coy), fair 
$7,500. 

Newman (Paramount) (1,900; 10- 
28-44)—‘Flowing Gold’ (WB). Aver- 
age $6,000. Last week, ‘Comin’ Round 
Mountain’ (Par), ditto 

Orpheum (RKO) (1,500; 10-28-44) 

Drive Night’ (WB) and ‘Christian 
Meets Women’ (RKO) Looks like 
good $8,000. Last week, ‘Ramparts’ 
(RKO) and ‘Ladies Live’ (WB) re- 
opened house and got light $5,000 


Tower (Joffee) (2,110; 10-30)—Pri. 
vate Lives’ (20th) and vaude. Looks 
for nice $6,500. Last week, ‘Scatter- 
brain’ (Rep) and vaude got same 


amount. 
‘Frank James’ Fair 
$3,500 in Lincoln 


Lincoln, Aug. 27 
Lincoln tay at head of the 


stay 
rade, but ‘I Was Adventuress’ solo 
t the Nebraska, plus good nev 
parade with ‘Frar k James,’ but take 
; only f 
W eathe favol of film 
~ put ipproac! 4 state Fair 


help 
Estimates for This Week 
Lincoln (Paramount-Cooper) (1,- 


503 10-25-34-40) ‘Frank Jame 
(20th) Lo ks like fair $3,500 Last 
week, ‘Love Again’ (M-G), wonder- 
ful $5,000, far above expectations 
Nebraska (Paramount-Cooper) (1,- 
936: 10-20-25)—‘Adventuress’ (20th). 


First layoff from twin bill in an age 


should help to fair $2,200 Last 
week, ‘Safari’ (Par) and ‘Sailor’s 
Lady’ (20th), split with ‘Western 
Stars’ (Par) and ‘Queen Mob’ 


(Par), so-so $2,200. 

Stuart (Paramount-Cooper) (1,- 
884: 10-25-40) — ‘McGinty’ (Par) 
and vaude. Good newspaper play, 
but only fair $3,500 in sight. Last 
week, ‘Man Married’ (20th), split 
with ‘Sporting Blood’ (M-G) and 
‘Midnight in Paris’ revue on stage, 
classy $3,300 

Varsity (Noble-Federer) (1,017; 10- 
20-25) — ‘Ladies Live’ (WB) and 
‘Queen of Destiny’ (RKO). House is 
laying off heavy ballyhoo, saving for 
big blow when new theatre opens 
Wednesday (28). Should hit $1,600, 
average. Ditto last week for ‘Our 
Town’ (UA) and ‘Scatterbrain’ 
(RKO). 
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‘Pastor Hall’ Big $12,000 on Fine Philly 





Bally; ‘Breakfast’ OK 276 in 2 Spots 


——____ —__—— 


(Best Exploitation: Aldine) 


Philadelphia, Aug. 
Cool weather has nipped the} 
ghore-bound exodus at a time when | 
jt usually reaches its peak and is aid- | 
ing to swell downtown b.o.’s. Strong | 
product and extra active hallyhoo | 
also abetting the take, 
The double-header opening stunt 
now in its third week here is still 
aying off, as evidenced by the | 
hefty grosses being chalked up by | 
the Earle and Stanley with ‘He| 
Stayed for Breakfast.’ Definitely in 
the coin class is ‘Pastor Hall.’ East- 
ern premiere coincided with the fall 
unshuttering of the Aldine. The 
opening was buttressed by some big 
league exploitation featured by the 
p.a. of Eliiott and Franklin D. Roose- 
velt, Jr., which put the opening on 
the front pages. This, coupled with 
plenty of cuffo radio time and send- 
offs by civic and vet organizations, 
gave Jimmy Roosevelt's initial ven- 
ture a fiying start. 
Estimates for This Week 
Aldine (WB) (1.303: 35-46-57-68)— | 
‘Pastor Hall’ (UA). Grade A bally- 
hoo sending this to a sock $12,000 to 
mark Aldine’s reopening. Will h.o. 
Arcadia (Sablosky) (600; 35-46-57) 
— Pride Prejudice’ (MG) (2d run). 
Opened yesterday (Mon.), Last week 


27. 











‘Man Married’ (20th), profitable 
3.700. 
. Boyd (WB) (2.560; 35-46-57-68)— 


‘Sea Hawk’ (WB) (2d wk). In the 
blue chips with big $13,000. Got 
super $25,000 for opener last week. 

Earle (WB) (2,758; 35-46-57-68 )— 
‘Stayed Breakfast’ (Col). Day-dat- 
ing with Stanley in continuation of 
new policy and hitting good $12,000. 
Not in same class, however, with 
reat $22,000 chalked up by ‘Sea 

awk’ last week. 

Fox (WB) (2,423: 35-46-57-68)— 
‘Flowing Gold’ (WB). Keeping up 
pace of sister houses with better- 
than-average $14.600. Last week 
‘Frank James’ (20th), so-so $13,100. 

Karlton (WB) (1,066; 35-46-57-68) 
— ‘Love Again’ (M-G) (2d run). Con- 
tinuing its happy run with neat 
$5,800. 
White’ (RKO), plus Disney Shorts, 
nice $5,500. 

Keith’s (WB) (1,970; 35-46-57-68)— 
‘Syracuse’ (U) (2d run). O.k. $4,300. 
Last week sub-par $3,600 for sec- 


ond-run showing of ‘Drive Night’ 
CWB). 
Stanley (WB) (2,916; 35-46-57-68) 


--Stayed Breakfast’ (Col). Comedy 
is stil] what the doctor ordered here. 
Solid $15,200. Last week’s second 
sesh of ‘Love Again’ (M-G), fine 

13,000, 

Stanton (WB) (1,457: 35-46-57)— 
‘Golden Fleecing’ (M-G). Just un- 
ger the wire with $4,200. Last week 
“Tom Brown’ (RKO) slightly better 
with $4,500, 


‘SCANDALS’ HOT 
$17,000 IN BALTO 


__—- 


Baltimore, Aug. 27. 


Frigid weather keeping them in| 


town and boosting grosses all around. 
Attracting strong response is the 


combo Hipp’s stage portion of 
George White's ‘Scandals’ tied to 
‘Millionaires In Jail.’ Strong noc- 


turnal play fattening take consider- 
ably. 


Rather pleasing reaction also being | 
chalked up by Keith’s with the Walt | 


of cartoon shorts 


repeat of 


Disney Festival 
wrapped around 
White.’ 

Upped scales for Loew’s Century 
and Warners’ Stanley are being an- 
nounced for ‘Boom Town’ and ‘The 
Sea Hawk,’ respectively, next week. 

Estimates for This Week 


Century ‘Loew’s-UA) (3,000; 15- 
28-44) — ‘Captain Caution’ (UA). 
Just fair at possible $6,000. Last 


week, second of ‘Love Again’ (M-G), 
added nice $7.200 to strong opening 
round at $11,900. 

Hippodrome (Rappaport) (2,205; 
15-28-39-44-55-66)—‘Millionaires Jail’ 
(RKO) plus White's ‘Scandals.’ Cash- 
ing in on strong night play for fine 
$17,000. Last week, anniversary lay- 
out of ‘Lady Question’ (RKO) tied 
to vaude headed by Andrews Sisters, 
good $15,600. 

Keith’s (Schanberger) (2,000; 15- 
28-33-39-44) — ‘Disney Festival’ 
(RKO). Surprisingly good reaction 
at $6.500. Last week, ‘Great McGinty’ 
(Par), sold strongly and nicely re- 
ceived by crix, but somewhat disap- 
pointing at $5,800. 


Last week revival of ‘Snow | 


‘Snow | 


Par’s Golf Tournament 


On Zukor Estate Sept. 19 


With Adolph Zukor donating his 
New City, N. Y., estate for the affair 
and planning to participate in the 
event, Paramount will hold a golf 
tournament for company executives 
and employees Sept. 19. The estate 
includes an 18-hole golf course. 

John E. McDermott, accountancy 
executive of the company, is chair- 
man of arrangements. 


BOOM TOWN 
BiG $16,000 
IN DET. 








Detroit, Aug. 27. 
(Best Exploitation: Palms-State) 


Steady is the word for biz here, 
with the United Artists reopening 
this week, after a brief shuttering, 
to catch the cream with ‘Boom 
Town. Coming back into the pic- 
ture after the shortest summer-close 
in its history, the house advanced 
prices 5 cents for matinees to 45c, 
and increased at night to 75c. 





The Palms-State cashed in on Joe | 


Louis’ following by plastering the 
town with fight posters on 
|‘Golden Gloves.’ On top of this it 
made a natural tieup with the news- 
paper sponsors of the real article and 


its j 


‘BREAKFAST’ HEARTY 
"$14,500 IN PROVIDENCE 


Providence, Aug. 27. 
| With a considerable drop in tem- 
perature, things are looking up 
'again. ‘He Stayed for Breakfast,’ at 

Loew’s State, is strong grosser, with 
others also bright. 

RKO Albee reopening Thursday 

(29) after summer shutdown. 
Estimates for This Week 
| Carlton ‘(Fay-Loew) (1,400; 28-39- 
50) -—- ‘Frank James’ (20th) and 
\‘Windy Poplars’ (RKO) (2d run). 
| Stepping up to fair $1,800. Last week, 
‘Love Again’ (M-G) and ‘West Pep- 
/pers’ (Col) (2d run), so-so $1,200. 
| Fay’s (Indie) (2,000; 15-28)—‘Black 
Diamonds’ (U) and ‘Bad Boy’ (Indie). 
| Good $3,000. Last week, ‘Crashing 
Through’ (Mono) and ‘Orphans of 
|North’ (Indie), fair $2,500. 

Majestic (Fay) (2,200; 28-39-50)— 
‘Flowing Gold’ (WB) and ‘Money 
Woman’ (WB). With cooler weather 
house showing pickup and looking 
forward to good $7,000. Last week, 
‘Frank James’ (20th) and ‘Windy 
Poplars’ (RKO), fair $6,000. 

State (Loew) (3.200; 28-39-50)— 
‘Stayed Breakfast’ (Col) and ‘Gold 
Rush Maisie’ (M-G). Pulling heftily 
for swell $14,500. Last week, ‘Cap- 
tain Caution’ (UA) and ‘Babies Sale’ 
(Col), slow $8,000. 

Strand (Indie) (2,000; 28-40-50)— 
‘Coming Round Mountain’ (Par) and 
‘Married Adventure’ (Par). Not too 
strong and showing it in so-se %5.000. 
Last week, ‘McGinty’ (Par) and 
‘Three Faces West’ (Rep), skyrock- 
eted after strong reviews and word- 
of-mouth to swell $8,000. 


Ritzes- Married 
Good $13.500 In 
Healthy Indpls. 





got the A.A.U. to stage three bouts | 


between genuine golden-glovers for | 


| the premiere. 
Estimates for This Week 


| Adams (Balaban) (1,700; 30-40)— 
‘Snow White’ (RKO) (revival), four 
| Disney shorts and ‘South Karanga’ 
|(U). Looking for good $5,000. Last 
| week, ‘Syracuse’ (U) (2d run) and 
| ‘Girl God’s Country’ (Rep), $4,000. 

| Fox (Fox Michigan) (5,000; 30-40- 
|55)—‘Frank James’ (20th) and ‘Chan 
Wax’ (20th) (2d wk). Looking for 
| fine $15,000, on top of big $20,000 

| last week. 
Michigan 

| 30-40-55 )—‘Drive Night’ 
| ‘Golden Fleecing’ (M-G). 
|000. Last week, ‘Untamed’ 
| Jimmy Dorsey band and _ Bert 

Wheeler on stage, healthy $25,000. 

| Palms-State (United Detroit) 
| (3,000; 30-40-55)—‘Golden Gloves’ 
|} (Par) and ‘Great McGinty’ (Par). 
Indications point to “avorable $8,000. 
; Last week, ‘Love Again’ (M-G) and 
| ‘Gold Rush Maisie’ (M-G), moveover 


| from Michigan, good $7,00. 


(United Detroit) (4,000: 
(WB) and 
Fair $14,- 


United Artists (United Detroit) 
(2,000; 20-45-75) —‘Boom Town’ (M- 
G). Easily leading town with fine 


| $16,000 coming up. House has boost- 


'ed scale from 15c to 20c for kids, 
|}and as much as 20¢ to 75¢ top for 
| adults, 





Dies and ‘Reds’ 


Continued from page 3 








| was paid in full on his contract. 
Stander also had been 
|} Communist by Leech, 
Joe E. Brown’s Defense 

Saratoga Springs, N. Y., Aug. 28. 
| A strong defense of film 
recently characterized as 
of the Communist party, 


actors, 
members 
was laid 


| before Rotarians at the New Worden} 


|hotel here Wednesday (23) by Joe 
| E. Brown, the comedian. 

| ‘Concerning Communism among 
people in Hollywood,’ he said, ‘I 
know some of those people in- 


|timately and those I know have no 
; Communistic tendencies. ‘There is 
;one particularly to whom I refer. 
'I have known Jimmy Cagney since 
jhe went to Hollywood seven years 
jago. He’s a real American, 

“We should all be proud,’ he said, 
i ‘that we live in this great country, 
so far from that terrible situation 
in other lands. We should all be 
terribly proud we're Americans.’ 

He declared he has started a cam- 
paign for love and laughter, assert- 
ing: ‘If we can forget race, color and 
(religion, if we can forget bigotry 


(Par), | 


named as a| 


Indianapolis, Aug. 27. 

With Loew’s holding over ‘Boom 
| Town’ for a third week, coin is about 
evenly distributed in downtown sec- 
| tion this week. Every house is get- 
|ting its share, with each one in the 
| black for a change. 
| Indiana is healthy with ‘Lucky 
Partners’ and ‘Cross Country Ro- 
mance,’ and Circle is close second 
with ‘When the Daltons Rode’ and 
‘You're Not So Tough.’ 

Lyric is taking money to the bank 
| with Ritz Brothers heading vaude 
| and ‘Man I Married’ on screen. First 
appearance here for the trio. 
| Estimates for This Week 
| Cirele (Katz-Dolle) (2,600; 25-30- 
| 40 )—‘Daltons Rode’ (U) and ‘Not So 
| Tough’ (U). Okay $8,500. Last week, 
‘Snow White’ (RKO) and Disney 
shorts, got only the juves for a dime 
admission to finish with weak $4,800. 

Indiana (Katz-Dolle) (3,100; 25-30- 
40)—‘Lucky Partners’ (RKO) and 
‘Cross Country Romance’ (RKO). 
|Good $9,000. Last week, ‘Frank 
James’ (20th) and ‘Dr. Christian 
Women’ (RKO), fair $7,800. 

Loew's (Loew's) (2,400; 31-40-54)— 
‘Boon#Town’ (M-G) (3d week). Very 
good $8,000. Last week, second 
stanza, zooming $12,500. 

Lyric (‘Lyric) (1,900; *5-30-40)— 
| ‘Man Married’ (20th) and Ritz Bros. 
heading vaude. Good $13,500. Last 
|} week, ‘Girl Avenue A’ (20th) and 
Clyde McCoy’s orch, nice $13,000. 


PLY ‘KIT CARSON’ 


Denver, Aug. 27. 
| Premiere of ‘Kit Carson’ ballyhoo 
|apparently pepping things up here- 


abouts and all first-runs_ report 
above-average biz. ‘Rhythm onthe 
River’ is turning in the best gross 


of any Crosby film in Denver to 
date and is staying over. 

‘Carson’ premiere last night (Mon- 
day) sold out completely the Den- 
ver, Paramount, Broadway, Aladdin 
and Rialto, all of the Fox first-runs, 
besides the Tabor, subsequent. Total 
was 9,843 seats, by far the biggest 
crowd to see a film at a first-night 
| here. Thousands blocked the streets 
all day. 

Estimates for This Week 

Aladdin (Fox) (25-40) — ‘Frank 
James’ (20th), after week at Den- 
ver. Nice $4,000. Last week, ‘Snow 
White’ (RKO), ditto. 

Broadway (Fox) (25-35-40)—‘Pride 


Prejudice’ (M-G) and ‘Gold Rush 
Maizie’ (M-G) (2d wk), after two 
weeks at Orpheum. Okay $3,000. 


Last week; same figure. 

Denham (‘Cockrill) (1.750: 25-35- 
40)—‘Rhythm on River’ (Par). Very 
strong $9.000 and holds. Last week, 





PREEM STEALS DENVER | 





—‘Love Again’ (M-G) (2d wk) and 
‘We Ar Young’ (M-G). Good 
$9,000. Last week, ‘Dr. Christian 
Women’ (RKO), strong $13,000. 
Paramount (Fox) (2,200; 25-40)— 
‘Money Woman’ (WB) and ‘South to 
|Karange’ (U),. Nice $4,000. Last 
week, ‘Man I Married’ (20th) and 
‘River’s End’ «‘WB), pe $4,560. 
Rialto (Fox) (878; 25-40)—‘Dal- 
tons Rode’ (U), after week at Para- 


$2,000. Last week, ‘Drive Night’ 
(WB), after week at each nver 
and Aladdin, and ‘Boys City’ (Mono), 


good $2,200. 


————_——__- —_ — ——_---—- 


WEAK $7,000 
IN CLEVE. 


Cleveland, Aug. 27. 

Hipp getting the most action with 
‘Frank James’ in a stanza that started 
off with enough phenomenally cool, 
rainy weather to dampen majority 
of grosses. 

‘Captain Caution’ is a bit too cau- 
tious for State and cut down further 
to six days by shift to Thursday 
openings. ‘Flowing Gold’ also rather 
sticky at Palace, but ‘I Love You 
Again’ is still going like big league 
stuff in third frame. 

Estimates for This Week 

Alhambra (Printz) (1,200; 10-20- 
35)—Three Faces West’ (Rep) and 
‘Girls Road’ (Col) (2d run), Nice 
$2,300 in sight. Last week, ‘Next 
Time Love’ (U) and ‘Fighting 69th’ 
(WB) (2d run), fine $2,400 

Allen (RKO) (2,000; 30-35-42-55) 
‘Boys Syracuse’ (U). Good exploita- 
tion counting here for $4,000, over 
ordinary mark for move-over. Last 


Disney festival, dropped to $3,500 in 
second week, much below expected 
figure after grand $8,500 on first. 


—Frank James’ (20th), Okay al- 
though not exceptional at $10,000. 
May be hurt by continued rain. Last 


‘Lady Question’ (Col), away off at 
$3,500. 

State (Loew's) (3,450: 30-35-42-55) 
—Captain Caution’ (UA). 
along to mild $7,000 for six days. Last 
week, ‘Pride Prejudice’ (M-G), very 
sweet $13,500. 


55)—‘Love Again’ (M-G). Clearly 
indicates swell $6,500 and perhaps a 
11,000 on 


fourth shot, onter landing 
second, biggest h.o. figure here sinee 
‘Another Thin Man.’ 


HAWK’-VAUDE 


Washington, Aug. 27. 


‘Sea Hawk’’is smash and leading 


opening show at Earle. Overflow 
and rainy weekend gave all other 
houses a break. Second week of 





‘I Love You Again,’ at Loew’s Pal- | 


|ace, doing swell, but Loew's Capitol, 


|'with vaude, is poor third with 
‘Golden Fleecing.’ 

RKO Keith's, with ‘Lucky Part- 
ners, is above average. Disney Fes- 
tival holdover at Met much better 
than expected, and second run of 


‘Pride and Prejudice’ trails. 
Estimates for This Week 


‘Golden Fleecing’ (M-G) and vaude. 
With only a little help from the 
stage show this one is fading in the 
face of competish. Result is poor 
$14,000. Last week, ‘Pago 
(UA) and vaude, fell to sub-par 
$14,000. 

Columbia (Loew) (1,234: 28-44)— 
‘Pride Prejudice’ (M-G) (2d run). 
| Third week downtown getting ex- 
}cellent $5,000. Last week, ‘Mary- 
| land’ (20th) (2d run), fine $5,000. 

Earle (WB) (2,216; 29-39-44-66 
|‘Sea Hawk’ (WB) and vaude. Solid 
|smash, with only house capacity 





mount, and ‘Love, Honoy’ (U). Okay | 


‘CAPT. CAUTION’ 


week, ‘Snow White’ (RKO) and Walt! 


Hipp (Warner) (3,700; 30-35-42-55) | 


week, ‘Boys Syracuse’ (U) fairish 
$9,000. 

Palace (RKQO) (3.200: 30-35-42-55) | 
—‘Flowing Gold’ (WB). Much too 
slow to get over $6,000. Last week, | 


rifting | 


Stillman (Loew's) (1,972; 30-35-42- | 


BIG $22,500, D.C. 


all houses here, with S.R.O. out since | 


Capitol (Loew) (3,434; 28-39-44-66) | 


ago’ | 


Mpls. Has Its Blues, But ‘Sea Hawk’ 
Great $10,000, ‘Breakfast’ Good $7,500 





Minneapolis, Aug. 27 
K's just one grief after another for 
the harassed film emporiums. With 
| the roller derby out of the way after 


|a prosperous 28-day grind at the 
| Auditorium, there’s now the 10-day 


| State Fair for tough opposition. 
In recent years the Fair has been 
'a detriment, rather than help, to the- 


atre biz. Most transients aitracted 
are here only for day and pass up 
show houses, confining attention to 
exposition. Many homefolks, who 
might be potential theatre custom. 
| ers, are weaned away to the Fair. 


Film lineup this week contains 
considerable — strength. Spotlight 
stealers, in the order named, are ‘Sea 
Hawk,’ ‘He Stayed for Breakfast’ 
and ‘Our Town,’ at the Orpheum 
State and World, respectively. Aji 
are newcomers, the lone holdover 
being ‘Pride and Prejudice,’ Century 
offering. . 
Estimates for This Week 


Aster (Par-Singer) (900; 15-28 )— 
‘Sandy's Lady’ (U) and = ‘Secret 
|Seven’ (Col), dual first-runs in for 
| five days, split with ‘Mystery Sea 
| Raider’ (Par) and ‘West Peppers’ 
(Col), also dual first-runs. En route 
to fair $1,600. Last week, ‘Lucky 
| Cisco Kid’ (20th) and ‘Sailor's Lady’ 
(20th), dual first-runs, split with 
‘Mad Empress’ (WB) and ‘Stage 
Chino’ (RKO), pretty good $1,800. 
| Century (Par-Singer) (1,600: 28- 
| 39-44)—‘Pride Prejudice (M-G) (2d 
|e). The women love this one. 
| Still clicking after fine initial canto 
and should stretch to nice $4,006. 
Last week, $6,700, big. 


| Esquire (Gillman) (290: 28) 








ms ‘Bovs 
City’ (Mono). Dead End Kids no 
longer much of a card here. Wil be 


lucky to reach light $700. Last v eek, 
‘Dark Command’ (Rep), $1,000, okay, 

Gopher (Par-Singer) (998: 28)— 
‘Golden Fleecing’ (M-G) Almost 
lost in shuffle. Considerable number 


of laughs make it acceptable, but 
hasn't qualities necessary to make 
it an attention stealer. Mild $2.400 
in prospect. Last week, ‘Sporting 
Blood’ (M-G), $1,800 in six cdavs 
poor, a. 


Orpheum (Par-Singer) (2.800: 28- 


39-44) — ‘Stayed Breakfast’ ‘Coj). 
, Comedy seer to be the entertain- 
ment commodity most in demand 
| nowadays, and this one off to a start 
| Which should make it the loo 
‘leader. Should reach good $7.500. 
Last week, ‘Man Talked Much’ «+ WB) 
and Sammy Kaye orch, $16,000, good. 
State (Par-Singer) (2,300: 28-39- 
44)—'Sea Hawk’ (WB). Excitin 
raves. Helped, too, by effective ad- 


vertising and exploitation campaign. 
Great $10,000 and holds. Last week, 
‘Love Again’ (M-G) (2d wk ), fine 
$6,500, after very big $10,000 first 
week, 


| Uptown (Par) (1,200: 28-39)-~ 
‘Heaven, Too’ (WB). First neigh- 
|borhood showing. Raci: g toward 


| big $4,000. Last week ‘Love Again’ 
(M-G), first neighborhood cho 


| $3.500, good. ie 
| World (Par-Singer-Steffes) (350; 
28-39-44-55)—‘Our Town’ UA). 
Built to order for this carriage-trade 
‘house. Recipient of much critical 


praise and shoving itself right to the 
boxoffice front. Good $2,500 in pros- 
pect. Last week ‘Drive Night’ (WB) 
(2d wk), $2,000, good after nice $6.- 
| 100 first week at Orpheum. 


WB Survey 


———ee- Continued from page ! 














| before taking off on the southward 
trek, 





Hot for Cliffhangers 
| Rio de Janeiro, Aug. 27 
Hollywood film outfits are known 
throughout South America not by 
their features, but by their cliff- 
; hanger output. Throughout the na- 
| tions south of the Rio Grande it's s 
case of no bookings for the American 
outfits if there are no serials to be 
| offered. 
Envoys investigating the S.A. situ- 
; ation report that theatre managers 
| demand two serials weekly. Distribs 
| providing them have no difficulty in 
|unloading their entire program of 
| features, When there are no new 
| chapter pix available, the S.A. house 
| operators re-run the old ones. 





Lupino Draws ‘Dame’ 


Hollywood, Aug. 27 
Robert Presnall has been set by 
Warners to script ‘Hard Luck Dame, 
} @ carnival story. 























New (Mechanic) (1,581: 15-28-35-| and remember love, that will save |‘ in? in? +. , holding gross to $22,500. St show 
ea er pet Aaa : |é Y ’ ave | ‘Comin’ Round Mountain’ (Par), ng gross to 00. Stage show i ; starred 
- oe Eyed ng (20th). Mild atithe world. If we can start loving | $4,000. — fair | 34 minutes because of film’s length, | 208 Lupine - poollarne — 
; Seemed ‘o0th). Sele lance aie the other person, loving and under-| Denver (Fox) (2.525; 25-35-40)— | Past “ae ety a we With | white? (RKO) and shorts «2d wk) 
$3 300 to opening round’s $5 200. | standing our neighbors, regardless of | ‘Kit Carson’ (UA) continuing alone vaude, grand $19,000. | Justifying holdover with ‘fine $5,000. 
Stanley (WB) (3.280: 15-28-3 | geographical location, we will erase; here after its six-ply preem. Biz], Keith's, (RKO) (1.830: 39-55) — Last week, $9,000, fine. | 
P. =, v1 ) (3,2 ) 15-26-39-44- that horrible word ‘war from the | 00d. Last week, ‘Frank James’ | Lucky Partners’ (RKO). Hoping | Palace (Loew's) (2.949: 39-55)— 
Cong rive Night’ (WB) (2d wk).| ond. There is always a time for| (20th) and ‘Blondie Servant’ (Col), | fr, solid $12,000. Last week, second | ‘Love Again’ (M-G) (2d wk). Hoid- 
Pre Seer Rice ini) Ee eae Se, = | lee Ota. of ‘Boys Syracuse’ ‘U), fine $8,000. | ing to great $15,000. Last week. ovel 
pee’ laugnter. Orpheum ‘RKO) (2.600; 25-35-40) | Met (WB) (1.600; 28-44)— ‘Snow '$220010 “ie 
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Lamour Plus Divorcement’ Spells 
Big $23,500 in Spotty Frisco 





San Francisco, Aug. 27. 

Personal appearance of Dorothy 
Lamour is grabbing the spotlight at 
tha Golden Gate (RKO) this week. 
Sha got biggest opening since Kay | 
Kyser played the spot a year ago. 

‘Otherwise, biz is as spotty as the 
weather, which has been switching | 
from hot to cold. Weekends are hard 
hit by the Fair, attendance passing 
100,000 mark Sundays, now that Sept, | 
29 closing is definite. 

Estimates This Week 

Fox (F-WC) (5,000; 35-40-50)— 
‘Frank James’ (20th) and ‘Avenue A’ 
(29th) (2d wk). Hopes for this one 
dimmed last week after nice start, 
triggerman ending initial lap with 


} 


> 





Key City Grosses 


Estimated Togal Gross 
This Week...........$1,493,200 
(Based on 25 cities, 169 thea- 
tres, chiefly first runs, including 
wae 
Total Gross Same Week 
Last Year ...........$1,559,500 
(Based on 26 cities, 167 theatres) 


GINGER - COLMAN 











$16,000, okay, but not as much as ex- | 


pected. Staying for another week 
until ‘Sea Hawk’ (WB) comes in, and 
probably will pick up nice $9,000 in 


second frame. 
Golden Gate (RKO) (2,850; 39-44- 
55) — ‘Divorcement’ (RKO) and | 


Dorothy Lamour headlining vaude. 
Looks like big $23,500, jolliest news 
here in months. Last week, ‘Windy 
Poplars’ (RKO) and vaude hardly 
more than a zephyr at $10,500 de- 
spite kind reviews. 
Orpheum (F&M) (2,440; 35-40-50) 
‘Stayed for Breakfast’ (Col) and 
‘Secret Seven’ (Col). Pew-holders 
looking for laughs these days, which 
should mean $12,500 to the house. 
Last week, second of ‘Daltons’ (U) 
and ‘Blondie Servant’( Cel), wasn’t 
helped by ‘James’ up the street, and 
went out at $6,000. 
Paramount (F-WC) 
50)—"*Young People’ (20th) ana 
‘Golden Fleecing’ (M-G).- Will get 
$10,000, okay for this booking. Last 
week, second of ‘Great McGinty’ 
(Par) and ‘Pier 13’ (20th), splendid 


$8,000. 

St. Francis (F-WC) (1,470; 35-40- 
50)—Heaven Too’ (WB) (3d wk). 
Doing all right at pop prices. Take 
was better than expected at $7,000 
last week, and looks like $5,500 this 
lap 

United Artists (Cohen) (1.200; 35- 
55-75)—'Pastor Hall’ (UA) (2d wk) 
Jimmy Roosevelt’s opus something of 
a disappointment here, not even last- 
ing two weeks. First stanza got $7,- 
000. Too heavy for war-weary Fris- 
cans, and bowed out Sunday night 
(25), with final five days picking up 


- 


(2,740: 35-40- 


$3,000. House darkened for overhaul 
and will relight Friday (30) with 


‘Pago Pago’ (UA). 

Warfield (F-WC) (2,680; 35-40-50) 
Love Again’ (M-G) (3d wk). 
Comedy continues to mop up with 
socko $12,000 virtually in the bag on 
current stanza. Got $14,000 in second 
week and $15,000 the first. 


- 


TEMPLE, $2,500, 
DUD IN L’ VILLE 


Louisville, Aug. 27. 

Business is perking up with the 
approach of September and films on 
the main stem are of a class that 
bring ‘em in. Both the Rialto and 
Loew's State, deluxers, are pulling 
nice trade, running about neck-and- 
neck, with a shade the better going 
to Rialto’s ‘Return of Frank James.’ 
State’s ‘Stayed for Breakfast’ is also 
well on the profit side. 

H.o. of ‘Drive by Night,’ at Mary 
Anderson, plenty okay, while Shir- 
ley Temple in ‘Young People’ at the 
Strand is bringing pretty dull re- 
turas 

Estimates for This Week 

Brown (Loew’s-Four Avenue)— 
‘Love Again’ (M-G) and ‘Out West 
Peppers’ (Col) (2d wk.). Displaying 
very little strength on second week 
at this house, and third downtown 
stanza Will finish around $1,500. 
Last week fine $2,800 on moveover 
from Loew’s State. 

Kentucky (Switow) (1,200: 15-25) 
. Biscuit Eater’ (Par) and ‘Had My 
Way’ (U), split with ‘Sandy Lady’ 
(U) and ‘Safari’ (Par). Moving 
along at average clip to $1,400. Last 
week ‘Lillian Russell’ (20th) and 
*‘Divorcement’ (RKO), good $1,600 


Loew's State (Loew's) (3.100; 15- 
30-40) ‘Stayed Breakfast’ (Col) and 
‘Gold Rush Maisie’ (M-G). Romp- 


Ing along for fine $8,500. Last week 
Captain Caution’ (UA) and ‘Blondie 
Servant’ (Col), medium $5,500. 

_Mary Anderson (Libson) (1,000: 
15-30-40)—Driyve Night’ (WB) (2d 
wk.). Doing satisfactory biz on h.o. 
and should manage okay $3,800. Last 
week. swell $5,500. 

Rialto (Fourth Avenue) (3.400; 15- 

30-40 )\— Frank James’ (20th) and 
Pier 13° (20th). Exceptionally steady 
and pointing to splendid $9.000, town 
topper. Last week ‘Round Mountain’ 
(Par) and ‘Mystery Sea Raider’ 
(Par), lightweight $5,000. 
- Strand (Fourth Avenue) (1.400; 15- 
30-40}—Young People’ (20th) and 
‘Chan in Wax’ (20th). Way down 
in lower brackets, with Shirley Tem- 
ble proving a dud as b.o. draw. Aim- 
ing ai disappointing $2,500. Last 
week ‘Tom Brown’ (RKO) and ‘Girl 
God’s Country’ (Rep), ditto. 


N. G. $10,000 
IN PITT 


——_ 


Pittsburgh, Aug. 27. 
(Best Exploitation: Fulton) 

There’s nothing very encouraging 
i this week, but boys are insisting it’s 
the usual late summer lull preceding 
the Labor Day getaway. Biz off gen- 
erally despite some heavy pressure 
and okay pix, with only the Stanley 
recording anything approaching a 
winner. There ‘I Love You Again,’ 
in second week, is doubling usual 
h.o. take and moves Thursday (29) 
to Warner, when Stanley gets ‘Sea 
Hawk.’ 

‘Lucky Partners’ at Penn, not up 
to expectations from Rogers-Colman. 
Ritz will get it for second week, 
however, on anticipated holiday in- 
flux. Nothing big for either ‘Boys 
from Syracuse,’ at Fulton, though 
this one is okay, and ‘Young People,’ 
at Alvin, while both Warner and 
Ritz, with new twinners, are dying. 

For ‘Boys from Syracuse, Jules 
Levey sent Milt Crandall to town 
few days ahead, and Crandall’s ap- 
pearance here is always an open 
sesame to the editorial pages. He's 
a localite, and first crashed exploita- 
tion big-time here. Boys went over- 
board with space for his various 
stunts. 

Estimates for This. Week 

Alvin (Harris) (1,850; 10-25-35-50) 
—Young People’ (20th). Manage- 
ment made unusual move to grab 
kid trade for a kid picture, dropping 
admission for youngsters to 10c. 
Juves came in all right at mats, but 


not enough of their elders at night, | 


with .result that Shirley Temple's 
swan song for Zanuck will wind up 
with indifferent $3,400. Last week, 
’‘Ladvy Question’ (Col), got nowhere 
despite excellent notices and dropped 
to $3,000 in six days. 

Fulton (Shea-Hyde) 

‘Boys Syracuse’ (U). 


(1,700; 25-40) 
Picture got a 


lot of plugging in both advertising 
and news columns, and may do 
$6,000, okay. Holds over. Last week, 
‘Sandy Lady’ (U) and ‘Love, Honor’ 
(U), nine days, about $3,600, very 
poor. 

Penn (Loew’s-UA) (3,300; 25-35- 
50i)—‘Lucky Partners’ (RKO). No- 


tices mixed for Ginger Rogers-Ron- 
ald Colman co-starrer. Maybe $10,- 
000. n.s.h. here Ritz gets it, be- 
cause small-seater will have a chance 
with it on holiday week. Last week, 
Captain Caution’ (UA), brutal $8,000. 

Ritz (WB) (800; 25-40)—Million- 
aires Prison’ (RKO) and ‘River's 
End’ (WB) Just a twin stage-wait 
for this spot, Looks like $1,200, 
moanin’ low. Last week, ‘Drive 
Night’ (WB), in third downtown 
week, fine $3,200. 

Stanley (WB) (3.600; 25-35-50) 
‘Love Again’ (M-G) (2d wk). Still 
eoing strong. Headed for $13,500, 
which is just about twice what any- 
thing ordinarily does at a first-run 
h.o Good enough to get comedy 
third week at Warner and more than 
likely a fourth at Ritz. ‘Love's’ 
opener great $19,000 

Warner (WB) (2,000; 
‘Aueen Destiny’ (RKO) and 
Live’ (WB). Dying a slow death 
Not much more than $2,800 in six 
days, coming out day ahead of sched- 
ule for moveover of Powell-Loy 
Last week, ‘Pride Prejudice’ (M-G), 
»xcellent $5,500 on h.o. from Penn. 


25-40) 


‘Ladies 


Ginger-Cohnan Nifty 
$7,000 to Top Seattle 


Seattle, Aug. 27. 

‘Lucky Partners,’ soloing at Fifth 
Avenue, getting top money this 
week. ‘Frank James’ is in second 
stanza at Paramount. ‘Ramparts’ 
had enough to get moveover to Blue 
Mouse. and ‘Love You Again’ got 
third week at Music Box. 

Sterling chain has installed new 
policy ‘at its Colonial, going third 
run downtown, joining the Capitol in 
this policy. Admish prices at both 
these spots now 10-15-30. 

Estimates for This Week 

Blue Mouse (Hamrick-Evergreen) 

(350: 30-40-50)—Ramparts’ (RKO) 


is 


and ‘Golden Fleecing’ (M-G), Move- 
over from Orpheum rating around 
$1,500, mild. Last week, ‘Mystery 
Sea’ (Par) and ‘Pier 13’ (20th), 
$1,500, poor. 

Coliseum (Hamrick-Evergreen) 
(1,900; 20-35)—‘Andy Hardy Debu- 
tante’ (M-G) and ‘Lucky Cisco Kid’ 
(20th) (2d run), Getting big $3,400. 
Last week, ‘Mortal Storm’ (M-G) 
and ‘Our Town’ (UA) (2d run), 
$2,900, good. 

Fifth Avenue (Hamrick-Evergreen) 


(RKO), 
creased 


Rogers-Colman, 
newspaper lineage, 


plus 


| 


(2,349; 30-40-50) — ‘Lucky Partners’ | 
in- 
landing | 


very good $7,000. Last week, ‘Love | 


Again’ (M-G) 
(Par), second week, $5,300, big. 

Liberty (J-vH) 
| ‘Captain Caution’ (UA). Big cam- 
paign in newspapers and window 
cards resulting in good $5,300. Last 
week, ‘Lady Question’ (Col) 


and ‘Way of Flesh’ | 
(1,650: 30-40-50 )— | 


and | 


‘Gentleman Arizona’ (Mono), $3,800, 


fair. 

Music Box (Hamrick-Evergreen) 
| (850; 30-40-50) ‘Love Again’ (M-G). 
Moveover from Fifth Avenue getting 
good $2,700. Last week, ‘Queen 
Destiny’ (RKO), no dice at $1,400. 


(Par) and ‘Tom Brown’ 
Typical show for this house looks 
for good $5,200. Last week, ‘Ram- 
parts’ (RKO) and “Golden Fleecing’ 
(M-G), $4,100, fair. 

Palomar (Sterling) (1,350; 30-40- 
50)—'Faces West’ (Rep) plus Major 
Bowes’ ams. Expected 
| Last week, ‘Love Back’ 
| vaude, $4,100, slow. 

Paramount (Hamrick-Evergreen) 
(3,039; 30-40-50) — ‘Frank James’ 
(20th) and ‘Golden Gloves’ (Par) (2d 





(WB) * plus 


| wk). Anticipate good $4,500. Last 
| week, big $7,300. 

Roosevelt (Sterling) (800: 30-40- 
'50)—‘Heaven Too’ (WB) (3d wk). 


| Looks for big $3,000. 
| magnificent $5,100. Record for this 
house. 


Orpheum (Hamric k-Evergreen) | 
(2,600; 30-40-50)—Round Mountain’ | 
(RKO). | 


big $6,200. | 


L. A. Biz Boffo; Croshy-Basie Orch 
Big $24,000, ‘Hawk’ Great $25,000, 
‘Syracuse, 226, ‘James, $20,600 





Broadway Grosses 





Estimated Total Gross 
eee $307,500 
(Based on 11 theatres) 
Total Gross Same Week 
Se ee 

(Based on 12 theatres) 








HOT $25,000 
IN BUFF. 


Buffalo, Aug. 27. 
With only one exception, the cold- 
est week of the summer is meaning 


| 


| all 


| in months. 


Los Angeles, Aug. 27, 
(Best Exploitation: Pantages) 
Bulk of the first-runs are hitting on 
six currently, with business at 
some of the houses best it has been 
Top solo gross is being 


annexed at the Paramount, where 


| Bing Crosby’s latest, ‘Rhythm of the 
' River,’ is being unveiled. Along with 


TUCKER - BAKER 


Count Basie and orch on stage, pic- 
ture should wind up with nifty 
$24,000 and holds. 

_ ‘Sea Hawk’ has injected new life 
into the Warners Downtown and 


| Hollywood, with better than $25,000 


in sight on the first week. ‘Boys 
from Syracuse,’ at the RKO Hill- 


| street and Pantages, is sweeping for 


| little or nothing to downtown b.o’s. | 
Increased wicket velocity which was | 


Last week, | 


| Winter Garden (Sterling) (800; 15- | 


| 30 )—'Sandy Lady’ (U) and ‘20 Mule’ 
| (M-G) ~ (2d run). Expect 
| $2,000. Last week, ‘My Way’ (U) and 
|‘Kildare Case’ (M-G) (2d run), 
| $1,800, fair. 


CROSBY, $17,000 
NIFTY IN HUB 





Boston, Aug. 27. 
Muddling through the _ vacation 
season slump, ‘Stayed for Breakfast,’ 
at Orpheum and State, and 
Crosby's) ‘Rhythm on the River,’ at 
are running about 
even for better-than-average tallies. 
Holdover of ‘Frank James’ and 


Metropolitan, 


Okay | 


| Dance’ (Rep). 
| and 


(Bing 


‘Man I Married,’ at Keith Memorial, | 


is fair. 
Estimates for This Week 
Boston (RKO) (3,200; 28-39-44-55) 
‘Babies Sale’ (Col) and ‘Carolina 
Moon’ (Rep), dual, with vaude head- 
ed by Buster West, four days; 
‘Military Academy’ (Col) and 
vate Affairs’ (U) (both 2nd run), 
dual, three days. Estimated $6,500 
gait. Last week, ‘Wilcat Bus’ (RKO) 
and Orrin Tucker-Bonnie Baker on 
stage, staunch $20,000 

Fenway (M&P) (1,332: 28-39-44- 
55)—'Comin’ Round Mountain’ (Par) 
and ‘Girl God's Country’ (Rep). 
Pallid $4,000 promised Last week, 
McGinty’ (Par) and ‘Scatterbrain’ 
(Rep), dandy $6,000 

Keith Memorial (RKO) (2,907; 28- 
39-44-55) Frank James’ (20th) 
‘Man Married’ (20th) (2d wk) 
ing at fair $12,000. First week 
same combo, $17.300. very good 

Metropolitan (M&P) (4,367; 28-39- 
44-55)—Rhythm River’ (Par) and 
‘Money Woman’ (WB). Bing Crosby 
headed for pleasing $17,000. Last 
week, ‘Young People’ (20th) and 
‘Rivers End’ (WB), $10,500. 

Orpheum (Loew) (2,900; 28-39-44) 
55)— Stayed Breakfast’ (Col) 
‘Golden Fleecing’ (M-G) On 
way to $17,000, very good 
week, ‘Pago Pago’ (UA) and 
Rush Maisie’ (M-G), $14,000 

Paramount (M&P) (1,797: -28-39- 
44-55) - ‘Comin’ Round Mountain’ 
(Par) and ‘God’s Country’ (Rep) 
Around $6,000 indicated. Last week 
McGinty’ (Par) and ‘Scatterbrain 
(Rep), very 700d $8,500 

Scollay (M&P) (2.538: 28-39-44-50) 
Drive Night’ (WB) and ‘Ladies Live 
(WB) (both 2d run). Around $4,000 
Last week, ‘Turnabout’ (UA) and 
Sea Raiders’ (Par) (both 2d run), 
| dual, $4,000. 
| State (Loew) (3,600; 28-39-44-55)- 
‘Stayed Breakfast’ (Col) and ‘Golden 
Fleecing’ (M-G). Look for $12,500 
okay. Last week, ‘Pago Pago’ (UA) 
and ‘Gold Rush Maisie’ (M-G), 
double, $9,000. 


Aim- 
of 


and 
the 
Last 
‘Gold 


Ainsley In ‘Red Hair’ 


Hollywood, Aug. 
Richard Ainsley and Claude f 
have been set in support of Miriam 
Hopkins in ‘The Lady With Red 
Hair.’ which got under way at War- 
ners yesterday (Mon.). 
Vehicle, based on late Mrs 
Carter's biog, is being directed 


Kurt Bernhardt, 


97 
a 
>. 
id 


ins 


Leslie 


by 


anticipated with the advent of low- 
er temperatures has failed to mate- 
rialize. Noticeable lack of standout 
screen fare is the probable answer. 

Orrin Tucker and Bonnie Baker, 
at Buffalo, are the exception. The 
combo is riding along for a soaring 
gross and apparently milking about 
all the amusement coin in town. 
Numerals elsewhere run from fair 
down to dismal, 


Estimates for This Week 


Buffalo (Shea) (3,500; 35-40-60}— 
‘Money Woman’ (M-G) and Orrin 
| Tucker-Bonnie Baker on _s stage. 


Looks like lofty $25,000 
‘Love Again’ (M-G), 
000. 

Great Lakes 
—Frank 


Last week, 
towering $16,- 


(Shea) (3,000; 35-55) 
James’ (20th) and ‘Sing, 
Showing some power 
around $7,500, okay. 
Last week, ‘Ramparts’ (RKO) and 
‘Golden Flieecing’ (M-G), on the 
black side with over $7,000. 

Hipp (Shea) (2,100; 30-45)—‘Love 
Again’ (M-G) (2d run) and ‘Pier 13’ 
(20th). Slow on moveover, $5,000. 
Last week, ‘Drive Night’ (WB) and 


may get 


|‘We Are Young’ (M-G) (2d run), 
ditto. 

Lafayette (Hayman) (3,300; 30-40) 

‘Private Affairs’ (U) and ‘Not So 
Tough’ (U). Fair $6,500. Last week, 
‘Lady Question’ (Col) and ‘Island 
Doomed Men’ (Col), $6,000. 

20th Century (Dipson-Basil) (3,- 


and | 


‘Pri- | 


and | 


000; 30-40)—‘Queen Destiny’ (RKO) 
and ‘Cross Country Romance’ 
(RKO) Ran into sad sag and 
scrammed after five days to $3,000. 
‘Lucky Partners’ (RKO) rushed in. 
Last week (35-50), ‘Anne Windy 
Poplars’ (RKO) and Dixie Dunbar 
on stage, $9,000, poor. 


‘Convoy, $6,000, Best 
In Quiet Montreal 


Montreal, Aug. 27 

Three h.o.’s and a reissue are put- 
the Palace in front with ‘Con 
voy,’ which should gross good $6,000, 
well ahead of the balance of shows 
here currently 

‘Lady in Question’ is next best at 
Capitol. 

Estimates for This Week 

His Majesty’s (CT) (1,600; 35-50) 
‘Son of Road’ ‘GN). Lauder opus 
may gross $2,500, which would be 
good enough. Dark last week. 
(CT) (2,700; 25-45-55) 
Convoy’ (Emp) Pacing for good 
$6,000 Last we ‘Syracuse’ (U) 
nice $5 500. 

Capitol (CT) 
‘Lady Question’ 
Servant’ (C 
$4,200. Last 
(20th) ar 


istacto! 


lng 


Palace 
ek 


(2.700 
(Col) 
Apt to 
week ‘Man 
Sailor’s Lady’ 
$4.500 
Loew’s (CT) (2,800; 30-40-60) 
‘Heaven Too’ (WB) (3d wk). Point- 
ing to good $4,000, after handsome 
$6,000 last week. 
Princess (CT) (2,300; 25-34-50) 
‘Snow White’ (RKO) (reissue). Good 


25-45-55) 

and ‘Blondie 
bring good 
I Married’ 


(20th) sat- 


' 
i} 


d 
y 
2 


| tumes, indulging in horseplay. 


big $22,000 and also will hold. ‘Re- 
turn of Frank James,’ at State and 
Chinese, heading for better than 
$20,000, and ‘Boom Town,’ on move- 


over, will annex around $12,500 at 
the Carthay Circle and United 
Artists. 


_ ‘Boys from Syracuse’ exploitation 
included stunts at Hollywood Ameri- 
can Legion wrestling bouts, with 
wrestlers, attired in ‘Syracuse’ cos- 
Also 


| several chariots driven around town 


| 95-75) —Boom Town’ 


; tinued first 


| ‘Boom 


with driver made up in ancient garb. 
Estimates for This Week 

Carthay Circle (F-WC) (1,518: 44- 

(M-G) (con- 


tinued Ist run). After two record- 


_ breaking weeks at State and Chinese, 


opus moved here as part of con- 
int run, day-dating with 
United Artists. Looks like okay $5,- 


400. Last week dark. 

Chinese (Grauman-F-WC) (2,024: 
30-44-55-75)—‘Frank James’ (20th) 
and ‘Manhattan Heartbeat’ (20th). 


Headed for okay $8,100. Last week, 
Town’ (M-G), six-day hold- 
over, very big $13,000. 


Downtown (WB) (1,800: 30-44-35) 
‘Sea Hawk’ (WB). Widely bally- 
hooed Errol Flynn opus away to 


husky start and should easily hit big 
$12,000 on first stanza. Last week, 
‘River’s End’ (WB) and ‘Ladies Live’ 
(WB), not very hot $5,500 


Four Star (UA-F-WC) (900: 30-44- 
55)—‘*Pride Prejudice’ (M-G) (2d 
wk) Holding strong on _ second 


stanza, and should finish with around 
$5,700, after first seven days brought 


| lucrative $6,800. 


enough $3,000 in sight. Last week, | 
‘Divorcement’ (RKO) and ‘Cross 
Country Romance’ (RKO), good 


$3,200. 

Orpheum 
*Turnabout’ 
House’ (Mono) 
good $2,500, after 
last week, 


(Ind) (1,100; 25-40-50)— 
(UA) and ‘Mutiny Big 
(2d wk). Sighting 
very good $3,500 


Cinema de Paris (France-Film) 
(600; 25-50)-—‘Je t'attendrai’ (2d 
wk). Look for great $1,500, after 


‘- 


good $1,200 last week. 
St. Denis (France-Film) (2,300; 25- 


34)—'Nadia’ and ‘Eux et Nous.’ 
Pointing to fair enough $2,400. Last 
week, ‘Sidi Brahim’ and ‘Retour au 
Paradis,’ nice $2,700. 


Hawaii (G&S) (1,100: 83-$1.10- 

$1.65)—‘Gone’ (M-G) 3d wk). Con- 
tinues its merry pace, and third week 
headed for lucrative $4,000, after sec- 
ond showed unexpected strength to 
finish close to the $5,000 mark. 
(WB) (2,756; 30-44-55) 
(WB). Hitting. merry 
pace for very big $13,000 on first 
stanza Last week, ‘River’s End’ 
(WB) Women Live’ (WB), weak 
$4,800. 

Pantages (Pan) 
‘Boys Syracuse’ 
Tough’ (U) dual. 
$11,500, aided by 


Hollywood 
Sea Hawk’ 


and 


(2,812; 30-44-55)— 
(U) and ‘Not So 
Should t big 
personals of cast 
and preview of ‘Howards of Vir- 
ginia’ (Col). Last week, ‘Ramparts’ 
(RKO) and ‘Country tomance” 

(RKO), just under $9,000. 
Paramount (Par) (3.595: 30-44-55- 
“Rhythm River’ (Par) and stage 
show. Combination of Bing Crosby 
and C Basie orch on 
heading fi excellent $24.000, 
week, ‘Villain Pur- 


st 


75) 


on 


Stage 


screen ount 
and ‘holds. Last 
sued’ (RKO) and NTG show on stage, 
disappointing $13,000 


RKO (RKO) (2,872: 30-44-55)— 
‘Boys Syracuse’ (U) and ‘Not Tough’ 
(U), dual Looks like big $10,000, 
aided by personals and ‘Argentine 
Nights’ preview. Last week, ‘Ram- 
parts’ (RKO) and ‘Country Romance’ 
(U)>, just under $8.000 

State (Loew's-F-WC) (2.414: 30-44- 
55-75) Frank James’ (20th) and 
Manhattan Heartbeat’ (20th) Run- 

ng considerably ahead of Chinese 
(its day-dater) and looks like heaithy 
$12,500 for stanza Last week, hold- 
over of ‘Boom Town’ (M-G), six 
days, excellent $14,900 

United Artists (UA-F-WC) (2.100 
44-55-75) ‘Boom Town (M-G). 
Showing surprising strength on 
moveover after two weeks at the 


State, and will add another $7,000 to 
the total take. Last week, ‘Over 
Moon’ (UA) and ‘Mortal Storm’ (M- 


G), so-so $3,100 on six days. 
Wilshire (F-WC) (2,296: 30-44-55) 
—Over Moon’ (UA) and ‘Mortal 
Storm’ (2d wk). Business on hold- 
over week about normal at $4,000. 
| First week brought $4,600. 
‘PLATTSBURG’ PIC 
Hollywood, Aug. 27 


Yarn built around civyplians in 
training camps, by Delmar Daves and 
Robert Hopkins, has been bought by 


20th-Fox for production as a semt- 


musical. 
Lou Edelman produces under title 
of ‘Yankee Doodle Goes to Piatts- 
' burg.’ 
id 
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Last-Minute Deflection From Plan, 
Where 69 of Mkee’s 72 Cinemas 


Were to Solo Pix 


Milwaukee, Aug. 27. 

After 69 of the 72 theatres here had | 
agreed in June to eliminate double | 
features, and at an enthusiastic meet- | 
ing only two weeks ago unanimously 
reaffirmed their decision to go to 
solo pictures in a body starting Sept. 
3, the whole plan has gone haywire 
at the 11th hour. The Independ- 
ent Theatre Protective Association of 
Wisconsin and Upper Michigan on 
Friday (24) sent out notices to its 
membership that the deal was off, 
advising them to get busy and book 
doubles as before. 

While the notice to the exhibs was 
very brief and said nothing about the 
reasons for the sudden about-face 
action, it announced that a meeting 
wov',! be held later this week at 
which the whole situation would be 
threshed over thoroughly, and far- 
reaching repercussions are likely. 
All sorts of accusations are flying 
back and forth—dirty deals, double- 
crossing, collusion, exchange and dis- 
tributor influence, and what not. 

Up to Thursday (22), everything 
was all set for the general switch 
back to solo pictures starting next 
week. Shows were all booked and 
exhibs had gone to a lot of trouble 
to build up attractive and well- 
rounded programs aimed to service 
the public with a change back to the 
form of entertainment thousands had 
been clamoring for. Newspapers had 
come out strongly in editorials boost- 


 Snarls Entire Zone 





| ings, both of which are large struc- 


stores and of- 
the theatres 


tures housing many 
fices in addition to 
themselves. 

‘Moe Annenberg owned all 
Milwaukee holdings free and clear,’ 
explained one showman, ‘and now 
when he has to strain his resources 
to the utmost to get together the 
huge sum he must pay the Govern- 
ment he simply could not risk the 
possibility of any litigation clouding 
title in these collateral mortgages to 
the Government. Such litigation 
would become a distinct possibility 
were the Oriental and Tewer the- 
atres permitted to become part of a 
combination that might be construed 
as illegal. 

‘It is thus very easy to see why 
the Annenberg houses were obliged 
to pull out of an agreement that had 
not yet become legally binding. Moe 
Annenberg is a man of great wealth, 
yet he is fighting for his financial 
life, so it can readily be understood 
what course he, or any other man 
in a Similar position, would take.’ 





F&M’'s Toy in St. Louis 
St. Louis, Aug. 27. 
Fanchon & Marco is testing this 
burg to determine whether a single 
feature screen policy, with reserved 
seats at an upped scale, will make 
the grade. Starting Friday (23) at 
the Ambassador, downtown deluxer, 
‘The Sea Hawk’ inaugurated the 





ing the switch and praising the ex- 
hibs for their wisdom in making it. 
And now it’s all off. 

Mirisch’s Bow-Out 

Harold Mirisch, operator of the 
Oriental and Tower, two de luxe 
nabes situated in key locations, upon 
his return to Milwaukee from a trip 
to Chicago telephoned Harry Perle- 
witz, business manager of the exhibs’ 
organization, that so far as his houses 
were concerned the deal to oust the 
duals was all off. He said he had 
been given a legal opinion that to go 
through with the proposed’ plan 
might make him liable to lawsuits 
from various sources, possible con- 
spiracy charges and involvement in 
an action in restraint of trade. While 
there is doubt generally as to the 
actual ownership of the Oriental and 
Tower, they were originally the 
properties of M. L, Annenberg, for- 
mer Milwaukeean and publisher of 
the Philadelphia Inquirer, who re- 
cently surrendered to authorities in 
Chicago to begin a three-year prison 
sentence for evasion of $1,217,296 in 
Federal income taxes. 

Mirisch’s pronouncement was a 
body blow to the exhibs as well as a 
startling surprise, for at the general 
meeting in the Variety clubrooms in 
the Hotel Schroeder a couple of 


weeks previously he had been one of | Take 20 titles, and if more than one|Go to Pix.’ 


the most outspoken and enthusiastic 
promoters of the change back to 
solos. With his announcement that 


his Oriental and Tower would re- 
main double feature houses, Al 
Kvool, district manager for the 


policy with one night show, starting 
|at 8:30 o’clock, at a 75c scale for re- 
served orchestra chairs and 50c up- 
| stairs. Opening performance was 
|largely an invitation affair. 

Other exhibs are watching the ex- 
periment closely to determine 
whether the double and triple fea- 
ture programs can be eliminated in 
this burg. The house is maintaining 
a 35c-50c scale from 10 a.m. to 6 p.m. 


WHAT ONE FAN THINKS 
OF PIX TITLES AND ADS 


Croton Falls, N. Y., Aug. 22. 
Editor, VARIETY: 

I have been reading your stories 
about why people don’t go to pic- 
| tures, and here is my two bits. 
| Let’s start with film titles, because 

the less said the better, as they al- 
'most never say anything themselves. 


|Even ‘Gone With the Wind’ might 
| have been a tale of the stock market, 
|a hurricane, a yacht race. Only the 
,acres of publicity and the din of 
| public comment about book and film 
| gave an idea what it was all about. 











| of them so much as suggests whether 
it would be worth two bits and two 


|hours, I'll eat the film, beginning 
| with the trailer. 
| Here I am, sitting at home on 


| Thursday night. There’s no 


his | 


Precaution 





Week's most surprising answer 
to the query ‘Why don’t you go 
to the movies?’ comes from Mrs. 
Dolores Keithline, 32-year-old 
housewife of New Haven, Conn.: 

‘I'm not spending a penny on 
anything I don’t absolutely need 
these days. When America is 
invaded, our coast city will be 
the first to feel it, so I'm saving 
my money to move my family 
inland when that time comes.’ 








ON DUALING 
VIA CBS 


Hollywood, Aug. 27. 

Air debate on double features 
Saturday (24) proved more a noise- 
fest than anything else, with Karl 
Hoblitzelle, best logician among the 
participants, easily being out-shouted 
by Samuel Golawyn and others, 
Verbal battle was fought on CBS’ 
‘People’s Platform.’ Hoblitzelle and 
Goldwyn, against duals, were aided 
by Mrs. Leo B. Hedges, film chair- 
man of the California Parent-Teach- 
ers Association. 

Crowding the mike on the pro side 
were I, E. Chadwick and Trem Carr, 
indie producers, and Mrs. Arthur 
Beck, a California housewife. Prof. 
Frederick Woellner, of the Univer- 
sity of California at Los Angeles, 
chairman, fought vainly to hold the 
oral clashes down to a mere three or 











Continued 





why. Gallup disclosure was a side- 
light of his poll on double features, 
but is considered by the film indus- 
try one of the most significant facts 
it has learned about itself in years. 

Large number of persons who 
gave VARIETY the ‘I'n-just-not-inter- 





NOISY DEBATE 


ested’ reply are representatives of 


industry. How to get them ‘inter- 


try today. Is it bad pictures, ‘poor 
advertising and publicity,’ as sug- 
gested by Gallup, or something else 
again? 
‘Got Out of the Habit’ 
Typical of the answers in 
category is that of Frank Connelly, 
43-year-old salesman of Detroit: ‘1 
don’t know why I quit going. 
just got out of the habit, I guess. In 
the summer, I like to get outdoors, 
golf and things like that, and win- 
ters I catch up on my reading. 1 


more.’ 

F. O. Huse, 50, railroad ticket 
seller of Omaha, is another. ‘I go 
about once a year,’ he declared. 
‘I'm just not interested.’ An inter- 
esting switch on this answer is that 
of Wallace Brown, 38, manager of 
a men’s clothing store and owner of 
an apartment house in Calgary, Al- 
berta, the only Canadian city in- 
cluded in the poll. Brown's reply: 

‘I don’t know why I don’t go to 
the movies. The last picture I saw 


was darned good. It just seems 





nothing draws me to the theatre and 


‘instead I work in my garden in the 
| summer and play bridge in ithe 


four voices shouting into the mike | winter.’ 


at one time. 

Hoblitzelle, Interstate Theatre exec, 
believes the future success of the 
film theatre biz requires the presen- 
tation of ‘balanced programs of rea- 
sonable length.’ He boiled the prob- 
lem down to one of simple propor- 
tions—that of how the film theatre 
can best serve its individual com- 
munity entertainment interests. His 
opinion was that this resolved itself 
into a bill consisting of one well- 
chosen feature supported by a wisely 
selected quota of short subjects. He 
argued that people go to the cinema 
to be ‘refreshed.’ 

Pleads for Quality 


(Continued on page 18) 


DECRIES MOTION PIX 








Ottawa, Ont., Aug. 23. 
Editor, Variety: 


I have read with much 


worth, 
public. 


as a mere member 


producers that they spend 





radio 


| much effort imitating their 
petitors—the radio and 


Warner-Saxe houses, also a strong program worth listening to, I’m tired | particularly in the producing of class 


advocate of the return to solos, said 
that his Garfield and Uptown would 
have to follow the lead of the other 
de luxe nabes, and this threw the 
whole situation wide open, and back 
to the old policy of every man for 
himself. 

Facing this sudden last-minute 
@hange in plans, exhibs generally are 
in a mad scramble today juggling 
bookings and cussing the turmoil that 
has been caused by the deflection of 
the Mirisch (or Annenberg) houses, 
as they are frequently designated. 
Those who have been working hard 
for months to bring about the change 
back to single features are not only 
mad; they’re completely disgusted. 

Annenberg Angle 

Showmen profess to see the rea] 
reason for the breakdown of this 
town’s widely heralded plan for a 
unanimous switch back to solo pic- 
tures in the filing Saturday (24) with 
the Register of Deeds here of mort- 
gages for $8,000,000 on nine proper- 
ties in Milwaukee and others nearby 
owned by Annenberg. The mort- 
gages were by the M. L. A. Invest- 
ment Co. to the United States of 
America and the documents were in- 
terpreted to be a Government lien 
on Annenberg’s extensive holdings, 
to guarantee the payment of the $8,- 
000,000 he agreed to pay in settle- 
ment of civil claims when he was 
convicted of evading taxes. 

Among the properties involved in 
the mortgage documents are the 
Oriental and Tower theatre build- 


| of the neighbors, of Chinese check- 


| up the picture ads in the papers. 
| What do I see? You know. 
| display of film names and _ stars; 
|}sometimes ‘News and _ Interesting 
| Shorts.’ Few shorts are, but skip it. 
|I go to bed early. 

But the same paper has ads for 
other things. Take Mumbles.* Are 
they advertised with the name in big 
fat type, plus the fact that they are 
made by Susie Mumbles, Sammy 
| Hairoil, Joe Glaap and Abe Pencil- 
|pusher? No. That would leave 
|prospects wondering if they were 
supposed to eat Mumbles for break- 
| fast, feed them to the dog, rub them 
in the hair, or dunk the false teeth 
|in them. So Mumbles advertising 
| tells what Mumbles will do for me 
‘and you and you. It may even tell 
how Mumbles do this, and more or 
less what’s in them. It may seem un- 
believable to picture people, but the 
publie actually buys stuff that’s ad- 
vertised that way, buys it because of 
the advertising. 

Pictures are merchandise, like any- 
thing else. Profitable advertising is 
a skillful mixture of facts and show- 
manship, just like profitable mer- 
chandising. Why do the world’s 
greatest showmen use neither show- 
manship nor facts in their advertis- 
ing, except sometimes in Variety? I 
don’t know. But until they do, I'll 
just sit home, eat Mumbles, and go 
to bed early. Like tonight. 

S. Ward Seeley. 





|A films. The point I want to make 


| ers, of books, of conversation, I look |is that a movie is essentially a pic- 


ture that moves, and the idea it has 


A big|to tell should be put over in the 


| picture and not in the sound-track. 
| The old-fashioned 
| you remember, used to tell its story 


| Pictorially and captions were kept 
It appears to me 
|that since the introduction of the 


j}at a minimum. 


|talkies the producers try more and 


}more to tell their story in the sound- | 
So 


jtrack rather than the picture. 
that we are now getting around to 
| illustrated sound-tracks rather than 
to pictures with sound. 

On the other hand, cowboy films, 
to which I am hopelessly addicted, 
still move. People do not talk, they 
do things. And these films still re- 





and fools like me. 

Mr. Chaplin is of course the out- 
standing example of what you can 
do in a movie and still keep your 
mouth shut. 

All this talking in a movie makes 
it too much like a radio. Why pay 
35¢ to see Mr. Benny when you can 
listen to him for nothing? 

This is not, of course, a specific 
explanation of what is wrong with 
the movie, but I do think it to be one 
of the things that is wrong. At any 
rate it should be easy enough for 
some qualified person to check and 
find out which are the most con- 
sistent money makers—films that are 
almost all action or films that are 





almost all talk. O. C. Wilson, 





| of 
/men of middle age and over there 


Quality, not quantity, should dic- 
tate the policy of any exhib, he de- 


interest 
yeur recent article ‘Why They Don’t 
May I put in my 5e 
of the 


Does it ever occur to your film 
far too 
com- 
the stage— 


silent film, as 


tain their popularity with small boys | 
|ing representative foliow: 


Delving more deeply into the 
'more-or-less general answer for 
|most potential patrons detouring 


theatres, ‘not enough good pictures,’ 
reveals the actual reason just as 
frequently to be: ‘not the right kind 
pictures.’ Particularly among 


is a desire for more comedy. 


Another breakdown shows too 
much similarity in films, reflected 
in the opinion of a 15-year-old 


ischool girl, Helen Wells, of Lansing, 


Mich, 
Too Much Similarity 

‘Too many pictures,’ she said, ‘are 
ithe same ones I’ve already seen un- 
\der a different title. 
lond time. I wouldn’t read the same 
| book twice, even if it were good.’ 

Another Lansingite, this time at 
ithe other end of the age scale, de- 
lclared: ‘The thing that disgusts me 


THAT LACK IN MOTION =" is war and shooting in movies. 


As if there isn’t enough of that out- | 


| side. 
That’s from Mrs. 
| year-old widow. 
Sports angle as a cause for slow- 
ness at theatre wickets—particularly 
| during the summer—is well-evident 
| from the situation in upstate New 
York in the vicinity of Albany, Troy 


Give me light entertainment.’ 
Laura Cole, 


afternoon and evening, many of them 


aired; amateur and semi-pro_ base- 
ball, twilight, night and Sundays; 
bowling in air-conditioned alleys 


polo on Sundays, jalopy and motor- 
cycle races, horse racing at Saratoga 
(with reduced admish this season), 
and other attractions. 

Surprising source of complaint be- 
cause of its frequency concerns air- 
conditioning in summer. There 
seems to be wide agreement that 
temperature and humidity in houses 
is not well-regulated and many peo- 
ple declare they stay away from 
films in the warm months because 
of this reason. 

Other causes of absence from the- 
atres are parking difficulties, prices 
{too high, all good pictures are 
| bunched during the same weeks, too 
{much propaganda and too many 
trailers. 

Additional answers, chosen as be- 








Bored 

Jerome T. Thompson, 40, treasurer 
of wholesale dry goods company. 
Elmira, N. Y.: ‘Most pictures bore 
me. They lose their historical value 
because they are unfaithful to writ- 
ten versions. I favor a single show 
with reserved seats to avoid rushing 
from dinner and would be willing to 
pay whatever would be charged for 
that.’ 

Clifford DePuy, 50, publisher, Des 
Moines, Ia.: ‘When I go to the movies 
I want to be entertained, I want to 
laugh. I go to New York several 
times a year and travel extensively 
the year ’round. I like the stage and 





night clubs and any diversion which 


‘Not Interested’ In Films 


a class which spells the difference | 
between profit and loss for the film | 


ested’ comes to the fore as the most | 
important query before the indus- | 


this | 


1} 


just don’t care about movies any | 


was ‘Gone With the Wind’ and it) 


I don’t like to | 
| spend money to see something a sec- | 


60- | 


and Schenectady. Opposition to films | 
there include professional ball games 





from page 1 








American public to find the reason| takes my mind off business worries 


‘and the war, I like heavy stuff in 
_reading—but not on the screen, J 
abhor double features.’ 

Jessie Thompson, 28, secretary 
| Calgary, Can,.: ‘I don’t get the same 
| kick out of movies I used to and 
| my girl friends also think films don’ 
have the same punch anymore. i 
am also spending part of my time in 
war work and part in the girls’ am. 
bulance class.’ 

Vida Burnette, 45, cashier, Lansing, 
Mich.: ‘I don’t like to go in the sums 
|mer because air conditioning isn't 
/perfected and always gives me a 
cold. My friends complain of the 
same thing.’ 


Pinochle 
Lou Levinson, 45, merchant, Chi- 
cago: ‘Pinochle is more interesting, 
| And two features are just about as 
cheap as two pairs of pants.’ 


| Gordon Wilkins, 40, engineer, Chi- 


| cago: ‘You can shut off a radio, but 
you hate to walk out of a 75c movie’ 

Peter Rom, 30, mail clerk, Lansing, 
|Mich.: ‘I would go more often if 
picture publicity didn’t let me down, 
|They have a lot of high-powered 
| ballyhoo about how many millions 

this or that 4im cost to make, how 
| it lined them up for blocks at Radio 
| City, N. Y., and then you go to see 
| it and it’s some dumb thing you wish 
'to gosh wasn’t so long.’ 

| George D. Hansman, 45, depart- 
| ment manager for public utility, St. 
' Joseph, Mo.: ‘I don’t remember the 
last picture I saw. I'd rather play 
golf.’ 

Harriet Lovell, 23, stenog, Chicagot 
| ‘There are only a few stars I want 
| to see, such as Gable, Tracy, Power 
and Bing Crosby. I go to their pie- 
tures, Others don’t interest me.’ 

Sameness 


Florence Milne, 34, housewife, 
Bridgeport, Conn.: ‘Hollywood has 
reached the saturation point. I used 
to be a regular customer, but the 
sameness of pictures bores me. Now 
I only go to oustanding ones.’ 

Arthur Hoffman, 23, newspaper- 
man, Anderson, Ind.: “Twelve pice 
tures a year is about my maximum, 
for two principal reasons: money 
and the fact I believe there aren't 
more than 10 or 15 wortnwhile move 
ies produced in that time.’ 

Mrs. Rose Lehman, 26, saleslady, 


Dallas, Tex.: ‘I would rather go 
dancing or watch a wrestling match,’ - 
Games 


Mrs. A, R. Knight, 30, housewife, 
Philadelphia: ‘It’s mah jong. Since 
the game became popular again in 
our neighborhood, most of us se€ly 
dom go to the movies. Particularly 
since they don’t have games anye 
more.’ 
| Mrs. May Reinke, 52, housewife, 
| Detroit: ‘I think I'd go oftener if I 
| hadn't been disappointed so much, 
I always seem to be seeing Jast 
week’s picture over again with dif- 
ferent people in it, It doesn’t seem 


that they are making pictures for 
people of my age.’ 
Parking 
Theodore Jonder, 48, atiorney, 
Pittsburgh: ‘Parking is so difficult 


downtown my only chance of seeing 
a picture is in the neighborhood, 
These houses show double features 
and l’d rather take a licking than 
sit through that.’ 

Mrs. Anna Jawicki, 38, housewife, 
Pittsburgh: ‘I think the radio offers 
better entertainment. However, 1 ze 
to the movies on b nk nights because 
if I don’t like the picture I still have 
a chance of winning money.’ 

Jack Armstrong, 26, salesman, 


Portland, Ore: ‘I only go to movies 
when there’s nothing else to do at 
night. You can have a better time 


at the dog races. Taking a girl t¢ 
the movies and sitting there for three 
hours is a nice rest, but not much 
fun.’ 

Leon Padorowski, 25, attorney, 
Hartford: ‘I’d rather stay home #nG@ 
listen to the radio. I can smoke ®& 
pipe, stretch my feet and be .‘e- 
jlaxed. I get equal enjoyment with 
greater convenience.’ 


Arnaz Footage Padded 
.. ts TE 
For RKO's ‘Girls’ Film 
| Hollywood, Aug. 27. 
| Doran Cox, who served as assist- 
ant director under George Abbott on 
RKO's ‘Too Many Girls,’ slid inte 
the top chair for added scenes on the 
| picture. Abbott, already back 12 
|New York, did not want to return 
| here for the two-day stint. 

Extra footage builds up the sole 
of Desi Arnaz, 
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War Sentiment Encourages Revival 
Of Oldtime Legit Musicals in London 





London, Aug. 15. | 

Present war has done one thing} 
for musicals—it has brought on a} 
flock of revivals from the lush pe- 
riod of the last conflict. Managers | 
gee something in the sentimental an- | 
gle, apart from the fact there seems | 
little around these times to replace | 


them. 

Shaftesbury theatre starts a run 
shortly of ‘The Chocolate Soldier.’ | 
Show played over 500 performances 
80 years back. West End will also see 
‘Maid of the Mountains’ again after 
a similar lapse. Record-breaking 
musical is due in the fall with Harry 
Welchman in the Baldassare role. 
‘Chu Chin Chow’ is current at the 
Palace. 

New shows for London include a 
Beatrice Lillie-John Gielgud part- 
nership in a novelty, ‘Words and 
Music, with Ivy St. Helier in sup- 
port, Piece comes to the West End | 
after out-of-town opening and tour. 
Firth Shephard bows a musical play 





Oct. 7, built around “The Charm 
School.’ Adaptation is by Greatrex | 
Newman and Clifford Grey; Man-| 


ning Sherwin clefs with Eric Mas- 
chwitz on lyrics. Show is yet un- 
titled, but intention is to cast Bobby 
Howes, Fred Emney, Adele Dixon 
and Richard Dolman. 

The Naborhood Theatre, subscrip- 
tion group which bowed ‘Thunder 
Rock’ for London, reopens drama 
eycle shortly with a play by Wini- 
fred Holtby, ‘Take Back Your Free- 
dom. Piece has been revised by 
Norman Ginsbury and deals with 
dictatorship. Frank Allenby, Mary 
Glynne and Beatrice Wilson are 
cast. 





Will Hays Defends 
US. Film Cos. On 


Swiss Shipments 


eo 








Hollywood, Aug. 27. 

Will Hays, in answer to the plea 
of a member of the Swiss Motion | 
Picture Association for immediate} 
product, published in Variety Aug. 
14, declared that all companies are 
floing everything possible to get pix) 
to Switzerland, but lack of trans-| 
— is making the task almost 
mpossible. 

‘Our companies have been sending 
their pictures to Lisbon by boat in| 
hope that some of them would be! 
able to reach various points in 
Europe, but transportation facilities 
are difficult,’ Hays asserted. “There 
ara a few boats to Lisbon but after | 
the picture arrives there it is prac- | 


tically impossible to get it across- 
France and travel in the Mediter- 
ranean is out of the question. Dis- 


tributors are doing everything they 
can to get their pictures into Switzer- | 
land.’ | 
Reqyest from Switzerland came to 
Variety from Oscar M. Lavanchy, 
who pointed out that although the 
country constituted a small market, 
it is one of the few remaining in 
Europe. He said that it is imprac- 
tical for the Swiss exhibs to wait 
until offices in Paris and London, 
Which used to serve them, are re- 
established, and asked that product 
%@ shipped to Lisbon and_ then 
trucked to the Swiss border in a co- 
Operative effort by all companies. 


- 


Split on Admish Hikes 


London, Aug. 15 


45 ans f a split developing within 
- : be n tr ade may provide a barrier 
“2 ©xXnibs go-the-limit campaign on 
Upped admissions. . 


Provincial 
ing to fall in 
scribed by 
lor a 


house-owners, unwill- 
line on the scales pre- 
London brethren, plug! 
continuance of 6c and 10c 
Seats as against the 18c minimum 
ready to be introed by circuit-owned 
theatres, Prexy Mears of Cinema- 
tograph Exhibitors Assn. says lat-| 
te ; * minimum is impossible for the 
sudsequents, who live off the cheapie | 
patron, His statement will do much 
to bolster hinterland’s Opposition, 


Pix Boost War Training | 

‘ _ Mexico City, Aug. 27. | 
onscription and compulsory mili- | 

| 


tary training, demanded by new 
federal law, are to be boosted by the | 
Bovernment with series of pic shorts | 
being produced by Ministry of Na- 
tional Defense. 


Shorts are to be exhibited gratis. | 


| complete 


|} prominent 


| governmental 





‘Mystery’ Back of Snarl 


Between Daily, Cinemas 


Mexico City, Aug. 27. 

Much speculation as just what was 
back of it was prompted by a row 
between the Mexican cinema opera- 
tors association and El Universal, 
prominent local daily, over a story 
the latter published to the effect 
that the four biggest pic theatres 
here, Olimpia, which is directly 
American-operated; Alameda, Rex 
and Iris, are at odds with the pic 
workers’ union, 


The association and operators of 
the four cinemas published adver- 
tisements in the other local dailies 
asserting that relations between them 
and the union are of the best and 
that they are at a loss to understand 
why El Universal would run a story 
Saying that the four cinemas were 
about to break off with the union 
over wage demands, The four cine- 
mas threatened to quit advertising 


| in the newspaper unless it retracted 


the story. El Universal did not re- 
tract the tale and it is still running 
the cinemas’ ads. 


AUSSIE ALLAYS 
EXHIB FEAR ON 
GOVT CURB 


Sydney, Aug. 7. 
federal politicos 
control over local 
power and finance, many 





With 


cide whether the government in- 
tends stepping into the pic industry. 
Industry received a shock when a 
wool broker announced 
government might find it 


that the 

aac 4 tate aceae nartain + 1a 
necessary lv lan@ VVEL Ceitadili VUliu- 
ings, including metropolitan thea- 
tres, in which to store the new sea- 
son’s wool clip while awaiting its 
boating to Great Britain, 


Probing the announcement at a} 
beer | 


source, it’s 
learned that the government has no 
intention of interfering with pic af- 
fairs, especially in the compulsory 
takeover of any city filmers for 
wool-storage purposes. Semi-official 
spokesman informed Varrery that 
the government fully realized that 
entertainment must be available to 
the public. If, however, there hap- 
pened to be empty theatres in cer- 
tain suburban zones, and the owners 
were 
then a deal might be made 
to wool storage, he added. 


anxious to let such theat 


Major loop execs, including 
Charles Munro, Hoyts; Norman B. 
Rydge, Greater Union, and Sam 
Snider, Snider-Dean, in association 


doing 
aid 


are 
power to 


with others, everything 
within their the 
ernment in its huge war effort, and, 
according to official spokesmen, the 
government is most grateful. 


.OV- 


That the government fully realizes 


entertainment in 
borne out by the 


value of 
times 1s 


the 
current 


pic 


fact that Sir Ernest Fisk, economic | 
adviser to the government, did not | 


restrictions be 
S. fare to con- 
exchange, although 
of their 


that 
down on U 


suggest product 
brought 
serve the dolla 
U.S 


froze 


‘SINGAPORE’ BEST IN 


distribs have 50 coin 


GLASGOW SINCE ’36 


London, Aug. 15. 


Par’s ‘Road to Singapore,’ Bing 
Crosby-Bob-Hope- Dorothy Lamour 
starrer, grossed $8,000 in less than 


a week in Glasgow, topping all takes 

at the theatre since 1936. 
Liverpool, Swansea and other key 

spots report similar record grosses. 


‘Japs Nix ‘Lion Wings’; 


See Chaplin Pic Banned 
Tokyo, Aug. 9. 

Taking into consideration the pro- 
axis policy of the film censorship 
authorities, 
cided to abandon bringing in ‘The 
Lion Has Wings.’ 

No hope is entertained for Charles 
Chaplin’s ‘The Great Dictator, 
which also is anti-fascist 


granted | 
man- | 
pic execs | 
are having headaches in trying to de- | 


es, |} 


in respect | 


United Artists has de- | 


| MEXICO BANS NAZI PIC 


| Gov't Calls Olympiad Reels ‘Subtle’ 
| Propaganda 

Mexico City, Aug. 27. 
On the ground that it is ‘subtle’ 
Nazi propaganda and therefore in- 
| fringes on Mexico's neutrality, the 
| federal film censors have banned the 
| German-made picture, ‘Show of the 
| Nations,’ a complete cinematographic 
reportage of the last Olympiad in 
| Berlin, 
| Picture of 24 reels was taken from 
| the ill-fated liner Columbus twe days 
| before she left Vera Cruz last De- 
cember, and placed in the German 
legation here, 


CANCEL SCHIPA 
DATES IN B.A. 


Buenos Aires, Aug. 27. 

Whether or not Tito Schipa in- 
sulted Argentina’s national honor by 
refusing to sing at a patriotic eve 
celebration in provincial Parana 
seems likely to remain a live issue 
in these parts for years. Apparently 
due to protests by local artists, man- 
agement of the municipally-owned 
Colon theatre here has announced an 
agreement had been made with the 
tenor cancelling his final perform- 
ances. 

Schipa originally protested he had 
intended no insult by refusing to 
sing at the concert in question. Pe- 
titioning singers were then rebuffed 
by the management but later the city 
ordered a probe. No results an- 
nounced, but the cancellation appar- 
ently speaks for itself. Silence con- 
tinues to pour in large quantities 
from the Colon management, 











} 
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London In Wartime 











London, Aug. 15. | 


Royal Air Force has lined up best 


musicians in London, former mem-| 
; 
i bers of Ambrose, Jack Harris. Lew | 
!Stone, Jack Jackson, Jack Hylton,! 

' 


|Brian Lawrence and Eddie Carroll 
| bands, who are all in the RAF. Move 
'is to form band, calling it Squad- 
| roneers, 


Ronald Strode working on docu- 


|mentary and propaganda films for 
the government, | 


War has popularized the bicycle 
among the femme element of show 
folk. Those cycling to work from 
their Mayfair flats are Claire Luce, 
Gabriel Brune, Dorothy Dickson and 
Ellen Poilock, Mary Ellis started 
the vogue. 


William Pepper, manager for War- 
i his vacation 
{making planes in aircraft factory of 


ners theatre, will spen 


!which his brother has charge, 


Lit 


Pipers have 
the duration 


Dagenham Girl 
| joined the farmgirls for 
of the war. 


+} 


Hay serving in 1@ Home 


will 
Guard. 
Diana Napier (Mrs. Richard Tau- 
ber) a driver in the Women’s 
Transport Corps. 


Wing-Com- 
the 


Claire Luce’s fiance, 
mander Gillan jecorated with 
Distinguished Flying Cross 


i} ling ine p! in 


Edward Chapman 


for increased war effort fro shov 
business folk Stars list home ad- 
dresses with authorities, and are up 
for attendance at nearby functions. 

Project undertaker by labor 
froups under tag of Film Workers 
Assn. will utilize 16 mm. outlet as 
a means to instructing trade union 
members in propaganda and educa- 


tion. 

Mrs. Jack Davies in the Women’s 
Auxiliary Transport Service Corps. 
| John B. Myers finally accepted as 
pilot officer in the Royal Air Force 
Volunteer Reserve, and so it makes 
four of the directors of his company 
out of five with the colors. The othe: 
three are Anthony Downing, R.A.E.A 
Wysard and E. H. George. 





ett’s table tennis act, which has been 
| playing around vaudeville for over 
;to Evans being called up for the 
j army. 


| agency in 
| bution 


| be 
| which 


| over 


| of Walter 


Uncertainty of Coin-Freeze Question 
Retards U.S. Film Prod. in England 





‘No Downheat, As Yet, 


In Foreign Pix Into N.Y. 


Albany, N. Y., Aug. 27. | 

The war caused only a slight de-| 
crease in the number of foreign- 
made pictures sent to and submitted 
for licensing in New York State dur-| 
ing the fiscal year ending June 30. 
The motion picture division of the 
State Education Department § an- 
nounced that the total was only} 
slightly less than the 458 mark for | 
the previous year. More than 15 
foreign countries shipped pictures to | 
New York State during the last fiscal 
year, 

With a fee of $3 charged for each | 
1,000 feet of original film offered for | 
inspection and $2 for each duplicate, | 
last year’s total receipts amounted to 
$298,000. This year’s gross will be| 
more than $300,000, due to greater 
length of feature films, it is said. | 
ae | 

Real downbeat in foreign films 
will assert itself this fall and winter, 
it’s expected in New York distrib | 
circles, 


BRITISH LION IN 
TAKEOVER OF 
GN DISTRIB 


o—-—--—_——— 








London, Aug. 27. | 

Films, Ltd., will 
a distributing | 
the future, concentrating 
its activities on production, Distri- 
of four already completed 
pictures and all future product will 
handled by British Lion. Pix 
GN has in release now are 
‘Room for Two,’ ‘Pastor Hall,’ ‘Under | 
Your Hat’ and ‘You Will Remember.’ | 

Deai involves ciose to $1,000,000, | 
with a deposit of $300,000 being paid 
today (Tuesday). Grand Na-| 
tional offices will be consolidated 
with British Lion headquarters, nec- 
essitating the discharge of 70 people 
from GN, with about 10 to move over 


Grand National 
cease functioning as 


| to BL. 


Maurice Wilson, now in the United 


States and due here in about four 
weeks, remains as managing direc- 
tor, but Jeffrey Bernerd, formerly 


A | SO 


2sponsi- 


joint managing director, is out 
Howard Welsch, partially ré 


ble for promoting GN. 


“YORKVILLE PUBLICITY 


MAN’S MURDER SOLVED 


Aug. 27. 
July 
ynd 


Noblesville, Ind., 
Mysterious disappearance in 
Ebeling, 31 


for Nazi 


publicity 


contact man picture theatre 


ently been 


in New York, has appai 

solved with the confession here by 
a hitch-hiker that he killed Ebeling 
Sheriff Joseph Newby, of Hamilton 


county, declared that Richard Klow- 


etter, 25, of Niles, Mich., had made 
a statement that he and Mervin 
Cagle, arrested with him, had been 
given a lift by Ebeling, had robbed 
him of $100 after killing him and 
had tossed his body into a field 

Klowetter and Cagle were taken 
to South Bend yesterday (Monda 
and aided police i: locat y Ebe 
ling’s body New York theatre man 
who disappeared July 10, was on a 
vacation and J ia at 
South Bend 

Ebeling worked fo the Garden 
theatre in the Yorkvil section of 
Manhattan House plays Nazil films 
and, upon Ebeling’s disappearance 
there was some thought that foul 
| play because of this reason may have 
| entered in. 

He was a naturalized American 


Norman Evans and Stanley Prof- | 


citizen of Swedish extraction and 
was said to have been neutral in his 
politics. 





Harker-“Crook’ Clicks 
In London Premiere 


London, Aug. 27 
A new legit hit has reached the 
West End, ‘Once a Crook’ opening at | 


| the Aldwych Thursday (22). 


la year, has had to be abandoned due | 


Show is a well-constructed 
comedy-drama starring Gordon Har- | 
ker. It was splendidly received by 
both critics and audiences, 


> 





London, Aug. 27 
Bill Sistrom, RKO production chie? 
here, when listing difficulties beset- 
ting company’s British plans, empha. 
sized uncertainty about government's 
coin-freeze intentions. Regulations 
expire in October. 


Sistrom pointed out larze-seaie 


pictures can’t go into work if the 
U. S. end has no indication of the 
future of the agreement. Plans are 
completed, he said, to start with one 
of the ‘Saint’ features, but final go- 


ahead is awaited from New York 
Other Yank operatives in London 


confirm speedy decision on the coin 
freeze is essential to U. S. financing 
of British-made product. Metro's 


program of five for this side remains 
as nothing more than an announce- 
ment, 





20th Abides by Quota 
Hollywood, Aug. 27 
20th-Fox is the only American 
producing company currently going 


| ahead with its full quota of four pic- 


tures in England in spite of war con- 
ditions. First of the group. an ‘In- 
spector Hornleigh’ feature, is fin- 
ished and the second, ‘Kipps,” is 
due to start next week. In prepa- 
ration are ‘Paddy, the Next Best 
Thing’ and ‘Fighter Squadron.’ 

Robert Kane, head of 20th-Fox 
overseas production, now in Holly- 
wood, declared the company intends 
to keep its British organization in- 
tact, to be ready for any move in 
case of peace in the near future. 
Meanwhile, Kane will produce tw» 
pictures, ‘Breach of Discipline’ and 
‘A Very Young Lady,’ on the West- 
wood lot before returning to Eng- 
land. 

Warners and RKO are still unde- 
cided about continuing their picture 
making in London, and other Holly- 


wood companies are waiting for 
more favorable conditions WB, 
however, has scheduled several pix 


at an outlay of $300,000 each 


Art for Art’s Sake 
Points Up London 
Legit’s Patriotism 





London, 
Wartime legit is on an 


Aug. 27 


altogether 


different basis to the pre-blitz days. 
Observation is wide open for the 
crack ‘they got paid then,’ but it 


wouldn’t exactly give the right slant 


on the thing. Theatre has gone back 


to really being art for art’s sake, 
with players from the stellar ranks 
jown finding more satisfaction, pa- 
triotically, in just doing a show than 
being coin - compensated They're 
not alone in this lofty principle 

vers every phase of production 
Managers and theatre owners see a 


house, if only 
more 


for a couple 


lighted 
yf week >» as 
jark one. 

If there’s a comeback for lezit it 
won't be through the financial inter- 
ests. World War days were different 


The money made then lingered on as 


cheerful than a 


the ideal and it’s taken till now to 
slough off that idea. 

Now the profesh itself is respon- 
sible for what life there is in the 
theatre. Recalling the boom days of 
"14-18, and more particularly hoy 
suddenly they came after a bleak 


outlook, those b.o. standards may yet 


return. A good stage piece still has 
y foll wing, and the way productior 

‘ontinuing, the stage ca afford to 

ait for the profit 

If a similar out can be found ) 
the comedians, the stage will have 
Jone its job of looking afte wr 
The happy gang has been hard hit 
by the war, seeing its tasty beach 
spots and summer entertainm 
routes along the coasts turned to 


armed fortresses in the main A 
scant half dozen remain out of hun- 
dreds of pier and pavilion shows 


RKO Sets S.A. Meet 


Phil Reisman, head of foreign dis- 
tribution for RKO, sailed Friday (23) 
for Argentina, where he will hold a 
sales convention Sept. 13. On his 
way to Buenos Aires, where the meet 
will be held, Reisman is stopping off 
at Rio de Janeiro to discuss plans 
for a similar powwow later for Bra- 
zil 

RKO’'s foreign sales chief will alsa 
preside at the Brazil get-together, 
returning to New York in about two 


i montha 


rat rt 
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"BRIGHAM YOUNG-rouxc 
7-THEATRE WORLD PREMIE 


RECORD-SHATTERING BOXOrF 
LAKE CITY EXTENDED Rt 











SATURDAY AND SUNDAY 
GROSSES (First Two Days of Run) 
175% OF HISTORIC WEEKEND 
RECORD OF “ALEXANDER’S 
RAGTIME BAND”! MONDAY’S 
BUSINESS MORE THAN 
DOUBLES “ALEXANDER’S”! 
AND "JESSE JAMES”,“STANLEY 
AND LIVINGSTONE”, “THE | 
RAINS CAME”, ALL OTHER | 
MARKS CORRESPONDINGLY | 
AND OVERWHELMINGLY 
SMASHED! 
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WING ITS PHENOMENAL 
ERE SELL-OUT-IS MAKING 
FICE HISTORY IN ITS SALT 











COMPARE THESE ATTENDANCE RECORDS! 





Brigham Young Alexander’s Ragtime Band 
| Sat. 7,637 5,439 
Sun. 6,154 5,544 


Mon. 5,266 3,019 
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Foreign Correspondent 


tee Artiste 


release of Walter Wanger 


eduction Stars Joel McCrea; features | 
y aine Day, Herbert Marshall, George | 
Sanders, Albert Basserman, Robert Bench- | 
ey Liirected by Alfred Hitehcock. Origi- 
Wii screenplay by, Charles Bennett and 


jown Hatrison; additional dlalog by James 
Hilts and Robert Benchley; camera, Rudy | 
Mate special photography, Ray Binger; | 
eciit Derothy Spencer. Previewed Avg. 


y, W440, in 
Running 


the Projection Room, N, 
ve: 119 MINS, 


‘ Joel McCrea 
*: Fisher ast getesntdess ocean: tae 
Stephen Fisher... .ccccceeses Herbert Marshall 
fi. ot +otb amareeere George Sanders 
Vi Meer... ccrerenscesecd Albert Basserman 
Stebbins oon .. Robert Benchley 
ficwles ece@cececcoees Edmund Gwenn 
h POWOTS. cc ceeeeccsece Harry Davenport 
Kiug , eee eceesese Eduardo Ciannelli 
EDOPOOM . ac + 00d deans oceduber Barbara Pepper 
lut mn Diplomat ..e.--KAdie Conrad 
As Ron vcctean nes Charles Waggenheim 
Tiamy ccovecesccoocc MmaEtiNn BRosieen 


Virtually every minute of the 119 
ihe picture runs is of the type of 
breath-taking, suspenseful = spine- 
quiver that director Alfred Hitch- | 
cack has so successfully learned to 
make pay off at the boxoffice. As 
for spectacle, there’s plenty of it in 
‘Foreign Correspondent,’ with a po- 
litical assassination that no European 
revolutionary could plan better and 
a crash of a trans-Atlantic clipper 
plane which has_ seldom _ been 
equaled for screen terror. 

Picture might well qualify as one 
of the best of the year to date were 
the plot not quite so heavy on the 
artificial] side. It’s not the kind of 
phoniness apparent to much of a 
film audience—there’s far too much 
suspense and action for that—but 
there are a few too many points that 
won't hold liquid for a cooler-headed 
jury of critics unless they, too, are 
captivated by the Hitchcock brand of | 
nerve-tingling. 


‘Foreign Correspondent’ started | 
out as a filmization of Vincent 
Sheean’s autobiography, ‘Personal | 


History.’ World-shaking events since 


those which Sheean participated 
in and related necessitated re- | 
writing and revamping. Finally | 


there was nothing left of ‘Personal | 
History.” An excellent original story | 
by Charles Bennett and Joan Harri- | 
son had evolved in its place. So 
producer Walter Wanger_ quietly | 
shelved the Sheean best-seller to pic- 
turize it in its original form at some 
Jater date. ‘Foreign Correspondent’ 
is one of the few pictures in which 
such extensive tinkering on _ the 
script has turned out successfully. 
Wanger has still further built it up 
by adding dialog from the humani- 
tarian typewriter of James Hilton 
and the sophisticated one of Robert 
Benchley. 

Story is essentially the oid cops- 
#nd-robbers. But it has been set in 
a background of international politi- 
cal intrigue of the largest order, the 
kind of thing that must be foremost 
in the mind of every person who 
reads today’s papers or listens to the 
radio. It has a war flavor, the events 
taking place immediately before and 


at the start of the present conflict 
abroad: yet it can in no sense be 
called a war picture. Mystery and 


intrigue march in place of the sol- 
diers who have made recent war 
films virtually boxoffice poison. 

Suspenseful and highly exciting 
plot has been placed in a William 
Cameron Menzies production that 
lends authenticity and dignity to the 
story. The sets are equal in their 
size and scope to the extent of the 
international spy story being un- 
folded. 

Add to all this a cast carefully 
selected by Hitchcock to the last, 
unimportant iackey and it is evident 


why the film can’t miss. Joel Mc- 
Crea neatly blends the self-confi- 
cence and naivete of the reporter- 
hero, while Laraine Day, virtually a 


fiedgling in 
difficult 


pictures, only in the 


most sequences misses out 
as a top-grade dramatic player. Vet 
Herbert Marshall as the heavy, 


George Sandcrs as McCrea’s fellow- 
reporter, 72-year-old refugee Albert 
Basserman as a Dutch diplomat, Ed- 
mund Gwenn as a not-to-be-trusted 
bodyguard, Eduardo Ciannelli as the 
usual hissable villain, are all tops. 
Comic touch is provided by Robert 
Benchley and Eddie Conrad. Bench- 
ley is a foreign correspondent who, 
for 25 years, has been rewriting gov- 
ernment handouts in the morning 
and drinking in the afternoon, until 
he has one of the finest cases of the 
jitters ever recorded by the camera. 
His droll appearance earns a laugh 
before he says a word. Conrad is a 
woozy-haired Latvian diplomat who 
doesn't speak English, but under- 
stands other things. 
Story uncorks with 
2 New York paper going nuts be- 
cause his foreign correspondents 
cable nothing but rumor and specu- 
lation. He hits on the idea of send- 
ing one of his police reporters (‘this 
is nothing but a big crime, anyway’) 
to dig factual material out of the 
Europe of August, 1939. 
who knows nothing of foreign affairs 
(but thinks Hitler ‘would be a good 
guy to pump’), of course is the boy. 
He immediately runs into the tall- 
est story a reporter can imagine— 
a big-league peace organization, 
headed by Marshall, which is oper- 
ating as nothing but a spy ring and 
thinks no method too ruthless to use 
on diplomats sincerely against war. 
McCrea runs into the double-cross 
organizatio when 


the editor of 


and assassinates his imposter to 
give the impression that he is dead. | 
Assassination sequence in the rain | 
on the broad steps of an Amsterdam | 
building ‘(set is a tremendous and 


| excellent 


McCrea, | 


it kidnaps an| 
honest Dutch diplomat (Basserman) | 


re-creation of a 


block in Amsterdam) is virtually a | 


newsreel in its starkness. 

McCrea, aided by Sanders, gets on 
to the whole organization, but it is 
so fantastic no one will believe him. 
So it becomes necessary to get to 
the root of it to have a story his 
paper will publish. In figuring 


Marshall's daughter and is sincere 
in her efforts for peace. She doesn't 
know her father is not only a phony, 
but a spy. 


Film is full of Hitchcock's obvious 


twists to heighten drama and sus- 
pense, but they nevertheless serve 
well. One is an ominous Great Dane 
which sulks through the film with 
nothing to do but scare the audience. 
Story doesn't mention until the 
very end, and then but once, the 
nationality of the enemies. It is 
hardly necessary to clarify, however, 
the Nazi implications Herb. 


BRIGHAM YOUNG 


Hollywood, Aug. 24. 
Darryl F 


associate producer, 
Macxowan, Stars Tyrone Power 
JLinda Darnell, Dean Jagger: features Brian 
yonlevy, Jane Darwell, John Carradine, 
Mary Astor. Directed by Henry Hathaway. 
Sereenplay by Lamar Trotti, based on story 
by Louis Bromfield: camera, Arthur Miller; 
pecial effects, Fred Sersen: editor, 
ert Kischoft Previewed in x 
Aug. 23, ‘40, Running 


Century-Fox release of 


production; 


20th 
Zanuck 
Kenneth 


Rob- 
ojection 
Room, Lime, 


MINS, 


Jonathan Kent..cceqgeecccees 
Zina Webb.....cees aeebeeses ee 
Brigham YOung. cccocscveces Wan 
Angus DUNCAN. .cccccescccec: Brian Donlevy 
Eliza Kent eeeee +s dane Darwell 
Porter Rockwell. .o.ececacese sd John Carradine 
Mary Ann Young. ...ccccocse:: vy Astor 
Joseph Smith..... eoecccececee. Vincent Price 
Clara YOutg. ..ccccecscccdecsecss Jean Rogers 
DEBTY WORE... ccadcoSovcacseesecvecd Ann Todd 


.Tyrone Power 
Darnell 
Jugxeer 


| Heber Kimball.... ccccess Willard Robertson 


Doc Richards. ..cccedesseess+--Moroni Olsen 


Prosegutor...... soceeccees-- Marc Lawrence 
Hyrum Smith......+-ceeee- Stanley Andrews 
Hubert Crum... .eccccecceees+ Frank Thomas 
po eee. seresececeeeess+- Fuzzy Knight 
Henry Kent....scoeessecess+--Dickie Jones 
Caleb Kent. ..cecceeeceeees. Selmer Jackson 
Mir. Wedd. csevee veeeceseesFrederiek Burton 
pO eee eoccecosvess+- Russell Simpson 


Jim Bridger.....seeeeee.Arthur Aylesworth 


Big Elk... ..ccccccscvceseses- Chief Big Tree 
Johnson. :.... eeeeeececseeess Davidson Clark 
Emma Smith....cseeeeeeee.- Claire Du Brey 
0 Te eoevoccvcesese Tully Marshall 
BOOM. RAGGOE. . cccccccvecesececses: Diek Rich 
SUED POTORIER. « cccet coceccecess Ralph Dunn 
ON Te 66 aegee re 025 Edwin Maxwell! 
PG A ia bank cae bbb sake Fdmund MacDonald 
BT | SP TT eee George Melford 

‘Brigham Young’ is_ Darryl 
Zanuck’s entry for an outstanding 
picture of the year. It’s a big pic- 


ture in every respect, and will click 
heavily at the nation’s boxoffices for 
top biz and holdovers. Taking the 
favorable factual aspects of the trek 
of Mormons to the west, and com- 
bining them with well-concocted 
fictional ingredients, picture emerges 
as one of the epic filmizations of 
early American history. 

In displaying the fortitude of the 
pioneers who opened up the west, 
‘Brigham Young’ is similar in dra- 
matic texture to ‘The 
Wagon,” and has been 
a larger scaie than the 
factor alone insures big 
in ail runs. 

There's dramatic power in the per- 
secution of the Mormons in their set- 
tlement at Nauvoo, Ill.: the convic- 


produced on 
latter. This 
b.o. results 


tion and murder of Joseph Smith; 
and the resultant decision of Brig- 


ham Young to lead his flock across 
the plains to their eventual home on 
the shores of Salt Lake. Adversity 
hits the entourage at every turn, but, 
despite recalcitrants in the ranks, 
Young commands attention with a 
most dominating personality. The 
Mormon caravan stops at Council 
Bluffs and Fort Bridger along the 
trail, and the site of the future home 
of the sect is determined by Young 
in a vision of the valley stretching 
out before the pioneers. Establish- 
ment of Salt Lake City is beset with 
difficulties, with food hoarding 
necessary during the first devastating 


winter. The invasion of locusts to 
initiate the destruction of needed 
crops, with the timely arrival of 
flocks of seagulls to wipe out the 
pests, is most vividly depicted. 
Through it all runs a minor ro- 
mance between Tyrone Power and 


Linda Darnell: and a more important 
impress of man and wife on the parts 
of Young (Dean Jagger) and his first 


and favorite spouse, Mary Ann 
(Mary Astor) Latter is decidedly 
Sympathetic and carries prominent 


appeal as standing solidly behind the 
leader through adversity, convincing 


him of the rightness of his leader- 
ship, even though he questions his 
own judgment. Setup makes for 


strongest form of woman appeal. 


Production handles the matter of 
polygamy delicately and smartly. 
The multiple-wives edict of the 


period is not evaded, but is still so 
buried that few wil] even be appar- 
ent of its existence in the picture’s 
unfolding. Only once does it flare 
up prominently in the dialog for a 
brief instance. 

The pioneering spirit o- the Ameri- 
cans of a century ago is depicted 
with both strength and vigor. There’s 
a dramatic plea for religious toler- 


|}ance that applies to current condi- 


tions, and the rigors of the Mor- 
mons, in embarking on the hazard- 
ous journey across the plains to 


finally set up their own community 
are forcibly depicted. Although the 
story has its premise on the perma- 


whole ; 








it | 
out he runs into Miss Day, who plays? 
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; 
| 
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Miniature Reviews 





‘Foreign Correspondent’ (UA). 
Big-time spy-mystery story 
which director Alfred Hitchcock 
has made a certain top-grosser. 

‘Brigham Young’ (20th). Epic 
film production will hit top biz 
in all runs. Due for holdovers 
generally. 

‘Kit Carson’ 


(Small-UA). Just 


a western, Jon Hall in the title 
part, full of action, short on 
story. 

‘Flowing Gold’ (WB). Standard 
action programmer of the oil 
fields. 

‘Dance Girl, Dance’ (RKO). 


Musical drama stars Maureen 

O'Hara. Lucille Ball and Louis 

Hayward. Fair b.o. at best. 
‘Men Against the Sky’ (RKO). 


Good action programmer of the 


airways. Supporter for key 
duals and subsequents. 

‘Public Deb. No. 1’ (20th). 
Mixture of Communism and 


glamor girl adventures fails to 
jell. Weak dualer. 

‘River’s End’ (WB). Remake of 
old James Oliver Curwood ad- 
venture story of the north saved 
by good comedy relief. 

‘Golden Gloves’ (Par). Strictly 
a preliminary bout aimed to cash 
in on the New York and Chicago 
amateur boxing tournaments. 

‘The Durango Kid’ (Col). 
western in the Charles 
series. 


OK 
Starrett 








Hollywood 


|with discouraging results, and re- 


|turned to the eastern stage. 


His 


|ability cannot be discounted, and he 


j 


brings to the character of the. Mor- 
mon leader a personable humaness 
and sympathy that will be long re- 
membered. Miss Astor turns in one 


of the finest performances of her | 
understanding wife | 


career as the 


| who stands by and counsels her hus- 


Covered | 


| ing. 


| 


nent establishment of the Mormon | 


church, th> basic preachments of 


free religious worship in this coun- | 


try are prominently expounded. 
Picture discloses Dean Jagger, who 

portrays Brigham Young, as poten- 

tial starring material. Player had 


band through his periods of misgiv- 
Power and Miss Darnell are 
overshadowed by the above twain. 
In keeping with the epic status of 
the production, supporting cast is of 


high merit There's Jane Darwell, 
mother of Power, who makes the 
supreme sacrifice of the western 


journey; Brian Donlevy, who tries to 
displace Young as leader of the 
flock: two-gun scout John Carradine, 
and Vincent Price as the founder, 
Joseph Smith. 

Henry Hathaway's direction is top- 
notch and highlights much incident 
along the way of the expansive 
panoramas of country and the end- 
less wagon train wending its way 
across country. Hathaway never 
allows the intimacy of his main story 
to be overshadowed by the massive- 
ness of the caravan or the hordes of 
people used in big scenes of the pro- 
duction. Lamar Trotti executed a 
slick script from the Louis Brom- 
field story of early Mormon adven- 
tures. Photography by Arthur 
Miller is outstanding, and print in 
preview carries amber toning to ac- 
centuate the camera Fred 
Sersen’s composition of the descent 
of the seagulls on the crickets is one 
of the best examples of special ef- 


work. 


fects in some time. Walt, 
United Artists release « Edward Small 
production Feuture J Hall. Lynn Bari, 
Dana Andrews, Ward Bond. Harold Huber, 
> Henry Gordon Directed by George B 
Seitz. Original and screenplay bv George 
Brucet camera John Me itl 1 Rober 
Pittack: music, Kdw W effetts, 
John Cosgrove nd dhe l \ Anderson 
Pre ewed in Projection i . is 
26, 4) Running time 95 MINS, 
Kit Carson ba ee Jon Tl 
Dolores Murphs lyon Bari 
Capt. John C, Fremont......D 4 Avidrews 
RL: 5 pee wade eee aa Harold Huber 
MEE Sets cis scenakehuieanbeke Ward Bond 
Rn Renie Riar 
ye. .: Pare — ‘ ton Moore 
BIO TONS . <ciccoceecene Rowena Cook 
eum Wrtaeer......cccccece Ruymond Hatton 
Sergeant Clanahan....... Harry Strang 
General Castro............C. Henry Gordon 
General Vallejo......... Lew Me 
IL: 5: ain be Ge oseineGi- ee ce Stanley Andre 
John Sutter a n Maxwe 
James King iwecnaes ter Lynn 
Ruiz = 
Don Migue Murphys 2 nu 


The elusive and shadowy 
Kit has moved in the back- 
ground of scores of western pictures. 
Indian scout, wagon-train guide. «ol- 
dier and plainsman, his roles are as 


figure of 
( arson 


unlimited as the great prairies and 
mountain ranges which he roamed 


during the years when the covered 
wagons moved westward. Now, at 
last, he has a film bearing his own 
name, in*which he is chief character, 
hero, lover and fighter. Judged by 
general standards of westerns it is 
an ambitious outdoor production, full 
of vim and redskins. The youngsters 
will like it, but despite obvious ef- 
forts to give it epic quality it re- 
mains in the groove. 

In contrast with many of his con- 
temporaries, the Carson saga is a 
matter of fairly accurate record, and 
any biographer who would attempt 
a screening of his career should find 


it unnecessary to add much fiction | 
ito the facts. 


Geprge Bruce has 
scarcely touched the significance of 
Kit’s career, although he has told a 


long-winded tale based on the inci- | 
transcontinental | 


dent of the first 
crossing of U.S. cavalry, commanded 


by John C. Fremont and guided by 
| Carson. 

Story becomes scarctly more than 
a conventional three-way romance, 
involving a young California beauty, 
on her way to the family hacienda 
'at Monterey, the cavalry officer and 
the Indian guide. There are excit- 
ing encounters with the Shoshones 
and the film picks up interest in sev- 
|eral spots by the sheer beauty of the 
| western scenic background. 
| Edward Small has assembled a 
good cast, including the appearance 
lof Jon Hall in the title part which 
lhe plays with earnestness. Other 
‘leads are handled by Lynn Bari, 
| Dana Andrews, Harold Huber, Ward 
|Bond and C. Henry Gordon. There 
‘are some standout bits by Raymond 
| Hatton, as the famous Jim Bridger, 
land William Farnum, distinguished 
'as a California ranchero, 
| But it has all been done before, 
jand although George B. Seitz has 
| directed some of the fighting scenes 
jon a big scale, story interest is con- 
| fined to artificial incident. ‘Carson’ 
brings very little to the fine library 
_of screen Americana. Flin, 








| FLOWING GOLD 
| 


Hollywood, Aug. 22. 


release of William 
John Garfield, 


Jacobs 
Kran- 


Warner Bros. 


production. Features 


ces Farmer, Pat O'Brien. Directed by Al- 
fred EK. Green, Original sereenplay by 
| Kenneth Gamet, suggested by story by Rex 


| Beach; dialog director, Hugh MeMuilen; 
lfeamera, Sid Hickox: special effects, Byron | 
| Haskin and Willard Van Enger: editor, 
|} James Gibbon: asst. director, Jesse Hibbs. 
Previewed at WR Hollywood, Aug. 21, ‘40. 
| Ruoning time, 80 MINS, 
| Johnny Pee Te Pee ree Tohn Garfield 
PEAmGe CRARMOPE. 55.0 cerns Frances Farmer 
£2 ye Rr eee Pat O'Brien 
| Wildeat Chalmers.......RKaymond Walburn 
Pe SO <s sw he aera shaeeoens Cliff Kdwards 
>. Se eae .+e.. Tom Kennedy 
| Charles Hammond.......... Granville Bates 
4 ee ch ecdeuseeconbors lody Gilbert 
CRN oo a8 b nt ves ceeec’s ous Kdward Pawley 
BEIRG TOVARIRR + os 60 0 060 en vee .. Frank Mayo 
GOB. sc csnciecdivene TYTTrTy William Marshall 
EARS. so coccevcttenccecadecteuns ..S8o0l Gross 
WEUPRO. wc nccccceveciscessectess Virginia Sale 
Sheriff...... CORT COS See eceewed John Alexander | 


Retaining nothing more than the 
title and booming oil fields back- 
ground of Rex Beach’s story (which 


| National in 1924 with Milton Sills 
and Anna Q. Nillson), ‘Flowing Gold’ 


is an action meller of obvious 
pattern. Aided by the combo of | 
John Garfield, Frances Farmer and 


Pat O’Brien for marquee dressing, 
picture will get by as a standard 
programmer for the adventurous in- 
clined, 

Picture looks like it was rushed to 
catch first followup of oil industry 
dramas indicated by release of 
‘Boom Town.’ In fact, the similar 
situation of stories, displaying the 
conflict between two men for the 
love of a girl, stands out promi- 
nently. Although ‘Flowing Gold’ has 
its share of lusty and two-fisted 
action, script fails to generate high 
spots,, too frequently depending on 
obvious situations to carry it along. 

Garfield is a lammer, showing up 
in an oil town for a job while fugi- 
tive from a murder charge. Pat 
O’Brien is the head driller of the 
outfit, in love with the boss’ daugh- 
te® Frances Farmer. Garfield and 
O’Brien become pals, while the 
former takes the reverse technique 
of romance in winning the girl's 
hand. While this unfolds, there’s the 
rush of getting a well drilled before 
the lease expires, with Garfield 
driving the crew after O’Brien 
sustains a broken leg. The general 
heroics are unfolded until the well 
comes in, and Garfield returns to 
face the murder charge with the girl 
at his side. 

Garfield is 
typed role 
many times 


grooved in a stereo- 
which he has portrayed 
before, and same goes 
for O’Brien. Miss Farmer handles 
the romantic lead without inspiring 
much audience reaction, while Ravy- 
mond Walburn overacts the bluster- 
ing oil promoter. Best of support is 
Cliff Edwards, who teams with Jody 
Gilbert in some effective character 
romance on the comedy side. 
Direction by Alfred E. Green ac- 
centuates the action and meller 
portions of the script to lift it far 
above basic rating. The usual oil 
well fire is ignited for a climax, and 
does nothing more than serve the 
purpose of finishing up the picture in 
regulation manner Walt. 


DANCE, GIRL, DANCE 


(WITH SONGS) 


RKO-Radik release of Krich Pommer 

production Stars Maureen () H Liucible 
Ball Lauis Hayward features Virginia 
Field, Ralph Bellamy, Mary Carlis! Kath- 
erin Alexander Kdward Broph Walter 
Abel Hivrold Hubley Maria Ou ensk “a 
Directed by Dorothy Arzner Screenplay by 
Fess Slesinger and Frank Davis: stor by 
Vicki Baum; songs, Edward Ward, Ches- 
ter Forrest and Robert Wright: eamera, 
Russell Metty; dances, Ernst Matray: edi- 
tor, Robert Wise, Reviewed in projection 
room, N. ¥., Aug. 24, 40. Running time, 
38 MINS, 
cc, ETE COT Te eT Eee »».Maureen O'Hara | 
doo gD ee eee Louis Hayward 
NONE 265505 esse eebaskeda’s Lucille Ball 
SEO PENT OR so 0'6c0s.005%504886 Virginia Field 
Steve Adame oa ce Sene% ».- Ralph Bellamy 
Madame Basilova.......Maria Ouspenskava 
DR CieeRéwecneeseneneneerres Murv Carlisle 
Miss Olmstead........ Katherine Alexander 
Dwarfie $ .-Edward Brophy 
tb cwds tikes ehbesbacenear wean Walter Abel 
Hoboken Gent yer, ee Harold Huber 
Bailey No. 1 socccccccceccsss surnent Truex 
Bailey No, 2 . Chester Clute 
| Dolly... (phekvnneas larcaine Krueger 
| Daisy ope 06 p0% eeeerrvevees Lola Jensen 
Poets BOGE. .rcterscevecss Emma Dunn 
ta ke See Sidney Blackmer 
bo ree .. Vivian Fav 
SN tt onwede vebsnaddesvar's Ludwig Stossel 
Fitch 


Edno Verebes 


The end of backstage musicals on 
celluloid is apparently not 


was originally turned out for First | 


vet in! 


; sight. In fact, the recipe, the cook 
book and virtually all the ingredients 
|\—except comedy—were tossed into 
‘Dance, Girl, Dance.’ The novelty of 
'a burlesque show and intimations of 
a strip-tease that never really comes 
off are also included, but this is not 
' sensational enough to overcome what 
| is now virtually a public antipathy 
to this type of screen fare. Its b.o, 
| chances are fair, at best. 

Erich Pommer is the producer and 
ithere’s a definite Continental flair 
| about the picture, making itself felt 
even in Dorothy Arzner’s direction, 
| Where it is especially noticeable is 
|the stretching of the story material 
to the breaking point; also to the 
| great play on Lucille Ball, making it 
appear almost as though she is doing 
; one long solo as a predatory chorine 
who becomes a sensation in bur- 
lesque. 

Story hangs on the thread of two 
girls in a nitery troupe who are 
interested in the same rich playboy, 
Louis Hayward. One is Maureen 
O’Hara, who has ,ballet ambitions; 
the second is Miss Ball. There are 
several other femmes, notably 
Virginia Field, who is the playboy’s 
divorced wife and wins him back in 
the end; Maria Ouspenskaya, once a 
great ballerina and now directing 
‘hotcha troupes for smallitime niteries; 
| Mary Carlisle, an innocuous chorine, 
{Katherine Alexander, in a_ very 
{sympathetic role as secretary to 
Ralph Bellamy, ballet producer. 
| With the exception of Hayward, 
who overacts the very bad dialog 
given him, the cast is uniformly 
good. As result, there’s sharp con- 
' trast in the performances of Bellamy 
and Hayward, and Hayward, the 
star, gets little sympathy. There's 
also a lapse between a montage shot 
of Broadway, which, according to the 
marquees, must have been made 
very recently, and the burlesque 
theatre’s runway. Latter have been 
passe for at least five years. 

To the credit of Pommer, however, 
| is the realistic opening nitery scene, 
It's less Hollywood and more true- 
to-life than such production bits 
usually are. Later there’s a more 
lavish night club setting, but even 
this is within the bounds of realism, 

In the true sense of the word, this 
is u drama with music, rather than a 
| musical comedy. Hence there's little 





7 


on the song-and-dance production 
side notable. Only one of these 
scenes are striking, this being the 
{rehearsal of what is called the 
American Ballet. Vivian Fay, from 
|Broadway' extravaganza, is the 


ballerina in this and does a bangup 
job in front of an expertly trained 
classical troupe. Ernst Matray. dance 
director, rates a bow for this 
sequence. 

Otherwise, the dancing is an un- 
important toe number by Maureen 
O’Hara, and the fireball stuff by Miss 
Ball, first in a hula routine and later 
as the burlesque sensation. VaAnirry 
is used frequently in the montage as 
heralding the new queen of the 
burley, Pommer taking liberties with 
this paper’s Page 1 makeup, showing 
VarixtY devoting so many Page 
streamers to the boxoffice of a stripe 
per. Producer also took some liber- 
ties in the hula thigh-slapping. stripe 
ping innuendo and Miss Ball's ace 
ceptance of furs, rent and sustenance 
from certain gents, 

Picture’s almost complete lack of 


laughs is its greatest handicap. It 
unfolds more like a tragedy than 
something gay and tuneful—and the 


trend 
more 
ment 

Of the three songs, 
great possibilities. ‘Morning Star’ is 
a ballad by Edward Ward, Chester 
Forrest and Robert Wright ,who also 
turned out ‘Jitterbug Bite,’ which 
Miss Ball delivers in burlesque, as 
she also does ‘Mother, What Do I Do 
Now,’ by Forrest and Wright. She's 
on for extensive periods and is 
creditable on the hoof, in looks and 
in singing, her vivacious personality 
virtually relegating the weak story. 

There appears to be considerable 
cOjn in the plenitude of sets and 
costuming. Also in the cast, many of 


resulted in 
entertalIn- 


times has 
more b.o, for 


of the 
and 
any 


none has ' 


whom are in strictly for bits. Mme. 
Ouspenskaya is wasted in role not 
commensurate with her dramatic 
ability, as is Walter Abel as a 


magistrate. 

Dorothy Arzner’s direction appears 
slow, but this may be the fault of the 
story, which deviates from niteries to 
ballet to burlesque and into a night 


court after the Misses O'Hara and 
Ball tangle in a fight on the burley 
Stage. Camera work is mostly eX- 
cellent. Scho. 


Men Against the Sky 


Hollywood, Aug. 20. 


RKO release of Howard Benedict p 


ouce 


tion. Features Richard Dix, Kent Toy ler, 
Edmund Lowe, Wendy Barrie, Lire ted 
by Leslie Goodwins. Screenplay by Na* 
thanall West; story by John Twist; cameras 
Harry Redman; special] effects, Vernen -L,. 
Walker; editor, Desmond Marquette Pree 
| Viewed at Pantages, Aug. 19, °40, Kunning 
| time, 73 MINS, 

x eee eee ebNéeresboesri Bechara Die 
a oh Ee ee eee ° Kent Taylor 
[RMN 63.3 80645 pee seSE005S0%5 Edmund Lowe 
DNS 5a vaeehe eben tebe peanes Wendy barrie 
“nese aban ARETE TOOT COTTE Granville Hates 
TRUOME  cten ser os oaceeseeeeees Grant Withers 
DL bssGntecebeabaieseee Donald Brigk’ 
Lb. aaa ° .. Charles Quigley 
ERC, BORGORS, : 06s ccccis ees Selmar Jacksen 
ae ee eevee Lerry Belmont 


As title indicates, this is an aif 
drama—of stunt flyers, test pilots, 
and the financial maneuvers of & 
plane manufacturer designing a new 
ship for government contract. Story 


(Continued on page 20) 
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THE FRIENDLY WA 
OF DOING BUSINESS! 


To the thousands of exhibitors 





: who have cooperated voluntari- 
ly in advancing their admission 
prices for BOOM TOWN", we 


take this means of expressing 





our grateful thanks. 


Leo of AGM 
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Excess profits tax legislation, pres- | 


ently progressing threugh 


gressional committees at 


ion, is being watched closely by | 


independents 


major film companies, 


Jearn how heavy the additional tax- 
wiion load is going to be. Picture 
industry, 
fit directly from the 
armament program anyway, 
ic be socked on the same basis as 
other industrial companies, accord- 
ing to belief in the trade. 

Only ray of light in the setup for 
the film industry 


preparedness 
s going 


for fixing the new taxable scale may 
be adepted. Despite this, any new 
form of taxation is viewed in the 
trade as merely another handicap to 
profitable operations at a timt® when 
foreign income is way off and the- 
atres already have been forced to 
shoulder the new defense tax on 
iheatre tickets. | 

Current opinion cf reputable 
financial men is that the only ex- 
cuse for an excess profits tax, used | 
in place of a further increase in the | 
normal tax rate, is the feeling that - 
those who benefit directly from a 
national defense program should | 
bear an increased measure of its 
cost. This means primarily airplane | 
manufacturers, machine tool makers, 
shipbuilders, muniticns and arma- | 
ment makers, and these will be 
iaxed most severely under this setup. 

Four-Year Average or 4°%% 

However, the new excess profits 
proposal as it currently stands would 
further increase the tax load of any 
corporation showing an improve- 
ment in business as compared with 


ihe last four-year average (1936-39) 
earnings, cr 4°% on the invested cap- 


ital, whichever higher 
With picture companies 
Jarge invested capital, 
able to escape paying only a small 
amount because likely showing lit- 
ile more than 4°% on this investment. 
The only other alternative is to use 


is 
having 


some may be 


the average earnings over a four- 
year period and hope that the 1940 
profit does nct materially exceed 
this. Many major producing-dis- 
tributing companies probably will 
fall into this category. Hence, they 
would use this plan of figuring how 
much they owe under the excess 
profits arrangement. 

But for theatre operajing com- 


panies, the excess profits tax poses a 
tough problem. Numerous theatres 
likely will show better earnings this 
year than the average for 1936-39. 
And if the alternative plan is em- 
ployed, their percentage earnings in 
many instances would be far ahead 
of the 4% allowable the profit 
would be fat s of this figure 
compared with capital 
ment. Capital outlay for <¢ 
ticn is small 
profit realizable. 
Attitude of distributors as well as 
exhibitors presently is that they 
have been saddled with enough tax 
burdens via the Defense Tax on the- 
atre admission tickets. Hence, they 
may seek an exemption from the 
excess profits tax arrangement. 
Another thing the industry 


Since 
in exces 
as invest- 
tneatre 
with 


opera comparea 


does 


not like about the excess profits set- 
up as presently outlined is that it is 
retreactive to include this year. They 
are pondering how the details of the 
company tax report can be revised 
or adjusted in time to have state- 
ments ready for filing in March, 194] 
especially since the legislation has 
not even been passed 


N. Y. Mono Staff Jittery 
Over Shift of H.0. te L.A. 


Monogram, which will move all of 
its New York home office depart- 
menis, except foreign, to the Coast 
within 90 days, has given no indi- 
cation to employes yet as to who 
will be let out and who will be taken 
west on the switch. 
about their future, has most of the 
help jittery and hunting new jobs. 
About 20 employes are involved. 

It is understood the only aide who 
has been given ary assurance of 
being transferred is Lou Lifton, 
publicity and advertising head. 
Other members of his department, 
however, have been left in the 
dark. Final ratification of the 
switch, approved by the board of 
directors, will be made by the stock- 
holders at the annual meeting Oct. 
2 in New York. 


Con- | | 
Washing- 


and theatre operating companies to 


which is not gcing to bene- | 


is the recent indi- | 
cation that a more reasonable basis 


Uncertainty | 


Film Biz Worried Over Proposed US. 
Additional Excess Profit Tax Load (For information of theatre and film exchange boekers Variety presents a complete chart of feature releases ef 


all the American distributing companies for the current quarterly period. 





Pilgrimage Play’ Film 
Deal Near Ink Stage — 


ecleabail Aug. 27. 
Filming of a 16 minute version of 
Hollywood's ‘Pilgrimage Play’ 
der negotiation, with final decision 
to be made some time this week. 
\Liloyd D. Mitchell, general manager 


is un- 


| 


'of the non-profit play organization, | 


confirms this but refuses to disclose 
| the name ef the film company until 
ithe deal is signed. 

The outdoor spectacle has 
|staged annually for 17 years 


been 
in a 


| hillside amphitheatre across the can- | 


i'yon from Hollywood Bowl. It has 
never been self-supporting and has 
been maintained partly through con- 
tributions from many churches and 
creeds, Organization has turned 
down several offers to take the play 
on tour. 

Idea is to lens the religious drama 
as an 80-minute spectacle with few 
changes in the script. 


Republic, Warners Film 
Costs Soar as Brush 
Fires Cut Electricity 


Hollywood, Aug. 27. 
Two valley studios, Republic and 
Warners, suffered peace-time black- 
outs when the electric power went 








|dead and caused hundreds of extras ' 


to idle while the expenses went on. 
Republic paid thousands of dollars 
for the loss of 45 minutes of shoot- 
ing time, but Warners switched to 
an auxiliary unit and was nicked for 
only a few minutes. 

Blackouts were the result of brush 
fires the hills which interfered 
With electrical transmission. 


in 





Duals Debate 


Continued from page 12 


clared. He harked back to 
and fall of vaude in backing 
argument that dualers are unwieldy 
and over-tiring. Vaude, in its prime. 
he pointed out, was a selection of a 
handful of acts: It headed fof 
discard, he said, when managers be- 
gan pyramiding those few acts into 
12 or 15. Combination of acts, good 
and bad, he averred, detracted from 
the general effect of the whole. 








up his 


the rise 


the | 


Rev. in Var.—Reviewed in Variety 


Similarly, Hoblitzelle insisted, two 
bad pictures, or even a good and ; 
bad picture, taint the entertainment 
brew. 

With these arguments he met the | 
insistence of Mrs. Beck (the former | 
Leah Baird, silent film star) that the 
public shops for bargains, and there- 
fore wants the double bil] if it can 
get it for a single admission In 
further rebuttal, Hoblitzelle asked 
why, if this be true. it wouldn't be 
sane to insist that three or four fea- | 
tures, instead of two. would better 
suit the public taste. No one offered 


an answer. 


Mrs. Hedges opposed dualers with 


the approach that the film theatre 
is a family affair. She insisted that 
dualing has killed off the ‘family : 
dience.” Mixing of adult with juve 
entertainment satisfies no one, she 
stated, and kept many children out 
of theatres, thereby destroying € 
family link. 


Belief 


headlong into an 


Goldwyn's 


Goldwyn plunged 


indictment of double bills, chargi: 

that they are driving prospective 
ticket buyers from pictures He 
said he was prepared to supply 


powerful evidence 
and public prefer singles, citing the 
Gallup poll to bolster his claims. 
He championed the short subject as 
a substitute for the second feature. 
Chadwick charged the theatre is 
being taken away from the publfé in 


that both exhibs 


an evolution of the film industry. 
agreeing with Hoblitzelle that the 


picture house is community 
erty, but declaring current practices 


and prices have removed screen en- 


prop- | 


tertainment from reach of the 
masses, 

Carr advanced the theory that | 
second features are necessary in 


schocling beginners in the film busi- 
ness. He also cited increases in stu- 
dio empleyment as ument in 


an arf 


favor of dualers. 
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M—Melodrama; C—Comedy; CD—-Comedy-Drama; W—Western; D—Drama; KD—Komantic vebonettate MU—Musleal 
a TS ee a ———— ————————— = — ——— — —————————— — 
WEEK Rev. 
OF in TITLE AND COMPANY TYPE TALENT mR. T. 
RELEASE Var. 
6 28 40 BLONDIE BEWARE (Cel) CP. Singleten-A. Lake-L. Sims 
é é 7/10 RETURN OF WILD BILL (Col) w B. Elliott-I, Meredith-L. Walters €0 
7/10 ONE MAN’S LAW (Rep) w D. Barry-J. Wald0-G, Cleveland 57 
6/19 NEW MOON (M-G) MU J. MacDonald-N. Eddy-M. Boland 165 
7/3 QUEEN OF THE MOB (Par) M R. Bellamy-W. Henry-J. Cagney 66 
6/19 ANNE OF WINDY POPLARS (RKO) D A. Shirley-J. Ellison-P,. Knowles &5 
5,29. LUCKY CISCO KID (26th) RD C. Remero-M. B. Hughes-E. Venable 67 
7 5 40 7/10 OUT WEST WITH PEPPERS (Col) Cc E. Fellowes- D. Peterson 63 
atts 7/3 ANDY HARDY MEETS DEBUTANTE (M-G) C M. Rooney-L. Stone-J. Garland &7 
GOLDEN TRAIL (Mono) Ww T. Ritter-I, Guest 52 
5.29 WAY OF ALL FLESH (Par) D A. Tamiroff-G. George-W. Henry  &2 
6,26 DR. CHRISTIAN MEETS WOMEN (RKO) CD J. Hersholt-E. Kennedy-D, Lovett = 65 
7/3 SAILOR’S LADY (26¢th) cD N. Kelly-J. Hall-J. Davis 67 
612 PRIVATE AFFAIRS (U) cD H. Herbert-N, Kelly-R. Young 75 
7/3 MAN WHO TALKED TOO MUCH (WB) D G. Brent-V. Bruce- B. Marshall 76 
7/12 40 | 7 10 SPORTING “BL oop (M- G) D s Stone- R. Young- Ww. _Gargan $1 
. , 7/10 STAGE COACH WAR (Par) w W. Boyd-R, Hayden-B. Wood 61 
7/10 SCATTERBRAIN (Rep) Cc J. Canova-A. Mewbray-R. Donnelly 706 
6.5 MANHATTAN HEARTBEAT (26th) cD R. Sterling-V. Gilmore-J, Davis 71 
BLACK DIAMONDS (U) M R. Arlen-A. Devine 60 
626 MY LOVE CAME BACK (WB) _RD O. de Haviland- E. Albert- J. Wyman $1 
7 19 40 87 MILITARY ACADEMY (Col) DT. Kelly-B, Jordan 66 
HAUNTED HOUSE (Mone) M M, M. Jones-J, Moran 
j 7/17 WE WHO ARE YOUNG (M-G) cD L. Turner-J. Shelton-G. Lockhart 78 
7/17 CAROLINA MOON (Rep) Ww G, Autry-S. Burnette-J. Storey 65 
} 626 CROSS COUNTRY ROMANCE (RKO) RD G. Raymond-W. Barrie 6 
| 73 MARYLAND (20th) RD W. Brennan-F, Bainter-B. Joyce 96 
717 SOUTH OF PAGO PAGO (UA) D V. MecLaglen-F. Farmer-Jon Hall 106 
$14 SON OF ROARING DAN (U) w J.M. trown-F. Knight-B, Baker 60 
LADIES MUST LIVE (WB) Cc Ww. Morris-R. Lane 
7 26 40 | 8/7 BLONDIE HAS SERVANT (Col) Cc Pp. Singleton-A. Lake 66 
8/21 BOYS OF THE CITY (Mono) M East Side Kids 63 
7/31 GOLD RUSH MAISIE (M-G) Cc A, Sothern-L. Bowman-V. Weidler 8&2 
6/26 UNTAMED (Par) kD R. Millarntd-P. Morison-A. Tamiroff &2 
8/21 STAGE TO CHINO (RKO) w G. O’Brien-V. Vale 51 
| 7/17 MILLIONAIRES IN PRISON (RKO) M L. Tracy-L. Hayes-V. Vale 63 
| 7/17 YOU'RE NOT SO TOUGR H (U) M Dead End Kids—N. Grey 71 
8 2 40 | 8/7 LADY IN QUESTION | (Col) Cc iB. Aherne- R. ‘Hayworth- G. Ford 78 
hea i 7/10 PRIDE AND PREJUDICE (M-G) RD G. Garson-L. Olivier-M. Boland 117 
j 8/28 GOLDEN GLOVES (Par) M R. Denning-J. Cagney-R. Paige 69 
i 8/7 THE SEA RAIDER (Par) D H. Wileoxon-C,. Landis-O, Stevens 76 
| QUEEN OF DESTINY (RKO) RD A. Neagle-A. Walbrook 
| 7/17 THE MAN I MARRIED (2¢th) RD J. Bennett-F, Lederer 76 
RANGER AND THE LADY (Rep) w RK. Rogers-G. Hayes-J. Wells 
| §8/14 SOUTH TO KARANGA (U) RD C. Bickford-J. Craig-L. Desti 59 
8 9/40 8/14 THE SECRET SEVEN (Co)) M B. Bennett-F, Bright €2 
a 8 7 I LOVE YOU AGAIN (M-G) CD W. Powell-M, Loy-F. McHugh 
8/7 DOOMED TO DIE (Mono) M B. Karloff-M., Reynolds 47 
' CHAMBER OF HORRORS (Mone) M L. Banks-L. Palmer-G,. Malo 
| 8/21 ONE CROWDED NIGHT (RKO) M B. Seward-D. Costello-W. Haade 67 
| GIRL FROM AVENUE A (26th) CD J. Withers-K. Taylor-K, Aldridge 71 
7/10 STREET OF MEMORIES (26th) RD J. MeGuire-L. Roberts 71 
8/7 CAPTAIN CAUTION (UA) D V. Mature-L. Platt-B. Cabot #4 
7/17 BOYS FROM SYRACUSE (U) MU A. Jones-M. Raye-J. Penner 72 
8/7 SING, DANCE, PLENTY HOT (Rep) MU R. Terry-J. Downs-B. Allen 72 
| 8/28 RIVER’S END (WB) M iD. ~Morgan-E. Earl-V. Jory 68 
8/16 40 ; 8/28 THE DURANGO KID (Col) WC. Starrett-L. Walters 4 
: | 8/21 GOLDEN FLEECING (M-G) CD L. Ayres-R, Johnson-V. Grey 
8/21 LAUGHING AT DANGER (Mono) M F. Darro-J. Hodges-G. Huston 61 
| 8/14 COMIN’ ROUND THE MOUNTAIN (Par) Cc B. Burns-U. Merkel-P. Barrett €2 
STRANGER ON THIRD FLOOR (RKO) D P. Lorre-J. McGuire-M. Tallichet 
| 7/24 RAMPARTS WE WATCH (RKO) D March of Time production &5 
8/14 RETURN OF FRANK JAMES (20th) D H. Fonda-A,. Leeds-J, Cooper 2 
| 8/28 FOREIGN CORRESPONDENT (UA) RD J. McCréa-L. Day-H. Marshall 119 
} 6/12 ALL THIS, HEAVEN TOO (WB) dD B. Davis-C. Boyer-B. O’Neill 140 
& (23 40 | 8/14 HE STAYED FOR BREAKFAST (Col) cD M. Douglas-L. Young-U. O’Connor &€ 
MISSING PEOPLE (Meno) D W. Fyffe-L. Harding-K. Walsh 
| ARIZONA FRONTIER (Mono) WV T. Kitter-S. Andrews-E. Finley 
RANGE BUSTERS (Mono) w R. Corrigan-J, King-L. Walters 
7/24 THE GREAT McGINTY (Par) Cc B. Danlevy-M. Angelus-A. Tamiroff #1 
8/21 LUCKY PARTNERS (RKO) Cc G. Rogers-R. Colman-F. Wray #8 
{ 8/14 PIER 13 (20th) D L. Bari-L. Nolan-J. Valerie 67 
7/24 THE SEA HAWK (WB) DE. Flynn-B. Marshall-C. Rains 127 
8 (30/40 PEPPERS IN TROUBLE (Col) Cc E. Fellows-D. Peterson-R. Sinclair 
: | QUEEN OF THE YUKON (Mone) D C. Bickford-I. Rich 
8/7 BOOM TOWN (M-G) D C. Gable-S. Tracy-C. Colbert 117 
7/17 YOUNG PEOPLE (20th) CD S. Temple-J. Oakie-C, Greenwoed ry 
8/21 RYHTHM ON THE RIVER (Par) Cc B. Crosby-M, Martin-B. Rathbone $2 
8/28 DANCE GIRL, DANCE (RKO) D M. O’Hara-L. Hayward-L. Ball k# 
8/7 THEY DRIVE BY NIGHT (WB) M G. Raft-A. Sheridan-H. Bogart $3 
OKLAHOMA RENEGADES (Rep) w R. Livingston-R. Hatton-D. Renaldo 
#/28 KIT CARSON (UA) WssiL. Bari-J. Hall #5 
9 6 40 LIFE WITH HENRY (Par) Cc J. Cooper-L. Ernst-E. Bracken 
CHAN AT WAX MUSEUM (26th) M S. Toler-S. Yung-J. Valerie 
8/7 FUGITIVE FROM PRISON CAMP (Col) M J. Holt-M, Marsh BE 
DR. KILDARE GOES HOME (M-G) RD L. Avres-L. Barrymore-L. Day 
UP IN AIR (Mono) M F. Darro-M. Moreland 
WHO IS GUILTY? (Meno) M B. Lyon-B. Blair 
ARGENTINE NIGHTS (WU) Mt Ritz Bros.-Andrews Sisters 
& 2 RIDE, TENDERFOOT, RIDE (Rep) Ww G. Autry-S. Burnette-J .Storve 66 
8/2 MEN AGAINST THE SKY (RKO) RD R. Dix-K. Taylor-W. Barrie 73 
CALLING ALL HUSBANDS (WB) Cc G. Tobias-L, Fairbanks-E. Truex 
9/13 40 HOWARDS OF VIRGINIA (Cel) D C. Grant-M. Scott 
WYOMING (M-G) Ww W. Beery-L. Carrillo-A. Rutherford 
THE APE (Mono) M Boris Karloff 
I WANT A DIVORCE (Par) D J. Blondell-D. Powell-G. Dickson 
GIRL FROM HAVANA (Rep) RD OD. O’Keefe-C. Carleton-V. Jory 
COLORADO (Rep) Ww R. Rogers-G. Hayes-P. Moore 
DREAMING OUT LOUD (RKO) Cc Lum and Abner-F. Langford 
£26 PUBLIC DEB.Ne. 1 (20th) C G. Murphy-B. Joyce-E. Maxwell 7e 
HIRED WIFE (Uv) CDK. Russell-B. Aherne-R. Benchley 
! NO TIME FOR COMEDY (WB) 6 J. Stewart-R. Russell- Cc. Ruggles 
9/20 40 , WIZARD OF DEATH (Col) MB. Karloff-E. Keyes 
: STRIKE UP THE BAND (M-G) MU M. Rooney-J. Garland-J. Preisser 
THAT GANG OF MINE (Mone) M B. Jordan-L. Gorcey 
| PM STILL ALIVE (RKO) KD K. Taylor-L. Hayes-R. Morgan 
YESTERDAY'S HEROES (26th) CD KR. Sterling-J. Rogers-R. Gleason 
MUMMY’'S HAND (U) M D. Foran-P, Moran-W. Ford 65 
RAGTIME COWBOY JOE (Uv) W  J.M.Brown-N. O’Day-F. Knight 
THE WESTERNER (UA) WG. Cooper-W. Brennan-D. Davenpert 
CITY FOR CONQUEST (WB) Dm J. Cagney-A. Sheridan- F. Craven 
9 27 40 ANGLES OVER BROADWAY (Cel) D DD. Fairbanks, Jr. -R. Hayworth 
: £7 HAUNTED HONEYMOON (M-G) D K. Montgomery-C. Cummings #2 
RANGERS OF FORTUNE (Par) D ¥. MacMurray-P. Morison-A. Dekker 
TRIPLE JUSTICE (RKO) WG. O'Brien-YV. Vale 
KNEW WHAT THEY WANTED (RKO) €  C. Laughten-C. Lombard-W. Gargan 
6/28 BRIGHAM YOUNG (26th) KD TT. Power-L, Darnell-D. Jagger 112 
THIEF OF BAGDADIUA) DP  C. Veidt-Sabu-J. Duprez 
SPRING PARADE (t) Mt }). Durbin-R. Cummings-M. Auer 
EAST OF THE RIVER (WR) M J. Garfield-B. Marshall-M. Rambeaw 























Wednesday, August 28, 1940 






























= 


on 


yp I oa TT a 





Th MP et gm opts, 


a7 


Pe NOT A Meh 

















eRe ETT 


OE ew, 


 ——— 













































Pas al duit 


sie 





— ee 


RAGE M nt 






; = la : pee Bay. 
wees a ate eee ee Dok 









: GENEVIEVE TOBIN - CHARLIE RUGGLES 


Directed by WILLIAM KEIGHLEY 
Bereen Play by Julus J and PhilipG Epstein « Produced by Katharine Cornell 


sad che Playwrights’ Company © Prom the Stage Play by 3. N. BEHRMAN 
A WARNER BROS..-Fiest National Pict 
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Men Against the Sky 














mixes these factors to provide a} 
good action picture of program 
classification which can hold its own 


| 


| son, 


| something of an achievement. Rich- 
| ard Denning is upstanding and direct 
| as the Hero Socker, which is as much 
‘as could be expected. J. Carrol Naish 
| adds a spiggoty accent to his usual 
teeth-clenching villain portrayal, 
Robert Paige manages to seem be- 
lievable as the sportswriter, William 
| Frawley strolls easily through the 
| part of a real-guy department store 
| owner, and Edward S. Brophy gives 
| his customary impression as the not- 
quite-bright gangster’s henchman. 
Hobe. 


evtews 


rom page 16 


RIVER’S END" 


Warner Bros, production and 
Features Dennis Morgan, George 
Elizabeth Earl, Victor Jory, James 
Directed by Ray Enrig't 
Oliver Curwood; 
Bertram 








release. 
Tobias, 
Stephen- 
Based on 
adapta- 
Milhau- 


novel by James 
tion, Barry Trivers and 
ser: editor, Clarence Kolster; photography, 


| 
as supporter in the key duals. | Arthur, 1. .Fodd. At Globe. RS ¥-. wae ae 
. : . Aug. ® , single. Lin : 

Despite the necessary inclusion of | yINs. THE DURANGO KID 
familiar ingredients that go into air | John Keith ]............. Dennis Morgan | 
yarns events are unfolded in a be By sy ice bias | (WITH SONGS) 

lausible manner, with sufficient | Linda Conniston....... a Elizabeth Earl Columbia production and release. Stars 
ight touches of comedy inserted to | Norman Talbot.. _Victor Jory | Charles Starrett; features Luana Walters, 


relieve the dramatic tension. Ju- | 
dicious cutting keeps the air shots at | 
a minimum, and although there are | 
some thrilling moments provided by | 
plane-stunting, everything is kept 
within required footage. 

Story concerns Richard Dix, a} 
former air celeb who winds up as a 
periodic drunk stunt flyer on the | 
county fair circuit. His sister, | 
Wendy Barrie, joins the drafting | 
staff in the plane factory of Edmund | 
Lowe, a breezy promoter who side- 
steps financial disaster to turn out a | 
high speed ship. Dix secretly advises | 
the girl on new ideas in plane de- | 
sign, with finial result that the plane 
passes government tests for a big 
contract. Interw®ven is a slight ro- | 
miance between Miss Barrie and | 
Kent Taylor. 

Leslie Goodwins provides a smooth 
and speedy runway for the picture in | 
his direction, keeping the dramatics | 
within bounds and accenting on the | 
comedy lines when required. Dix 
provides his usual competent per- 
formance as the former flying ace, 
and Edmund Lowe is neatly spotted 
eas the slick plane manufacturer. 
Kent Taylor catches attention as the 
head designer who carries through 
the girl’s idea and finally wins her 
at the finish. Miss Barrie is compe- 
tent in the femme lead, while 
balance of the cast includes the late 
Granville Bates, Grant Withers, 
Donald Briggs and Charles Quigley. 
Air photography and special effects 
add much to the production values 
of the picture. Walt. 

| 


PUBLIC DEB. NO. 1 | 


Hollywood, Aug. 23. | 


20th Century-Fox release of Gene Markey 
productien. Features George Murphy, | 
Brenda Joyce, Elsa Maxwell. Directed by 
Gregory Ratoff. Screenplay by Karl Tun- | 
berg and Darrell Ware; story by Karl Tun- 
berg and Don Ettlinger; camera, Ernest | 
Palmer: editor, Robert Simpson. 





Previewed | 


at Westwood Village, Aug. 22, 1940. Run- | 
ning time, 79 MINS, | 
Alan Blake. ..cveccccccccces George Murphy | 
Penny CoOper.ccccescccecccese Brenda Joyce | 
eI NWO 6c bce cereus tcebeceeeces Herself | 
Serer ree ere Mischa Auer 
Pa kncdbedkeeeenecened Charlie Ruggles 
Birece Weisebide. .cccccovcase Ralph Bellamy 
DU cideeeteeeveeenabeebs Maxie Rosenbloom 


Magistrate 
Bartender 


Berton Churchill 
Franklin Pangborn 


Sly in vecnceBoecoes Hobart Cavanaugh 
PEMD TUMOR. ccc veccnvcoees Lloyd Corrigan 
|, a rrr {van Lebedeft 
BUR 6 ctcossvoeceveseoesgenses Charles “udels 
COmMMURISt . oc ccseciccvoscs Elisha Coon, Jr. 
DNCG oa 6.cdt eta eenaseane Selmer Jackson 
a rrr ree Luis Alberni 
DE DMR ss tneceesecaeues Hal K. Dawson 
INS 5 as scecnasecedebecni Charles Wilson 
RIOR oss cee seated { Dick Rich 
UWilliam Pawley 
BEEN: cintotakehweteetach aut Marv Gordon 
PP ee ae Addison Richards 


{Paul Stanton : +8 Tm Pe ie As in most westerns, plenty of 
Directors. ..@....+sssereree. {Joseph Crehan | Mary Parker-sssccccccce Riencan Cueney | shooting figures, but the aim is bad. 
EL, wen dansuidcendnes ion Dunn | Joe Taggerty...........-.-3. Carrol Naish | Some handy work with the fists is 
_ LR reais, John Dilson | = aay ec ma paste cenes ET sat pho. |thrown in to appease the ringside 
Car Payment Man.......ccese. Chester Clute Dotan” Brill... ats ie zn _. Edw org cane fans. The horses all work pretty 
Dutchman. ........sseseseeeee. Herman Bing | pete Wells.......... ..Rebert Ryan | hard, running their legs off all the | 

~—_— | Joey Parker eves este eens George Ernest | time. They. should have a union! 

This is a decidedly synthetic and bob hy aia Sdhdeapt Rey | ‘Khe Pioneers, cowboy singers, take 
Inconsequential tale of a glamor girl }Sammy Sachs......ccccscseses Sidney Miller time out to sing three numbers of 

es Ds 5 cad eed ecsneuaeee .Alee Craig 


who gets tangled in the Communist 


cause; embarks on a romance with a | 


poor youth of capitalistic leanings, 
and finally discards her Red inclina- 
tions to fall into the boy’s arms. 
Elsa Maxwell is introduced as an ex- 
cuse to stage one of her famous par- 
ties, but neither the widely publi- 


|viously, but it has one strong re- 


‘dual role, that of the innocent man 


|trionic prowess. 


James Siephensen Francis Walker, For- 


Directed by 


Inspector McDowe! Kenneth MacDonald, 
Cheets...... seaeneer4 

Frank Crandall........-- . 
Constable Jeffers 
Constable Kentish....... 


Steffi Duna 
Edward Pawley 
John Ridgely 
Frank Wilcox 


rest Taylor, The Pioneers. 
| Lambert Hillyer Story and adaptation, 
| Paul Franklin; editor, Robert Fantl; songs, 
| Reb Nolan and Tim Spencer; photography, 
|John Stumar. At Central, N. Y., dual, 
week Aug. 21, °40. Running time, 61 MINS. 
| Bil Lewry Charles Starrett 
| Nancy Winslow............- Luana Walters 
| Mace Ballard.......... Kenneth MacDonald 
POPP CUTUL  TCLTU LITT Francis Walker 
|} Ben Winslew Forrest Taylor 
| Marshal Trayboe.. ..eee-Melvin Lang 
|} Bob.... Bob Nolan 
Pat.. Pat Brady 
| Sam Lowry .... Frank LaRue 





According to the record it was 
about time ‘River’s End’ was made 
again: that is, if 10 years between 
each time is the way to do it. The 
old James Oliver Curwood story of 
the Canadian woods country and 
mounties was made by First National 
in 1920 and again by Warners in 
1931. The creaky old adventure 











story, in its third version, is still a 


‘ i s "ti nmasks | 
tiresome story, plotted out very ob- Masked in mystery ‘til he unma 


his father’s killers! The terror of 
/cattle thieves, the idol of thrill lov- | 
ers.’ 
bia’s ace of the open acres, in the | 
manner in which the press book pro- | 


deeming feature. That is the per- 
formance of George Tobias. 


Playing a French Canadian whose 
source of livelihood is never ex- 
plained, Tobias not only turns in aj" 
fine characterization but loads the | claims him 
picture with plenty of good comedy. | 
His French accent never souads | 
phony and in addition to the laughs 
drawn through the gal who hounds 
Tobias into marrying her, powerful 
comedy is evoked by the barroom 
scene in which he deliberately tries 
to pick a fight and has trouble in- 
sulting his quarry. Latter is a 
suspect in the murder for which 
Tobias’ friend, now posing as a 
mountie, has been convicted. 

Dennis Morgan, who seems to be 
on the wav to bigger things, plays a 


The tall, two-fisted, gun-fanning hero | 
of the hell country that was the 
west is here again in what amounts 


to a familiarly-tailored but meritori- | 
ous six-shooter drama. 


Starrett is without doubt some- 
thing of an idol, as the press sheet | 
says, even if he doesn’t rate with | 
Boyer or Gable on the romantics. | 
He has switched from Iris Meredith, | 
with him in a flock of westerns, to | 
an ingratiating personality billed as | 
Luana Walters. She is easier on the} 
| binoculars than on histrionic ability. | 
Somewhat disturbing is her complete 
calm and lack of. concern when she 
| stands still in a small room watching 
two men try to kill each other with 
| guns as well as fists. 





convicted of murder and the mountie 
who goes out to get him. The | 
mountie dies and Morgan, looking 
like his half-brother, changes places 
with him and through a series of 


| 
| 


That’s Charles Starrett, Colum: | 


in ‘The Durango Kid.’ | 


She hardly bats | 


Inside Stufl—Pictures 


Unique situation exists on sale of screen rights to ‘Tobacco Road,’ with 
20th-Fox progressing rapidly on production plans while Jack Kirkland 
and Harry Oshrin maintain they have signed nothing transferring the 
rights to the company. Kirkland and Oshrin, producers of the legit ver. 
sion, admit they made a deal, but declare they have never received the 
papers from 20th, although they were due three weeks ago. ® 

Whether this is all mere legalistic double-talk or whether a hitch may 
have developed is impossible to determine, although the former is thought 
likely. Kirkland and Oshrin refuse to say anything other than: ‘We have 
signed nothing.’ 

Meantime, ‘Road’ will continue to run on Broadway indefinitely. Ads 
read ‘Last Weeks,’ and when biz drops off below profit point, show will be 
closed, 





. 





Eastern drama editors have learned from long experience that they have 
to keep a hawkeye out for the Hollywood columns whenever anything 
about legit or stage people is mentioned. Boys and girls east of Mississippi 
have discovered that Coast chatterers, with very few exceptions, know 
little about what's going on outside of their own bailiwick and that its 
necessary to read their copy extra elosely. One w.k. film columnist last 
week had Ramon Novarro set on Broadway for this season in a ‘new show’ 
by Cole Porter called “You Never Know’. That was the Lupe Velez- 
Clifton Webb-Libby Holman musica] of two seasons ago. 

Amusement page copy readers have found a well-known femme chat- 
terer particularly uninformed about the theatre; she’s constantly getting 
the wrong names in the wrong shows and knows little of legit folks’ back- 
ground except that which is centered in Hcllywoof. 





One of those coincidences in real. life may see both Howard J. Green and 
Milton Hocky, partnered years ago as vaudeville authors and producers, 
each with an individual play of his own on Broadway coincidentally, 
Green’s play is more advanced, titled ‘Beverly Hills,’ which Otto L. Prem- 
inger will stage and produce. Lynn Starling, like Green a repatriated 
scenarist, co-authored. It’s a Hollywood version of “The Women,’ and Ilka 
Chase, Ruth Gordon, Dennie Moore and Dorothy Half are being talked to 
by Preminger. Hocky, last wjth Paramount shorts department in N. Y,, 
wrote his play solo. 

Incidentally, Hocky & Green's early vaude star was a kid named Milton 
Berle. Latter just got a 20th-Fox contract and fiew in from the Coast over 
the weekend before returning to Hollywood to start his first on that lot, 
probably “The Great American Broadcast.’ 





Coincidence in the naming recently of Buddy Schulberg as a ‘Communist’ 
is that his father, B. P. Schulberg, has just completed a film satirically 
tearing the breeches off the Commies. Picture is ‘He Stayed for Breakfast,’ 
which Columbia is releasing this week. It marks Schulberg’s return as a 
producer after a layoff of several years. 

‘Breakfast,’ treated in the manner of ‘Ninotchka,’ casts Melvyn Douglas 
as Paris organizer for the party. After shooting at a banker he takes 
refuge from the police in the home of the man’s estranged wife. Capitalis- 
tic comforts overcome his revolutionary enthusiasm, whereupon he ditches 


| his radicalism to elope to America with the femme. 


circumstances that are a little hard an eyelash. let alone emit a faint 

to believe, succeeds in clearing him- | scream. It’s disturbing and almost | 

self. diverts the attention from the terrific | 
Romantic interest is suitably | man-battle that is in progress. 


spotted into the story, with Eliza- | 
beth Earl opposite Morgan on that 
assignment. She’s a very charming 
young actress but her role doesn’t 
bring out the true stature of her his- 
Victor Jory does 
the heavy, while James Stephenson 
plays a police inspector. 
are minor. 

Exteriors are good; most of the | Hood of the nesters. 


film carries a brownish sepia tint | Unknown to the audience but 
strongly suspected before it is made 


Miss Walters is the daughter of a 
homesteader, who along with others 
are the victims of everything this 
side of being burned at the stake at 
the hands of a band of baddies 
| headed by a 
'Coming home at the behest of his 
The rest | father, as most sons seem to do in 


rather than being sharp black-and- | 
| white, Char. 


| GOLDEN GLOVES 


| 





| the famed Durango Kid, a holdup 
| boy from Texas. While carrying out 
ja bit of larceny against Kenneth 


* ramount production and release. 


tuves Richrd Denning, Jean Cagney, Robert | he is also posing as the son of the 


| just too-too obvious, Starrett is also | 


cattleman-rustler. | 


westerns, Starrett becomes the Robin | 


| boy Lutrell, a wrestler. 


Fea- | MacDonald, the homesteaders’ hate, | 


| Paige, J. Carrol Naish, William rig et respectable rancher who was shot | 
| Robert Ryan. Directed by Edward my -|down by MacDonald’s men in what | 
|ryk. Screenplay, Maxzyell Shane and Lewis Y 3 | 
|R. Foster, from story by Maxwell Shane; | seemed to be pretty chilly blood. He 


Har- 
Run- 


|eamera, Henry Sharp: editor, Doane 
|rison. At Rialto, N. Y., Aug. 20, °40. 
ning time, 66 MINS, 


gets his revenge and they all forget 


| the range written by Bob Nolan, one 

|of their group, and Tim Spencer. 

They are eased in conveniently. 
Char. 





In an obvious stab at drawing the 
countless participants and spectators | 
of Golden Glove tournaments in 
New York and Chicago, Paramount 
has chucked together a bustling lit- 


Plenty to Distract ’Em 


|tle programmer on the _ subject, 
which it has guilelessly tabbed | 
|‘Golden Gloves.” A _ transparently- 


|contrived opus, its sole claim for at- 


cized hostess nor her sponsored affair | tention is that it offers her first size- 








add anything more than footage. 
Picture is a minor league offering 


that will have to be content with 
— half spotting in the secondary 
duals. 
gendered when the scripters take 
cracks at the Commies, there is little 
entertainment. Direction by Gregory 
Ratoff is strained and sluggish, but 
he probably was aware of the story 
deficiencies when he took the assign- 
ment. 

Brenda Joyce is the heiress who 
continually hits the news pages with 
her glamor adventures. Arrested 
with a gang of Reds, she’s released 
by the judge, but is widely publicized 
for the incident and her advocacy of 
Communism. Family’s soup product 
is boycotted and, after meeting 
George Murphy, hire’s him 
pseudo-romancer for her protection 
and install8 him as a v.p. in the firm. 
After much unwinding, picture 
reaches final conclusion when she 
dumps the Reds and elopes with 
Murphy. 


Cast is burdened by the inadequate 
material provided, Murphy making 
his part the most plausible in the 
piece. Elsa Maxwell appears to be 
self-conscious in her several appear- 
ances, while Miss Joyce finds the 
script too soddy a omg Best bit 
is provided by Franklin Pangborn as 
a bartender who slips a mickey to 
Miss Joyce. Walt. 


ore 


Aside from a few laughs en- | 


as | 


From Milwaukee B. 0. 





able part to Jean Cagney, kid sister 


of James Cagney. She's a pert, at-/} Milwaukee, Aug. 27. 
tractive youngster, but could scarcely One of the things that’s wrong 


be expected to lift such a picture out 

of the also-ran dualler class. 
About the story. Well. it seems 

zealous and _ incorruptible 


with show business in Milwaukee, so 
far as the theatres are concerned, 
was brought vividly to the attention 
f exhibs 


a 
sports- | 


writer orgafiizes a simon-pure boys’ |? in the Saturday (24) edi- 
boxing tournament to compete with |tions of the Milwaukee Sentinel. 
| the racket ‘amateur’ bouts controlled | Advertising for 38 cafes and nite 
by a broken-English gangster. In a:clubs, 25 of them with attractions 


plot to sabotage his rival, the hood- 
lum bribes a pro scrapper to pose a: 
an amateur and enter the on-the- 


ranging from novelty acts, amateur 
shows and dance bands to floor 





spent a month filming activities 


: : : a shows with as many as 10 acts, filled 
level tourney, figuring he'll win and |* nAitin wikdak tok Sik niin bh 
| that the resulting expose will wreck |@" €D*1T€ Page of the newspaper ‘no 
|the opposition. However, the Hero | Special edition but a weekly prac- 
Biffer is spurred to victory by Our | tice). 

| Heroine’s between-rounds promise to| In contrast to this spread of nitery 
| Forgive All and become the little entertainment, there were only two 
missus. ; |'ecolumns of theatre advertising, with 
| This tawdry little yarn isn’t helped 39 pouses listed 

| by some of the most hackneyed dia- es _— 

|log of the season, nor by the cana Most of the nite spots have no 
‘ists’ insistence of repeating situa- cover or admission charge and beer 
‘tions. All the fights have a studio-_ is only 5c at either bar or tablés. 

| rehearsal look, and some of the sub- | 

plots must have been written with | 

stencils. 

are at least equal to the script. - 

With such a story and such lines Hollywood, Aug. 27. 
‘to speak, young Miss Cagney can} Richard Rosson, second unit di- 
|hardly be blamed for appearing! rector on Metro’s ‘Flight Command,’ 
/pretty stilted and camera-conscious. | 
| Even * sang oe ae a ihe 
‘ments that permit forthright acting, ’ 

,and then she is sincere and attrac- | of the U. S. Fleet's planes. 
| tive. Under the circumstances that’s: 


ie ke ee 


|; about the Durango Kid’s bad habits. | 


| has returned from Honolulu, where | 


Robert Taylor stars in the feature. } 


What is claimed by the Tobis Cinema, Berlin producing outfit, to be a 
special airplane news service sent to 10 ‘selected’ names in the United 
States emerges as an indication of Nazi film propaganda. Written in a 
careful] Angiican style by a ‘Constance Drexel,’ the service tells of forth- 
coming German-language films being produced by Tobis. 

The tipoff is in the subject of one of the films, ‘Bismarck,’ which deals 
with the 19th century Prussian dictator and his aim to secure a ‘united 
Germany’ in mifch the same way employed presently. 

Current Rialto, N. Y., bill includes a short of the ‘grudge’ bout in the 
south a month or so ago between Jack Dempsey and a bozo billed as Cow- 
For those who recall Dempsey as the devastating 
slugger of the fabulous 1920s, the paunchy, ponderous, puffing Dempsey 
of this film is a pathetic hulk. Anything but the fast-and-furious fight de- 
scribed in the sound track; it’s sime!» a gory brawl. Times Square toughies 
in the audience either laughed cyrically or fel! into embarrassed silence. 

Chapter in ‘Willkie and American Unity,’ new book edited and pub- 
lished by Joe Mitchell Chapple, was written by Rutgers Neilsen, RKO 
publicity chief. It's tagged ‘Willkie’s Picture Debut’ and details the presi- 
dential candidate’s appearance in ‘Information, Please’ shdrt. RKO dis- 
tributes the ‘Info Please’ series. 

James Gleason has been named chairman of a group of screen Actors 
Guild (Coast) members who will enroll in a Candidate School for officers 
and non-commissioned officers in erder to qualify for home defense force. 





think that is the right price for my 
public, maybe I should let ’em in 
for a quarter for a lot of pictures 
instead,’ this exhib adds. 


Fear B. O. Tilts 
| Continued from page 5 


ally trying to wring more money out 
of this country to make up for 
ne 
about studio overhead and high sal- | 
aries of talent, executives, etc. This 
wing among the exhibiting folk 





Pitt Upping Prices 
For ‘Boom’-‘Hawk’ 


Pittsburgh, Aug. 27. 
Both Stanley and Penn, town’s two 








takes issue with what they feel is an 


ace pix houses, have announced in 


{the angle that his public would re- 
isent increasing scales just because a 


Direction and production} METRO GETS FLEET FOOTAGE (£°0d film was booked since John Q. 


effort on the part of the distribs to | advertisements that admissions will 


make the theatres carry the burden. | be ‘raised slightly’ for ‘Sea Hawk’ 

Fearful and ‘Boom Town’ when they play 
Exhibitors who are against step- | those respective houses. Current top 
ping prices up for bigger pictures, as is four bits, but just how much the 


t] come along, also look at it f 


ney from | scale would be upped the copy didn’t 
a different point of view and are say It'll mark the first time in the 
less resentful than fearful of any history of either spot that regular 
plan to make the public pay more fixed prices have been increased for 


worthier film. 

A point taken by one exhib is that 
theatre goes above its regular 
ion only now and then, when 
something special comes along, the 
public.«amay regard this as a tipoff as 
to the value of the pictures played 
and come only when the b.o. scale 


for 
for a picture. 


Originally ‘Sea Hawk’ as booked at 
Stanley and ‘Boom Town’ at Penn for 
Labor Day week, but with both 
houses under same managerial con- 
trol through long-time WB-Lcew 
pooling agreement, it was decided to 
stagger the two specials, particularly 


if 


aamis 


a 


is upped. In other words, as ex- after the stiffer scale was agreed 

pressed, the assumption would be upon. As a result, ‘Sea Hawk’ goes 

that when the theatre is at its rezu- | into Stanley Thursday (29) and 

j}lar minimum or what amounts to|‘Boom Town will wait until Sept. § 

its present standard scale, the pic- | to open, Penn sending in Pars 

tures must be mediocre. \‘Rhythm on the River’ against 
On the exhibitor side, there is also | ‘Hawk.’ 





BUT THE FIRE DIDN'T 
had sat through a lot of films at ) Lynchburg, Aug. 27. 
regular scale that weren't even| One hundred persons dived for 
worth that. ‘Why should he have/|exits of the Hillsville (Va.) theatre 
to pay more when something worth| when film jammed in projector and 
seeing came along after he has bcen; caught fire. Nobody was hurt, but 
a sucker for a string of bad ones?’, | projection equipment burned beyond 
one exhib opines. | repair. 

‘If the regular price 1’ Film was ‘Light That Failed.’ 


| 


is 40c and 
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Flock of Theatres Reopening: 
Exchange Personnel Briefies or env». scum 


Kansas City, Aug. 27. 
Orpheula has reopened after 
eing closed since early in June. 
yuse was opened briefly June 26 
or a readshowing of ‘All This, and 
{eaven Too.” Lawrence Lehman 

returns as manager following an ill- 
ess which kept him from the thea- 
ra last spring. Bob Haley handled 

it while Lehman was under physi- 

eian’s care. John Thorpe is assistant 
to Lehman. 

House is 1,500-seater, owned and 
operated by RKO, under Tom Gor- 
man, divisional manager in Chicago. 
Opening brings te six number of 
first-run situations in town. ‘Ram- 
parts We Watch’ first screen chore. 

Variety club held its annual golf 


picnic outing at the Ivanhoe, 
Some | 


nd 
elt Club Monday (26). 
100 film rowites turned out. 

Jay Means, barker, had committee 
in charge with Charles Gregory as 
eneral chairman, Bob Withers hand- 
ing golf, Dick Biechele on turtle 
races, Beverly Miller the Forty- 
niner, Jerry Zigmond for entertain- 
ment and publicity, and Sam Abend 
the picnic provisions, 

Harry Wheeler is new salesman 
out of the Paramount exchange here 
on territory formerly handled by 
Paul Hannan, who resigned to take 
over operation of the Lyric, Platts- 
burg, Mo. Walter Clark moves out 
of shipping into the booking depart- 
ment, and Hugh Wilkerson from ad- 
vertising accessory department, goes 
in as assistant shipper. 


Changes were announced last week 


by Ralph LiBeau, divisional 


ager. 


man- 





UA, S.F., Relights Friday (30) 
San Francisco, Aug. 27. 

United Artists getting coat of paint, 
house darkening Monday (26) to re- 
light Friday (30) with ‘South of 
Pago Pago’ (UA). Showshop’s owner, 
Herman Cohen, now vacationing in 
Alaska, accompanied by spouse. 

Allan Warshauer, Paramount (F- 
WC) manager, on mend, after mys- 
terious illness hospitalized him un- 
@xpectedly. Showed first symptoms 
of recovery when he grabbed phone 
to find oyt how biz was. 

Although claiming prior permish 
to use name Esquire on one of his 
houses here, Herbert Rosener has 
bowed to Joe Blumenfeid, who will 
tse handle on his recently acquired 
Davies. Rosener already has 
quires in Hollywood and northwest. 
with Blumenfeld operating similarly 
5 aed situations in Oakland and 
Sacramento, 


Schenectady Palace Resumes 
Schenectady, N. Y., Aug. 27 
Te Palace reopens Aug. 30. J. B. 
Deischler and Isidore Bernstein, new 
roprietors, leasing from  Sidnes 
Pivore, who runs the Cameo and 
sincoln, 


Most of Schenectady indie houses | 


have been closed part time this 
summer. Several suspended opera- 
tions until September. Despite the 
many war and other-type orders re- 
ceived by General Electric (city’s 
largest source of employment) busi- 
ness with most of the independents 





ls said to have been off for more 
than a year 
Wilmingtoner Reopens 
Wilmington, Aug. 27. 
The Arcadia, dark for the past 


three years, will reopen Saturday on 


@ second-run policy, A. J. Vanni, 
Warner Bros. district manager, an- 
nounces. Arcadia, formerly top 


Warner theatre here, will take ove: 
the Queen’s policy. Queen, in turn, 
drops second-runs for westerns and 
action films. The Grand, former 
home of horse opera, will feature 
comedies and shorts. Other Warne: 
theatres here keep old polities, the 
de luxe Warner with first runs; Al- 
dine, taking the leavings, and the 
Savoy, grind house, for ‘return en- 

gagements.’ 

Young Reopening 
Cleveland, Aug. 27 


George Young reopened Roxy 
shuttered three months, with sec- 
ond-runners and burley flavored 


with vaude, 


Jenkintown, Pa., Reopens 
: Philadelphia, Aug. 27 
Stanley-Warner Hi-Way, Jenkin- 
town, reopens next week after com- 
plete refurbishing. 
Thursday night marked the un- 
shuttering of Norman Lewis’ com- 


letely renovated Girard in North 
hilly. 

James P. Clark, prexy of Hor- 
lachers Delivery, appointed chair- 


man of the City Democratic Cam- 
paign Committee. 
Atlantic Theatres, 
tered its new Grove. 
J., last week. Ditto 

-arksville, Larksville, Pa., 
[ashowski. 

A 
Florence, N. J. 


Inc., 


the 





Skourases Address F-WC 
Beverly Hills, Aug. 27. 
Annual summer convention of 
Fox-West Coast theatre managers 
and bookers got under way today 


Es- | 


unshut- | 
Pennsgrove, | 
new | 
by Joe) 


new house being planned for | 


(Tues.) at the Beverly-Wilshire 
| hotel, with Spyros Skouras presid- 
ing. He will set the date for open- 
| ing the fourth Spyros Skouras show- 
manship drive for some time in 
September 
} money to winners in the third con- 
test. which just ended, 


|companied by Charles’ Skouras. 
| F-WC prexy. They have been on a 
| tour of National Theatres operating 
| divisions. They huddled with F-wc 
| district managers yesterday (Mon.). 
| for the meeting of Pacific Northwest 
managers, 
New Wallack's 

The old Wallack, N.Y., which 
rebuilt by Max A. 


is 


| being 


/name not yet decided. House, seat- 
ing 600, will be readying for open- 
ing the end of October. 


Milwaukee Variety’s Charity 
Milwaukee, Aug, 27. 


Variety club has done many fine | 


things of a charitable nature, but its 


newest gesture is generally regarded | 
eye | 


as tops. It is sponsoring an ey 
clinic or underprivileged children, 
j}and the idea has won the approval of 
city officials to such an extent that 
every possible municipal effort will 
| be put forth in cooperation. 

The Variety club will not only pro- 
vide glasses for youngsters who need 
them, but can’t afford them, but will 
|!also provide complete treatment, in- 
cluding operations if necessary. 


Showmen Pilots 
Atlanta, Aug. 27. 
William K. Jenkins, treasurer of 
Lucas & Jenkins, Inc., operators of 
50-theatre chain in Georgia, 
bought himself a new Piper Cub 
plane. Jenkins, a licensed pilot, flits 





hither and yon in his ship on both! 


business and pleasure. 
Harry Ballance, southern division 
manager of 20th-Fox, is another 


aviation enthusiast in Atlanta pic 
circlessand owns his own ship. 
Benefit shows, sponsored by Af- 
lanta Tent No. 21. Variety Clubs of 
America, have netted Red Cross 
$8,398.56, latest figures, issued by 


Arthur Lucas, Atlanta Variety chair- 
man, reveal Benefit at Lucas & 
Jenkins. Inec.. Fox theatre here, 
netted $2,675, Wilby Circuit benefits 
totalled $3.751.16, other L. & J. 


houses $1.858, Lam Circuit $114.40. 
All proceeds from these shows 
went 


to charity. 


Charles Szewczyk Adds 
Pittsburgh, Aug. 27. 

Charles Szewcyzk has taken over 
Vernon theatre in Boswell, Pa. 
House was built several years 
ago by Ed Morrison and operated 
there for some time by V. F. Scott 
Morrison, exhib since 
1915. died several months ago fol- 
lowing a stroke. Transfer of spot to 
Szewczyk gives him two theatres in 
Boswell. He also owns and man- 
ages the Marry Lee 

S. H. Griffith, of Nixon, in 
sellton, Pa.. winner of first pi 
booking contest ed by Jim 
’s Rep exchange here It 
cabinet combo radio and _ phono- 
graph Winners of travelling bags 
were William Evans, Osage, W. Va.: 
N. W. Fredericks. Lock Haven, Pa.; 
and Warner Brothers for the Wilson 
theatre in Tyrone, Pa. 

Veteran Houtzdale (Pa.) exhibitor 
Carl M. Sherkel plans to retire from 
active operation early this fall, he 
has announced His house in 
that town. the Sherkel. transferred 
to the V. F. Scott circuit interests. 

Briefies: John E. Stahl expects to 
have his new Homestead house 
ready by Nov 1 Harold Banks 
asst. manager of WB’s Rowland, ele- 
vated to rank of sergeant in 176th 
Field Artillery, Pennsylvania WNa- 
tional Guard...Mary Roney. of Col 
ie, spending a three-month 
in California and Richard Mil- 
for hei Bud Thoma 
booker for Louis Krieger's 

setup here ! 
wedding date Sept 


|} interests 


Rus- 
ize in 
Al > 
was a 


tae 
Stas 





ande 


just 


excnal! 
, 
eave 


le 
i { 


subbing 
named 
distributing 


Fleishman 


Bartletts Air-Minded 
Titonka. Ia.. Aug. 27 
Bros. w.k lowa e@XD1D- 
tors. have built a hangar on thei 
farm near Titonka and are engineer- 
ing a landing field in preparation for 
the arrival of the new plane they 
have ordered. They plan to fly to 

Des Moines to do their booking 
Trenton’s Activity 
Trenton, Aug. 27. 
Trenton’s most ambitious theatre 
building program in past decade will 
i bring a new 1.000-seat house to the 
downtown area, complete recon- 
struction and enlargement of the 
i RKO Trent on North Warren street 


|; Bartlett 


(Lincoln Highway) and two new 
|}community houses. New theatre, 


located at Front and Chancery Lane, 
ig a bus terminal. Controlling in- 
| terest reportedly held by Frank P. 
| Henry, also associated with Stacy 
and Strand theatres here. 
Meanwhile, Walter Reade plans 


and pass out the prize | 


Skouras arrived here Friday, ac- | 


| Brothers go to Seattle late this week | 


Cohen, | 
| president of Allied Theatre Owners | 
of New York, will be given a new | 


has | 


; to remodel center-city Palace, which 


| he owns and leases to RKO, and will 
|; erect two new community houses, 
one in eastern section of city and 
the other in southern. 





Amsterdam, N. Y., Aug, 27. 

| F.K. O'Kelly, manager of Schime’s 
| Rialto theatre at Amsterdam, has 
been promoted to district manager 
of the Schine Circuit, Inc. 

O’Kelly’s new post will 
continuation of his duties as man- 
ager of the Rialto, plus being in 
charge of Schine houses from Glens 
, Falls to Oneonta. 


FWC Opens New House (28) 
San Diego, Aug, 27. 
Fox-West Coast unveils 
theatre here Aug. 28. House, a de 
luxe operation with 1,014 seats, is 
/ second new one to be opened by the 
circuit in Southern California dur- 
ing the year. 
Other is Academy, Inglewood. 
Sask. Sees War Upbeat 
Saskatoon, Sask., Aug. 27. 


include | 


Combo Single-Double House Opened 


As Solution to Both Sides’ Squawks 





Sales Lag 
Continued from page 7 ____) 
film, stalling on dating, so that they 


turn could stall the distributors 
'further on the new 1940-41 deals or 











in 


use the undated film as a bargaining | 


| factor. 


its State | 


One of the -roubles for the distrib- 
utor when new season’s pictures are 
available for dating and the exhib 


i hasn’t closed a product deal is that 
| such pictures are delayed in getting 


'to their markets 


+ —_____. 





A film on a new 


‘year’s program might be ready for | 


| 


booking now but be forced to lay in| 
the vaults for a month because the 


| Completion of the large military | account in a given situation has 
/ airport at Saskatoon and consequent | } a a "fae oe 

| ¢ ; been taking his time signing ; 
|influx of hundreds of mechanics and |)... eos ‘ubiion _— dic = ard, 
jpermanent staff officers and their | under th ld ey oh “~ Pe 7 — 
;wives and families is expected to | ° r the old contract while discuss- 
|boost business at Saskatoon’s thea-|/98 terms to govern under a re- 

newal, 


'tres this winter. 
! 


Albee, Prov., Reopening 
Providence, Aug. 27. 
RKO Albee will reopen Aug. 29 
j}after the usual summer 


George E. French again heads house. | 





27. 


Portland, Ore., Aug. 


| Gamble’s Personal House 
' 
| Ted Gamble, city manager of J. J. 


Parker Theatres in Portland, Astoria | /atgest declaring tha if he has no 
and Pendleton, has personally taken | exercised his full percentage privi- | 
over operation of the Capitol theatre | lege, he’d cancel out any ‘stop pic- 
ture,’ and thus show ’em how tough| Were resumed. 


| 
| 
| 
|in Portland. House is a subsequent 
run vaudfilm grind. 


Gamble wjll continue to manage | 


'the Parker theatres in addition 
| this personal enterprise. 
Bill Hastings’ Moveover 
Cincinnati, Aug. 27 
Bill Hastings has been appointed 
manager of the RKO Grand, 
|downtown de luxer. Transfers from 
the RKO Lyric, where Lake Jones 
is now manage! Latter was assist- 
ant manager of RKO Albee. 


Vintage Pix in Indpls. 
Indianapolis, Aug. 27. 
Apollo, 1,100-seat downtown house 


shutdown. | 


| 
| 
| 


| 
| 


count must wait, of course, 
In the effort to move old (1939-40) 


lables pictures to be alternated fi 


Alhambra, Cail., Aug. 27. 

Alhambra-Annex, world’s first and 
only single-double bill theatre, 
opened (23) under the direction 
James Edwards, Jr., 
Principal Theatres. House is unique 
in that it only theatre extant 
where a patron may move from one 
auditorium to another to witness an 
individual picture without having to 


a 
OL 


partner with 


is 


, Sit through other portions of the 
program, 
Erected at a cost of around $45.- 


000. Annex immediate!y adjoins the 
Alhambra. Structure consists of two 


separate auditoriums, under one 
main entrance, This permits two 
feature films to be run_ simul- 


taneously in the one theatre build- 
ing. 

Dual operation and equipment en- 
m 
screen of one auditorium to the other 


All runs behind such an ac-/ 45 Soon as completed, and patron is 
|directed by means of neon signs to 
ithe particular picture he may fancy 


| ‘ |seeing. Patron wishing see the 
film, the distribs have been putting oe sori k igaepati 7 . 

: ; : * complete double program’ enters 
exhibs under plenty of pressure, |; . ‘ : . 
sticking up ‘stop p ctures’ on them either auditorium and remains seated 
2 c 4 = iC. Ss > ° ° 

; ntil show is completed. 

now and then in grder to force} oe er ae : 
bookings on product of lesser im-|, Several years ago Edwards went 
portance. This has burned some of|back_to single feature programs in 
the tougher operators, one of the his San Gabriel valley houses, but 


| 
| 


to | 


he could be. 


One of the majors sought to get 
its accounts to pay for three pictures | 
in advance of release in return for| 
getting availability on a hit film! 
which suddentiy came along. Ac-! 


|cording to accounts on the books of 


new | 


owned by Charles M. Olson, operator | 


of the Lyric, will reopen Thursday 
(29) with reshowings of vintage 
single features and newsreels. Clif- 
ford C. Wallace, former 
booker here, is leasing 
from Olson. 

Apollo recently prompted Olson to 


the house 


sue every downtown theatre in town, | 
and all producing companies, charg- | 


ing collusion to keep house from get- 
ting A picture contracts, and asking 
$800.000 damages. Suit is pending 
in courts. 


Excellent Takes On PRC 
Detroit, Aug. 27. 


Oldest established independent ex- | 


Pictures here, has 
become the local Outlet for Produ- 
cers Releasing Corp. under a new 
setup. The deal was made by Wil- 
liam Flemion and Anne O’Donnell 
with Bill Kemp added to the staff to 
handle the sales throughout the state. 


change. Excellent 


Flemion continues as branch 
ager and all Excellent contracts will 
be liquidated through PRC. The 


company also has secured Mohawk 
Film Corp 
this territory 


McCormick's Union Spot 
Seattle, Aug. 27 


Paramount | 


¢|complaints from persons wishing to 


see duals outnumbered those with 


'the single bill preference, so doubles 


The Annex is his 
janswer with those wishing to see 


‘only single features able to do so in 


the unique house just opened 


TITLE CHANGES 


Hollywood, Aug. 


27 























this company, the distrib tried to; ‘A Latin from Manhattan’ was 
withhold the big picture if three! switched to ‘They Met in Rio’ at 
designated weakies weren't paid for | 20th-Fox. 
several weeks in advance. Presump-!} Paramount's second Henry Ald- 
tion was that the exhibs wouldn’t| rich feature, hitherto untitled, be- 
play the trio in question at all when} came ‘Henry and Dizzy.’ 
| J +4 ‘ , 

they became available for release, 20th-Fox whittled ‘Hudson's Bay 
hence the effort to use the hit as a| Company’ down to ‘Hudson's Bay.’ 
means of clearing the others. Plus; Paramount’s ‘New Yorkers’ is now 
| getting the money in early. | ‘Christmas in July.’ 

— _ —— ———$$——$— ———— — —_— — ——— ——— —— oe ee —————— { 
i H 
|es a 
|23 § 
| New York Theatres | 
2E : 
se 


man- } 


group of 19 features for 


Frank McCormick, who resigned 
as assistant mgr. at Coliseum to run 
for business agent of theatre em-| 


ployees local union, against George 


Hood, won out 
Tim Evans’ Own House 
Des Moines, Aug. 27 

Tim Evans, booker at RKO ex- 
change here more than 16 years, re- 
signed to manage the Parkside thea- 
tre. which he recently purchased 
n Lyo la 

RKO Promotions 

Charle Zagran, RKO office man- 

‘er of the Philadelphia exchange, 
moves up to become its manager, 
succeeding F. L. McNamee, who has 
been with the RKO organization and 
forme) Pathe for 18 years Mec- 
Namee is going into business fo! 
himself. to be announced when 
plans are more definitely set Za- 
gran, who succeeds him, was for-| 


merly in theatre operation in Phila- | 


delphia 

Another RKO promotion is that of 
| Adolph F. 
fice manager, 
to act as special sales rep covering 
the Cleveland, Cincinnati, Pittsburgh 
and Indianapolis offices In this 
post he succeeds John Downing, who 
was recently transferred to Boston. 
L. E. Blumenfeld takes Braeunig’s 
job in Cleveland, 

Charles Weiner, recently in charge 
of the Monogram exchange in Min- 
|neapolis, has purchased an interest 
iin the Elliott Film exchange in that 
|key. It handles the Astor product, 
;} together with that of other inde- 
pendent producers. 


Braeunig. Cleveland of- ' 
brought into the hz.o. | 
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GONE WITHS 
_ THE WIND 


V will not be shown except 
at need prices, at least until “4] 
For Reservations Call Cl 6-4642 

Air-Conditioned 


ASTOR =x: 


48th St. 
ALL SEATS RESERVED 
Twiee Daily 2:15, 3:15 p. m. 








Held Over 4th Week 
ERROL FLYNN 


In the 
‘SEA HAWK’ 
A NEW WARNER BKOS. TRIUMPH 
In Person 
PHIL SPITALNY AND HIS 
ALL GIRL ORCHESTRA 


Sonate ioned STRAND & ash ae 


& 47th St 





Starts Thur., Aue 29 


Jeannette 
MacDONALD 
Nelson EDDY 
‘NEW MOON” 


Last Times Wed 
WHEN THE 
DALTONS RODE 


Persog 
ED SULLIVAN 


Tn Person 
Henry Armejta 
Hetty Hutton 
Himas 


Moon 


Harvest 
Cire 





Air-Conditioned 





HELD OVER 
3rd Big Werk 


William 
POWELL 


“I LOVE YOU AG 


A Metro-Goldwyn-Mayer Picture 


Dr. t. Q. in person every Mon. night 


| ——-—__-—__ ——-—_- 


RKO Guns ‘Foyle’ 


Hollywood, Aug. 27 
RKO rolled ‘Kitty Foyle’ yesterday 
(Mon.), with Ginger Rogers starred 
and Dennis Morgan, borrowed from 
Warners, playing opposite. 
David Hempstead produces as his 
; first RKO chore. 





Sam Wood directs. | 





RADIO 
ciry 


MUSIC HALL 


HELD OVER 4TH WEEK 


“PRIDE AND 
PREJUDICE" 


Spectacular Stage Productions 











PARAMOUNT |: 


Bing 


CROSBY 


“Rhythm on 

the River” 

4 Paramount 
Picture 


In Person 
Ken MURRAY 
Will BRADLEY 
and His Baud 
Dinah SHORI 


Extra 
| TITO GUIZAR 
Midnite Screen Shows 
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Alfred Hitchcock’s Production of 
a e 
Foreign 


Correspondent" 


UNITE Broad 
Anrisrs RIVOLI Broadway. 
Doors Open 9:30 A.M. MIONITE SHOWS 
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Upsets Consent 


AFL Out to Control Pix Collarites, 


Vote Via NLRB; 





—— 


Consent Okayed 


| Continued from page 7 








'accepted, and passed to Washington 
‘for final approval, the clause reads: 
‘If on June 1, 1942, no final decree 
been entered herein re- 

the defendants, 


SWG P shall have 
7 roducers Pact Talks Go On United Artiste, yp Rede and Co- 


7 


f Hollywood, Aug. 27. 


The American Federation of Labor 
is waging a determined fight, 
though much of it is under cover, 


fer contro] of 2,500 studio white col- | 


lar workers. Agreements for con- 


sent elections at 20th-Fox, RKO and | 


Hal Roach were upset when the AFL 
appeared before the National Labor 
Relations Board and filed an inter- 
venor to the petition of Screen 
Office Employes Guild. 

The AFL immediately 
this move by filing a petition claim- 
ing jurisdiction over studio casting 
directors and assistants, exclusive of 
those having authority to hire and 
fire. A. H. Peterson, AFL interna- 
tional representative, advised Walter 
Spreckels, NLRB regional director, 
that ‘we will have another one as 
soon as this is out of the way.’ 

The SOEG, with a membership of 
approximately 1,800, including a de- 
cided majority on most major lots, 


is seeking designation as collective | 


bargaining representative for the 
clerical employes. Hearings before 
the NLRB started several days ago, 
but were recessed until this week 
to determine whether the producers 
and the SOEG could agree on proper 
bargaining units at the various 
etudics. 
SOEG Members Arrested 
A brief clash between the pro- 


al- | 


followed | 





Kostelanetz Set To 
Score Pal Initialer 


Hollywood, Aug. 27. 

Andre Kostelanetz has been signed 
by George Pal to handle the musical 
direction, arrangements and scoring 
| for the first of the Pal Puppetoons to 
.be made for Paramount release. 

Initialer, which will have a west- 
ern background, is still untitled, 


Sesshies in Balcony, 
A New Idea in Mp's., 
Helps the B.0. a Lot 


Minneapolis, Aug. 27. 
Twin City houses are solving the 
problem of how to get customers into 








| 


|their balconies by permitting smok- | 


ing in that section of the house. 
| Those that have inaugurated this fea- 
|ture report that the balcony is now 
‘the most popular part of their thea- 
tres and fills up first. 

| While common in many cities, 
| smoking in film houses is relatively 
'a new departure here. The World, 


} 
| 
| 
| 
| 
! 


lumbia to trade show their features 
and to license them in groups for 
exhibition, Sections 1 and 2 of this 
| decree shall be inoperative and of no 
binding force and effect upon any of 
the defendants consenting to this de- 
cree, as to feature clause after Aug. 
31, 1942. 

‘If prior to June 1, 1942, such a 
decree shall have been’ entered 
against United Artists, Universal 
and Columbia, any defendant con- 
senting to this decree shall upon its 


‘election be relieved from further) bars. Leo Schuessler, manager of | determining who among 


compliance with Sections 1 and 2 of 
| this decree upon complying with all 
| provisions in such decree requiring 
United Artists, Universal and Co- 
lumbia to trade show their features 
and to license them for exhibition in 
| groups, and an order or supplemental 
| decree to that effect shall be entered 
'herein upon the application of the 
| defendant or defendants so electing. 
Such election may be made at any 


time after the entry of such a de-| 


cree against United Artists, Univer- 
sal and Columbia.’ 


‘Escape’ Clause Into 
Effect June 1, 1942 


Under the terms of the ‘escape’ 
| clause, the companies will be free to 
ireturn to blockbooking on June 1, 
/1942, provided the Government by 
‘that time has not obtained, through 
|consent decree, or court order after 
jtrial, a regulation enforcing open 


ducers and the SOEG occurred at|loop sure-seater, started the ‘inno- | booking on Columbia, Universal and 


Metro, when four members distribut- | vation’ by permitting smoking in the | United Artists, in the same manner 


ing handbills were arrested by 
Culver City police after having been 
ordered by studio employes to dis- 
perse. They were not booked and 
were released when their attorney 


appeared and cited to police a deci-| 


sion of the U. S. Supreme Court per- 
mitting such distribution of circu- 
lars. 

Prexy Glenn Pratt, of the SOEG, 
issued the following statement: 

‘It is evident that certain individ- 
uals, who from the start have been 
disruptive element on that lot, are 
trying to interfere with the SOEG’s 
efforts to obtain for the office work- 
ers the things they have beeen de- 
nied in the past and to which they 
are rightfully entitled.’ 

Threat of an open break between 
the producers and the Screen Writers 
Guild apparently has been averted 
by an agreement of film executives 
to continue negotiations on a basic 
minimum agreement. Following a 
meeting between the SWG bargain- 
jing committee headed by Prexy 
Sheridan Gibney, and a group of 
producer representatives headed by 
prexy Y. Frank Freeman of the Pro- 
ducers’ Association, Freeman issued 
the following statement: 

‘Committee revresenting the Screen 
Writers Guild met with a committee 
representing the producers. Further 
discussions were held concerning the 


balcony and loges for which it 
|charged a higher admission. 


The St. Louis Park. de luxe indie | 
'nabe house opened nearly two years | 


ago, was the first uptown and subur- 
ban theatre to allow smoking. It 


charges a 39c admission for the bal- | 


cony, as compared to 33c downstairs, 
smoking being permitted only up- 
stairs. e 

When Paramount rebuilt and re- 
opened the Uptown here it set aside 
the balcony for smokers. 
is allowing smoking in the balcony 
of the Palace which he just re- 
opened. 





Setting Chaplin’s Sellh 
Setting Chaplin's Selling 

Lynn Farnol, United Artists pub- 
ad chief, planed for the Coast last 
night (Tuesday) to confab with 
Charles Chaplin on final stages of 
the campaign on ‘The Great Dicta- 
tor’ prior to its release. Farnol will 
be west about a week. Murray Sil- 
verstone, UA head, Harry Gold, 
eastern sales manager, and Jack 
Schlaifer, western s.m., will fly out 
to huddle with Chaplin on exhibition 
policy as soon as he is finished scor- 
ing and cutting the film. It’s ex- 
pected that may be the end of this 
week 


proposed agreement between the Plan announced by Silverstone a 
producers and the SWG. No final| couple of weeks ago of having Al 


agreements were reached, but prog- 
was made, and a further meeting 


ress 
will be held at an early date.’ 
Davis Heads SAG Council 


It was disclosed that the producers 
compro- 
mise on certain points in the pro- 
posed six month contract on which 


are trying to push over a 


a tentative agreement was. an- 
nounced some time ago. Company 
executives have asked that junior 


writers and unemployed writers or 
those on layoff be exempt from the 
80% Guild shop demanded 
scriveners. The SWG turned thumbs 
down on the counter-proporal. tak- 


ing the position that a film writer is 


a writer, regardless of whether he is 
@ senior or a junior. 

Bob ‘Alabama’ Davis has been 
elected chairman of the Screen Ac- 
tors Guild Council. He 
Larry Steers, who failed of reelec- 
tion and who also was defeated when 
he tried to land the office of vice- 
chairman. Harry Mavo, a new mem- 


ber of the Council, was elected vice-| ing demands for submission to the) 


chairman, and Adabelle Driver re- 
elected secretary. 

A delegation from Los Angeles 
Chanter of the American Federation 
of Radio Artists planes 


convention in Denver. Those 
party include Laurence W. Beilen- 
son, AFRA counsel; I. A. Kornblum, 


executive secretary; Fred MacKaye,|ers turned out for the first meeting | 


Ted Bliss. Georgia Fifield. J. Donald 
Wilson, William Brandt. True Board- 


by the 


succeeds 


Margolies, publicity head Monroe 
Greenthal, exploitation director, and 
other execs also fly out for chinning 
with Chaplin has apparently been 
abandoned, 


affiliated with the Moving Picture 
Painters Local 644, will get a pay 
hike to $1.55 per hour, the current 
Painters’ scale. They had been aver- 
aging 85c per hour. 
Art Directors Renew Drive 

The Art Directors Guild is plan- 
ing to renew its drive for a basic 
agreement with the producers. The 
Guild has employed attorney Leon- 
ard S. Janofsky, and shortly will file 
new demands with producer repre- 
sentatives. First attempt to negoti- 
ate a deal fell through when the 
artists insisted on a minimum wage 
of $300 week, and later efforts to ne- 
gotiate a contract without a 
mum scale also fell through. 
| Studio title writers are now draft- 


producers. Writers will ask for a 
| five-day week of 40 hours, with a 
| substantial increase in pay. The 
| writers have withdrawn from the 


| 644. 
| More than 600 studio utility work- 


|of Studio Utility Employees Local 
724 since 1937. L. C. Helm, business 


Bill Elson | 


mini- | 


as accepted by the five other major 
companies. 

It is known that film company at- 
torneys .are well pleased with the 
| ‘escape’ provision 
the Government the obligation of 
persuading the adamant companies 
or the courts to accept industry uni- 
fication of sales methods. Threatened 
withdrawal of 20th-Fox and Para- 
mount from the consent decree con- 


ferences unless the qualifying clause | 


was made a part of the agreement, 
preceded the final session 
ferees. 

Next to the uniform sales plan in 


| blocks not exceeding five pictures in/! 


leach group, the chief remedial pro- 
visions in the consent 
those providing for the arbitration 
of disputes between competing thea- 
tres and between theatres and film 
exchanges. 

There remains many details to be 
developed in connection with arbi- 
tration and a special committee, con- 
sisting of Robert Scher, of the anti- 
trust division, Austin Keough. Para- 
mount, Joseph H. Hazen, Warner 
Bros., and John F. Caskey, 20th-Fox, 
is drafting the procedure following 
conferences with the American 
Arbitration Society. 

Neutral arbitrators from the 
ciety’s lists in 33 exchange cities will 
be used to pass on complaints, Cer- 
tain types of cases will be appealable 
to a national appeals board which 
will 

With the exception of the memo- 
randum covering the Government’s 
program to proceed against Colum- 
bia, Universal and United Artists. 


so- 


there was no further modification of | 


any language in the proposed terms 


of settlement as issued on Aug. 3. 


This was captioned, ‘Tentative Draft | 


consisted of 16 
covering all 
the 


of Proposals,’ 
typewritten 
points in 
provided. 
Job of 


into legal 


and 
pages 
dispute and remedies 
recasting the agreement 
phraseology and in the 
form of a court order for Judge 
Goddard’s approval will occupy 
much of the time until court resumes 


on Oct. 4. Judge Goddard, now on} 
vacation, said he was available prior | 
to the October date if needed. 


Chances are, according to attorneys, 
that his hiatus will not be disturbed. 


FLYNN DRAWS ‘FOOTSTEPS’ 
Hollywood, Aug. 27. 

| Errol Flynn will be starred by 

Warners in ‘Footsteps in the Dark,’ 

which for two years has been on 

and off the studio’s sked as a vehicle 


! tonight! Society of Motion Picture Artists| for Edward G. Robinson. 
(Tuesday) for the national AFRA/|and Illustrators and affiliated with! 


Lester Cole and John Wexley 


in|the Moving Picture Painters Local have completed the script. 


» 
Lesser Preps ‘Victory’ 
Hollywood, Aug. 27. 
Rose Franken and William Brown 
Meloney checked in at the Samuel 





man, Norman Field, Ynez Seabury, | representative; Joseph Marshall, vice- Goldwyn studio to screenplay their 


Lucile LaPoint. 


prexy, and Albert Smith, interna- 


| 
‘own novel, ‘Strange Victory,’ for 


Deal has been okayed between | tional representative, spoke. It was | production by Sol Lesser. 


Universal and members of its adver-| announced that in the future regu- | 


tising artists. Workers, who are now} lar monthly meetings will be held. | be rejieased through United Artists. 


which passes to| 


of con-, 


decree are} 


maintain offices in Washington. | 


Picture, starring Martha Scott, wil! | 





Nab 3 Theatre Thugs, 
Recover $300 of $528 


Sheboygan, Wis., Aug. 27. 
A holdup ‘by appointment,’ which 
| resulted in the theft of $528 from the 
‘Majestic (Fox) at noon Monday (19), 
saw $300 of the loot recovered by 
Thursday and three youthful per- 
petrators of the crime behind the 








| 
| 


the house, got a phone call from a 
pseudo patron who wanted to see 
him about a watch he claimed to 
b soa lost in the theatre. An ap- 
|pointment was made for 11:30. 


Shortly before that hour an ap- 
| parently lone bandit locked the jani- 





tor, Gust Jaehnke, in a small base- | 


}ment room after tying and taping 
him up. When the manager arrived 
jat his office the holdup man forced 
| him at the point of a gun to open 
ithe safe and hand over its contents. 
Just then two Milwaukee men, Louis 
!Smaniatti and Raymond Gonzales, 
'arrived in the theatre fo service 
| candy machines, so the bandit locked 


| them and the manager up with the) 


janitor, sped to a waiting car and 
apparently escaped. 
Police quickly got on the trail and 


finding $300 in his room, then on his 
tipoff went to Muskegon, Mich., 
where they arrested Joseph and 
Lloyd Lawrence. First named man 
jis charged with assault and robbery, 
'the other two as accessories for driv- 
; ing the car in which the escape was 
made. 





Foil Detroit Stickups 
Detroit, Aug. 27. 

Police caught three burglars in the 
Alger theatre here, but it cost the 
| house a new front door. Patrolman 
Matthew Yore had to kick it out to 
|attract attention after he had cowed 
the trio in a battle inside. 

He got them 
about to haul away the unopened 
safe with the weekend receipts. 
They had picked up 18 rolls of pen- 
nies not tucked inside. 


just as they were 


Folly, B’klyn, May Exam 
Randforce in Trust Suit 


Louis Frisch and Samuel Rinzler, 
|officials of Randforce Amusement 
Corp., must be examined before trial 
in connection with the Folley Amus, 
Holding Corp.’s suit against them 
and others, but the scope of the 
examination may be limited. N. Y. 
federal Judge Murray Hulbert de- 
cided on application of the defend- 
ants Wed. (21) that the examina- 
tion may not be limited as to acts 
relating to conspiracy, but that only 
those books and records which are 
relative to the action need be pro- 
duced. It was also decided that the 
price paid for product to the majors 
by Randforce was admissible as 
evidence, with Randforce given the 
right at the examination to object to 
specific questions. 

Plaintiff operated the Folly thea- 
tre, Brooklyn, and claims that as a 
result of discriminatory acts on the 


out of business. Triple damages of 
$750,000 are sought. Other defend- 
ants are all the major film com- 
panies, plus Monogram and Repub- 
lic. 


Tim Holt Takes Road 
Holiywood, Aug. 27. 
Tim Holt, RKO’s new sagebrusher 
star, is to be sent on a tour of key 


|cities to contact exhibs on ‘Wagon 
| Train,’ initialer in the series. 


| He leaves here as soon as he com-| 


pleted his second, ‘Fargo Kid,’ which 
| will be in about 10 days. 





| SHORES DIRECTS ‘HOOFs’ 
Hollywood, Aug. 27. 
| Lynn Shores gets his second break 
'as a director on 20th-Fox’s ‘Golden 
Hoofs.’ He recently finished pilot- 
ing the location unit for the Jane 
_Withers starrer at Stockton, and 
now takes over the first division. 
Shores made his debut as a di- 
rector on ‘Charlie Chan in a Wax 
Museum.’ 


arrested John Zuzek in Milwaukee, | 


the | part of the defendants it was forced | 


‘SPG Putsch in N. Y.; Eastern 
Publicists Claim 250 Members 


+ 


| Claiming close to 250 members, the 
|}eastern Screen Publicists Guild is 
making its first serious move toward 
| forcing recognition by the film com- 
|pany home offices. Each major re. 
ceived a letter from the SPG notify. 
ing them of its intentions and seeking 
| conferences to open negotiations for 
| discussion of a contract. The film 
| companies took the letters under 
advisement and immediately began 
a check of their publicity-advertis- 
ing departments with a view to 
their em- 
_ ployees are members of the SPG. 
Meantime, it is reported Para. 
mount, 20th-Fox and Warner Bros, 
have asked the SPG for more specific 
information concerning the Guild, 
| demands, ete. 


| A five-year contract is the asserted 


| goal, with provisions to cover sever- 
|ance pay. Three different classifica- 
, tions among publicity workers is ex- 
| pected to be demanded. They will be 
|apprentice publicists, junior pub- 
| licity workers and those in the senior 
| Class, with years of service also cons 
cerned. 

Basis for negotiations are said to 
be $45 minimum for an apprentice 
, the first year, $50 the second year of 
/Sservice and $55 the third. Juniors 
| will range similarly on years of serv- 
/ice from $60 to $70, while minimum 
claimed sought for senior publicists 
will be $125. 


| The executive committee of SPG, 
| numbering five active publicists, wil] 
| wash up Dec. 31, at which time an 
election by the membership will be 
held to fill all offices for the coming 
year. 


A constitution has been’ drafted 
and an executive council set up to 
organize the eastern publicists and 
artists. The New York SPG was 
initially known as the Screen Pub- 
licists & Advertising Guild, but since 
it was voted to affiliate with the 
Coast SPG, the name of the union 
was changed to conform with the 
| western organization. Workers in 
the art departments of the home 
offices and agencies are in the east- 
ern union, however. 

Letters to the film company h.o.’s 
were signed in behalf of the Guild by 
Hyman Glickstein of the law firm of 
Boudin, Cohn & Glickstein. He rep- 
resents other union activity, is said 
to be active in the American Labor 
Party, and has handled numerous 
labor cases, 

More definite demands for bare 
gaining are expected to be made by 
the SPG following huddles on the 
Coast. Two delegates went west 
for discussions with Coast SPG, 
officials concerning affiliation and 
the formation of a _ national SPG, 
with local units to be set up in varie 
ous parts of the country. 

CIO Angle 
_ It is reported that the eastern SPG 
is leaning in the direction of the 
CIO and that a national publicists’ 
organization might land in that labor 
camp. 


Joe Gould, who is with United 
Artists at the h.o., is president of the 
SPG in the east. He stated that it 
was impossible to give an answer at 
this time to reports concerning the 
CIO and that nothing could be de- 
tailed now as to a basis for collece 
tive bargaining with the film con- 
| cerns. Gould is attached to the _ ress 
book department at UA. 

Gould was accompanied 
Dave Chassin, member of 
department of Warner 
They are scheduled to 
next Monday (2). 


Following agreement of the SPG 
east and west to affiliate, Gould and 
Chassin went to Hollywood to dis- 
cuss setting up plans for the draft- 
ing of a single constitution and by- 
laws to govern both guilds, among 
other things. 

It is probable that a meeting of 
both guilds will be held shortly, 
probably somewhere in the middle 
| west for the purpose of finally rati- 
fying the amalgamation of the two 
; unions into a national unit. 
| It is claimed by sources that the 
SPG in the east has the best repre- 
sentation among publicists and 
artists in RKO and 20th-Fox. Strong 
membership units are also declared 
ito exist among Warner, UA and 
| Columbia workers, while Metro is 
| next to last and Paramount is at the 
| bottom so far as SPG members ‘nf 
_its employ are concerned, Guild has 
|members in Monogram, but none 
| with Republic. 


west by 
the art 
Bros h.c 

return east 
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MUSIC TIFF HITS CANADA 





NAB ys. ASCAP ‘Battle Page’ 





In view of the diverse opinions involved in the Broadcasters vs. 
ASCAP situation, this marks the inauguration of a permanent ‘battle 
page’ wherein both sides can air their views. 


No recriminations, no personalities, no spleen. 


Stick to the major 


issues, both sides of the fence, and this open forum may help clarify 
the matter during the next few months, which augur the inception of 
an intensive period of masterminding, maneuvering, bickering and 


negotiations. 


Broadcasters—agencies, advertisers, station owners—and the music 
men--ASCAP, the individual writers and publishers—will be given 
reasonable space and opportunity to air their views. 








ASCAP Won't Deal Direct With 
Advertisers; Only Stations, Webs 





American Society of Composers, 
Authors and Publishers has decided 
that in no event will it deal with 
advertisers directly for its perform- 
ing rights should it fail to get to- 
gether with the networks on a new 
licensing contract. ASCAP has 
abandoned this suggested way 
around a possible impasse with the 
networks for two reasons. One is 
that it wants to deal only with the 
wholesale user of its material; (2) 
that it doesn’t propose to put itself 
in a spot where the networks can 
look to the commercials to furnish 
ASCAP music, while they them- 
selves (the networks) escape this or 
any other obligations to ASCAP by 
filling in on sustaining programs 
with BMI or public domain music. 

Columbia and NBC last week 
termed as baseless the rumor heard 
around advertising agencies that the 
networks had intimated that they 
would assume the contract obliga- 
tions on name bands should there be 
no agreement with ASCAP by Jan. 
1, providing advertisers with such 
hame bands agree to continue on the 
air with some other type of pro- 
gram. An official 


an offer of this sort had never been 
contemplated, and the 
absurdity would be realized readily 
if one considered the huge financial 
burden that would derive from these 
liquidations. 

General attitude among agency 
@xecutives on the ASCAP situation 
js one of watchful waiting. They’re 
keeping themselves thoroughly post- 
@d on the details of the controversy 
and the operation of BMI, but most 

f them are not taking sides. They 

gure that they still have two 
fonths to act and that there’s no 
feed of asking the networks press- 
ing questions until Nov. 1. 

They also figure that they will 
even then have enough time to act 
With regard to the future of their 
programs if the networks inform 
them that there isn’t a chance of 
coming to an agreement with 
ASCAP, and that they are sticking 
to their plan to use no ASCAP mu- 
g$ie after Dec. 31. 


DEMOS SETTING 
AGCY. FOR RADIO 


Democratic National Committee 
will within the coming week name 
an agency to handle its radio busi- 
ness during the current presidential 
Campaign. Similar assignment on the 
part of the Republicans National 
{ommittee recently went to J 
Walter Thompson. 

G. W. (Johnny) Johnstone, the 
Democratic committee's radio direc- 
tor, has brought in E. Frederica 
Millet, who was with the commit- 
tee in the 1936 campaign and later 
handled radio for the President's 
Birthday Ball, as an assistant. She 
was last on N. Y. World's Fair radio 
staff. 





Congoleum a Prospect 





McCann-Frickson is reported to be | 


trying to interest Congoleum in go- 
ing on the air. 
Several 


been lined up for presentation. 


of one of the | 
webs declared that the making of | 


idea’s basic | 


+ 





NO ELECTION SALE 


| NBC Nixes Sponsorship of Returns— 
Calls It Public Service 


NBC sales department has been 
informed that there will be no spon- 
|soring of the election returns Nov. 
|5. This statement of policy followed 
ithe inquiry of a client on the sub- 
ject. NBC proposes to continue to 
handle the returns as a public serv- 
ice 


ever sold election returns. 


McNary, Willkie 
Running Mate, 





Portland, Ore., Aug. 27. 
Senator Charles McNary, Republi- 
can candidate for vice-president, is 
When 


he got to his home state Saturday 
(24), preparatory to making his ac- 


pretty much peeved at radio, 


ceptance speech at Salem 
(27), Senator McNary 


special 


tonight 
was met by 
events broadcasters at the 
| Portland airport, but he declined to 
| be interviewed or introduced on the 
air. 


McNary, according to the local 
broadcaster version, had asked for 
lan hour’s time tonight from NBC, 
CBS and Mutual, just az Wendell 


Willkie and President Roosevelt had 
received, but they limited him to a 
half hour. The senator 
8:30-9:30 p.m. period, N. Y 
‘Information, Please’ has the first half 
of this hour on the NBC-blue. 

While the special events men didn’t 
get the candidate on the air, they did 
put on his wife and five-year-old 
daughter shortly before his plane ar- 
rived. 


time 


The mike interviewer asked the 
youngster what she thought about 
her father running for the vice- 
presidency and she answered she 
didn’t like it. Asked why, she re- 

ined 

Because he never comes home 
anymore.’ 


HOLINER TO B.&B. AS 
GOOD NEWS’ PRODUCER 


Mann Holiner has been engaged 
by Benton & Bowles as the producer 
of Maxwell House Coffee’s ‘Good 
News’ show, which resumes on NBC- 
red Sept. 5. 
nesday) for the Coast with 
Revere B & B’s radio director. 

Don Cope, who has been handling 
the show out of Benton & Bowles’ 
Hollywood office, is being brought 
back to New York because of ill 
health. 
director of Lennen & Mitchell, 


Tom 





Ruth Howard. daughter of come- 
|dian Tom Howard, returns 
i WOKO, Albany, next 


|over WCOP, Boston. 


+. _————————— 


Neither NBC nor Columbia has | 


Burns at Radio 


{revenue through necessary 


|page they ask what will happen to 


wanted the | 


CAB MOVING 
OVER TO OM 


Canadian Performing Rights 
Society Also Has Been 
Asking Increase — Puz- 
zling Position of U. S. and 
Canadian Shows Broad- 
cast Into Dominion, and 
Vice Versa ' 


CBC INDEFINITE 


By NORM CHAMBERLAIN 





+ 
v 





Tells the Story 


Blanktown, Aug. 27. 

Memo to Editor: 
Please kill story about Blank 
getting p.a. job at station Blank. 
He was so busy celebrating 
the fact that he got the job that 
he was too drunk to report for 
work today, and was canned be- 

fore he started. 


Variety Correspondent. 





Winnipeg, Aug. 27. 

What is the position of the | 
Canadian broadcaster in relation to | 
the current musical picture of 
America? This is a question being 
asked by many vitally interested in 
Dominion radio at the moment, for 
while Canada is separate from the 
U. S. in many respects, musically 
they are very much related. 

Music in Canada is controlled by 
the Canadian Performing Rights 
Society, affiliated with the American 
Society of Composers, Authors and 
Publishers, Each year Canadian sta- | 
tions sign «52-week contracts with 
this organization, and each year now, 
for some time past, Canadian broad- 
casters have been complaining the 
rates are too high and have been 
seeking some method of reduction. 
On the other hand, CPRS has been 
seeking an increase. 








} 


While some negotiations have been 
entered into with the new Broadcast 
Music, Inc., by private broadcasters 
|of the Dominion, no definite agree- 
| ment has been reached to date other 
ithan an 


expressed desire to co- 
| operate, As to the position of the 
| Government-owned network, the 


Canadian Broadcasting Corp., things 
are very obscure at the moment, 

i 
i 


Currently industry observers are 
askinggthemselves what will happen 
to those lush commercials, produced 
in the U. S. and carried in Canada, | 
when these commercials cut out 
ASCAP tunes for BMI with Canadian 
broadcasters still committed to the 
CPRS? Will it mean much lost 
cancella- 
Turning the 


tion of these features? 


the many Canadian network shows 
now being fed to American net- 
works? These programs are still 
using CPRS (ASCAP) tunes and 


thus will be denied entry to the U. S. 
CAB’s Attitude 
At the recent 


conference of west- 
ern broadcasters in Calgary, Harry 
Sedgwick, of the Canadian Assn. of 
Broadcasters, brought the matter to 
the surface by -discussing the 
tions of CPRS and BMI in 
to Canada. 


posi- 


relation 


Among other things, he asked that, 
in view of the present international 
situation, ked 
to repudiate the Berne Convention 


the Government be a 


The matter of a reduction CPRS 
f of course, again received a 
) Oo ) The 7 P 
ind wo ; i BMI ¢ 
pia ea » I | j I 
vith Sedgw \ sti t new 
rrganization receive the f 0 
yf all Canadian broadcaste Th 
mporry 0 qa reé € i for 
f { } ’ ) i ) ¢ 
lifference between what they now 
| pay CPRS and what they might have 
to pay if the reduction goes through 
Following the discussion the matter 


He leaves today (Wed-! 


was turned 
five. 
Regina); 


over to a committee of 
These were G. Gaetz (CKCK, 
A. A. Murphy (CFQC, 


Saskatoon); Max Bell (CJCJ, Ca! 
|gary); George Chandler (CJOR, 


| Vancouver ) 


Holiner was formerly radio! 


to| to Canadian 
week after; suggested that CAB 
prospective shows have! winding up her summer program | from any money derived from the 


and Carson Buchanan 
(CHAB, Moose Jaw). 

The resolution they drew up 
proved the action taken by the 
rectors of the CAB in ma 
cerning BMI. It was 
negotiations be continued so as to 
ensure BMI services being available 
stations. It was also 
support BMI 


ap- 
di- 
ters con- 


ireac 


‘ +a 4hat 
SUBLeSLE d that 


| possible reduction in fees now being 








Barton Denies 
Bringing Agcys., 
ASCAP Together 


Bruce Barton, head of Batten, | 
Durstine & Osborne and a member 
of the U.S. House of Representatives 








from New York, declared last week 
that he had no intention of bringing 
a group of agency men together after 
Labor Day to hear ASCAP'’s side of 
the current controversy over that 
organization’s new licensing contract 
for radio. Barton stated that the re- 
port he would do so was embarrass- 
ing to him, since in addition to be- 
ing an advertising man he was in 
politics and he didn’t want the net-| 
work or station men, whose facilities 
he used in politics, to think that he 
was taking sides in the argument, or 
doublecrossing them. | 

Barton said that he had been at 
the home of Gene Buck, ASCAP 
prez, a couple weeks ago, but that! 
he had had no conversation with 
Buck on the subject The networks 
also received denials from Barton 
by phone last week. There was no| 
comment from ASCAP on Barton’s 
statement. 


Pitt WWSW Primes Self 


With Non-ASCAP Tunes; 
Claims 1,000 Programs 


| conditions 


Pittsburgh, Aug. 27 
With ASCAP-BMI fight in mind, 
indie station WWSW has launched 
a new show called ‘Grandfather’s 


Clock’ and featuring only tunes in 
public domain. Before program was 
launched, Frank Smith, manager of 
the small-watter, had several of his 


research assistants dig up flock of 
"+ 


old-time songs which aren’t con- 
trolled by ASCAP and claims boys 
found enough of them to keep 
Clock’ moving at least 1,000 times 
Sho ents three 1 y and 
ties them up with dramatized his- 
torical items of year in which 
tunes were vritte WWSW ha 
cheduled ‘Clock’ three morning 


at 10 o'clock. 


paid to the CPRS. This of 
hinges on the great ‘if,’ 

Still not clear is the possible posi- 
tion of the Canadian Broadcasting 
Corp. It was thought such matters 
would be settled by the head office 
(Toronto), after which divisional] 
would be notified of any 
change as is usually the case. At 
present the local office confesses 
complete ignorance of the whoie 


course 


ac 4] re 
as always. 


iv. ~ 
UiLiles 


affair. Does admit, however, that no 
copies of BMI tunes had been re- 
ceived to date. Private stations, it 


learned, have been receiving 
them for some time in addition to 
the regular transcription § services 
using BMI tunes. 

In the meantime, the issue, insofar 
as Canada is concerned, is still pretty 
clouded. 


was 


| eral 


Vick’s, Stack-Goble ‘Gone’ Debacle 
Amazes Trade; Attempt Underway 
To Salvage 400 Spot Cancellations 


Vick Chemical Co. and the Stack- 
Goble agency late yesterday (Tues- 
day) were still trying to get off 
the limb on which they found them- 
selves when Metro and David Selz- 
nick announced Friday (23) that 
‘Gone With the Wind’ would not be 
permitted to become a radio fea- 
ture. Following the issuance of the 
statement by the distributor and pro- 
ducer of the film version of ‘Wind,’ 
there was a blanket of secrecy 
thrown around the sudden blowup 


Of Vick’s deal for the radio rights, 


while the account and Stack-Goble 
frantically sought to salvage some- 
thing out of the debacle. The situa- 
tion was without precedence in the 
history of commercial broadcasting, 
and the question bruited around the 
trade was how could a tangle of 
such proportions develop at this late 
stage of the business. 


The indications late yesterday were 
that there would be no compromise 
forthcoming from the picture or- 
ganizations and that Vick would 
undertake to salvage what it could 
from the $400,000 spot campaign, 
which it ordered cancelled after it 
had signatured a contract with 
Stack-Goble for the ‘GWTW’ pro- 
gram and ordered a half-hour hook- 
up on CBS, starting Tuesday, Oct. 1 
(9:30-10 p.m.). A survey by the 
Morse International agency, which 
ordinarily handles the Vick account, 
indicated that between 40% and 50% 
of these cancelled contracts could be 
reinstated. 

The cancellations went out by air 
mail last Wednesday (21) and Thurs- 
day, and the checkup to find out 
what was still available of these 
choice spots, accumulated over a pe- 
riod of months, went out by wire 
over the weekend and Monday (26). 
Vick, as far as spot v concerned, 
had figured on spending for 26 
weeks around $400,000 for 137 sta- 


|tions, with plugs on the product ob- 
| tainable 


from three to seven days 
‘Wind’ would have cst 
about $9,500 a week for 
week 


a week. 
the account 
time (67 stations) and $4,500 a 
for the show. 


What Upset the Applecart 
Hollywood, Aug. 27 

Fly in the Vick ‘Gone 
With the Wind’ ointment is that 
someone somew! along the line 
of negotiations tried to make a deal 
in direct violation of several of the 
laid down by Daniel 
Selznick-International 
manager! Although it’s no go 
at the moment, new talks are under- 
way in New York looking toward an 
agreement that will eventually put 
the show on the air under conditions 
more favorable to S-I and Metro, 
which shares with the former in the 


Chemical 


ere 


O’Shea, 


pen- 


ether revenues. 
Vick tuation had its inception 
here some time ago, when O’Shea 
i the mat Alton Alex- 


ter with 
If who 
proposal At 
mly 


liva4 
laiization, 


the time of the talks, O’Shea not 
l attached certain strings 
included the fact that it was 

15-minute broad- 
cast mornings five days weekly, and 


to roll be- 


program, 
not 


O'Shea also specified that ‘GWTW’ 


vas to be offered to only one ac- 
count, but Alexander is understood 
to have offered it to several. Two 


weeks ago he notified S-I that he was 
ready to sign a sponsor. but that the 
airer would have to be an evening 
affair of 30 minutes’ duration and 
would have to start Oct. 1. 

Nicholas Schenck and David Selz- 
nick huddled on the matter, but held 
to the decision for a morning broad- 
cast starting Nov. 15. 

It was revealed here that Stack- 
Goble exec Dick Porter, v.p. in 
charge of the agency’s N. Y. office, 
who talked with O’Shea only last 
week, had not been informed of the 
a.m.—Nov. 15 ties ‘imposed by 


' O'Shea 


— ne s . — 
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Atlantic to Air Penn, Temple, Villanova 
Football Games on 3 Philly Station 


’ Philadelphia, Aug. 27. 

The Atlantic. Refining Co, will | 
bankroll the Droadcast of football 
games of Philly’s three major col- 
jleges—Penn, Temple and Villanova 
For the fifth consecutive year WCAU 
will handle the airing of the Penn 
contests, which this year make up 
one of the toughest schedules of any 
U. S. college. It has been specially 
arranged in conjunction with Penn’s 
bi-centennial celebration. 

The Temple and Villanova games 


will be divided between WIP and 
WFIL. Broadcast schedule follows: | 

Penn games (WCAU): Maryland, 
Oct. 5; Yale, Oct. 12th; STREETER, | 
Oct. 19; Michigan, Oct. 26; Navy, | 
Nov. 2; Harvard, Nov. 9; Army, Nov. | 
16, and Cornell, Nov. 23. All games | 


except Michigan wi i be played here 
at Franklin Field. Michigan game 
will be at Ann Arbor. 

Temple University (WIP and 
WFIL): Muhlenberg, Sept. 27 (WIP); 
Georgetown, Oct. 4: (WIP): Boston 
College, Oct. 12 (WFIL); Michigan | 
State, Oct. 18 (WIP); Penn State, 
Oct. 26 (WFIL); Bucknell, Nov. 2 
(WFIL); Villanova, Nov. 9 (WIP); | 
Holy Cross, Nov. 16 (WIP); and | 
Oklahoma State, Nov. 23 (WFIL). 

Villanova (WIP and WFIL): Penn- 
sylvania Military College, Oct. 5 
(WIP); University of Florida, Oct. 
11 (WIP); Baylor University, Oct. | 
19 «(WFIL); Detroit, Oct. 27 (WIP); 
Kansas, Nov. 1 (WIP); Temple, Nov. | 
9 «WIP); Manhattan College, Nov. 16 | 
«WFIL); Duquesne, Nov. 23 (WIP), | 
end Auburn, Dec. 7 (WFIL). 

No commentators have 


been'| 


chosen for the play-by-play chores. |‘) 





Accounts handled through the N. W. 
Ayer agency. 


P&G BUYS ‘LOVE 
PACKAGE SERIAL 


Ho} ly wood, Aug. 27. 
Procter & Gamble has bought the 
William Morris agency’s package 
airer, ‘Those We Love,’ and will use | 
it to exploit Dreen. Half-hour pro- | 
gram, which was sponsored last sea- | 
son by General Foods, bows in Sept. 
16 over CBS, traveling in two sec- 
tions with a 4 p.m. starting time for 

the east and 8 p.m. for the west. 


Morris outfit, which owns other | 
package shows, including ‘Blondie’ 
end ‘Sherlock Holmes,’ has organized | 
T.W.L. Productions as the corporate | 
setup for ‘Those We Love.’ Capital | 
is fixed at 200 no-par shares. Direc- 
tors include Abe Lastfogel, John 
Hyde, Harry Friedman, Lou Gold- 


berg, Robert E. Kopp, M. L. Steven- 
eon and Ann Root 

TWL’ east features Nan Grey, 
Richard Cromwell, Donald Woods, 
Oscar O’Shea, Alma Kruger and Vir- 
ginia Sale 

Kastor agency is opening a Coast 
office primarily to handle ‘Love.’ 
Gordon Hughe who has been a 
Chicago producer on Kastor dra- 
matic shows, shifts to Los Angeles 
to handle the new office. 

Kastor radio chief, Bob Jennings, 
fs also resuscitating the ‘Knicker- 
bocker Playhouse’ program fo! 


Jrene on Sept. 21 over the NBC-red 
web, taking 8-8:30 p.m. Jennings 
had this program on for Procter & 


Gemble two vears ago. 

Joe Ainley, formerly radio head of 
Aubrey, Moore & Wallace, and now 
chief of his own radio production 
bureau, will be in charge of produc- 
tion on the ‘Knickerbocker Play- 


house’ 


Alka-Seltzer Retains 


snow. 


‘Quiz Kids’; On NBC-Blue, 


Alka Seltzer is 
Kids,’ which has been pinchhitting 
for Alec Templeton this summer, 
for its own spot on the NBC-Blue. 


retaining ‘Quiz 





It will be on 45 stations Wednes- 
Gay, 8-8:30 p.m., starting Sept. 4. 
Y. & B.’S SERIAL 


Young & Rubicam is readying a 
new five-a-week daytime - serial, 
‘Mother of Mine,’ for debut the end 
of eptember. Carol Irwin, the 
agency's daytime radio head, 
sonally supervising scripting 
production. 

Sponsor 


and 


isn’t revealed, but final 
decision on if and when the show 
goes on the air will be made at a 
meeting today (Wednesday). 


Those Staid, | Old 


is per- | 





Imaginary Profits 


Chicago, Aug. 27. 
Wags around the radio indus- 
iry are telling about the fellow 
whose first recommendation on 
taking over the management of a 
station that had been faring 


ates be upped 


| July. 
1300 shares, 


| CBS V.P.s Sell Stock 


Waddaiten. Aug. 27. 

| Two CBS v.p.’s are reported by 
the Security Exchange Commission 
as unloading some of their stock in 
One is Herbert V. Akerberg, 
and Mefford R. Runyon, 
491 shares. 

Leaves Akerberg with 28 
1}and Runyon with 846 shares. 


shares 





—— 


LUX STUDS AIR 


badly in time sales was that the | 
rates . His argument | 


was that advertisers would have 
a higher regard for the station's 


effectiveness if the price were 
doubled. 
‘What that guy means,” wisee 


cracked a holdover from the pre- 


PIC NAMES 





vious regime, ‘is that the station | 
will get twice the money for the 
business that it doesn't do.’ 








Bankers Coming 


Around to Radio 


——— + 


Philadelphia, Aug. 27. 
The Land Title Bank & Trust Co., 
one of the most conservative institu- | 
tions in Philly, last week joined the | 
radio advertising parade. Officials! 
lof Land Title signed a contract for a| 
series of 15- minute shots on KYW & | 

i starting Sept. 9. The 
will plug the bank's loan | 





program 
ease 


Bankers in Philly have been wooed 
= radio by a series of goodwill 
stunts sponsored by KWY. For the | 
past year the station has featured a 
round-table discussion on banking | 
problems with executives of financial 
institutions allowed to go on the air 
gratis. Another angle that impressed 
the financial moguls was the ‘Esso 
Baby’ Stunt of last Jan. 1, in which 
the Esso Co, placed $5 in bank for 
every baby born on New Year's 
Day. 

There are now at least eight banks 
bankrolling programs regularly in 
local stations, Philly financial houses | 


/have had the reputation of being the 


most staid and the 


U. S. 


COLUMBIA PROFS QUIZ 
SHOW GOES COMMERCIAL 


‘Where Are You From * the WOR- 
Mutual quiz show with Dr. Henry} 
Lee Smith, Columbia professor, goes 
commercial beginning Oct. 2. plug- 
ging Mission Vita water for Mission 
Dry Corp. Deal set by 
agency is for 52 weeks. Wednesday 
night time remains the same. 

Currently heard over the network 
the series will air commercially only 
over WOR, but will probably be 


conservative in 


recorded in New York and re-broad- | 
spon- | 


cast on the Coast, where the 
sor also has distribution. It may 
also be aired over the other Mutual 
stations without the commercial an- 
nouncements, as is now done with 
Raymond Gram Swing’s series for 
White Owl cigar. ‘Where’ was orig- 
inated a couple of years ago by 

CNW, Brooklyn, as a 15-minute 
stanza, with WQXR, New York. later 
taking it and WOR subsequently ac- 
quiring it. 


CBS GETS 2 SERIALS 


General Foods 
‘Kate eel 


‘Portia Blake’ and 
Move from Spots 


Stations carrying the ‘Portia Blake’ 
and ‘Kate Hopkins’ serials on a spot 
| transcription basis for General Foods 
|have received their cancellation 
jnotices from Benton & Bowles, 
effective Sept. 27. Both scripts are 
| set to go CBS. 
| ‘Hopkins’ spot across the board, 
| Starting Sept. 30, will be 4.45-5 p.m., | 
| while ‘Blake’ moves into the 4-4.15| 
p.m. period Oct. 7. The first will 
plug Maxwell House and the other 
Post Toasties. | 





Chicago—Robert McGee added to 
sales staff of NBC-Blue here and) 
Frank O'Leary tc sales force of 
NBC-Red. McKee was _ for merly | 


with the Homer McKee agency in! 
Chicago, and O’Leary was on sales 
staff of Conde-Nast publications. 


| at least three screen 
! 
| ‘Manhattan Melodrama,’ 


| the new series on Sept. 8, are William 
| Powell, Myrna Loy and Don Ameche. 


| scripts. 
| mercials, 


the Maxon! 


Hollywood, Aug. 27, 
Lux Radio Theatre, taking a leaf 
from the films, will star-stud its casts 
during the 1940-41 air season, using 
name person- 
Set for 
which opens 


alities in each production. 


Slated for ‘Love Is News,’ second 
program, are Bob Hope, Madeleine 
Carroll and Ralph Bellamy. 
Sanford Barnett again directs for 
the J. Walter Thompson agency, 
while George Wells will write the 
Harry Kerr pens the com- 


liver, 


‘GANG BUSTERS 
SET BY SLOAN'S 


‘Gang Busters’ 


air this fall, 


will be back on the 


sor. Warwick & Legler has sold 
Sloan's Liniment on the idea of 
|; underwriting the cops-and-robbers 
show, It will be on the NBC-Blue in | 
a 9:30 p.m. period. 


Program had previously been con- | 
| fined to CBS and toward the end of | 


its run for Colgate-Palmolive-Peet 
was the target of much criticism 
from parents and teachers groups 
Its new time schedule is somewhat 
later than it had been in the past. 

Since the product is usually o&h for 
but 26 weeks, the agency urged that 
the account buy a show that has an 
established rating rather than go 
through the process of building one 
up. The price quoted for ‘Gang 
Busters’ is $3,000 a week. 


2 Radio Men Are 
The Only Casualties 
In Army Maneuvers 


Canton, N. Y., Aug. 27. 
Only two persons were injured 
| during a skirmish here last week in 
‘the U. S. army maneuvers. Both 


were more or less innocent bystand- 
ers—radio men covering the event. 

Casualties were CBS engineers Ed 
Laker of WJSV, Washingtou, and Sid 
Bergere of WABC, New York. Both 
injuries occurred while the men were 
riding on a truck. Laker was so en- 
grossed in his work that he forgot to 
duck for a low-hanging branch, and 
nearly bit off his tongue. Bergere 
fell off the moving truck. Army first 
aid unit thereby had its only activity 
of the maneuvers. 


! WTRY, Troy’ Co-Op 
Show Now Full Hour 


Troy, N. Y., Aug. 27. 
Kay Moser’s Matinees, on WTRY 
daily, which started as a half-hour 
program in the spring, has increased 





its number of participating accounts | 


until it now runs 60 minutes. Local 
advertisers had been the backbone, 
but nationals and regionals are now 
coming in. 


A new one is John Morrell & Co. 
(hams); another is United Baking 
'Co. of Schenectady. Hour of chat- 


ter and advertising is 
with transcribed music. 


interspersed 


which Mel Ruick will de- | 


but for a different spon- | 


Inside Stufl—Radio 


In réporting the listener rating (37.8) given by the Co-operative Analysis 
of Broadcasting on Wendell Willkie’s acceptance speech, Varurry in jast 
| week's issue added that the rating represented 21,000,000 radio homes. 
Latter figure, which likewise came from the CAB, was intended by ihe 
latter as an estimated projection of the rating, vhich, according to the 
CAB, would equal an audience of 21,000,000 ‘in the homes.’ This tendency 
| on the part of the CAB to convert the rating into actual listeners caused 
a eyebrow lifting in radio research circles. 

The estimated number of radio homes is around 29,000,000. In terms of 
homes the Willkie rating would represent somewhat over 11,000,000. The 
CAB figure assumes that not quite two persons listened to each of these 


sets, 








Newspapermen in the St. Louis area, who have secretly cherished an 
| ambition to do a news commentator stint over the air are getting a chance 
during the vacation of Harry Flannery, who does a nightly program over 
KMOX. Those who are serving during the first week of Flannery’s layoff 
are Louis LaCoss, member of the Globe-Deemocrat editorial staff: Tom 
Duffy, city editor of the East’St. Louis Journal; A. Bancroft Wells, of the 
Globe-Democrat news staff; Clarence Keller, managing editor of the Belle- 
ville, Ill., Advocate; Richard Everett, manager of the local bureau of 
Transradio Press; Darby Tally, of the editorial staff of the St. Charles, Mo. 
| Cosmos-Monitor, Another batch is being rounded up to pinchhit during 
' the second week. Marvel Cigarettes, through the Aitkin-Kynett Agency, 
sponsors Flannery’s quarter-hour program, 





Dave Garroway, KDKA, Pittsburgh, announcer and one of the town’s 
crack golfers, came close to grabbing off the Western Pennsylvania amae 
teur championship at the Pittsburgh Field Club last week. Garroway, 
one-time Missouri state champion but a comparatively unknown competi- 
tor in local ranks, pulled the biggest upset of the tournament when in 
the first round he eliminated Knox Young Jr., who won the Pennsylvania 
State amateur championship just a few weeks ago. Knox was one of the 
; pre-tourney picks, and Garroway’s win established him as an odds-on fave. 
However, in the semi-final round, Garroway ran into Steve Kovach, finale 
ist with Young in the Pa. State amateur, and dropped his match at the 
15th green, 





| 

| . atlas 

| Daily broadcast schedules of international short-wave programs from 
| Germany are now being distributed by mail by the German Library of 
Information, N. Y., an official Nazi propaganda agency in the U. 
ules are sent free ‘upon request.’ 

Single-page schedule carries programs for a 10-day period and lists the 
wave-lengths, regular broadcast hours and general classifications of pre- 
_ grams of ail Reich short-wavers, plus_a list of program titles by davs. 
| Angle of the hand-out is the attempt to build up ‘Lord Haw Haw,’ Nazi 
propaganda broadcaster who is given a special bold-face listing, and the 

| way a number of the ‘entertainment’ programs are titled to give them en 

American show biz sound. Schedule itself is tabbed ‘Germany Calling.’ 


S. Sched- 


Just as her characterization on ‘Easy Aces’ (NBC-blue) has started to 
garner much listener comment, Ann Thomas will have to be written out 
of the script while the legjt show, ‘Bangtails,’ is getting an out-of-town try. 
Show is in Atlantic City this week. Goodman Ace got a letter from 4 
Brooklyn druggist last week stating that if the dame with the Brock- 
lynese accent wasn't kept on the program the druggist would stop selling 
the product (Anacin). 

in Canadian dailies has reached vanishing point. 


U. S. hotel advertising 


Same applies to spot announcements over radio, Due to government ree 
strictions on pleasure trips to States, hetels south of the border figure ad- 
vertising would not do a full-time job at the present time. 

Advertising agency men here contend, however, that U. hotel advere 


| tising will reappear in Canadian periodicals to some Paces when 1 
comes apparent that considerable volume is still te be expected from 
Canadians going across the border on business, 
| - . 
Rep. John D. Dingell, Democrat, of Michigan, has introduced a bill whi 
| would set aside Aug. 26 cf each year as ‘National Radio Day.” Legislati 
calls for a proclamation by the President, designating Aug. 26 as a speécia 
‘radio day’ and ‘calling upon officials of the Government to display t) 
flag of the United States on all Government buildings on that day, and 
viting the people cf the United States to observe the day with appropriat 
ceremonies.’ 


oe- 
tnose 


Lenox Lohr’s volume, “Television Broadcasting’ (McGraw-Hill, $3.50) i¢ 
an extremely lucid primer in the mechanics, the art and the problems of 
the new medium. During Lohr’s tenure as NBC president most of thé 
spade werk of experimentation, at least in programs, was inaugurated 


CLAPP’S BABY 
FOOD TO NBC 


SCOOP COMES TRUE 


Albert Warner Predicted Hopkins’ 
Resignation from Cabinet 


Washington, Aug. 27. 
Announcement by the White House 
Saturday (24) of the resignation of 
Harry Hopkins as Secretary of Com- 
merce confirmed an exclusive pre- 
| diction made Aug. 9 by Albert War- 
ner, CBS Washington correspondent, 
Broadcaster had obtained the inside 
info from friends of the secretary. 
Number of papers picked up 
Warner prediction at the time, 
ing him credit. 


‘MARKS LEVINE ILL; 
GEORGE ENGELS SUBS 


Clapp’s Baby Food will make i 
bow as a network customer this fel) 
through the Young & Rubicam 
agency. It’s bought the 4-4:15 pom. 
strip on the NBC, Monday 
Friday, for a_ serial, 
Mine.’ 

Y & R obtained clearance of the 
title from Chappell & Co., pul 
and copyright owners of the s« 
that name, 


throu 
the ‘Mother y 


giv- 


eners 


g of 


Clapp’s is owned by Americar 
Home Products and had hereiofore 
confined itself to spot broadcasting 





Marks Levine, head of the concert 
division of NBC Artists Service, has 
taken a three-months leave of ab- 
sence because of ill health. 

George Engles, NBC vice-president 
takes over. 


WOV’s 


Noble Plus Templeton 
Qn Alka-Seltzer Show 


| Chesterfield is looking around fcr 
,;another show and among thcse in 


Pro Tem OK 





which the’ cig account has shown 

WOV, New York, which has filed | , some interest is ‘Professor Quiz.’ now 

japplication with the FCC for a per- | on CBS for Teel (Procter & Gans 
manent 1,000-watt FM transmitter to | ble). 

be operated simultaneously with the | Impression around the trade 's 

regular 10,000-watt AM transmitter, | that Chesterfield has begun io scout 


|has received a temporary permit for | the field for available material #s 
a portable FM transmitter. | substitutes for its current band pro- 

Robert E. Study, the station’s chief | grams (Fred Waring and Glenn Miil- 
| engineer, starts next week to use the | er) in the event the networks fai! 1¢ 
{temporary equipment to locate the | renew their contracts with the Ame*+ 
best site for the permanent trans- ican Society of Composers, Author? 
mitter, ‘and Publishers, 
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Graduating Salaries Don't Hold 





Talent agents have come to the 


conclusion that & is futile to enter 


into contracts that provide for a graduating increase of salary based 
on the number of stations added to the commercial hookup. Invarte 
ably, they have found, the augmented stations reached such propor- 
tions that the client or ad agencies insist that the original contract 
with the talent be torn up and another, based on a flat salary, be sub- 


stituted. 
Classie case cited in this regard 
a Chicago agency last season, 


is that which involved a comie and 


The comic agreed to take considerably 


less than his previous salary when the agency stipulated that he was to 
receive 25% of the time rate on every station added above the orig- 
inal hookup of 11 stations, and in no instance was this par station clip 


to be less than $25. In quick time the hookup went to 52 stations. 


The 


comic’s agent was immediately informed that the contract in effect 
would have to be called off and another, providing for a flat salary, 


accepted in its place, 
the contract had been proposed by 


The agent protested that the original terms of 


the client and agencies themselves, 


but the agency’s new proposition was accepted any way. 











Mail Puller’ Coin 
Makes Chi Mecca 
For Station Me 


Chicago will become an important | 





HELEN HAYES TEES OFF 
” FOR LIPTON’S SEPT. 29 


| Helen Hayes’ deal with Lipton’s 
| Tea, via Young & Rubicam, has been 
| signed and the half-hour dramatiza- 
| tion starts over CBS Sept. 29 on a 
Sunday night at 8 p.m. schedule. 
| Playiets will becondensations of past 
| performances, books, 
originals, 
| Terese Lewis, 


pictures and | 


+ 





CANTOR 
EAGEPTION 


EDDIE 
LONE 


Variety Shows Just as Nu- 
merous, While News and 
Commentators Continue 


Upswing —Quiz Sh Ow 5, the Gene Autry Melody Ranch show 


Almost Numerically Same 
as Last Season 


—) 


DRAMATIC TREND 4 





Types of network commercial pro- 
grams at the opening of this season 


| will fall within about the same pro- 


| 





portions that prevailed for the Sep- 
|tember to January period last year. 
No new standout personalities are 
scheduled. Only one of this classifi- 
cation who wasn’t one last season is | 
Eddie Cantor (Texaco). 

Variety shows dominated by name’ 
comics will be just as mumerous. | 
News and news commentators con-| 
tinue on the upbeat as articles of | 
network commerce, while the notice- | 


script editor for able trend, if any, seems to be in| 


mecca for lots of station men from | | Young & Rubicam for the past five|the direction of more half-hour dra-, 
atl over the country Sept. 16, when | years, has resigned to do freelance Matic shows. 


the major ‘mail puller’ accounts are 
slated to dish out their contract for 
the 1940-41 season. 
tracts are to take effect Sept. 30. 
Tha expenditure of this group for 
time and 


009. The ‘mail pullers’ operate on a 
gort of cooperative basis when it 
tomes to picking time. They are also 
reported as functioning under an 
unwritten code and are given to ex- 
changing information so that they all 
knew pretty well what stations can 
be depended on to deliver. 

Among the ‘mail puller’ accounts 
that will be involved in the 
tract distribution Sept. 8 are Peruna, 
Kolorbak, Acidine, Olsen Rug, Paul 


McCoy’s Cod Liver Oil Tablets, 
Sterling Insurance, Service Insur- 
arcé Stewart’s (Medicine) 


Mantle ep Corp. of America. 


WCAU, AMERICAN LEGION 
CO-PONSOR PATRIOTISM 


Philadelphia, Aug. 
next week will inaugurate 
of patriotic programs 
d by the Penfisylvania Dept 
of the American Legion titled ‘Of 
Stars and Stripes.’ The show will 
be written and produced by Joseph 
Gottlieb, writer on CBS Workshop, 
and will include historic playlets 
patriotic music by the house band 
and speeches civic and military 
Officials. 

To plug the broadcast the station 
Is distributing 100,000 window stick- 


7 


at. 
WCAU 
a serie 
sponsore 


$s co- 


by 


ers with the lyrics to the national 
anthem. Dr. Leon Levy, WCAU 
prexy, said he got the idea for the 


program after a survey showed that 
Only seven out of 100 persons who 
passed the studio each day knew the 
words to the ‘Star vada gled Banner.’ 


Chuett- Peabody Mulls 


A Network Commercial 


Young & Rubicam is making a net- 
work show presentation this week to 
Cluett & Peabody, the Arrow shirts 
and cellar firm. 

Account has in recent years limited 
itself to spot broadcasting, using par- 
ticipation shows and home economics, 
Or style expert personalities. 





Sizer Quits’ Ayer 





Lawrence Sizer has quit N. W. 
Ayer’s radio department in New 
York to become retail advertising 


manager for Marshall Field & Co 
Chicago, 


Sizer originally came from the oI 


* tail feild. 


and | 


. in 


writing. 
Her first job will be that of col- 


for Lipton Tea. 


The quiz program wiil numerically 


lbe about where it was at the opening 


All these con- | laborator on the Helen Hayes series Phase of last season. 
| 


A few intro- 
(Continued on pafe 38) 


‘ 





local talent last season | 
figure between $2,750,000 and $3,000,- | 


con- | 


|; ness manager 
, department. 


/and had been 








‘American Bar Assn. to Urge Public 
Prevent Govt Control of Radio 





| Wrigley Renews Autry 


Hollywood, Aug. 27, 
Wrigley’s has’ lifted Its option on 


for another 13 weeks over CBS, 
which carries it through to the first 
of the year. 


J. Walter Thompson agency set the 
eal. 





FITCH QUITS NBC: WILL 
GO WITH LENOX LOHR 


Walter Fitch has resigned as busi- 
of the NBC program 
He had been brought 





|}into the organization by the net- 


work's former prez, Lenox R. Lohr. 

It is understood that Fitch will join 
Lohr in the latter’s new connection 
as head of the Chicago Museum of 
Science and Industry. 

There will be no replacement in 
the spot that Fitch has vacated. An- 
other Lohr man whe has handed in 
his resignation is Paul Massman. He | 
was on the Blue network sales staff | 
with NBC for two | 
years. 


Sponsored P ’ Starting Dat 
(* Indicates new show or change of sponsor; ** indicates switch in product; + indicates change in spot) 
ACCOUNT TIME and NETWORK PROGRAM 
SEPTEMBER I 
Chase S&& Sanborm.cecccecccccccce ... Sun; 8-8:30 p.m.—NBC Red...... Chase & Sanborn Hour—Edgar Ber- 
gen and Charlie McCarthy, Donald 
Dickson, Robert Armbruster’s Orch, 
Andrew Jergens Company..........Sun; 9-9:15 p.m.—NBC OS eee ‘Jergens Journal with Walter Win- 
(Woodbury Soap) chell’-—news comment, 
SEPTEMBER 2 
American Economie Foundatioa.....M; 9-10 p.m.—special hookup....... *Wake Up America!’—question-a- 
minute forum, 
SEPTEMBER 3 
General Foods (Sanka)....... gieeee Ti: 9-030 Di ok cc cicceeeens ‘We the People.’ 
Campana ceccoccceccecccccs jseeees TF: 8:90-6:55 D.C ik os ccc cvneess ‘First Nighter.’ 
SEPTEMBER 4 
Alka Seltzer. ccoccoccccccccescoccccs W, 8-8:30 p.m—NBC Blue. .....6000: +‘Quiz Kids.’ 
SEPTEMBER 3 
General Foods (Maxwell House)....Th; 8-8:30 p.m.—NBC Red ‘Good News'—Dick Powell, M.C.; 
Fanny (Baby Snooks) Brice, Han- 
ley Stafford, Mary Martin, Mere- 
lith Willson’s Orch., Don Wilson, 
announcer, 
SEPTEMBER 6 
Miles Laboratories, In@.,.......s008. F; 7:30-8 p.m.—NBC Red ‘Alec Templeton Time’—Alee Tem- 
(Alka Seltzer) pletion, Pat O'Malley, Ray Noble, 
cho 1 
Acme White Lead and Color Works. .Sat; 11:45-12 noon—NBC Red .... Smilin’ Ed McConnell’—songs 
(Paint and Lin-X) 
SEPTEMBER 9 
Lever Brothers (Lux)...cccsscceees M: 9-10 p.m.—CBS .Lux Radio Theatre.’ 
J BD. Witlisit COiccccvddcsccvciets M; 8:30-9 p.m.—NBC Blue........... ‘True or False’—quiz program con- 
(Glider & Williams Shaving ted by Dr. Harry Hagen 
Cream) 
SEPTEMBER 190 
American Safety Razor Company...Tu-Th; 8-8:15 p.m Mutual *Wvythe Williams 
SEPTEMBER 12 
Chrysler Corp. .ccsccccccccevcsscces Th; 9-10 p.m.—CBS ‘Major Bowes Amateur Hour.’ 
. SEPTEMBER 13 
a ee ret en F- 10-10:30 p.m CBS Ripley ‘Bel e [t or Not.’ 
SEPTEMBER 15 
Modern Food Process Co Su ) 30 p.m NBC BI O}] ) Santoro 12-yr.-old boy 
(Thrivo Dog Food) yodeler 
SEPTEMBER 16 
Procter & Gamble (Teel).......5.- M: 8-8:30 p.n CBS **Those We Love 
SEPTEMBER 2¢ 
General Foods. .ccccocesceses .F; 8-8:55 p.m.—CBS.. Kate Smith Hout 
SEPTEMBER 21 
Procter & Gamble (Drene) .. Sat; 8-8:30 p.m—NBC Red ***Knickerbocker Playhouse.’ 
SEPTEMBER 23 
American Home Products........... M thru F; 12:30-1 p.m.—CBS ‘Romance of Helen Trent.” ‘Our Gal 


Brown 
SUGEBY sa vcsoves 


Pepsodent Company 
(Toothpaste and Toothpowder ) 


eeeereereeeee 


ae ees errs ee eeseeee 


M thru F; 6:30-6:45 p.m—CBS 

M thru F; 9:45-10 a.m.—CBS 
SEPTEMBER 214 

Tu; 10-10:30 p.m—NBC Red 


SEPTEMBER 23 


.. Variety program featuring Bots 'lone 


Sunday.’ 


..Paul Sullivan—News 
. Bachelor s Children.’ 


Skinnay Ennis 


Pet Milk... ccccccccccscccescvccsess Sat; 9:45-10:15 p.m.—CBS ‘Saturday Night Serenade. 
SEPTEMBER 29 

International Silver.... ..S5un; 6-6:30 p.m.—CBS.... .. Silver Theatre.” 

i A et iteceesee es ..5un; 9-9:10 pm.—CBS. .Andre Kostelanetz and Lily Pons. 

Bowey'S wccccccccccees ...-Sun; 11:05-11:30 am.—CBS ‘News & Rhythm.” 


(Continued on pafe 33) 


| 
| companies to secure the kind of pro- 
lh 


jerence felt, 
ow that 


|order for a proper condition 
|ance be achieved 











| 
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| WIP as the Philly 


Philadelphia, Aug. 27. 
| The American Bar Assn., 


at its 
annual meeting in Philly which 
Starts Sept. 9, will urge the general 


publie to exert pressure on radio 


grams it wants in order to prevent 


broadcasting from falling under 
|Government control, 
The association’s committee on 


communications made its report pub- 
lic yesterday (Mon.) in a brief. The 


| group did not indicate just how the 


general public could make its pref- 
but indicated the be- 
‘Government is to be kept 
out of actual management of radio 
programs’ only if the breadcasting 
| companies, guided by public opinion, 
| maintain public confidence. 

‘Citizens must realize that, in 
of bal- 
and maintained,’ 
said the report, ‘they themselves 
have to be alert, because no one 
of the three great influences which 
mould our radio service is in posi- 


ition to be wholly disinterested— 


neither the 

groups, nor the 
stations and networks, 
Government, agencies.’ 


Weber Looks Out 
For MBS; Nixes 2 
NBC Series Bids 


so-called pressure 
proprietors of the 
nor even the 


Mutual last week rejected. the bid 
of WFIL, Philadelphia, NBC-biue 
affiliate, as local release for the 
Gillette - sponsored World Series 
games this October and designated 
outlet for these 


broadcasts Also turned down was 
| WBAL, Baltimore, another NBC- 
blue affiliate, with the contract for 
the games going to WCBM, 250- 
watter in the same town. 

Fred Weber, Mutual general man- 
ager, in a a with station man- 
ager last wee jeclared that it 
would be Mutu 1 3 policy to place the 
series first with th se stations ine 
terested in building Mutual. The 
series would then, he added, be as- 
signed to outlets in areas where 
there are no regular Mutual affiliates, 
The Gillette station list for the series 
vill total 172 outlets, and this is ex- 
clusive of Canada 

Reger Clipp, WFIL manager, made 
the plea for the games in behalf of 

tation 


| for Cincinnati 
| . 
but is 


CHERNIAVSKY’S DOUBLE 
THREAT; 2 SHOW IDEAS 


Josef Cherniavsky, musical direc- 
tor of WLW, Cincinnati, has taken 
an extended leave of absence from 
the station to place his original 
musical show, ‘My Lucky Break,’ on 

ie market It was heard ver 
Mutual about a year ago, being sub- 
sequently discontinued William 
Morris office agenting it 

Cherniavsky its also irying to ob- 
tain backing for his legit musical, 
The Golden Rooster Foolies’ (sic), 
which he describes as a satire on the 
various ‘Follies’ and similar tune- 
|and-girl shows. He left New York 


last night (Tuesday), 
due back next week 


ADAMS ON WOR 


| Hans Christian Adams, former 
| civilian assistant to the Undersecree 
itary of War in charge of aviation, 
jis the new aviation expert for 
| WOR- Mutual, replacing Charles 
| Kerwood. He will be heard alter- 
nate Wednesdays at 10:20-10:30 p.m. 
| New spieler is assistant to the 


| president of the Museum of Natural 
| History, N. ¥., and as such has had 
considerable mike experience, much 


of it over WOR 
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TABLE OF CONTENTS: 
RADIO AND SALES 


A complete synopsis and theory of radio sales 
effectiveness measurements, by Archibald M, 
Crossley; with 36 charts on sales measurements, 


ADVERTISING AGENCIES 


Network Billings to Agencies; 1,000 Network, Spot 
and Regional Sponsors. 

Complete Details on all Major Advertising 
Agencies. 





OUT 
THIS 
WEEK! 


The 1940-1941 VARIETY RADIO DIRECTORY, the encyclo- 
pedia of the radio industry, is ready for distribution this week. 





You'll want this gold mine of radio information at once, so 
order your copy today from the nearest Variety office or use 
the coupon below. 


Don’t miss the year’s most important article on research: 


“Radio and Sales’ 


a study of radio sales effectiveness measurements, together 
with a portfolio of 36 charts showing the results, Compiled 
especially for the Directory by Archibald M. Crossley, president 
of Crossley, Inc., this article is typical of the leadership and 


completeness of the “book with all the answers”. 
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RADIO MARKETS 








RECORD FALL 
FORESEEN IN 
CINCY 


Cincinnati, 





Aug. 27. 





With time sales on the rebound, 
Cincy broadcasters are freely pre- 
dicting best-ever fall schedules. Lo- | 


eal units enjoyed a high-striker up- 


s last week with the opening of | 
—- : ¥ | First of these new shows, 


the 14-day annual Food Show at the 
Zoo. Event is 
tended of the year, with hundreds of 
displays by food and home appliance 


Cincys biggest at- | 


firms, plus free samples and a cook- | 


ing schocl that draws 30,000 house- 
wives and offers baskets of groceries 
and major electric appliances as at- 
tendance awards. Start of 16-day 
racing 


| Monday 


meet at River Downs also' 


paved way for some added accounts. | 

WSAI last week began a series of | 
gix-a-week quarter-hour Big Nick | 
transcribed programs for the White | 


Ice Cream Company, to run 13 
weeks. Account through the South- 
ern Advertising agency, Louisville. 
Other new business for this station 
included Rubel Baking Co., 15 mins. 
a day during Food Show, sports quiz 
by Dick Bray, through Frederick W. 
Ziv agency, local; Quarrie Corp, and 
John D. Scott water heater, an- 
nouncements during Food Show; 
Coal Exposition, spots through Food 
Show; Derby Foods, Inc., through 
Stack Globe agency, Chicago, one an- 
nouncement daily for 26 days: Hazel 
Atlas Glass Co., Wheeling, W. Va., 
one announcement daily for two 
weeks; H. & S. Pogue Co., depart- | 
ment store, three “roaue Fol.| 
Gaily for two weeks; Antonio Pal- | 
jazollo~& Co. one wrecnmanace! 
daily for 52 weeks. 

WKRC 
Company, 


through the Ralph H. 





| Wythe Williams, 


Natl. Spot Up 6%, Balto; 
WBAL Wooing F armers 


Baitimore, Aug. 2 
No noticeable change in general 
setup here with figures rather static. 
All stations reaching out for 

expected after Labor Day. 
Going after rural following 
reach of its signal, 
pointed John A. Zufall 
Johnny’), farm program director. 
Well known in adjacent agricultural 
sections via his airings and personal 


| appearances of his hillbilly vocal and 


instrumental group, ‘Happy Johnny 
and His Gang,’ Zufall will inaugu- 
rate a series of new programs of in- 
terest to the farmer and his family. 
‘Breakfast 
on the Farm,’ featuring typical mu- 
sic, guest talent, news, information 
and transcribed interviews with 
farmers in the vicinity, will start 
(2) and will utilize weekly 
strip from 6 to 6:45 a.m. Survey be- 


DEFENSE COIN 


+ 
| 
= 


spurt 





| 


ing conducted to determine type of | 


additional program planned to start 


Sept. 30. | 
WCAO: Goodyear Tire & Rubber | 
Co., through N. W. Ayer, 


ly chain breaks; Buick Motors, 
nouncements, via Arthur Kudner, 


26 an- | fits from war orders, 


DETROIT, SEATTLE 
aT WAR M 





i 
In 
WBAL has ap- |! 
(‘Happy 


Radio’s Biggest Year Also 


Helped by ‘Political Coin’ 
and General Business Rise’ 


—Web Contracts Strong 





DEPT. STORES 


Although 
complaining that the current upturn | 
in the U. S. economic barometer is 
| largely confined to the durable goods 
industries, radio has no such squawk 
coming. 
ceived by Variety this week shows 


that at least two cities—Seattle and | 
eight week- | Detroit—are reaping indirect bene- 


and that this 
durable-goods type of contract is fil- 


WCBM: New Mutual program of | tering benefits right down the line to 


commentator, 
min, Tuesday 
American Razor Co. 


Aug. 24 Compared to Aug. 17 | | 





Network _ Local National Total | 
Units Units Spot Units Units 
7,135 4,485 2,147 13,767 
7,100 4,585 2,028 13,709 

4+-0.5% —2.1% +6% +0.4% 

(Included: WBA, WCAO, WCBM, WFBR) 





15 | the 
and Thursday for | throws the coin into radio’s lap. 


KHJ IN LEAD 


signed the Carter na 


Jones agency, Cincy, for the Sunday | 


night half-hour Hermits Cave mys- 


tery serial, originating on WJR, De- | 


troit, for 26 weeks. 


Also the Town- | 


send-West Dairy Co. and the Dorsel | 


Flour Co., local, 
programs from the 
cooking school (accounts through the 
) wee Bunker and Harry M. Miller | 


agencies, Cincy); Falls City Brewing | | bing off several fat contracts. 


Cc 0., 
min. program daily from River 
Downs race track; Hollywood Beauty 
Shop and Burger-Lowenthal, Inc., 
furriers, two and five minutes of an- 


Louisville, one 10 and one 15- | 


for daily 15-min. | 
Food Show’s'| 


AS LA. BIZ 
DIP ENDS 


Los Angeles, Aug. 27. 
Sales promotion forces of rival sta- 
tions cast envious eyes in the direc- 
tion of KHJ, which last week stepped 
out and stirred business out of the 


slump that hit it a month ago, grab- | 

Other 
outfits, however, continued in the 
'doldrums, still hopeful that better 


nouncements weekly on the station’s | 


Woman's Hour series; Townsend- 
West Dairy, nine minutes weekly on 
the Ec onomy Kitchen series; F. Koeh- 
ler Mfg. Co., on nasal filters for hay 
fever sufferers, five announcements 
weekly; 25 one-min. transcribed an- 
nouncements weekly for Friday 
Magazine, through H. C. 
a x. Ye 

WCPO is making six announce- 

ments daily for Hudson dealers of 
Gre ater Cincy on their 1941 models 


[ Aug. 24 Compared t to Aug. iz | 


Morris & | 


conditions are ahead 

KFI: Goodyear Tire & Rubber, 
through N. W. Ayer & Son, Inc., 
seven announcements: Smart & Final 
Co., through Heintz Pickering & Co., 
39 15-min. 
ray Talks It Over). 

KECA: Hommand Organ Studios, 

one-min, transcriptions; Ellis E 
Patterson campaign, through United 
Advertising agency, one 15-min, talk 
and 15 announcements. 

KNX: National Funding Corp., 
through Smith & Bull, Inc., 208 five- 
min. newscasts; United Bakeries, 
through Leon Livingston Adv. 
agency, 10 time signals; Alaska Pa- 
cific Salmon Co., through J, William 


52 


local retailer who, in turn, 
If Seattle and Detroit are repre- 
sentative of other industrial centers, 
and there is no reason why they 
shouldn't be, then the broadcasters 
will no doubt reap a heavy local har- 
vest this autumn, thanks to Hitler. 
Political biz is, of course, also 
strong on the local horizon. But that 
is a normal expectation in a major 
election year, and the broadcasters’ 
pulse is no longer being quickened 
by orders of this type. 

More significant than the political 
haul is a steady—if still weak—influx 
'of department store accounts this 
| fall. New York broke the depart- 
ment store ranks several weeks ago. 
| This week both Denver and San 
Francisco bob up with more 
ment store coin. 
Co. gave KFEL 
announcements 
years, Meantime, 
Bros. store staged its annual shirt- 
sale campaign and used KSFO to the 


participating 
day for two 


seven 
per 


ONLY 


Batch of biz reports re-| 


depart- | 
In Denver the May | 


in Frisco, the Hale | 


HYPOS SPO 








mens 


Autos, Notably Buick, Giving 


N.Y. Spot Biz Terrific Boost 





Columbia, Ss. €. 
WIS gets Ballentine Pac king back | fication. 


'Ballentine’s Classy 
Pigs Back on S.C. Air 


Aug. 27. 


Although the 
|ness elsewhere in the U. S. has 
lately been in the local category 
(abetted by political aspirants), New 
| York City is making its greatest 
| headway in the national spot classi- 
A little political stuf is 


bulk of new busi- 


on the station Tuesday (3) after a, coming in, but it doesn’t add up to 


It will be 
cratic Pigs’ 


the 





two months vacation for the account. | much, 
‘Ballentine 
again. 


Aristo- 


Royal Crown Musical Quiz winds 


many businessmen are|UP a 13-week cycle tomorrow 


(28), | 


Allyn Corris conducted the program. 


store armor. 





ried on through 


ted enthusiastic le 


etter 


San Francisco, 

Rush of political 

chinks in station skeds this week, lo- 
cal elections coming up today (27). 

KSFO brightened 


accounts 


its 


Drake 
‘Housewives Protective League’ 


POLITICS - DEPT. 
STORE AID 
FRISCO 


———_—— 


Aug, 27. 


corner by| 


finding another chink in department 
Exclusive 
campaign for Hale Bros. 
Galen 


shirt-sale 
stores car- 


net- 


from the firm 


agreeing that although 


| 
| always clicks, 
plugging sent st 


stores in S. F., Sa 


and Stockton faste 


KFRC 
nection 
convention, 
guard for 
chandising 


with an 


page 


urts 
n Jo 


ou 


whic 


se. 


while NBC 
participation 
th 


grocers 
led the van- 
in a mer-| 
will appear. 


annual event 
this year’s radio-only 
out of 
Sacramento 
r than ever 
is cooking 


Hale 


before. 


up stunts in con- 
tlying 


Wednesdays in the News (S-H) start- 


ing Sept. 4. 


Local radio personalities 


exclusion of the printed media. Re-/ will be pictured in ads endorsing 
sults, as reported after the sale, in-| various products. Stunt will be in- 
| dicate that the event was a notable/| teresting check on popularity of 
success, | various performers, each merchant 

Web biz is still riding its summer | designating the air fave he wants to 
keel, which means a relatively low] boost his merchandise. NBC atti- 
level. But fall contracts are being | tude that gesture places mikesters on 
passed around, and, like all other} par with screen luminaries who plug 


programs (Johnny Mur- | 


| passed, 


Sheets, 312 participations in Fletcher | 


i 

| Wiley combination; S. G. Martinelli | 
|& Co., through Brisacher, Davis & 
| Staff, 36 participations in Fletcher 


Network ‘Local ~ National Total 
Units Units Spot Units Units 
4.410 8,871 5,339 18,620 
4,485 8,163 5,332 17,980 | 

—1.6%, 18.6% $-0.1% +-3.6% 

(Included* WCPO, WKRC, WLW, WSAL 


For the Ladies’ Back 
In Mpls. via Records 


Minneapolis, Aug. 27. 

_Mary Proal Lindeke’s five-a-week 
‘For the Ladies’ series returned to 
the air over WTCN, Minneapolis-St 
Paul yesterday (Monday), but with 
Miss Lindeke present only through 
recordings. First five programs are 
transcribed interviews she had 
New York during the summer with 
Ilka Chase, Joan Blaine, Carmel 
Snow, Ferde Grofe and Jessica Drag- 
onette. 

Series, a 15-minute stanza, 
originally conducted by Lady Sylvia 
Dawes, a British local resident. Upon 
her death, her daughter, Sylvia, took 
over and continued until last season, 
When she 
drive an ambulance. 
replaced her, 
the series has been bankrolled by | 
Minnesota Federal Savings and Loan 
Assn. Luther Weaver & Associates 
is the agency, 


Miss Lindeke 


in 


was 


returned to England to} 


This is the third year | 


Wiley combination; State Agricul- | 
tural Society, two 100-word an-'| 


nouncements; McCloskey 

Co., through Heintz Pickering & Co 

24 participations in Sunrise Salute 
(C ontinued on page 36) 


Varnish | 


forms of radio advertising, indicate a 
huge upbeat is in store for the cool 
season, 


DETROIT GIRDS FOR WA 
ORDERS: UPSWING DUE «2 


~ Detroit Aug. 27. 

Radio biz still at a standstill here, 
although all classifications except na- 
tional spot show a slight gain. An- 
other week or two, with Labor 
boys expect sales to shoot 
skyward in view of heavy National 
Defense work being done here- 
abouts, 


Network Local National Total 
Units Units Spot Units Units 
7,367 10,660 4,652 22,679) 
7,225 10,570 4,663 22,460 | 
1.9% 10.8% 0.2 + 0.9% | 

in led CKILW WIBK WIR, WMBt 
WWI WNYZ) 


Day | 


~ Aug. 24 Compared to Aug. 17 | | 


|commodities broke down 


initial re- 


sistance to plan in some quarters 


KROW: Hallmark Soap, through 
Tomaschke-Elliott, five participa- | 
tions weekly in ‘Friendly Home- 
| maker,” four weeks; Blumert Paint 

. direct, three spots veekly; 
Remar Baking, through Garfinkel, 
| five quarter-hours weekly, 26 weeks; 
| Blue Ribbon Books, through North- 
| west, six five-min. ET’s weekly, two 
weeks; Gardner Nursery, through 
| Northwest, six five-min. ET’s weekly, 
|two weeks; Jackson Furniture (for 
Philcos), direct, 12 one-min. ET's 


weekly, two weeks; Standard Bever- 


lages (Par-T-Pak), through Emil 
| Reinhart, 35-word news flashes 70 
times weekly, 52-weeks. 
Aug. 24 Compared to. Aug. 17 
Network Local National Total 
| Units Units Spot Units Units 
8,655 4,402 1,998 15,055 
"3.460 4,737 2.273 15,470 
+3.% 7% 12% 26 
(Included KFR¢ KGO KIS , 
KSrO> 


THREE MON SH TREND OF STATION BUSINESS | 


filled | 


and | 





All Markets Regularly Reported by ‘Variety’ 
NATIONAL SPOT LOCAL NETWORK TOTALS 

Week Ending Units Week Ending Units Week Ending Units Week Ending Units 

June 8_._. 61,153] } June 8_... 89,536] ]} June 8___. 93,339] ]} June 8___ 244,028 
June 15... - 62,101 June 15__.. 89,130 J | June 15___. 93,619 Tf June 15___ 244,850 
June 22.... 62,595 || June 22_... 89,996 I] June 22____ 94,666 |] June 22. __ 247,227 
June 29___. 62,145 |] June 29__.. 90,375 J] June 29... 90,034] ] June 29___ 242,554 
July 6.... 61,217] } July 6.... 89,334] 7 July 6.-.. 92,641 fp duly 6... 243,222 
July 13.... 62,054 Jf July 13.... 90,015 |] July 13_... 89,9294] July 13... 241,998 
July 20... . 60,556 }} July 20.-.. 88,582] ] July 20_-.. 85,031 JJ July 20... 234,169 
July 27... 56,646 J} July 27... 87,309] ] July 27.... 87,240} July 27... 231,195 
Aug. 3..-.-. 56,588 Aug. 3.... 87,745] ] Aug. 3.... 87,756] ] Aug. 3... 232,089 
Aug. 10_._.. 54,599 | | Aug. 10. __- 86,1471] Aug. 10... - 87,387 |] Aug. 10. _ . 228,133 
Aug. 17_.._. 53,957 ff Aug. 17... . 86,836] § Aug. 17__.. 87,487] | Aug. 17. __ 228,280 
Aug. 24__-. 53,656] ] Aug. 24... . 88,330] | Aug. 24.... 87,711 ] | Aug. 24___ 229,697 























It’s the motor makers and 
distributors — notably Buick — who 
| came through in the past couple 0f 
days to give the national spot pic- 


ture some autumn hues. The Gen- 


‘eral Motors subsidiary is releasing 
a spot schedule, and three of the 
|Gotham outlets report that the 


Kudner agency put them on the list. 

WHN: A. Schreter & Sons, Inc 
(neckties), 52 weeks of station breaks 
through Bermingham, Castleman & 
Pierce; B. C. Remedy, 52 weeks of 
one-minute participating announce- 


ments daily through Charles W. 
Hoyt; Friday Magazine, 18 partici- 


pating announcements weekly for . 
| month through C. Morris; Buick, 

station-break announcements ae 
| Arthur Kudner; Hudson Motor Deal- 
lers, 13 weeks of participating an- 
‘nouncements daily through Bren- 
allen Co.; Jean Jordeau (Zip), nine- 
| day station break campaign through 
‘James R. Flanagan; Roxy Theatre, 
|; one-week announcement campaign 
|} on the film ‘Young People’ through 
| Kayton-Spiero; Old Country Trotting 
Assn. (harness racing). six weeks of 
| three-a-day announcements through 

(Canes on page 36) 


K. C. BIZ AT Low EBB, 
BUT FALL LOOKS G00D 


Aug. 27 


the week 


per Cc ity, 
Biz still on the skids fo 
but outlook improved. Wiil be fev 
weeks, however, before contracts for 
fall ‘show up on reports. Political 
money being assigned rapidly and 
expected parties will be good source 
of revenue before November count- 
ing day. This expected to be of spe- 
| cial benefit to smaller stations which 
have the local time available 


Network biz is at its lowest ebb of 
year and looks to remain so for a 
few weeks. 

KCMO: Sweeney Aviation School 
six 15-min. newscasts weekly for 26 
weeks, placed direct; Sight Brothers 
Chev. Co., announcement daily for 
52 weeks, placed direct Revent 
Amusement Co. (Regent Theatre) 
three 15-min. piano program kK] 
for 13 weeks, placed direct 

Aug. 24 Compared to Aug. 17 | 
Network Local National Total 

Units Units Spot Units Units 

5,690 4.679 6,576 16,945 

6,260 4.839 6,814 17,913 

9.1% —3.3% —3.4% >.5 
(included: KCKN, KOCMO. KITE, KMES 

WHREB) 


WDAF, 


KFEL, Denver, Gets 
Big Religious Contract 


Denver, Aug. 27 
Religious program sale to the Rev 


Harvey H. Springer of the Er 
¥o00d Baptist Tabernacle (q 

uur daily for nine months) by 

, topped the sales foi 

ect of business for a ) 
ments and chain breaks. 

KFEL: May Co. Department 
seven participating announcen 
daily, two years. Knox Co., ¢ : 
through Allen C. Smith agency, three 


announcements daily, six months 





KLZ: Hugh M. Woods Merc. Co., 
Six announcements weekly, one year. 
Mrs. Tucker’s Shortening, through 
Crook Agency, 52 chain _ breaks. 

* Hilex Co., through McCord agency, 
26 one-minute_spots. 

KOA: Gamble Stores, through Bate 
ten, Barton, Durstine & Osborn 
agency, four announcements weekly, 
52 weeks. 

Aug. 24 Compared to Aug. 17 
Network Local National Total 

Units Units Spot Units Units 

6,673 4,041 1,403 12,117 

6,638 4,004 1,390 12,032 

0.5% +-0.9% +0.9%, -+).7° 

(included: KFEL, KLZ, KOAD 
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VARIETY (Aug. 21) STRAND, N. Y. 

This is Phil Spitalny’s first appear- 
ance at WB’s pithand flagship, the 
maestro previously being a frequent 
repeater at the opposition Paramount 
down the street, and his all-femme 
musical gem brings a brand of class 
and distinction to the Strand that has 
not been matched in the 20-month-old 
policy of the house. Spitalny switched 
over to the Strand when the Paramount 
hooker reputedly failed to fulfill cer- 
tain promises, and, to repeat a cliche, 


the Paramount’s loss is the Strand’s 
gain. ees Scho. 


























RICA’S:- FINEST FEM 
EACH ON 

























Wednesday, August 28, 1940 


—— 












| STRAND THEATRE 
NEW YORK 


$50 000 FIRST WEEK 


$44,000 sccono wee 
$40,000 THIRD WEEK 


HELD OVER 
FOURTH WEEK 

















ININE INSTRUMENTALISTS 
E A STAR 
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ondon Wining, Dining and Dancing 
Under Fire Depicted In CBS Pickup 


By ABEL GREEN 





to prove that} 
still 


by Savoy hotel music, 


of those fortuitous ‘breaks.’ semblance of gaiety 


have attended radio beeea. | cr f anything dire ever @\ 
the critics will have this as 


lof the fact that maybe the Londoners 


lich 
a record 


itler aggress ; av yerican ‘ 

ta * % stennee Ganiiae of Ruropean | should not be dancing, dining and 
¢onditions, fell to Ed Murrow’s lot | Wining amid the seriousness of ware 
on this ‘London in Wartime’ pickup | but enough transpired thereafter to 
Saturday night. After the announce- mitigate that impression ) 

ment had laid the plan for showing Raymond Glendenny of BBC was 
sundry facets of London’s existence | at an anti-aircraft post and he re- 
under the blitz, preceded by a gay | layed the air warning signals, mili- 
Organist from St. George’s Hall, the} tary guidings, ete. Larry LeSeur 


mike 
with Murrow presiding. 


w 
al 


Just as he got on. the metropolis shelter) to interpret that aspect. Di- 
as being subjected to an air-raid | rections for ambulances by feminine 
arm and bombing, and excitedly | ad masculine voices of the home- 
he relaved the coincidental fact. It | defense corps were relayed, indi- 
and | cating emergency calls that seem- | 


w 
th 


sirens and the 
were picked up. Then followed sev- | 


Switching to the swank Hotel Savoy, 


as 11:30 p.m. 


switched to Trafalgar Square | was back of a big apartment house 
in an ARP (Air Raid Precaution, or 


7 wy gt |} ingly attend all blackouts. Then for 


|a change of pace again to the Ham- 
mersmith Palais, : 
to | dancehall where Eric Severeid was 


sounds of 
attendant excitement 


e fearful 


ral stops around London tewn 
Thon what goes on and how the | at a portable mike to age: Lon- 
gpulace deports itse nder fire,|@0n proletarian on the hoof was 
pommace Geperts Nem Snes | still insouciant It’s the biggest 
] 


with 


at 


hostelry on 


dance palace in London and 15,000 | 
claimed. Severeid | 
sidelight that the | 
boots 


announcer Bob Bowman 
he had the chef of the 
the air. The worthy 


Ce ttend > was 
the mike, attend anc e as- 
gave an interesting L 
soldiers on leave took off their 


Monsieur, more concerned with the ; 
obligations to Escoffier than Hitler, | 4¢ the door and donned dancing 
gave out with the rather silly ob- | PUMPS, loaned: them by the Ham- 
servation that the war hasn't affected | mersmith Palais. 

his food, and while one struggles Vincent Sheean, on a balcony of 
along with but a choice of either ajthe Piccadilly hotel overlooking | 
fish or a meat entree, c’est la guerre, | Piccadilly Circus, described the | 


Times Square of London after an 


50 lip-upper-stiff and stout-fellah | T ; ‘ , 
and all that sorta thing. (This pre-|air-raid warning; another pickup 
sumably was part of the primed | was from a railroad terminus; and, 


lit 
to 


dar 
pe 


for the finale, J. B. Priestley, the | 
author, ended on a wistful note that 
this was a severe week for London; 
that he hoped—soon—the Londoners | 
would look up into the skies and 


yretto without figuring on the un-, 
ward advent of the Stukas.) 

Then the seriousness and the real 
amatic elements of this broadcast 
oceeded, after, of course, a snatch 
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PITTSBURGH has moved to 
Southern California! 


it’s a big, extra market... 
ali yours on KNX! 


SEEMS that people just can’t wait 
to come to Southern California 


and take their place in the sun! 


In the past ten years 784,163 men, 
women, and children—more people 
than live in the great city of Pitts- 
burgh—have moved into this land 


of plenty! 


Here, with three million other 
people, these new Southern Cali- 
fornians have more, earn more, 
and spend more! They dre finding 
better living in one of the richest 


per capita markets in the nation! 
It’s a golden harvest for you, too. 


And to reap it at its full—there’s 
no sure®, quicker, more economical 
way than KNX-Los Angeles. For 
98% of these people live and shop 
and spend their money within the 
primary coverage area of KNX. 
And according to every compe- 
tent audience study—more people 
listen to KNX, during more quar- 
ter-hours, than to any other Los 





Angeles station! 
59,900 WATTS 


K N X. LOS ANGELES 


COLUMBIA’S STATION FOR ALL SOUTHERN CALIFORNIA 
OWNED AND OPERATED BY THE COLUMBIA BROADCASTING SYSTEM 
. Represented by RADIO SALES: New Y ork, Chicago, Detroit, Charlotte, N.C., San Francisco 














exists, | 
eventuates, | 


mass - capacity | 


‘ALL GOD'S CHILDREN’ 

With Paul Robeson, Eddie Green, 
that fol-| Amanda Randolph, Eva Jessye 
- ed was to be a peaceful day. | Choir, Mark Warnow Orch 

130 Mins. 


If the intent of this program was | “ — 
inte > ’s dk CBS FORECAST NO. 13 
to interpret London's down-to-earth Stented, © pz. 


> der fire it was an ex- ° 
behaviorism under fire $a WABC-CBS, New York 


see more than the anti-aircraft bal- | 
loons; that London might, one Sab- | 
bath, find that the Sunday 





| cellent laboratory job. The long- : . 
range view of London in closeup| Fora single program this symbolic 
deepest respect for | musical satire-in-blackface of Chris- 


mus command 
the morale and 
people. Considering 
izing are the sounds of those sirens, 
| percolating through 3,000 miles of 
stratosphere, the slightest imagina- | 
tion can conjure up how terrifying 
must be the war of nerves right on |} 


sturdiness of its;topher Columbus’ discovery of | 
how terror- | America was an imaginative and in- 
| teresting show, with a few genuinely 
impressive moments. However, it | 
seemed a doubtful prospect for a 
series under commercial auspices. 

Program itself used the by-now 


the scene of action. What the man-| familiar, but still intriguing idea of | 
in-the-street in America says today | blackface spoofing of a standard | 
about England—that she will emerge | theatrical formula, such as ‘Hot Mi- } 


an even Greater Britain—is given or of established religious be- 


| kado,’ 


sturdy support by a 30-minute radio | jijef, as in ‘Green Pastures.’ In 
transcript of this nature, this case, ‘All God's Children’ were 
ri > |the American Indians before the | 

coming of Columbus, with Paul | 

. . ~ * . ' | a ’ c | 
ROBERT E, SHERWOOD ' Robeson as Mr. Head Man running 


With Clarence K. Streit, William Lar- 
ner 


the shebang as chairman of a mock 
Presa a board of directors. Eddie Green 
Union Now ' was his comically-plaintive self as 
~4 ope UNION. INC |a seasick Columbus, and the whole 
Bn oo Fri S pm ; | thing. wound up with the Earl Rob- 
WMCA, New Week inson-John lLatouche ‘Ballad _ for 


: : | Americans.’ 
(Sternfield-Godley) | Principal flaw was that the many 
| Robert FE. Sherwood, Pulitzer 


and diffuse elements were not com- |, 
Prize playwright and surreptitious | 


| pressed into a clear theme. Writing 
} was occasionally forceful and vivid, 

| song-and-dance man, made one of! 

his rare radio appearances Monday 


at other times vague and meander- 
| ing. Production was superb, with 
‘night (26) to plead a cause in which | Mark Warnow blending the orches- | 
|he obviously believes strongly, Clar- | |} tra and the Eva Jessye Choir into 
ence K. Streit’s crusade to weld all | melodious background, and Phil Co- 
the remaining democracies of the | han’s direction drew expressive per- 
| world in a ‘Union Now.’ It was the | formances from the cast. 
|first of a three-a-week series spon- As always, Robeson turned in a 
|sored by Federal Union, Inc. Dra-! powerful singing and dramatic per- 
|matist had made an agressive talk | formance, with Green clicking with | 
along somewhat parallel lines the} his usual comedy. Book was written 
preceding night (Sunday) over a/|by John Whedon, John Tucker Bat- 
Canadian Broadcasting Co. hookup! tle and George Falukner, with orig- 
from New York, but it was not heard | inal music by Earl Robinson. 
lin the U. S. He has also been mak- Hobe. 
|}ing a number of lecture appearances 
lately to urge full help to England 
and speedy defense for America. 


Known for his shyness and reserve, 
Sherwood can obviously be shaken 
out of those qualities when aroused, 
as he is plainly aroused now at what 
he regards as a crisis for democracy 
reo freedom everywhere. Not at- 
tempting any of the tricks of ex- 
| pression or 


‘I FOLLOW THE SEALS' 
With Ed Gardner, Beatrice Kay 
Columbia Workshop 
Sustaining 

30 Mins. 

Sunday, 8:30 p.m. 

WABC-CBS, New York 


Anecdota of the heyday of vaude- 
ville, written by Al Rinker, ex of the | 





emphasis that a trained 





lactor might use, he nevertheless | footlights, and Anna Marie Ewing, | 
achieved by sincerity and clarity an| made occasionally static Workshop 
| impressive degree of conviction. And | listening Sunday (25), but on the 
|with a great deal of material to| whole told a convincing and enter- 
|crowd into the time available, hej taining story. Script rated a nod in 
| strode through his forcefully-written | that it didn’t become wordily senti- | 
| script with only a few mis-enuncia- | mental, but rather allowed the theme | 


tions. His service in the Canadian and various events to drive home the 


| Black Watch during the first World | Poignant plight of vaudeville and its 
| War was mentioned in the introduc- | acrobats, animal acts, singers, etc. 
tion. The simple telling of the meeting and 


| Following Sherwood was the orig- | '@™Miniscing of ex-partners in a dis- 
| g She as the orig- | : 
inator and sponsor of the ‘Union yanded turn contained = sentiment 


i wer’ : . . . ugN, 
| Now’ movement. Streit, wham Sher- | ©"0uUsh 
Program, 





| wood introduced as a former N. Y. run off in flashback style 
| Times correspondent at the League | 25 the two principals met and dis- | 
lof Nations. He took up the argu- | CUSS€d old times over a luncheon, oc- | 
|}ment where Sherwood had left off, casionenly slipped into a slow and 
| also obviously trying to cram a max- a le ae oor See 
|imum of material into the time, be anale ‘ouch by the one who all 
|rather than linger for histrionics.|***Oush the half hour had _ been 


bragging about his terrific work and 


Like Sherwood, he decli | os 
declined to try ‘important connections on the Coast,’ 


to scare his listeners with accounts | 
| of Nazi espionage or ‘fifth column’ | clearly defined the fight and futile 
|activity in the U.S. or of our vul-| |hopes of people who no longer find 


things rosy. 

As the dialog flashed back to dis- 
| tant events, clear pictures of being 
stranded J an absconding road 
manager, fighting for billing, 


nerability to invasion if England is 
quickly overrun. | 
| Announcer on the show was Wil- | 
\liam Larner, radio advisor for the 
|‘Union Now*® drive, who appealed | 
|for contributions. Choral rendition | 
jof ‘The rendition of ‘The Battle | 


- many of which are still familiar 

| Hymn of the Republic’ was used as : ae 
; ; , ; ”/ were run into the script. ( 

the musical signature : F Those 


| familiar with the scene must have 
Programs are to be recorded and | done some reminiscing of their own. 





|drawn, Names and places, a great 


rebroadcast to South America and | Beatrice Kay, as the American 
Europe via short-wave over WRUL, | born French singer who reveals her 
Boston. Hobe. | origin when riled, and who ‘followed 


| 
| the seals,’ and Ed Gardner, as the 
| braggart ex, turned in good jobs. 


With Charles Premmas, Bob Carter Each gave an ENGR RENERS lift to 


Home Economics, Singing their role. Wood. 
| 30 Mins. 
| 


IDA BAILEY ALLEN 


| 
| 
| 
| 


———_—_____.. 


| Dime Savings Bank of B’klyn | ‘THE DYNASTS’ 

Mon. through Sat., | With Henry Ainley, Arthur Evans, 

WMCA, New York Alex McCrindle, Stephen Murray, 
Ida Bailey Allen, who has au-! ,,H. 0. Nicholas, ¥, Bellamy 

thored three books to tell housewives | 45 Mins. 

how to cook, how to save money BBC, London . F 

cooking, and how to save time cook- Thomas Hardy’s versical treatment 

of the rout of Napoleon, when in 


11 a.m, 





reached its objective in backstiffen- 
ing its chosen audience, so the more | 


luded in the plugs of the initial | 
peué — (Continued on page 55) 


Savings Bank of Brooklyn was in- 
c 
broadcast (26) 


seller, 
pera Korda holds the sereen 


;}mentor of young Bethel, 


| BAMBERGER’S DEPT. 


re- | 
hearsals, and other happenings were | 


ing, is back on WMCA with a half- | Of, the x hen 

hour program aimed strictly at the | Hitler's position today, carried its 
kitchen. WMCA means to make this | own timely significance. Although 
a co-op commercial, with five spon- | ™@t/ng more as an intellectual prize | 
sors the limit, but only the Dime | than of mass appeal, piece must have 


| BETHEL MERRIDAY’ 

| With Margaret Sullavan, Howard 

| DaSilva, Byron King 

| 30 Mins. 

| CBS FORECAST NO. 13 

| Monday, 9:30 p.m. 

| WABC-CBS, New York 
Sinclair Lewis’ backstage 

‘Bethel Merriday,’ 


best- 
on which 


rights, provided the basis for this 
|sample capsule of a dramatic series 
_ possible network sponsorship 

As offered Monday night (26), it was 
in the usual pattern of the more pre- 
tentious dramatic serials. 

Question is whether such a defi- 
nitely show-business story would 
have sufficiently broad appeal to at- 
tract a national bankroller. That 
would appear to depend to a great 
extent on the adaptation, which in 
this case merely skimmed the 


sure 
face of the heroine’s character, and 
the cast. On the latter score, Mar- 


garet Sullavan would seem an ideal 
choice, not only on performance, but 
on her name draw. Announced at 
the close of the program that such 
a series would continue the story 
beyond the end of the novel. 
Method of presentation emploved 
for this stanza was narrative by ‘Doc’ 
Keezer, a vet character actor and 
then fading 
into straight dramatizz ation. Original 
story was altered slightly in adapta- 


tion, apparently for wider appeal 
and clarity. Writing was thin at 
times, but contained a few genuinely 


affecting moments. 
Miss Sullavan's familiar quality of 


| breathless intensity was distinctly 
evident, in some instances a trifle 
|overdone, but her dramatic scenes 


were excellent. In her hands, Bethel 
was a remarkably articulate young- 
ster about her stage mania, despite 
her total lack of experience in the 
theatre. Howard DaSilva, who 
played a succession of tough guy 
parts on Broadway in recent seasons, 
was uneven as ‘Doc,’ being. stilted 
in some scenes, but quietly persua- 
sive in the dramatic moments with 
Miss Sullavan. 
Norman Corwin’s 
deftly paced, while 
bridging by Wilbur 


direction was 
the musical 
Hatch was un- 


obtrusively effective. Script was 
written by Helen Deutsch, mag 
writer and former legit p.a. Hobe, 


‘BREAKFAST WITH BAMBERG- 
ER’S BASEMENT’ 
30 Mins, 
STORE 
Mon.-Sat., 7:30 a.m, 
WNEW, New York 
As one of the first practical tests of 
radio as a department store ad 
medium, this ‘Breakfast with Bam- 
berger’s Basement’ series six days 
weekly will be watched carefully by 
the trade. Fact that it airs so early 
in the morning, that no special bar- 
gains or come-ons are offered, and 
that the store will not otherwise ad- 
vertise the particular merchandise 
plugged on this program should en- 
hance the value of the test. Certainly 


| those angles, plus the fact that the 


broadeasts are Over a New York 
City station, whereas the Newark 
store’s ads are naturally concen- 


trated in the Newark papers, 
| up to radio the hard way, 

Of course only the rashest of 
crystal-gazers would venture to pre- 
dict the specific sales pull of any 
program as compared to newspaper 
space, particularly at such an early 
hour of the day. But pureiy from an 
entertainment standpoint and es- 
pecially considering the outlay in- 
volved (reportedly about $620 a 
week, including time _ charges), 
‘Breakfast’ is a lively, diversified 
show of broad listener appeal and 
| likely to prove a potent attention- 
getter for the sponsor. Results in 
comparison to newspaper space may 
be strongly affected by all sorts of 
complex factors, including the kind 
of merchandise plugged via each 
medium and the kind of copy used 

Bulk of the program is transcribed 
music (including recorded ‘Spot- 
lights’ by name bands or singers), 
with Dennis James providing, intros, 
weather predictions, time reports 
and chatter, and John Flora reading 
AP news briefs. There are two main 
commercials, which combine _insti- 
tuitional copy with blurbs for 
specific articles of merchandise. On 
the show caught—Saturday (24)—the 
| items were men’s cotton and rayon 
socks at 9c a pair and women’s cot- 
ton house dresses at 49c each 
Recorded theme is a quartet ren- 
| dition of a tune jingle about ‘See the 
Prices Coming Down in Bamberger’s 
| Bargain Basement.’ Hobe 


put it 








Miss Allen is an experienced hand 








at this type of stuff: also a convinc- 


(Wher Beds | 


ling, if high-pitched, talker With | 
her is Charles Premmac, tenor who | 
is also classified as a gourmet. You | 


can &’&lmost see his eyes pop with de- 
light as Miss Bailey rattles off a | 
dinner menu; he also sang ‘Have a 
Smile’ nicely this broadcast, and told 
the ladies the proper pronunciation 
of hors d’oeuvers. 

A good part of this show’s open- 
ing was taken up by a long spiel first 
by Bob Carter, announcer, detailing 
its purpose, and then by Miss Bailey 
with virtually the same thing, only 
in different words. A couple of 
south-of-the-border femme guests, 
who spoke about and for good rela- 
tionship between the U.S. and Latin 
Americas, were also included. This 
left little time for recipes, hints on 
cooking, etc., but the promise is there 
for an okay show for housewives. 

Dime Savings Bank plugs were 
neat and brief, Scho. 
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RHYTHM RIDERS ‘THIS IS MY LAND’ |THE WOMAN’S WORLD ‘HIPPODROME MEMORIES’ 
With Judy Allen With Loweili MacMillian, Arabella Fashions, Foods, Homemaking With Sylvia Welling, Doris Hai«, 


[Ra Followup 


Johannes Steel, who has unloosed 
a couple of mild sensations on his 
commentator series over WMCA, 
New York, from time to time, scored 
a juicy beat Monday night (26) by 
getting Pierre Cot, French Minister 
of Aviation until the Reynaud cabi- 
net’s fall, to the mike for an inter- 
view before newspapermen or rival 
proadcasters could get to him. Cot 
had arrived in New York earlier in 
the day, coming by way of Canada. 
Former air official expressed some 
provocative views and offered con- 
siderable enlightenment of what 
may have been behind the fiasco of 
Flanders. However, even he didn't 

retend to know all the answers. 

ad a strong, although not unin- 
telligible accent, which, with Steel’s 
own distinctive manner of speaking, 
provided a field day for lingual gum- 
shoes. 








Sonja Henie played a benefit for 
the Government Friday night (23) 
over WOR-Mutual, being the inter- 
viewee in a ‘demonstration’ of alien 
registration. Earl Harrison, of the 
Department of Justice, asked the 
questions from the form, went 
through the audible motions of 
writing down the answers and did a 
bit of innocuous chatting. Actress- 
skater’s personality registered via | 
the ozone, but her more-noticeable- | 
than-usual accent and odd inflection 
revealed the absence of rehearsal or 
direction. Whoever wrote the script 
had inserted a few mild laughs, all of 
which evaporated in performance. 
Spiel was stilted, but probably 
effective for the educational purpose 
intended. 


Bob Hawk's ‘Take It or Leave It’| 


Sunday nights is one of the fastest 
half-hours on the air. Now, with the 
speed-up via a blackboard system, 
the 30 minutes fly by. Instead of 
wasting time by audibly reprising 
the subjects the contestants may dis- 
cuss, now they’re enumerated on a 
blackboard and the contestant, by 
the time he or she reaches the mike, 
has already decided on what to talk 
about. Hawk is a bit fresh at times, 
but his al fresco manner, albiet a 
bit unorthodox in comparison to 
radio’s heretofore circumspect man- 
ner of treating the customer always 
‘right,’ is a relief. In fact, this may 


keynote the humanizing factor in| 


1940 radio. 

‘Uncle Ezra’s Radio Station’ 
(Camel) packs so much quaintness 
that the characters frequently take 
on the aspect of caricatures. If in- 
tended as such it’s a job well done. 
Program is on the NBC-red, follow- 
ing the WLS Barn Dance. Last Sat- 
irday night’s (24) installment pro- 
duced a motley mixture of hick dia- 
ects, with the patter and songs em- 
phasizing, as usual, backwoods nos- 
talgia. Accompanied by the organ, 
the choir delivered ‘O, Promise Me’ 
and ‘Silver Threads Among the 
Gold,” and two ak. characters, in 
quavering, high-pitched voices, pos- 
ing as celebrating their golden wed- 
ding anniversary, dished out a mess 
of platitudes on successful marriage. 
It’s Camel’s way of bringing the cul- 


ture of the higher-priced cig to the 


rockingchair clan. 


GENE & SYRACUSE 


ALPEN BRAU BEER 

Mon.-Fri. 10:3@ p.m, 

KMBC, Kansas City 

One of the few programs aired 
over this station for a beer sponsor 
features a quarter-hour of modern 
and established pop songs by the 
station’s versatile Rhythm Riders. 
They provide a listenable evening 
tidbit. 

Highlight of the nightly music is 
a vocal by Judy Allen, newcomer to 
the station, whose only air singing 
chore is a solo on this program. 
Though a youngster of 18, Miss Allen 


Betty Lee Eccher at KOAM, Pitts- 
burg, Kans., and is off to a good start 
at KMBC backed by this veteran in- 
strumental quartet. She is best on 
romantic ballads. Like Bonnie King 
(now with Bob Crosby’s. band), 
whom she replaces, Miss Allen sings 
without formal voice training, but 
looks a good bet to get a steady dial 
following. 


The Rhythm Riders are one of the 
station’s three long established en- 
sembles and make up a versatile 
group with Andy Anderson at piano, 
Roy Hudgens doubling on clarinet 
and violin, Val Tatham, guitar, and 
Howard Smith, on brass and string 
bass. Group is well equipped for 
solo vocals or aS a quartet. Quin. 


Sparnon, Jerry Vogt, Gerald In- 
raham, Connie Gage, Rochester 
ommunity Choir 
15 Mins. 
Sustaining 
Saturday, 1 p.m. 
WABC-CBS, New York, 


New Series ‘conceived and written’ 





by Charlotte Evans ‘portrays the 
|simple, small things which add to a 
|total of friendliness and democracy 
...the humanness and humor ex- 
pressed in American classic, church 
and folk music.’ Produced and orig- 
inated at WHEC, Rochester (N, Y.) 
outlet of CBS. Initial program was 
' pumped to the regular network, but 


| 





has had some singing experience as | subsequent editions are scheduled to 


|exclude WABC, New York. 


| Except for the musical theme, the 


ishow follows the billing. ‘Classic, 
|church and folk music’ on the debut 
| stanza Saturday (24) included ‘Here 
| in the Velvet Night,’ ‘Deep River’ 
and ‘Oh Beautiful,’ with in-between 
poetic spiels about such ‘simple, 
small things’ as sunlight, stars, wind, 
rain, trees, flowers, snow-covered 
mountains, birds, bees, etc. But for 
some reason not apparent, the theme 
is the familiar ‘Finlandia’ anthem 
from the Sibelius tone poem of that 
title. Composition is admittedly one 
of the most impressive and moving 
of its kind, but its use on a program 
of native American flavor seems in- 
iexplicable. Otherwise the stanza is 





15 Mins, 
| BLUE PLATE MAYONNAISE 
WBT, Charlotte 

Mary Davant covers all subjects 
iof interest to a teminine audience | 
from dentifrice to dresses, weaving 
iin commercials -with sugar-coated 
smoothness. Talk on new hair styles 
leads into wave set commercial. 
|'Show caught carried only one spon- 
sor, whose plug on mayonnaise was 
blended with a cheerful salad sug- 
gestion. 

Miss Davant’s diction is listenable, 
| but her voice lacks verve. Contin- 
| uity is well-worded, but long silences 
| between new items mentioned and | 
|frequent apologies for selection of 
subjects call for need to tighten 
this offering into a more closely- 
knit pattern. The idea is good and 
with proper trimming should have 
popular life. 

Most of program’s appeal lies in 
variety of news covered. History of 
old southern families, fashion fore- 
casts, diets and menu suggestions 
make this an okay morning spot for 
femme listeners. Just. 





tuneful, varied and fairly appealing. 
Talent includes Lowell MacMillian, 
narrator; Arabella Sparnon, harpist; 
Jerry Vogt, organist; Gerald In-| 
graham, baritone; Connie Gage, | 
mezzo-soprano, and the Rochester | 
Community Chorus. Ken Sparnon | 
directs. Hobe. 





| considering handicap of radio. 
|ris Harvey on the narration dra\ 


| ville’s 


| ‘Hello Ragtime,’ 


| assignment, 


Morgan Davis, Horace Percival 
55 Mins, 
BBC. London 


Set for a dual teiling. prese 
stanza covered growth of the Hipry 
drome to ’25 and musi’ve provide 
sentimental tonic to Londoners, : 
though scripi’s patterned make 
and overlength rather boeved do\ 
the expected sparkle. With a Jarg: 
cast to sustain idea of passing ye: 
and personalities, average listene 
might've been more impressed— 
them Hippodrome’s just a theatre. 

Circus origin of the Edward Mc 
house was handled surprisingly we 
Mc 


credit for making it stick. De Cou 
producing session, and } 
Broadway trips for such shows 

cued Doris Ha 
into tunes including the o!d ‘We 
ding Glide.’ Sylvia Welling reprise 
melodies of the period, and the re 


' picked stuff out of ‘Mercenary Mary 
|*Sonny.’ ‘Leap Year.’ 
| with ‘Hit the Deck.’ 


Show close 

Four voices to cover 25 years~4 
song and a lineup of stars is a tous 
Doris Hare meri 
praise for a job calling on plen 
versatility to keep from an obvioi 
rut. Choral and orchestral touc 
was made little use of outside «° 
backing. Could have meant cok: 
and a rest for the vocal end. 
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With Gene O’Haire 
Comedy 
15 Mins. 
PAUL CANDY 
7:45 a.m., Mon. to Sat. 
WGY, Schenectady 

(Platt & Forbes) 


Gene O'Haire, broadcaster in many | 
roles over the years, is double-voicing | 


here with a Negro character that’s 


an offshoot of Jack Benny’s ‘Roch- | 
ester.’ He has built ‘Syracuse’ on this | 
and other earlier quarter-hour (for | 
into a definite | 


Griffin shoe polish) 
air personality. 
Comedy naturally is not as socko 
as that handed to and delivered by 
Eddie. Anderson (‘Rochester’), but 
considering fact O’Haire writes his 


own dialog for 12 broadcasts weekly, | 
and does Negro as well as straight | 
part, it’s an above average local mike | 


contribution. 


O’Haire not only handles humor- | 


Ous exchanges, but number an- 
nouncing, advertising and_ time 
checks. ‘Syracuse’ is employed for 
some spiels and time tabs. Be- 
tween the two blocks and after a 
news period, O’Haire has a_ 10- 
minute sports-music spot for 
Clothes. {Bob Hope uses a ‘Syra- 
cuse’ as a colored aide in “The Ghost 
Breakers’ film.] Jaco. 


Bond | 














Population, 1930 
Retail Sales, 1939 
Wholesale Sales, 1939 


(trading area) 





NATIONAL REPRESENTATIVES 











EDWARD PETRY & CO. 





ON THE NBC RED NETWORK 


| 
| 
| 


PARKERSBURG, W. VA. 


Feur and one-half hours from Cincinnati by train but 
split secends by WLW. 


Per Cent of Nation's Buying Power 


Radio Homes, 1938 (Weed County) 
"Estimated by SALES MANAGEMENT. 





29,623 
$14,279, 000° 
$10,011,000° 

06719 ° 


13,476 


in the more than a 
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REPRESENTATIVES: NEW YORK— 
TRANSAMERICAN BROADCASTING & 
TELEVISION CORP., CHICAGO— 
WLW, 230 N. MICHIGAN AVE. 


WLW IS A ‘BUY’= WORD IN PARKERSBURG 


It’s a ‘buy’-word among Parkersburg people because they listen 
regularly to The Nation’s Station and are naturally partial to 
the products they hear advertised on it. And it’s a ‘buy’-word 
among manufacturers with goods to sell in Parkersburg and « 
‘buy’-word among manufacturers, merchants and consumers 


score of other rich trading centers. 
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Windsor, Ont.—Campbell Ritchie, 
traffic manager at CKLW; Douglas 
Aitcheson, studio engineer, and Budd 
Lynch, sports announcer, are doing 
two weeks’ trick in military camp at 
Thamesville, Ont. 





New York.—Craig Davidson, who 
joined the Compton agency early in 
1939 after several years activity in 
developing visualized sales training 
programs for various food companies. 
has been elevated to a vice-president 
of the firm. Lester H. Schroeder, 
formerly with Blackett-Sample- 
Hummert, has joined the media de- 
partment of the Compton agency. 

Ed Dunning, formerly salesman 
far WHN, New York, switched to 
sales force of WINS, New York. 

George Rosenberg. former sales- 
man at WOR, New York, has joined 
the sales staff of WOV, New York. 





Pittsburgh—Pierre Paulin and Bob 
Merryman have been added to 
KDK4A’s announcing staff. Both are 


alumni of WWSW here, where 
Merryman was an announcer and 
Paulin leading man with indie sta- 
tion’s Wayside “heatre. Joseph 


Schertler. a messenger boy at KDKA 
eight years ago, has returned to Sta- 
tion as assistant to Dave Dickson, 
office manager 

Kay Barr, former press relations 
chief at KDKA, has landed in San 
Francisco in a similar post for KPO- 
KGO. 

Portland, Ore.— Rhoda LaCocq 
formerly in production department 
of KOIN in charge of spot announce- 


ment service, becomes member of 
growing continuity force of that 
station, 


—_~__—- 


Kansas City—Monroe Heving, of 
the announcing staff of KCKN, *»n 
the Kansas side, takes up a new job 
on the staff at KCMO. 

Gene Gresham leaves sales and 
promotion department at KCKN to 


;return to Dodge City, Kansas, and a} 


mercantile connection which he for- 
merly held. Susan Lane of conti- 
nuity department left Saturday (24) 
for Chicago and a position with 
Lakeside Press. Olive Miller is new 
member of continuity staff 
Ruth Kendall. 

Terre Haute, Ind.—-Henry Stuck- 
wish Cooke, staff announcer for 
WBOW, joins NBC in Chicago in 
same role. 

Philadelphia. —- William Jewett, 
former press agent for the Robin 
Hood Dell and onetime newspaper- 
man, now in charge of the public re- 
lations department of WFIL, 


Johannes Steel Sets 
3-Mo. Lecture Tour 


Johannes Steel, WMCA, New 


| 


under | 


| 


i 


ANIMALS LAY EGGS 





Philly Program Director Points Out 
Their Radio Brodies 





Philadelphia, Aug. 27. 
Animals and birds—which gladden 
the hearts of picture editors on 
newspapers—are just a headache to 
Almost without 
involving ‘em 
according to 


radio announcers. 
exception programs 
invariably lay an egg, 


WRNL, Richmond, 
Goes NBC-Blue: 
WRTD Off Air 


Richmond, Va., Aug. 27. 








Pat Stanton, program director of) 
WDAS. 
Recently a group of 30 canaries | 


were brought into the studio to) 
broadcast ‘heavenly music.’ During | 
the rehearsal they twittered in | 


unison and sounded great, but as 
soon as the ‘on the air’ signal was| 
given they froze into silence. An- 


‘other time a mobile unit from the! 


went to the Zoo to air a, 
For half an hour the! 


station 
lion’s roar. 


York, news analyst, starts a series of keepers and announcers coaxed the} 
35 lectures on international affairs lion to give out, but all he would do! 


Sept. 1. 
in three months. 


| 


He'll complete the 35 talks was yawn. 


A cat was made to purr for a 


WRNL, owned and operated by the 
Richmond News-Leader, takes over 
this Sunday (1) the local release fog 
the NBC-blue programs from WRTD, 
which will go off the air perma, 
nently the night before (31). WRN 
will at the same time become a ful 
time station. 

Move is part of a deal merging the 
managements of the News-Leader 
and the Richmond Times-Dispatch, 
which owns and ogerates WRTD, 
Understood that WRNL will take 
over most of the WRTD employees 
and enlarge the former’s present 
quarters. Also that Ed Whitlock, 
WRNL manager, and Mallory Free- 


Women’s clubs, schools and busi- recording and when it was replayed man, WRNL program manager, will 


nessmen groups will be his audi- it sounded like an outboard motor-! head the new setup. 
| boat. | 


ences. 
























JAVA, too, would move right off the map 
if “America’s Money Belt” quit drinkin 
coffee. The folks in this rich region bu: 


coffee “by the barrel.” 
But, that’s not all. 


Every other article that’s needed is 
with the cash 
wealch of “America’s Money Belt” — and 
thac means profit for you if you are selling 


bought the same way... 


CEDaRg RAPIDS 
WaTERLOO 


WANTED .. 


KANT « KS 


DES MOINES 
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WILL YOU SELL IT 7 


them. Those 6,573,2 


in their jeans. 


* There 


DES MOINES 


\ 


There's just one way to tell the entire 
“Money Belt’ region about your products. 
Use the Cowles Stations — the “four-way 
voice of the Money Belt.” 


are now 20,630 coffee outlets in 
“America’s Money Belt.” 


s 
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77 people have cash 
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NE. Des Meines, lows | 
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Represented Nationally by THB KATZ AGENCY 


: 


Tobacco 


“uel Money Bole” 


WHICH OF THESE 
DO YOU SELL? 


in “America's Money Bel” 


Canned Fish ........ $ 10,188,.579.30 
PA €or 
Canned Milk ......, 


Bread ....eeeeeeeee 185,643,789.87 
PIOUS ccccccccescce 64,435,291.52 
Shortenings Reianeas - 31,209,919.20 
inc’ table and salad oils) 
Not including lard) 
All Perfumes, Cosmetics 17,215,412.46 


Me BOGGS. ciwncnsece 


All Canned Fruit 
and Vegetables...., 


WRNL Ils on 
880 k.c, while WRTD has been op. 
erated on 590 k.c. 


KXOK Replaces KWK 

KXOK will replace KWK as the 
St. Louis outiet for the NBC blue 
network Jan. 1. Meanwhile KWK, 
which is also affiliated with Mutual, 
will continue its efforts to obtain a 
boost to 50,000 watts. 

KWK has been with the blue since 
the latter’s inception. KXOK, which 
is owned by the St. Louis Star- 
Times, operates at 1,000 watts on 
1250 k.c. 


WSFA Makes NBC's 199th 


WSFA, Montgomery, Ala., joins 
NBC as an optional station, effective 
Dec. 20, when its present contract 
with CBS expires. 

Addition brings the total of NBG 
stations to 199. 





TO BE NEUTRAL 
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Annual Retasl Sales 


21,396,016.64 
27,370,565.09 


39,197,765.40 


47,731,971.20 
85,649,799.31 
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;speech from 
| same 


Milwaukee, Aug. 27. 

Although The Milwaukee Journal 
is obviously for Wendell L. Willkie 
for President, the newspaper's radio 
station WTMJ had to do some man- 
euvering this week to conform to the 
broadcasters’ pledge to allot time 
impartally to both Republicans and 
Democrats, 

Tonight (Tuesday) the station is 
broadcasting the acceptance speech 
of Willkie’s running mate, Senator 
Charles L. McNary, from Salem, 
|Ore, Thursday night (29) the Roose- 
velt vice-president nominee, Henry 
| A. Wallace, will make his acceptance 

Des Moines, Ia., at the 
hour WTMJ is scheduled to 
| broadcast the Green Bay Packers- 
| College All-Stars football game from 
| Soldiers Field in Chicago This 
;}sport event is regarded in WTMJ’s 
| listening area as a far greater attrac- 
} tion than Wallace’s spiel, so the sta- 
| tion will make a transcription of this 
|talk and broadcast it immediately 
{following the football contest in 
jorder to prevent any accusation be- 
|ing made later that the Democratie 
| cause was discriminated against In 
favor of the Republicans. 

All other programs for the night 
are being juggled arotind to handle 
tthe situation satisfactorily for every- 


Eddy koala NBC 
For B.&K. Post in Chi 


Bill Eddy, who laid out the light- 
ing system for the NBC studios in 
| Radio City and has built all sorts of 
special mechanical contraptions for 
the network, leaves Sept. 1 to be- 
come operating head of the station 
which Balaban & Katz, of Chicago, 
is constructing. 


He's been with NBC since 1937. 
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Walter Winchell, July 17: “NEW 
YORCHIDS. The Raymond Paige- 
Frankie Hyers-Albert Spalding ‘Battle 
of Music’ on CBS.” 

July 21: “TRat ‘Forecast’ with Ray- 
mond Paige, Albert » Spalding and 
Frankie Hyers was top-notch.”, 


Cf len " 


BIRMINGHAM (ALA.) NEWS. 
Turner Jordan. “CBS Forecast was 
a humdinger, especially the first half. 
This consisted of Raymond Paige’s 
‘Battle of Music’ with the classical mu- 
sic pitted against jazZ. yrs Raymond 
Paige can still get music, any kind, out 
of his aggregation.” 


N. Y. DAILY MIRROR. Nick Kenny. 
“Raymond Paige's “Battle of Music,’ 
sure-fire hit!” 


CLEVELAND PLAIN DEALER. 
Robert Stephan. “I enjoyed especially 
Raymond Paige’s ‘Battle of Music’,” 


excited about. 


MEMPHIS COMMERCIAL AP- 
PEAL. Robert Gray. “Forecast series 
Monday night was something to get 
The idea of comparing 














." 


n SVe7 Nv Ts o ‘ XN 
forecast shows heard to date, Ray- 
mond Paige’s ‘Battle of Music’ has ex- 
cited the most favorable comment as 


commercialistening.” 


- POOR 





N. Y. DAILY NEWS.~ Sid Shalit. 
»Raymond Paige’s ‘Battle of Music,’ 
involving such diverse combatants as 
concert violinist Albert Spalding and 
hot-strings man Joe Venuti rang the 
bell. Throughout, astute di- 
rection kept the musicai portion inter- 
esting enough for sponsorial consid- 
eration.) 


S 


Paige’ 


PITTSBURGH PRESS. Si Stein- 
hauser. ..%*. which reminds us to 
‘compliment Raymond Paige for his 
swell half hour of last Monday’s ‘Fore- 
Conducting a symphony and a 
swing band on the same program is 
quite a feat, but Raymond did it mas- 
terfully.?. Not musician can 
change moods so quickly or accurately 
as did Raymond.’4 


cast 
e 


every 


DES MOINES FRIBUNE. Mary 
Little. “Raymond Paige certainly dem- 
onstrated his own versatility, and that 
of his orchestra, during the ‘Battle of 
Music’ on the new super production, 







ae 


VARIETY, July 17. The Battle 
of Music’ formula was concocted by 
Raymond Paige and its choice by CBS 
as lead-off program in the series may 
underscore a conviction—and plausible 
—that it’s the most readily sellable 
package of the fourteen programs com- 
prising Forecast... . It allows Paige to 
pivot on the podium, now directing the 
fine music stuff, and then the melody- 
destroyers 9 


NEWARK STAR _ EAGLE.” Jack 
Shafer. “CBS put a 70-piece band at 
the disposal of Raymond Paige, added 
violinists Albert Spalding and Joe 
Venuti, tossed in singers Gordon Gif- 
ford and Fredda Gibson, topped off the 
combination with a clever script—then 
stirred well and called the resultant’ 
dish ‘The Battle of Music’, It turned 
out to be item on the enter- 
tainment bill of fare.” 


a tasty 


UNION, SPRINGFIELD, MASS. 
Henry P. Lewis. “Radio never offered 
better entertainment. --y-_,' The Battle 
of Music’ was particularly outstanding 
“?. Raymond Paige’s orchestra—there 
were really two of them—provided an 
the two major 


ment 

































se. NW . whet ars > 
DAYTON (O.) NEWS. Chuck Gay. 
‘To one who sometimes feels as if he 
had heard everything—that the best 
programs have already been presented 
—that nothing is new over the air, this 
show was a surprise, a delightful and 
dynamic piece of radio entertainment. 
But the climax of the entire program, 
a portion that was filled with a musical 
thrill a minute, was the Paige arrange- 
and rendition of Beethoven’s 
Fifth Symphony — with variations. 
‘The Battle of Music’ was definitely 
‘and decidedly delightful dialing.” 


Nn 


BILLBOARD. ‘Forecast, debuted 
with a top-notch offering, “The Battle 






of Music’. Presentation by Raymond 
Pa ge was stri tly sock.” 

TOLEDO (0.) BLADE, Richard 
Pheatt. fruthfully, we found plenty 
of entert ninent in this phoney half 





rie 





AKRON BEACON JOURNAL. 
Dorothy Doran. “Raymond Paige's 
of Music’. made interesting 
last night P 


. 








ittie 





| 
i 





> 
he 
} 


stening 































































swing and classical music side by 1% ‘Forecast’. The whole made for smart amazing picture of a ee 
as presented by experts, was especially entertainment and smacked of a jam divisions of music ik semtal away te beams” ) 
nage ng) lt was a geen ng st session breaking in on Carnegie Hall.” ' | 
or the first time, a swing band an | 
a symphony orchestra playing together BRIDGEPORT (CONN.) POST. 
Beethoven's ‘Fifth’.” Rockey Clark. “Raymond Paige had 
PITTSBURGH POST-DISPATCH. his hands full with both the symphony RADIO DAILY. “Outstanding on 
- , ome ‘4S concert orches nd swine orchestt me 5 _ Peay 1 A ae ae eee REAR > 
LINCOLN (N EB.) Jot R NA L é incent Johnson. 4 : nceert orcne : J sad ' ¢ a : ) onduct but the initial a ing \ 2a Raymond Paige, 
STAR. Bruce Nicoll. .“‘That was a ‘4 pia) ed Brahms and a dance band he ——.~ the two-fold task magnih 10 led a 3 mphony orchestra and 2 
brilliant piece of production Columbia played what was to be expe ted Then cently et ormance of seetho en’s ng band with equal ease, that made 
presented in the first of the much- Paige put the orchestra through a Fifth Symphony, with hot licks’, was e fi t ha f hour shine. The handling 
heralded ‘Forecast’ series.* We _ par- bempieton type burlesque na y~ ee somet me that should have been re- of the diffi musical selections was 
. . ‘ fc , + 1 ' er | } “5 nnonony + rout or or wcterit woe tr 3 as . r ‘ __ - © 
ticularly enjoyed “The Battle of Music thoven Pitth A non that | IZ ce ed r aterity It was one of extremely adept, and Paige ea ily re 
featuring Raymond Paige’s orchestra. chuckles trom the long-hairs cleverest musical arrangements we vealed why he is one of radios top ’ 
It is to be hoped that CBS’ will bring have ever experienced macestri 
‘Battle of Music’ back on this series 
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for a much-deserved encore. ern ee . ae ee 
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, | 
LA. D ailies Ban Radio, Hail Tele As | To Replace Men Cold Albert Brandt, Refugee, at ON CAN. NEWSCASTING ~ 


News; WoXA0 Stunts Grab Space ; London, Aug. 13. | Exposing of atth column activities | Montreal, Aug. 27, 
+ 


Los Angeles, Aug. 27. 
Although editors of Los Angeles 
and Hollywood dailies, who closed 
their columns to ordinary radio two 


years ago, are still hewing to the pjo way 
g y. 


Vision is news and are treating it as 


BBC’s Femme Orch Idea | EXPOSING STH COLUMN \NOQ DECISION MADE 


w WMCA Program 


| oe 


Idea of an all-femme dance orches- Meeting of the Board of Gove 


itra projected by BBC, when it i” the United States, with names, | of the Canadian Broadcasting Corp 





* 9 ° lseemed their male fixture would be dates and events, is the basis of a) /here Aug. 20 at Ottawa to SOlve e | 
Fair’s Radio Play |reduced by military draft, is no new program tagged ‘Trojan Horses’ | ‘newscasting problem in Canada was 
Minneapolis, Aug. 27. | tong ger a thing of joy to 25 gals which started on WMCA, New York, adjourned without any action being 


Twin City stati 


State Fair broadcasts currently in ; : 
; WTCN (NBC) has 40 of | called for war service, so tossed the a Nazi refugee since the early part | Board. 

etter of their ban, they have sud- | them scheduled, including interviews, | ladies. | of Hitler’s reign, will do the naming; Sponsorship of news broadcast 
denly assumed the attitude that tele- g4. «4 parkers’ 3 
: , - 4 ether, with 25 c 
such. Result is that exploitable visio tn, midway and concessions partici-| beau. He was associated with plan| 
stunts are grabbing off generous nating for cash prizes, will be one | and picked the instrumentalists. Deal Dorothy Thompson as collaborator, | mula is reached whereby various 


helpings of free space in this area of the features. 


Lowering of the bars has resulted 


in a field day for Mark Finley, pub- | make from 25 to 35 broadcasts from | his roadshows—and leased to BBC| Program is to air twice week!ly,|was issued by the Board upon co 
lic relations director for the Don Lee tne Pair grounds. | m- 


Broadcasting System (Mutual), 


WCCO (CBS) 


|picked and auditioned. Radio tops 


taken due to sharp difference of 
found bandsmen were not yet being 


ions are going in for | last night (Tuesday). Albert Brandt tnt 
st nig y). ’; opinion among members of the 





contest over the Jack Hylton, prominent orchestra} and date calling. There's supposed | and service by existing news agen- 


to be a Nazi price on his head. With |!@S ‘transradio, B. U. P., etc.) con. 
| tinues indefinitely until some for. 


of the spielers from | leader, may still prove their special | 


| is pending whereby Hylton takes he wrote the book ‘Assault on Civili- | elements involved can be adjusted 
and WMIN also will | unit over—perhaps to use in some of | zation.’ satisfactorily. No official statement 











which also owns tele transmitter | 
W6XAO. With NBC’s Coast see-hear 

unit shuttered forthe summer, the | 
Lee telecaster is the only combo out- | 
fit on the air in Southern California. | 

Finley discovered the open-door | 
policy of the newspapers toward tele | 
five weeks ago, when he started 
planting yarns about W6XAO's 
switchover from a 44l-line to a 525- 
line transmitter, and lost no time giv- | 
ing the dailies things to write about. | 
He got fat breaks on the inaugura- 
tion of the boost, so he urged Harry | 
Lubcke, director of television, and | 
his staff, consisting of Wilbur Thorpe, 
Bill Klein, Harold Jury, Robert Pit- 
zer and Gilbert Wyland, to get busy 
on stunts. 

Elsa Maxwell staged and appeared 
in the show that teed off the 525- 
liner, followed a few nights later by 
the tele marriage of Marian Padel- 
ford and Will Hazen. Next came an 
army recruiting program, when .tun- 
er-inners watched U. S. Army offi- 
cers swear in 10 recruits. Other ex- 
ploitation angles are now being set 
to make a continuance of the news- 
space grabbing possible. 

W6XAO is now on a 14-hour 
weekly sked, which is being main- 
tained through the interspersing of 
film with live talent. In addition, 
pickups are being made with port- 
able equipment from remote spots on 
special events. These include Sun- 
day baseball games, rodeos, soap box 
derbies and the regular Friday and 
Monday night Legion Stadium fights 
and wrestling bouts. 

It is estimated that there are 500 | 
tele receivers within range of the} 
Lee station. 


RENEWALS PILE 
UP WITH NBC 











| 
Chicago, Aug. 27. | 
NBC offices here stuffed a flock of } 
time renewals in the files last week. | 
Russel Seeds agency renewed the 
Wednesday 7:30-8 p.m. time on NBC- 
Red for Brown & Williamson’s 
‘Plantation Party’ show for Bugler | 
tobacco. Renewal goes into effect |} 
Sept. 25. j 

Ruthrauff & Ryan agency inked for 
continuation of the 4-4:15 daytime | 
strip on NBC-Red for the ‘Girl Alone’ | 
serial for Quaker Oats as of Sept. 23. | 

Pepsodent will continue the Bob |} 
Hope Tuesday half-hour at 9 pm. } 
on the NBC-Red as of Sept 24. Net- | 
work will be expanded an addition: aL 
outlet, with the pick-up of WSPD, 
Toledo. Lord & Thomas agency here 
handled the details. 

Wade agency renewed the Friday | 
9:30 p.m. NBC-Red half-hour for con- 
tinuation of the Alec Templeton show 
for Alka-Seltzer, effective Sept. 6. 
For the same account the agency 
has bought an NBC-Blue web of 45} 
stations, taking Wednesdays at 7-7:30 
p.m. for the Quiz Kids show which 
was used as summer replacement for 
the Templeton pregram. 


KLZ, cine: Fetes 20th 


Anni and Power Boost 
Denver, Aug. 27 

KLZ went on an anniversary and | 
enlargement spree at the same time, | 
celebrating its 20th year on the air 
under the same call letters, and 
boosting its coverage area by a third 
and increasing its wattage to 5,000 
watts. Around $75,000 was spent in 
land, equipment and labor for the in- 
crease in power, the station buying} 
40 acres in order to add a second 
444-foot tower, giving the station a 
directional antenna. 

The events were celebrated pub- 
licly with an hour dedicatory broad- 
cast, with the entire staff, from 
owner E. K. Gaylord and F. W. 
Meyer, station manager, down, par- 
ticipating. 
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Fort Wayne, Ind. 


ANNOUNCE THE APPOINTMENT OF 
THE NATIONAL BROADCASTING COMPANY 
AS NATIONAL SPOT REPRESENTATIVE 


Effective September I, 1940 
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A&P’S ‘MUSICO’ 
SHIFTS FROM 
CBS TO NBC 


Boston, Aug. 27. 

‘Musico,’ A&P Tea Co.’s radio song 
title guessing game, shifts from 
WEEI, CBS here, to NBC-Westing- 
house outlet, WBZ-WBZA, tonight | 
(Tuesday). Heard for the past 17) 
weeks on WEEI, the 
presumably, because of the greater 





show shifts, | 


mitter, which blasts directly at the | 
heart of metropolitan Boston . 

In addition to the Boston and 
| Springfield outlets, with the show 
| originating here, Musico will be 
carried by WJAR, Providence, and 
WTIC, Hartford. 

The new contract, set through 
Parris & Peart, of New York, is for 
13 weeks. Fred Cole, staff announ- 
cer, will m.c. 

As in the past, the contest song 
titles will be judged by the Prof. 
Herrold Associates. He is adver- 
tising and business management 
professor at Northwestern Univer- 
sity, and has set up offices here in 
| the A&P headquarters. Other pro- 
grams he judges are Libby's, Cash- 
; mere Bouquet, Tums and 20 Grand. 








Atlanta.—Elmo Israel, WSB writ- 
| ing staff, now station's publicity di- 


ulling power of the new WBZ trans- rector. 


KOIN 5,000 WATTS 
NIGHTS HEREAFTER 


Portland, Ore., Aug. 27. 
KOIN recently went to  5,000- 
watt power at night, in keeping with 
Federal Communications Commis- 
sion’s ruling granting such increases 
to stations when directionalized 
equipment is installed. KOIN re- 





Third Annual AFRA Convention 
Set to Open In Denver We Wed. (28) 








cently completed installation of a 
555-foot tower, which serves to | 
elongate the station’s signal north | 
and south, and to restrict the wave | 
to approximately its present service | 
east and west. L. S. Bookwalter, | 
KOIN technical director, designed | 
and installed. 
A special half hour program in| 
celebration of full time use of 5,000- | 
watt power was released to the| 
nation-wide Columbia network. 


Quick Response | 
St, Louis, Aug. 27. 

KWK’s recently inaugurated 
Automotive Hour, jointly bank- 
rolled by a dozen used-car deal- 
ers, is definitely moving mer- 
chandise. Last week the John 
Dolan Motor Co. heavily plugged 
a used car on the early a.m, pro- 
gram. 

Result: The car was copped 
off the used car lot that night 
and gendarmes haven't found it 
yet. 


Denver, Aug. 27. 

Third annual convention of the 
American Federation of Radio Ar- 
tists, opening here tomorrow (Wed- 
nesday) will bring about 50 dele- 
| gates. Principal matters on the 
agenda are reports by the national 
presidents or executive-secretaries of 
the locals, field representatives, the 
national treasurer, Thursday morn- 
ing (29); caucus to receive the re- 
port of the national negotiators and 
discuss pending negotiations, that 
afternoon; caucus to discuss the 
|problems of local and national ex- 
‘pansion, Friday (30); caucus on 





















both at Ft. Wayne, Ind. 


Wowo, operating on 10 000 | waite a 


beginning PRERE Ist. oe wow vO 






an poe: a L 





cycles, and WGL, 250 watts at 1370 ) kilocycles, pro- | 
vide advertisers anxious to tap the rich Ft. Wayne 
market with a splendid ready-made audience. 


Spot advertisers make more sales when they 
PICK THESE VITAL SPOTS 


WEAF 
WJZ 
WMAQ 
WENR 
KGO 
KPO 
“WRC 
*WMAL 
WGY 
KOA 
WIAM 


WBZ 

WBZA 

KYW 

KDKA x 
WOWO 

WGL 


5,000-1,000 Watts — 


50,000 Watts— 660 Ke. 
50,000 Watts— 760 Ke. 
50,000 Watts— 670 Ke. 
50,000 Watts— 870 Ke. 

7,500 Watts 790 Ke. 
50,000 Watts— 680 Ke. 
950 Ke. 
500-250 Waits 630 Ke. 
50,000 Watis— 790 Ke. 
50,000 Watts— 830 Ke. 
50,000 Watts — 1070 Ke. 


New York 
New York 
Chicago 
Chicago 

San Francisco 
San Francisco 
Washington 
Washington 
Schenectady 


Denver 
Cleveland 


Westinghouse Stations 


50,000 Watts— 990 Ke. 
1,000 Watts— 990 Ke. 
10,000 Watts—1020 Ke. 
50,000 Watts— 980 Ke. 
10,000 W atts — 1160 Ke. 
250 Watts—1370 Ke. 


Boston 
Springheld 
Philadelphia 
Pittsburgh 
Ft. Wayne 
Ft. Wayne 


*WRC and WMAL will soon be operating with 5,000 watts day and night 


SPOT SALES OFFICES 


NEW YORK 
CHICAGO 

SAN FRANCISCO 
WASHINGTON 


| pending negotiations for major con- 
'tracts, reports of resolutions com- 
| mittee, consideration of the Reis re- 
| port on ‘one big union,’ election of 
| officers, Saturday (31). 

Report of Mrs. Emily 
| tional executive-secretary, to be de- 
livered Thursday morning, will re- 
veal that the union’s membership has 
now reached 10,500; that there are 
132 applications for new locals on 
| hand; that individual claims totaling 
| more than $15,000 have been adjust- 
|ed without a single case being taken 
| to arbitration; that AFRA has repaid 
| $12, 500 of the loans from the Screen 
| Actors Guild, Equity and the Ameri- 
can Guild of Musical Artists; that 
AFRA’s relations with the American 
Federation of Musicians are ‘friendly 
and without difficulties.’ 

List of delegates slated to attend 
the conclave includes Fran Allison, 
Finney Briggs, Fran Carlson, Al 
Halus, Fred Howard, Raymond 
Jones, Philips Lord, June Meredith, 
| Virginia Payne, Dan Sutter and Sam 
| Thompson, from Chicago; Theodore 
Bliss, True Boardman, William 
| Brandt, Norman Field, Georgia Fi- 
|field, Thomas Freeborn-Smith, Lu- 
|cille LaPointe, Frederic MacKaye, 
| Ynez Seabury and Y. Donald Wilson, 
{Los Angeles; Nellie Booth and 
| Wayne Short, St. Louis; Gwen De- 
Lany, Detroit. 

Also Everett Clark, Ted deCorsia, 
Philip Duey, Rosalin Greene, Peg 
LaCentra, Alex McKee, Paul Stew- 
art, Alan Reed and Mark Smith, 
New York; Jack C. Wilson, Cincin- 
nati; Gilbert Verba, Denver; Herbert 
Mann, Racine; William Pennell, 
Miami; Theodore Hale, John B. 
Hughes, Theodore Maxwell and Vie 
Connors, San Francisco. 


AFRA WINS OUT 
VS. KXOK, ST. L. 


Washington, Aug. 27. 

National Labor Relation Board 
last week certified the American 
Federation of Radio Artists as sole 
collective bargaining agency for 
performers at KXOK, St. Louis. 
Station is owned by the Star-Times 
Publishing Co. Staff and free 
actors, singers and announcers voted 
in an election held July 31 by the 
NLRB. Result was 11-0 in favor of 
AFRA. No objection to the holding 
if the election was offered by the 
station or the 

About a year ago 
bitter tussle before the 
another St. Louis station 
Principal issue at that time 
station’s claim that actors, 
and announcers should be 
in haere Sar gInnenNg units, 


Church Relaxes After 
Shifting KMBC, K. C., Staff 


Kansas City, Au 
Arthur Church, 

KMBC has annour 
changes in personne] 
of Bob Braun as 
Texas Rangers was made effective 
|} Aug. 15. Rangers are singing eight- 
;some now in Hollywood working in 
| some outdoor films and on the Gene 
Autry radio show. Braun was re- 
|cently with the Small Co. and with 
| Frank W. Vincent, Inc., where he 
| headed radio departments. 
3 Donasue Lohmeyer takes over the 
‘Food Scout’ program as ‘June 
| Martin,’ quarter-hour formerly han- 
{died by Martha Hunter. Charles 
Nabor is new addition to the an- 
|nouncing staff, and Judy Allen is 
new songstress with Rhythm Riders 
on their quarter-hour for Alpen 
Brau. Mary Clair Matthews leaves 
the post of secretary in the pub- 
licity and advertising department. 


Holt, na- 








lance 


union 

AFRA won a 
NLRB with 
KMOX. 
was the 
singers 
grouped 


@. Zt 
president of 
iced list of 
Appointment 
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CLEVELAND 
HOLLYWOOD 
DENVER 














































































r ~ » a ‘ 
36 RADIO VARIETY Wednesday, August 28, 1946 
. —— es 
+ooooe THEOL OOOP OPPOSES OOOO O OOOO Oos COVT DEFENSE COIN | WEB AND LOC AL UNITS 
. 
t AVIAR, SEATTLE | #7 tn Lead || spurt in san 
rom the Production Lentres + MEANS CAVIAR, Bib Bevis ANTONIO 
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O44 KHJ: American Economic Founda- 
eeTtrres SOSH SOOO SO OS SOtoeoe Seattle, Aug. 27. j{tion, through Bayless-Kerr Co., 26 San Antonio. Aug. 27 
é : z . a 4 Continual growth of local business| one-hour programs; C. H. Baker With’ final run-off in the mess 
IN N EW YORK CITY : * © is due to hit the bandwagon stage. | Shoes. through Sidney Garfinkel, 26! election this week: eetworke 
John Barnett, 22-year-old batoner, subs for vacationing Alfred Wallen- sales staffs joyously announce that /15-min, programs; Bailey Hat Co.,/ as local units took a decided he om 
stein on the ‘Sinfonietta’ series Friday night (30) over WOR-Mutual local concerns in making up their) through Lee Ringer agency, eight| swing. Loss was noted hewernn tt 
The Charles Berrys (Yolanda D'Este), both of the WOV announcer-actor pudgets have radio down for an in-/five-min. programs; Carl Werz,| national spot _ biz tenes Ms in 
staff. expect a child in October... Yvette. sustaining singer Sundays over | crease over last year. There were no; through Lisle Sheldon agency, 13/ Block’s transcribed thirty mae 
: @ 


NBC, playing a date at the Piping Rock club, Saratoga...Frank Black, | 
Coarad Thibault and Ruby Mercer planed to Detroit for the station's 20th 
anniversary broadcast...Mabel Todd back from the Coast and re-enters | 
‘Laugh and Swing Club,” broadcast WOR by her husband, Morey 
Amsterdam...Harry Salter batoning a new series, ‘The Song of Your Life,’ 
over NBC blue (WJZ)...Fulton Lewis, Jr. pinch-hitting for Ray Tucker } 
as author of syndicated Washington column while the latter vacations, 

Willis Cooper, scripter of ‘Short. Short Story’ for Campbell's soup, has 
authored a new comedy show, which Leggett Brown, of the John Moses 
office. is agenting...Cooper originated the ‘Lights Out’ series which later 
brought Arch Oboler attention...Arthur Balsam and Maria Carreras, con- 
cert pianists, are each doing recital series ove WQXR during September | 

Peggy Scheuermann, of the Radio Writers’ Guild office, returning from 
the Coast by train and boat...Lisa Sergio brings her daily ‘Column of the 
Air’ back on WQXR Monday (2) after a month's vacation. 

Anne Barrett, N. Y. nitery vocalist, will appear with Vincent Lopez on 
Mutual's ‘Show of the Week’. Series staris Sept. 29 


IN HOLLYWOOD .. . 


Robert Longenecker, former CBS producer. has joined the Myron Selz- 
nick talent agency as an associate Republic Pictures called in Carl 
Herzinger and Stanley Davis, ether scribblers, to dress up Vera Vague’s 
{Barbara Joe Allen) role for ‘Melody and Moonlight’ Emil Brisacher | 
came down from Frisco to work out final details for the transcontinental | 
takeoff over CBS this fall of ‘I Want a Divorce” Joan Blondell stars. | 
Clearance nationally involves several sponsoring accounts which will cut 
in their commercials at division points Harry Ackerman, Kate 
Smith's scripter, planed here from the east in search of material for the 
‘Brigham Young’ broadcast Sept. 20 Patrick Michael Cunning is 
Airecting that new ‘Album of Memories’ series for Don Lee’s telecaster, 
W5XAO Harry Ackerman will be the Young & Rubicam production 
chief on the new Gulf-Screen Guild series. He was assistant on the same 
show last season Herb Polesie took over the reins on the Woodbury 
Playhouse during Bill Robson’s absence in east It's an impressive 
talent line-up NBC is building for the new Arch Oboler series, which 
debuts Oct. 4. Already set are Nazimova, Joan Crawford, Bette Davis | 
and Norma Shearer Substitution of Don Wilson for Warren Hull 
as announcer will be the only personnel change in ‘Good News’ when it | 
returns to the ether Sept. 5 for its fourth year under the Maxwell House 
flag Dick Powell continues as m.c., with Fanny Brice, Hanley Staf- 
ford and Mary Martin makig up the regular cast. Meredith Willson and 
orch again supply the tunes ... Bob Garred, CBS newscaster, is off for 
three weeks of fishing in the Canadian Rockies Deems Taylor 
handled the intermission commentary during the staging of the Adolph 
Bohm ballet last night (Tues.) at Hollywood Bow! ... Lum and Abner 
have gone to Little Rock for a vacash, which will continue until their | 
first screen effort, ‘Dreaming Out Loud,’ is preemed there Sept. 5. 


ovel 


IN CHICAGO... | 


Robert Hafter, CBS-WBBM producer, set by Colimbia Artists to handle | 
stage production at. the Riverside. Milwaukee, which will be booked 
through CA starting Sept. 6 . . . Henry Hunter added to ‘Bud Barton,’ | 
Hazel Dopheide to ‘Arnold Grimm's Daughter,’ Stanley Gordon to ‘Back- | 
stage Wife’ and Louise Fitch to ‘Bachelor's Children’ ., . Eddie Peabody, | 
vaude banjoist, in the Naval Reserve recruiting service and on a speaking 
schedule over several Chi key stations ... Al Allen, farm advisor, added 
to announcing staff of WJJD, coming in from WDZ, Tuscola, 

Carole Bowers, formerly with Blackett-Sample-Hummert agency here 
and recently with Benton & Bowles in New York. back in Chi and nego- | 
tiating for new connection...Bill McGuineas, WGN sales chief, has set up | 
a policy of semi-annual confabs of sales staff. At initial meeting last week | 
top speakers were Col. R. R. McCormick, publisher, and W. E. Macfarlane, | 
biz manager, of the Chicago Tribune....Gail Henshaw new member of | 
the ‘Guiding Light’ show. 
yom 
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|four half-hours) of classical record- 
|ings weekly, through Stewart-Hans- 
ford-Casler. 


calm summer months this year as far 
as local was concerned. The payrolls 
have jumped over 40° because of | 
war defense plans, and every con- 
cern is cashing in. 

Beside the heavy Boeing airplane | 


! payroll, Bremerton Navy Yard, Sand | 


Point air base, nearby McChord 
Field and Ft. Lewis, large personnel 
Government checks are being dis- | 
tributed, with Seattle getting the big 
share. More payroll money is now | 
in circulation here than since the | 
heavy shipbuilding program during | 
the last war. Even silk shirts are be- | 
ginning to make appearances. 


Aug. 24 Compared to Aug. 17 | | 





| Network Local National Total, 
Units Units Spot Units Units. 
4.025 11,717 1,381 17,123 | 
3.955 11,526 1,396 16,877 
+-1.7% +2.5% —1% 1.5% 
(included KIRO, KOL, KRSC, KNA) 





CHICAGO OK 


WIND Lands Snappy Local Contract | 
—Web Biz Mounting 











® Chicago, Aug. 27. | 

New business activity simmered to | 

a quiet pace on local and national | 
spot bookings last week, though the | 
networks ali came through with a_ 
flock of new contracts for September 





WIND came up with a snappy 


| local contract, when it sold a portion 


of its ‘Sports Edition’ show to the | 
Household Appliance Mart through | 
the Robert Kahn agency. Contract | 








calls for 30 minutes daily except | 
Sunday. 
Aug. 24 Compared to Aug. 17 | 
Network Local National Total | 
Units Units Spot Units Units | 
9,005 5,520 10,144 24,669 | 
9,005 5,370 10,167 24.542 | 
a ae +-2.8% —0.2% +-0.5% | 
(Included WRBBM, WENR. WGN, WIND | 
WJJD, WLS, WMAQ) 





7 

N. Y. Spot Biz 
_____ Continued from page ss 
Harry S. Dube; Arrid, 52 weeks of | 
station break anouncements through 
Small & Seiffer; Oakite, eight weeks 
of station breaks through Calkins & 
Holden. 

WMCA: Julius Grossmarr Shoes, | 
48 one-minute announcements week- 
ly for a year through Sterling Ad- 
vertising; Willkie-for-President Club, 
announcements; Roxy Theatre, an-'| 
nouncements through Kayton-Spiero: 
Buick Motcrs, announcements 
through Arthur Kudner: Warren-| 
Norge (Farnsworth radios and Norge 
refrigerators and washing machines). 





60 announcements weekly, Nor- 
worth Advertising; National Motor | 


* | Rebuilding Corp., 20 announcements | 
weekly until October, through Stern-| 


field-Godley; Old Country Trotting 
Assn., announcements for one month. | 

WNEW: Old Gold Cigarettes, quar- | 
ter-hour on the ‘Make Believe Ball- | 
Monday through Saturday, 
one year, through Lennon &'| 





for 


| Mitchell; Community Opticians, half- 


hour daily (in two sections) on the | 


‘Make Believe Ballroom’ plus an! 
hour of Zeke Manners on Sunday)! 
and a quarter-hour of Zeke Man-| 
ners weekdays, plus 20 five-minute | 
transcriptions; Roxy Theatre, 15 an-| 
nouncements for the film ‘Young 
People’ through Kayton-Spiero 
W2XR: Buick Motors, 26 an-| 
nouncements through Arthur Kud- 
Sanka Coffee (General Foods), | 
weeks of one-hour classical re- 
cordings through Young & Rubicam: 
Stromberg-Carlson (for F-M_ radio 
sets), three half-hours (and later 


26 








; tor Co., through Arthur Kudner Co., 


15 participations in Happy Homes, 
|and 15 participations in Eddie Al- 
bright; California State Fair, two 


| rolet 


*No change. | 


|} annexing some ether plugging. 


iness College, 26 spots; Union Trust, 
| 52 


half-hour programs; P. Ballentine 
Sons, through J. Walter Thompson, 
494 spot announcements; Buick Mo- 


20 spot announcements; Los Angeles 
County Fair, 41 spot announcements, 


spot announcements; Central Chev- 
Co., through Stodel Adv. 
agency, 30 spot announcements; Ford 
Dealers, through McCann-Erickson 
agency, 10 spot announcements; J. W. 
Robinson, through Mayers Co., two 
spot announcements: General House- 
hold Corp., through John Riordan 











‘Make Believe Ballroom 


ended j 
run over KMAC. 7 


KMAC: L. €: Martin Motor Co 
transcribed announcements — twieg 
daily. 

KONO: Beyer Co., five minute 
studio program daily. 

KABC: Smith Motoi eo... three 15 
minute newscasts weekly, Fox 


Laundry and Dry Cleaners, six five 
minute newscasts. Travis Finance 
Co., a series of announcements. Two 
hour election returns sponsored by 
the Anti-Maverick Ticket. Shepard 
Laundries, three five-minute tran. 
scribed announcements weekly, 
through Pitluck. Shaw Jewlery, five 
announcements per day for one 
year through Pitluck. Wolff-Marx 
Store, additional announcements, 
Political talks for Pierce Brooks, 





Co., 12 participations in Happy 

Homes. ; 

| Aug. 24 Compared to Aug. 17 | 

Network Local National Total 
Units Units SpotUnits Units 
9,606 9,141 1,678 20,425 | 
7,225 10.570 1,663 22,458 | 

+-32.9% —13.5% —64% —9.1% | 
(Included: KECA, KFI, KFWB, KBJ, | 


GROCERS’ ASSN. ASKS 
RADIO’S COOPERATION 


National Association of Retail 
Grocers has circulated the radio in- 
dustry asking for its cooperation on 
National Retail Grocers’ Week, Oct. 
21-26. 

Stations are urged to put on spe- 
cial programs playing up the part 
the neighborhood grocer plays in the 





life of the community and selling tie- | ; 


in spot announcements to local store- 
keepers, 


Local Sales Up 167, 
In Salt Lake City’ 





Salt Lake City, Aug. 27. 

Local business took a _ mighty 
spurt upwards this week, due partly 
to political accounts and partly to 
a new roster of clients for KDYL. 
Cooler weather seemed to put spon-| 
sors in the right frame of mind for 





KDYL: Citizens Coal Co., 26 five-| 


|minute spots: Butter Crisp Bakery, | 


300 fifty-word plugs; L. D. S. Busi-|! 


hundred-word announcements: 
Van Dyke Cigars, 26 quarter-hours 
through the Federal Advertsiing 
Agency (New York) 
Aug. 24 Compared to Aug. 17 


Network Local National Total | 
Units Units Spot Units Units | 
6,255 2.158 1,143 9.556 | 
6.140 1,846 1,194 9,180 
1.8% 116% —4.2% 14% 

(included KDYT., KSL, KUTA) 


Des Moines Jumps 24, 


Des Moines, Aug. 27. 

Stations here are starting to shake 
the slump. Contracts now coming 
through point to greatest season this 
town’s ever seen, and that’s a strong 
statement, because Des Moines is a 
great radio city. 
| 





__Aug. 24 Compared to Aug. 17 || 








a Beach. nF by Radile Station WEAF 
Network Local National Total | Sponsored by 
Units Units Spot Units Units MARS, INC. 
6,630 2,863 3,430 12,923 Makers of Snickers, Milky Way, 
6,600 2,592 3,457 12,649 Mars, 3 Musketeers and 
+ 0.4% |-10.4% —0.7% 121% Forever Yours Candy bars. 
(included: KRNT, KSO, WHO) 


Olin Culberson and Frank Vaughn, 
Station has sold the Mutual ‘Show of 
the Week’ locally to Joske Bro, 
Store, starting Sept. 29 

WOAI: Renewal of the San An- 
tonio Public Service Co. half hour 
studio program. Goodyear Tire and 
Rubber Co., Aug. 21 to 30, 10 an- 
nouncements, through N. W. Ayer. 
‘From the Pages of Time’ is slated 
to start Thursday through the Texas 
Quality Network for Byer-Rolnick 
Hat Co. Political talks included two 
15-minute shots for Judge Alexan- 
der over TQN. Three 15-minute pro- 
grams for Pierce Brooks over TQN., 
Two 15-minute and one 15-minute 
local for Olin Culberson. One 15- 
minute stint by Judge Lattimore over 
TQN. 


Aug. 24 Compared to Au 1 | 





Network Local National Total 
Units Units Spot Units Units 
4.977 8,121 1,805 14,903 
4,811 7.643 1,940 14,404 
3.4% 6.1% 6.9% 1+-3.4% 
Clacluded K A Bt KM At KONO, KTSA 


WOAT) 


WDZ, Ill., Lands 2 
Tuscola, Ill. Aug. 27. 

United Mushroom Co., Chicago, is 
running a one-minute announcement 
campaign on WDZ,, with a book on 
growing mushrooms as a giveaway. 
Frank Steele agency placed. 

Pioneer Hi-Bred Corn is another 
newcomer to this outlet with a 
similar campaign, using six of them 
a week for 13 weeks. R. J. Potts, 


'of Kansas City, is the agency. 








— ———— 


SEE! HEAR! 
TAKE PART YOURSELF 


N.B.C. Coast-to-Coast 
Broadcast of 


Dr. I. Q. 


The MENTAL BANKER 
$1000 IN CASH 


answers 








offered for correct 


from the stage of 


CAPITOL Theatre 


9 P.M. Every Monday Night 


+ Broadcast in New York 


























DON’T 


6 wiitt OP 


STARRING 


BESS JOHNSON 
By Adelaide Marston 


MISS 


PALMOLIVE’S 


H OUs; yy 














___Aug. 24 Compared to Aug. 17 | 
Network Local National Total 
| Units Units Spot Units Units 
635 10,190 10,674 21,494 
| 630 10,202 10,215 21,046 
? —1% +4.4% +2.1% 





NEW ORLEANS 


50,000 WATTS 


The greatest selling POWER in the South's greatest city é 
COS AFFILIATE... NATIONAL REPRESENTATIVE . .. THE KATZ AGENCY, INC. 3 


; (Included: WHN, WMCA, WNEW, WOR, 
WQXR) 









* No change. 








Albany.—Philip Brook, until re- 
cently a WGY announcer, is now 
on staff of WTAG, Worcester, Mass. 
His place on WGY has been taken 
by Hugh Kent, formerly of WFBI, 
Binghamton, 











Dedicated to the women of America. 
The story of a woman whe must 
choose between love and the career 
of raising other women’s children. 





WABC-CBS—10:30-10:45 A.M. E.D.S.T. 
78 Stations Coast-te-Coast 


Direction BENTON & BOWLES, Inc. 
Management ED WOLF, RKO BUILDING, New York 
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NET USERS ADD 





NY. Indie Gives More Listeners 
Than Web Outlets in Other Cities ON WHN ALONE 


Reduced to conservative mathe- | 
matics, the metropolitan audience | 


delivered by any of the leading 


N. Y. indie stations towers over the | 


usual metropolitan network audi- 
ence obtained in such cities as 
Cincinnati, Minneapolis, Dallas-Ft. 
Worth, Indianapolis, Kansas City, 
or Rochester. 
cited merely as examples. 
how the situation figures out: 
The median C.A.B. fating for net- 


work evening shows in key cities | 
That means that | 


is around 10%. 
the median families delivered in 
the cities listed below is as follows: 


Cinemas ...cc.e8s rece 2O0Oe 
| so OP re 13,000 
Minneapolis ............ 12,877 
Dallas-Fort Worth...... 12,323 
PROVUROESD 5 cscccccccece 12,145 
CT ee + 10,000 
Indianapolis ........... 11,567 
By contrast, the New York 
metropolitan area has_ 1,728,000 


radio families of which 172,800 are 


The latter cities are | 
Here’s | 


D DOUBLING 


———¢ 








‘Top Chain Spenders Throw- 
ing Law of Averages 
Their Way by Multiple 
Shots at Gotham” Audi- 
ence—Believe Market Is 
Too Complex for Web 
Stations Only 


_ SPOT SPONSORS DITTO 





j a 





sors to supplement their web fare 
| CINDERELLA in the huge New York metropolitan 
|}market with campaigns on one or 
| Cinderella is the gal behind the | more N. Y. indie stations has lately 
|lace mask—WHN’'s little lady who | grown into the proportions of a 
|keeps her identity secret. She |parade. Barely two years ago this 
| woos her Prince Charming dialers | practice was an exception to the 
with popular records and friendly |rule, but it has now expanded to 








| Tendency of big network spon- 





deliverable on the average chain |talks about her sponsors’ products. 
show. However, if the indie station, | Starting at 11 p.m. she ends her 
such as WHN, can produce as much ‘stint in real fairy-tale fashion at 
as a 1% audience (a very conserva- | the stroke of midnight. 

tive mark to shoot at), some 17,280} The show is sold in fifteen-min- 
families are wrapped up into a/ute strips across the board, has a 


|such bandwagon size that the ma- 
| jority of the 20 top chain spend- 
ers are utilizir 4% at least one N. Y. 
| indie in addit: 1 to the regular web 
‘outlets. WHN, tor example, has 17 


|'NBC advertisers on its roster, as 





package bigger than any of the 
chain packages in the cities men- 
tioned in the chart above. 

The 17,280 homes you'll get on 


the indie (based on the conserva- | 


live one percent) doesn’t tell the 
whole story. New York's 50-mile 
area, which is covered by the 
city’s major spot stations, is com- 
posed of large cities—such as New- 
ark, Jersey City, New Haven and 


tie-up with Postal Telegraph so |well as seven CBS spenders and 
that requests for tunes pour right |two Mutual clients. Latest converts, 
into the WHN studios. Mars Candy, which has allotted 

|the Loew station a hefty station- 


‘break schedule, and Old Gold, 
Bridgeport, all of which are listed | which is spotting a flock of sports’ 
among the nation’s top 30 cities— | flashes, results, and resumes during 


while the stations in the cities used |a two-hour period each day with 


for the comparisons above go into 
the rural, less densely populated 
} hinterland. 


Clem McCarthy at the mike. 
| This trend among the big chain 
isponsors is simultaneously being 


N.Y. INDIES 





“ 
Examples of Network Advertisers Using Spot 
| Radio in New York 


Qseeees 





1939 
Network 1940 
Advertiser Expenditure Spot Used in N. Y. 
| Procter & Gamble......... $8,769,135 Play-by-play baseball; an- 
nouncements 
CONSTR FOOGR 6 c2cci scree 5,269,567 Hour symphony music discs 
Sterling Products.......... 3,755,811 %4 hour daily 
Campbell Soup Co......... 2,704,331 News; announcements 
American Home Products.. 1,937,652 % hour daily 
American Tobacco.......... 2,506,141 Announcements 
Brown & Williamson....... 2,047,536 Sports review 
| Digeett d& Byers. ook i ccccss 1,937.652 Quarter-hours 
ja eS eer re 1,723,574 Play-by-play basebal] 
William Wrigley Co....... « 1,304,391 Announcements 
| Philip Morris............00. 1,217,166  Quarter-hours 
Chrysler Corp...... Preyer 950,146 Announcements 








aped by the purely spot advertisers | 
| their way. 


| themselves.» The latter, instead of 
lconfining themselves to a single 
station (as they do most every- 
| where else), are now buying multi- 
ple New York outlets. Included in 
|this category are Peter Paul, Inc., 
Pepsi-Cola, Stanback, Gardner Nur- 
series, Blue Ribbon Books, Shell 
Oil, J. B. Williams, and Utilities 
Engineering Institute. 


Reason for ever-growing lineup 
at the indie ticket office is not hard 
‘to figure out. New York represents 
isuch a huge concentration of hu- 
/'mans and human wealth that the 
| burg contains 15% of the nation’s 
|buying power and 12% of all U. S. 
lradio families. It is obvious that 
'this huge ant-hill is not as homo- 
| genous in structure as, say, Keokuk | 
|and environs, and obviously no one 
|program or station can blanket the 





dramas, kid 





| works; so advertisers are currently 
sifting the pay dirt by working | 
}more than one stream at a time. | 


This throws the law of averages 

To interest and entertain such a 
huge potential audience calls for 
every type of programming, and in 
almost every language. Whether 
the sponsor prefers newscasters or 
hillbillies, soft music or washboard 
shows or comedians, 
it’s an even mo.ey bet that at least 
one of New York’s 20 stations is 
carrying such a choice at this 
minute. 

Thus, with the wide divergence 
of program preference, and with 
the great number of stations com- 
ing into the metropolitan area, 
agencies figure that a second or 
third station is not duplication of 
coverage, but rather hitting a dif- 
ferent type of audience entirely. 
This is especially true when adver- 
tisers use a program designed to 
appeal to an income group lower— 
or higher—than the network show 
aims at. 





Offices and Studios: 
1540 Broadway 
BRyant 9-7800 





No wonder they call it 
the “one-station network” 


—when so far in 1940 more national advertisers have used it than 


have used any of the coast-to-coast networks. 


—when there are more listeners, more sales, greater buying power 


in its primary area than there are, for example, in the «three 


Pacifie Coast States. 


—when its 


affiliation 


Maver assures fop showmanship. 





with Loew’s theatres and Metro-Goldwyn- 


NEW YOR K 


Chicago Office: 
360 N. Michigan 
Randolph 5254 
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WLW INDICATES 
~ RADIO'S USE 
TO ARMY 


ee | 





Cincinnati, Aug. 27 | 

Feasibility of a radio station tying | 
fin with military forces during an| 
emergency was demonstrated last | 
week when the largest of Crosley’s | 
six mobile units made a dozen 15-! 
minute and half-hour recordings of | 
the First Army maneuvers near} 
Ogdensburg. N. Y. It was the most! 
distant point yet reached by one of 
the WLW-WSAI-WLWC mobile 
units, 

This special events series was di- 
rected by Jerrv Branch, technical | 
advisor to Jim Shouse, general man- 


ager of Crosley stations, with Joe | 
Ries, educational director, doing the | 


descriptive miking. Recordings were | 
aired during the day and night last 
week on all three Crosley stations. | 

Thev gave accounts of dive bomb-, 
ing. construction of pontoon bridges 
under gunfire, roaring attacks by 
fleets of tanks, and the mechanized, 
streamlined division’s capabilities. 
Test series was gratifying from the) 
Army’s standpoint by proving that | 
radio mobile units can operate in| 
conjunction with it in case of a na- 
tional emergency. 


U. of Minn. Expands 
Radio Script Course 








Minneapolis, Aug. 27. 

University of Minnesota extension 
division has expanded its course in 
radio script writing to include a 
year-and-a-half instruction, with 
courses for beginners, advanced stu- 
dents and experimenters in new 
forms. Radio scripting course was 
established in 1936. 

Luther Weaver, St. Paul advertis- 





fing executive, is again in charge. 


FIRST in PHILLY 








Ee. é. HOOPER ‘SURVEYS. 


Philadelphia Network Stations 





Audiences of 


3:45-4:00 P.M., Mon, thru Fri.—4 Mo. Avg. 
WEIL 21.4% 
KYW 17.3% 
WCAU 13.1% 


%, Listeners Identifying Station and Program 
FIRST WITH 46 OTHER PROGRAMS 


For LOWER COST Circulation 








BUY WFIL 























Music for 


ELLERY QUEEN 
Composed and Conducted 
by 


_| LYN MURRAY 


Mgt. COLUMBIA ARTISTS, Ine. 














Sponsored Programs Starting Dates 


(Continued from page 23) 
(* Indicates new show or change of sponsor; ** indicates switch in product; ¢ indicates change in spot) 


ACCOUNT TIME and NETWORK PROGRAM 

Libby-Owens-Ford ...... cboveces ...Sun; 5-5:30 p.m.—CBS....0..+...+..” Design for Happiness.’ 

NE oe ie a ns dawg Sun; 5:30-6 p.m.—CBS...... cebeebas Col. Stoopnagle's Quixidoodle, 

va eee OP ei ekieeteebes Sun; 3:45-4 p.m.—NBC Red......... Bob Becker's Chats About Dogs 

Red Heart Dog For »d) ‘ 

Mc nacd Broadcasters’ ASsn........ Sun; 7:30-7:45 p.m.—NBC Blue...... *Dorothy Thompson—news comment 

(Miscellaneous Product?) 
Grove Laboratories, Inc.......cese: Sun; 8:30-9 p.m.—NBC Blue........ ‘Sherlock Holmes’—dramas starring 
(Bromo Quinine) Basil Rathbone and Nigel Bruce. 
Knapp-Monarch Co........+++++++--Sun; 11:45-12 noon—NBC Blue...... *‘Ahead of the Headlines’—expert 
(Electric Shavers) news analysis by editors of News- 
week. 

Hloward Clothes... isoccocces seeeee- UN; 6:30-7 p.m.—Mutual........00. ‘Show of the Week’—Vincent Lopez; 
Buddy Clark; Loretta Clemons, 
guest stars. 

Rita: Tee: CO. oss ccivier'esse en ceeee ee er ae ee +: *Helen Hayes’ Theatre,’ radio adap- 
tation of well-known drama, 

SEPTEMBER 30 

Florida Citrus Comm.......... ..M thru F; 3:15-3:30 p.m.—CBS...... Mary Margaret McBride, 

IE org re ua cases ee { thru F; 4:30-4:45 p.m.—CBS......**'Women of Courage.’ 

Cenerel POGGs: «6. iceweseeve es cons eed M thru F; 4:45-5 p.m.-—CBS......... **Kate Hopkins.’ 

(Maxwell House) 
Continental Bakind. .ics.ccwecwave ves M thru F; 5:30-6 p.m.—CBS......... ‘Pretty Kitty Kelly.’ 
Stencerad Brands, TAG. «cc ciccevreses M; 8-8:30 p.m.—NBC Blue.......... ‘I Love a Mystery’—drama. 
(Fleiscliimann’s Foil Yeast) 
OCTOBER 1 
S.C. Jolinson & Ben, TE. oi. 60s cede Tu; 9:30-10 p.m.—NBC Red......... ‘Fibber McGee and Molly’—variety 
(Floor Wax) . featuring Jim and Marion Jordan. 
BeOOvsOn TGS COs. hs cscsaseccncat Tu; 8-8:30 p.m.—NBC Blue.......... *Ben Bernie—musical program with 
(Bromo Selizer) audience participation. 

Pcnned Oil Cor, vivciviess castes Tu , Sat; 7:30-7:45 p.m.—Mutual. .‘Confidentially Yours’ with Arthur 
Hale. 

OCTOBER 2 > 

CR eee oe ek Dieses cae Ws ree DIR KR cd ccc ne cies ander *Fred Allen, Al Goodman. 

Lever Bros. (Lifebuoy)....,.csccee- pee a eee ere rrr +‘Meet Mr. Meek.’ 

E. I. DuPont de Nemours Co........ W; 7:30-8 p.m.—NBC Red........... +‘Cavaleade of America’—historical 
dramas. 

Cog i 6 er a re W; 9-9:30 p.m.—NBC Red......... .."*Time to Smile’—variety pragram 

(Ipana and Sal Hepatica) featuring Eddie Cantor; Dinah 
Shore, vocalist. 
Gillette Safety Razor Co............ Oct. 2 to.conclusion—Mutual........ 1940 World Series. 
OCTOBER 3 
Penn Tobacco....... er ete ve ea col Pate TRS FS0-O DMG: 6b ove 0s eccevces ‘Vox Pop.’ 
OCTOBER 4 
PPOCer Gt GINO, 665060 ossc00s 00s F; 9:30-10 p.m.—NBC Red........... “Everyman's Theatre’ — plays by 
Arch Oboler with Hollywood casts, 
OCTOBER 5 
Colgate-Palmolive-Peet ............ Sat; 8:30-8:55 p.m.—CBS.......cc008> Wayne King. 
OCTOBER 6 

NE oe, Ch oss Sia de deen eae ces oun; 7:30-8 p.m—CBS.......cceccees ‘Screen Actors Guild.’ 

General Foods (Jell-O)............ Sun; 7-7:30 p.m.—NBC Red.......... Jack Benny, Mary Livingston; Phil 
Harris Orch., Dennis Day, Don 
Wilson, announcer. 

Wheeling Steel Corp........ .. Sun; 9:30 p.m.—Mutual........... Musical Steelmakers with Ardenne 
White, Dorothy Ann Crowe, Sing- 
ing Millmen, The Old Timer, Steele 
Sisters, Orch. 

OCTOBER 7 
EO EE eee auc ..M thru F; 4:15-4:30 p.m.—CBS ..+.**We the Abbotts.’ 
General Foods (Post Toasties)...... M thru F; 4-4:15 p.m.—CBS .*Portia Blake, 
OCTOBER 9 

Taver Bros, CRInSO)ccccccccceccesve W: 8-3:30 Dim: —CB. 6 cies cccecsien ‘Big Town,” with Edward G. Robin- 

son, Ona Munson, 
OCTOBER 13 

Beate PPGUNOPE~ TOE) bc oso k beso 0eee0es Sun: 4:15-4:30 p.m.; Tu & Th, 1:15- 

(Hallmark greeting cards 1:30 p.m.—NBC Red “Tony Wons Radio Scrapbook’— 
songs. 
OCTOBER 20 

BNET WiIN=WULAMSE: icecedscsccesecese Sun; 5-5:30 p.m.—NBC Red... .“Metropolitan Opera Auditions of the 
Air’—official opera auditions; Wil- 
fred Pelletier, musical director, 

OCTOBEE 27 
Quaker Oats Co....e+.- .-.5un; 5:30-6 p.m—NBC Red......... *Variety show—cast not yet set 
Lutheran Layman I eague. ete r Sun; 1:30-2 p.m.: 
4:30-5 p.m.—Mutual..........,.... Lutheran Hour with Dv, Walter A. 
Maier. 
OCTOBER 29 : 
ee eee .Tu; Th; 11-11:15 am—CBS....... Mary Lee Taylor. 
NOVEMBER 12 

Lever Bros. (Spry)......+.. --Tu; 8:30-9 p.m.—NBC Blue..........**/‘Uncle Jim’s Question Bee’—quis 
program conducted by Jim McWil- 
liams. 

Bia Rosa && CO. .ccssccccscvcccsevves Tu; 8:30-9 p.m.—Mutual............ *Antonini Concert Series with Nino 
Martini; Alfredo Antonini Orch, 


NOVEMBER 15 
American Tobacco Co ». KF; 8:30-9 p.m—NBC Red 


(Lucky Strike) 


eee eeeees 


“Information Please’—quiz program 
conducted by Clifton Fadiman; 
board of experts composed of John 
Kieran, F. P. Adams and guest. 























Livel 
AT ict I 


WINS LARGER AUDIENCES | 
in the 


INTERMOUNTAIN 
MARKET 


KDYL 


The POPULAR Station 
Salt Lake City 


* [ Rapresentati 
JOUN BLAIR 
& COMPANY 











Among the absentees from this elass 
is Dave Elman’s ‘Hobby Lobby.’ 

Number of daytime serials will be 
greater than ever. 


—= —-* 
| only two survivors are ‘We the 
° People’ and ‘Good Will Hour’ 
| Little New 


Continued trom page 25 
duced meanwhile have fallen the 
wayside, but the original members 
| of the clan, such as Jim McWilliams. | 
Professor Quiz, ‘Information Please’ 
and ‘True or False,’ are still collect- 
tj ing weekly from advertisers 
Ken Murray is m from 
comedian list, but his spot fi 
co will be filled this fall by 
of the clan, Fred Allen, who, 
has been replaced on the 
Myers payroll by Cantor. 


hip 


BBC 


war 


chimes 
measure 

It’s been 
the |in_ face 
yr Texa-| listeners, 
another | someone 
in turn, | A commi 
Bristol- | cide on what'll replace. One Wag | 
Quaker | Suggested they borrow Metro's Leo. 


were ruled out by 
banning use of bells. 
using a ticking clock 
much opposition from 
ribbing the sound ag like 
driving nails in a coffin. 


of 


ssing 


itee has been sitting to de- | 


TIME MAG BASIS 
OF NEW TON 
COMMERSH 


San Antonio, Aug. 27 

News and editorial comment fresh 
from the pages of Time, weekly newg 
| mag, form the basis of a new wee!- <ly 
| program series produced and orig. 
| inated in the Dallas studios of the 
| Texas Quality Network and to 








be 
‘heard over WOATI here; KPRC, 
_Houston; WBAP, Fort Worth, and 


WFAA, Dallas, 
| (29). 

Titled ‘From the Pages of Time,’ 
| Program wil be aired on the eve of 
the appearance of Time on the news- 
| stands. Material for the broadcasts 
| will be furnished by the editors of 
|Time. Sam Acheson, of the edi- 
torial staff of the Dallas News, will 
condense it into narrative form and 
the program will be transcribed for 


beginning Thursday 


| radio by Robert J. Roth, producer of 
| the series. 

New program is not to be eon. 
fused with ‘The March of Time,’ pro. 
duced on national networks in the 
| past. The format of the new pro- 


| gram, for which exclusive permission 
has been granted the sponsors of the 
| WFAA series, will be different trom 
| that of the web series. The back- 
| ground and significance of the news 
|}of the week will be presented 
narrative form by three commenta- 
tors, rather than in dramatic 
sodes 

| Broadcasts will be sponsored by 
| the Byer-Rolnick Co.,: makers of 
| men’s hats. 


in 


epl - 











AHUNDRED GRAND! 


® That's what CKAC 


this Spring to provide het- 


spent 


ter service to the clients who 


buy 68% of its time. 


@A brand new transmitter, | 
two new studios, another 
floor of office space — the 
better to reach the richest 


single market in Canada. 
e 


“Only One of Ite Kind tin Awmorica” 


CRAC 


MONTREAL 


A CBS Affiliate 














“Canada’s Busiest Station” 








U. 8S. Rep.: JOS. H. McGILLVRA 








| 











Oats will be back with another | 
variety show, this time in a Sunday | 
afternoon niche on the NBC-Red. 

In the category of dramatic names. 
Orson Welles is absent completely 
and the acvent of Helen Hayes for | 
Lipton’s Tea represents merely aj} 
new check signator. Last year she| 
did a series with Welles for Camp-| 
bell Soup. Newcomers to the spon- 
sored dramatic roster include ‘Ev ery-| 
man’s Theatre’ (Procter & Gamble), | 
‘We, the Abbotts,’ (Best Foods), and} 
‘Kate Hopkins’ and ‘Portia Blake’ 
(General Food). 

Of the programs specializing In 
heart-on-sleeve exhibitionism, the’ 


















YOUR BEST NATIONAL SPOT BUY 
ANEW APPROACH TO THE NEW YORK MARKEF — 


DAY and NIGHT 
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FCC. Decisions 


SESE ESHA PEE FEF 4444444444444444444444444444 


Washington, Aug. 27. 


Application of WHJB, Pitisburgh 
Radio Supply House, Greensburg, 
Pa., was designated for further hear- 
ing by the FCC to give transmitter 
a last chance to prove that its opera- 
tion on a proposed new assignment 
would be in the public interest. Co- 
incidentally, a change in frequency 
and power boost for WROL, Knox- 
ville, Tenn., was approved and 
WTMJ, Milwaukee, was given a lift 
from 1 to 5 kw. 

WHJB had asked for 
operation with 1 kw., 


full 
instead 


time 


watts. This, however, would cause 
eg tangle with the other two stations. 

Several other stations, including 
KQV and WJAS, Pittsburgh, would 
be affected by WHJB’s full-time 
operation, it was pointed out. In ad- 
dition ‘the operation of WHJB would 
preclude the operation of WROL in 
the public interest; and the opera- 
tion of WTMJ would preclude the 
operation of WHJB.”. WROL and 
WTMJ, however, could both operate 
simultaneously without adversely af- 
fecting the public interest. 

In permitting the Knoxville trans- 
mitter, WROL, to move from the 
1,310 ke. ribbon to 620 ke. and giving 
it 1 kw. days and 500 watts nights, 
in place of its present assignment of 


250 watts, an ‘improved technical 
service’ will be made available in 
the Knoxville area, Commish de- 


clared. Limitation of a proposed 
new station at Syracuse (Sentinel 
Broadcasting Corp., licensee) would 
eccur to the new transmitter’s 6.8 
millivolt per meter contour, how- 
ever, through WTMJ’s promotion to 
5 kw. 

In handing down the 
decision, Commish pointed out 
WJMB might want to be heard on 


matters which were ‘net in issue’ at 


ihe hearing on WHJB’s application. 
The grant to WROL and WTMJ ‘will 
not in itself necessitate the ultimate 
denial’ of WHJB’s request, it was 
explained, and if the applicant can 
show that operation as proposed 
would be in the public interest the 
FCC would be ‘compelled’ to grant 
the request. This would be true, the 


of | 
merely daytime operation with 250, 


three-way 


| Commish said, ‘even though such ac- 
tion might require a future modifica- 
tion of the action taken on the 
WROL and WTMJ applications.’ 
CBS Gets Okay 
New York, Aug. 27. 

CBS has been granted a construc- 

tion 


station at Brentwood, N. Y. 
It's to use 50,000 watts. 
Monocacy Finally Wins 


Frederick, Md., Aug. 27. 
WFMD, owned and operated by 
the Monocacy Broadcasting Co., has 


won its two-year fight before the 
Federal Communications Commis- 


sion for an increase of power and 
hours of operation on 900 k.c. It’s 
to be full time and at 500 watts, with 
a directional antenna. 

Station filed its original applica- 
tion in October, 1938, and in the in- 
terim faced opposition from WBEN, 
Buffalo: WJAX, Jacksonville, and 
WKY, Oklahoma, all of whom either 
sought increased power on the same 
band, or demurred on the ground of 
interference. 

Texas Station Upped 
Lubbock, Texas, Aug. 27. 

KFYO, 
by the Plains Radio Broadcasting Co.. 
was granted a nighttime power boost 
by the FCC. Station heretofore op- 
erated with 250 watts daytime and 
100 night on 1,310 kilocycles. 

Will have 250 watts unlimited by 
the FCC decree. 


Muffs Political Try 


New Bedford, Mass., 
Earie D. Wilson, news 
WNBH, filed papers for 
| nomination as Bristel county clerk 
of courts, but missed getting his 
name on the ballot by 25 signatures 
Democratic candidate, the incumbent, 
through a slip-up, now has no Re- 
publican opponent in a_ territory 
nominally a G.O.P. stronghold 
Reports have it Wilson will seek to 
get Republican nomination 
stickers in the September primary. 


Aug. 27. 
editor at 
Republican 


the on 





permit for a new international | 


| NBC 


owned and operated here | 


of Troy 
minute ‘Five Star Final of Sports’ 
six evenings weekly, for one year, 
over WTRY. 
through Hevenor Agency of Albany, | 


at 
over 


of 
games 
tract 


AKRON’S NEW WAKR 
IN LAVISH QUARTERS 


Akron, Aug. 27. 
Studio and offices for Akron’s first 
station, the new 
Sta- 


with entrances from three 


Construction work already is un- 


derway and S. Bernard Berk expects 
to 


Oct. 1. 


have his station on the air by 


Station will be a basic Blue net- 


work outlet for NBC and will oper- 
ate 
watt power. 
ing constructed south of the city. 


1,530 kilocycles with 1,000- 
The transmitter is e- 


on 





Upstate NY. Brewery 


Heavy on Air Plugs 


Troy, N. Y., Aug. 27. 
Fitzgerald Brewing Co. is conduct- 
ing an extensive radio campaign. 
Concern is sponsoring Roy Shudt. 
Record Papers, in a 15- 


In addition, company, 


is using five-minute combinations of 
sports and music, 
five-minute 
transcriptions, 


late-evening music 


three times weekly, on WIBX, Utica: 


five-minute 
5:30 p.m., 
WGN, 


sports and news blocks 
several days each week, 
Newburgh, and 50-word 


announcements immediately preced- 


chain broadcasts 
league’ baseball 
Pittsfield. Con- 
station runs 


and following 
Boston majo! 
via WBRK, 
on Massachusetts 


until Oct. 12. 


ing 


WAKR, will) 
be the most elaborate in town. 
tion will be located in First Central 
Tower and will occupy 5,200 square 
feet, 


downtown main streets. ‘smoke had cleared away, 


There will be three studios, | 
one to accommodate an audience of 
50. 


three times weekly, | 
over WSLB, Ogdensburg; 


SENATOR TOBEY CHARGES FCC MEMBERS 
ACCEPTED GIFTS, FAVORS FROM RCA 


Pee ae alls of Radio i FCC Likely as 
Hearings on ’32 Patent Pool End—Col Brown 
Completely Lost Among Sensational Accusations 


Washington, Aug. 27. 
The Senate Interstate Commerce 
committee’s prolonged whodunit con- 
cerning the alleged RCA fix of the 


Federal court at Wilmington came. 


(23). When the 
it seemed 
probable that the radio industry and 
the FCC face the long-agitated con- 


gressional investigation. 


to a close Friday 


settlement of the 1932) 
radio patent pool monopoly case had 
stopped bouncing off the walls of the 
committee room, Senator Charles W. 
Tobey, of New Hampshire, intro- 
duced a resolution calling for the 
probe. At the same time he charged 
that he had received information 
that some members of the FCC ‘have 
in the past received perquisites, 
gifts, favors or emoluments of one 
kind or another from one or more 
of the radio systems of the Radio 
Corp. of America.’ 
was made in a formal letter which 
Tobey wrote to each member of the 
Commission. 


The probe would be undertaken by 


the Senate Interstate Commerce 
committee, of which Senator Burton 
K. Wheeler, Montana Democrat, is 
chairman. 


Introduction of the investigation 
resolution came about as a result of 
sensational accusations during the 


hearing just concluded, which began | 


innocently enough as an inquiry into 
the qualifications of Col. 
Brown for renomination to the FCC, 
but which ended with Brown a for- 
gotten figure and the RCA very 
much out front and very red in the 
face. A long parade of witnesses 
told the committee of various angles 


of the RCA’s successful effort to se- 
cure postponement of the Justice 
Department's anti-trust suit before! 


| the 


This assertion |! 


Thad H.| 


the Delaware Federal Court in O¢ce- 
tober, 1932, and left RCA under sus- 
picion of having engineered the 
postponement through two former 
United States Senators. 

So serious were the implications 
of a fix that it is possible that there 
will be further congressional inves- 
tigation of the Delaware Federa) 


, Court. 


When charges and counter-charges , 
regarding 


J. Austin Smith Heard 

At the final session of the hearing. 
Committee heard J. Austin 
Smith, New York accountant, defend 
himself against charges that he was 
‘a crook and a dishonest man.’ Smith 
once wrote a report for- some 
minority stockholders in RCA in 
which he criticized the corporation, 
then at a later date he was employed 
by RCA and at that time revised his 
statement and termed RCA a ‘wholly 
sound and completely honest’ organi- 
zation. 

Some idea of how far the hearing 
strayed from its original intent may 
be obtained from an observation by 
Senator Neely, of West Virginia, at 
the final session. 

‘I have been here for the iast 
three sessions of this hearing,’ he 
said, ‘and I don’t think I have heard 
Col. Brown’s name mentioned once.’ 

The committee is scheduled to 
meet in executive session this week 
to act on the renomination of Brown. 

Plugeing the Staff 
Des Moines, Aug. 27. 

WHO will distribute some 26.000 
booklets telling about the program 
and personnel setup of the station at 
the Iowa State Fair in connection 
with its operation of WHO's crystal 
studio on the fair grounds. It will 
be the seventh consecutive year for 
fair studios. 

Booklet is thickly studded with 
pictures of WHO and NBC-red mike 
personalities. 
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Michigan State Fair Sours on Name 


Rands Which Put It in Profit Class 


Detroit, Aug. 27. 
They're giving the Michigan State 
Faic here back to the farmers, and 
the jitterbugs don’t like it. Putting 
the emphasis on prize bulls, pump- 
kins, farm machinery, trotting races 


— 





British Best Sellers 


(Week Ending Aug. 3, 1940) 


(Sixpenny Numbers) 
ieee BES sas bea 9<8 5 Connelly 
I A ey bke os st nears Wood 


and such, the Fair officials may have Tiggerty Boo............Maurice 
pulled a prize themselves, but in re- Dreams Grow Old...... Feldman 
verse English, It may bring in the Old as seen e teen ee eee eees — 
q ce ea re ne a ay 
farmers from around the State, but eat net Be Ir. ...... 0s Gay 
the fair has been paying off by its You Made Me Care....... Norris 
pull on more than 1,500,000 urbanites This Year’s Roses........ Wright 
here. Round-Up Song............+ Day 
No slight part of the lure for the (Shilling Numbers) 
city folks and their youngsters were Nightingale Sang....... Maurice 
the amusements, particularly the Se re Chappell 
name bands paraded in rapid suc- Woodpecker Song........... Sun 
eession. Last spring, after several | Fall in Love Again...... Maurice 
seasons of bringing in the biggest; Man Paint Fence........ Prowse 
combos in the country, the fair 


It seems the 1939 
Ye 


chilled on them. 
fair wound up $3.10 in the red. ; 
Carton, Deputy Commissioner of 
Agriculture, claimed that they lost 
$25.000 last season through the name 
bands. 

This was peculiar in view of the} 
past history of the bands in building | 
the Fair up on attendance. In 1936, 
the last year without bands, the 
Fair played to 204,000 admissions. 
The following year, Frank Isbey took 








Silver Takes 
Over Lincoln: 
Spitzer, G. M. 


over and put Wayne King in the) 


Coliseum for 10 days. 


509, Coliseum 
show. 

The real splurge came in 1938 
with a 16-day run during which, on 
two and three-night stands, Rudy 
Vallee, Benny Goodman, Guy Lom- 
bardo, Buddy Rogers an@ Kay Kyser 
came in. After the regular show’s 
close, dancing from 10 p.m. to 12:30 
am. was featured. Business was a 
smash, 
sions and a profit of $120,000, credit 
being given to the bands for hauling 
the folks through the gates. 


chiefly due to the 


The Fair | 
played to 421,000 paid admissions | 


‘ -| 
end wound up with a profit of $632, |coln Music Corp, from Artie Shaw 


There were 728,000 admis- | 





Abner Silver has brought the Lin- 


and the latter’s lawyer, Andy Wein 
| berger. The purchase price is $26,- 
/000. Henry Spitzer will join the new 
| Lincoln setup as general manager. 
| Spitzer, states Silver, will have no 
| financial interest in the firm. He 
| was the former g.m. for Chappell 
Music. 

| Silver will continue his partner- 
ship in Mayfair Music Co. (formerly 
Joe. Davis Music Co.) with Willie 
Horowitz. Under the original plans, 
| Larry Spier was to have an interest 


Last year the Fair, starting to | in the Lincoln catalog with Salver, 

Ss > = ee , 

charge admissions, paraded Benny | 2“ this is now out. sae 

Goodman, Wayne King, Bob Crosby | Shaw’s stock ownership in Lin- 
j : f ;coln amounted to 75% Silver- 


and Glen Gray across 10 days. There 
were plenty of tough breaks: an in- 
fantile paralysis scare which made 
folks stay out of crowds and the 
outbreak of the war in Europe. Still, 
the fair pulled in 407,000 customers. 

But the blast was put on the bands. 
This year they have been moved out 
of the big Coliseum to a new ‘moon- 
light dance arbor’ (only 7,000 square 


feet) and Shep Fields, Dick Jurgens, | 


Ted Fiorito and Wayne King will be 
spread over 11 days. The bands are 
being played down in the ballyhoo| 


the Lin- 
Shall Be 


| Spitzer’s first release under 
'eoln banner will be ‘There 
No Night.’ 


ee 


‘| Am American’ Moves 
| Into Best Seller Class 
Despite Networks’ Ban 


Mercer & Morris’ ‘Shout Wherever 


Jack Harris’ Debut 


New band under Jack Harris, the 
American-English maestro who has 
been forced to remain on this side 
by the war, will pick up its first date 
|next month, opening at the Stork 
|Club, New York, Sept. 17. Band has 
| been in rehearsal for the past couple 
|of months. 
| Though on the other side for a 
number of years, Harris retained his 
U. S. citizenship and N.Y. local 802 
musician membership. 


GLASER QUITS 
CRA: FRICTION 
WITH GREEN 





= 


5 


As a result 
of Consolidated Radio Artists, over 
| the Les Brown booking at the Lin- 
| coln hotel, New York, Glaser has 
jsplit with CRA and will shift to a 
ore office. Break is effective Sept. 
| 1, lawyers currently at work pre- 
| paring the necessary legal 
|CRA ceases booking Glaser’s bands 
' Friday (30). 

'solidated and president of the sec- 
ond outfit set up to control the com- 
bined workings of the two men, 
which was incorporated under the 
title of Glaser-Consolidated. 
handling Les Brown, Glaser directs 
Louis Armstrong, Andy Kirk. Eddie 


Hot Lips Paige and Glenn Garr, the 
only other white band he has besides 
Brown. 





Dorsey ‘Picketed’ By 
Writer Who Claims 


| A a) 
‘Never Smile Again 


Tommy Dorsey is currently being 
plagued by a chap who claims to 
have written the lyrics of ‘I'll Never 


Smile Again,’ the hit tune published | 


by Dorsey’s Sun Musie Co. Both 


melody and lyrics were written by 
|Ruth Lowe. former pianist with Ina | 


Ray Hutton. Plaguer is Ernie Mar- 
shall of Brooklyn, who says he sold 
the lyrics of the click to Dorsey for 


$15. 


the Astor hotel, N.Y., recently for 
bracing the leader on the bandstand 
and subsequently was the subject of 
handbills that were passed out along 


of friction between | 
Joe Glaser and Charlie Green, head | 


papers. | 


Glaser was vice-president of Con-| 


Beside 


South, Billie Holliday, Roy Eldridge, | 


Marshall was forcibly ejected from 


and the Coliseum turned back to the) you May Be, I Am An American’ 
farmers for the showing of livestock.| has moved into the best-seller class, 

No matter what the attendance) making it the only other patriotic 
figures total, it is felt that the bands/ tune, outside of ‘God Bless America’ 
aren't getting a fair break this year! and ‘Ballad of an American,’ to have 
in which to display what draw they! clicked with Americans since the 


have and will eventually be eased 
out by the present administration, 


JENNY DISBANDS TO 
JOIN ARTIE SHAW 


Jack Jenney disbanded his orch 
Thursday (22) and left New York by 
plane to take a place in the trémbone 
section of Artie Shaw’s new 
Leader had been the recipient of 


several offers by Shaw before he de- | 


cided to accept. His move was sud- 
den, as his crew was scheduled for a 
date at the Million Dollar Pier, At- 
lantic City, all this week beginning 
Sunday (25). 

Anita Boyer followed Jenney coast- 
ward to join Shaw Sunday (25) night 
and handled the vocals on Shaw’s 
broadcast with Burns and Allen the 
following night. 


GAC Lands Breese In 
_ Beverly Hills, KY,, Spot 


Cincinnati, Aug. 27, 
First General Amusement Corp., 
booking for Beverly Hills C. C,, 
swank Kentucky nitery opposite 
Cincy. was landed last week by Bob 
Weems, manager of GAC’s office re- 
cently opened here. Contract is for 





a fortnight’s engagement by Lou enclosed a note suggesting that the|19. It'll be staged again at Manhat- | 
Breese’s orch, opening Sept. 13. MCA! park management reinforce the ball- ltan Center, N. Y., and run identical 


- has handled most of the spot’s band, room. floor... During. Lewis’ last ap-| With last year’s shindig. 


bookings thus far. 


band. 


outbreak of the present World War. 
| ‘I Am an American’ represents an- 
| other instance of a song getting over 
| despite the restraints put on its per- 
| formance by the networks. The 
number has been plugged in band 
presentation houses and around 
summer resorts. Also on records. 
While it discourages the airing of 
the same tune over its network, Co- 


lumbia Broadcasting has decided to | 


put a special! campaign behind the 
anti-war ditty, ‘Goodbye, Mother,’ as 
far as its phonograph recording sub- 
sidiary is concerned. The ballyhoo 
will revolve around the record of 
the tune made by Dick Jurges un- 
der the Okeh label. 


Des Moines Spot Extends | 


Des Moines, Aug. 27. 


Although Riverview amusement! 
park here will close officially Labor | 
day with a dawn dance and fire- 


| works, the Riviera ballroom in the 

park will continue operating for a 

fall season. Ted Lewis’ band and 
| floorshow will open .the ballroom’s 
j|autumn program Sept. 4. Pians call 
| for 
_ dances 
| attractions when available. 


|dancing through the winter is re- 
ported being discussed. 


| With his signed contract, Lewis 


regular Saturday and Sunday | 
with name band mid-week | 
Possi- | 
| bility of heating the ballroom for) 


; pearance at the park several years | 


Broadway advertising his claims. 
The printed form is strangely worded 
and gives rise to the thought that 
the whole thing has a colored boy in 
the woodpile. It says: ‘Lost Cause 
Bulletin. Is Ed Sullivan to (sic) 
friendly with Tommy Dorsey to print 
the truth about who wrote the lyrics 
of ‘Smile. It then goes on to say, 
‘With sworn statements to verify as 
to the actual writer of the lyrics, 
Ernie Marshall swears that he wrote 
and sold the lyrics to Tommy Dorsey 


for $15.’ Thing then becomes _ in- 
consistent by continuing, ‘If Ruth 
Lowe claims the lyrics, ask her if 
|sShe received any money for her} 
efforts, or is it possible that Ruth | 


Lowe, out of kindness, gave the song 
to Dorsey Signed Rocco. 
As a matter of fact, Dorsey didn’t 


gratis.’ 


hear the tune until long after it! 
was written. It first came to his! 
attention when one of the members 
of his band heard it on the air as 
played by Percy Faith’s band in 
Toronto last September, while 


| Dorsey’s crew was playing a date at 
jthe Canadian National Exposition. 
An off-the-air record of the number 


was made and Dorsey brought the | 
;platter back to New York. He had 
it several months before publishing 


it and cutting his Victor record ver- 
sion, which has gone far toward 
popularizing the writing. 





802’s Ball Nov. 19 


Fourth annual Medical Ball benefit | 
to help the medical dept. of New 


| York local 802 of the American. Fed- | 


eration of Musicians is set for Nov. | 


) 


Flock of bands will donate services | 


Weems also signed the Nether- | ago, the floor of the old ballroom/in relays under the m.c.ing of Mar- | 


its Pavilion Caprice season Oct, 24. 
Ork not as yet decided upon. 


' 


land Plaza for a band to start off | 


collapsed under the weight 


of tin Block, while WNEW, N. Y., airs | 


| Maye1 


LL 


Bands at the Boxoffice 





(Presented herewith, as a weekly tabulation, ts the estimated cover 
charge business being done by name bands in various New York hotels, 
Dinner business (7-10 P.M.) not rated. Figures after name of hote! give 
| room capacity and cover charge. Larger amount designates weekend and 
| holiday price.) 





| Covers Total 
Weeks Past Covers 

| Band Hotel Played Week On Date 
Will Hudson......Lincoln (225; S0c-$1).......cccccsee 3 25 975 
| Wocdy Herman*...New Yorker (400; 75c-$1.50)........ 2 1,500 3.650 
Russ Morgan..... Pennsylvania (500; 75c-$1.50)........ 2 1,025 2.475 
Tommy Dorsey*.. Astor (900; 75c-$1)............00008, 14 9 3,575 44,100 
Ray Kinney*.....Lexington (300; 2 .. | re 15 1,300 18.450 
Alvino Rey......Biltmore (300; $1-$1.50)............. y 275 4,825 


* Asterisks indicate a supporting floor show, although the band is the 
major draw. 





Inside Stuf—Music 








Guy Lombardo’s band has been taking it pretty easy this past summer. 
On the average the outfit has been doing two one-nighters a week and a 
broadcast rehearsal and broadcast, vacationing the rest of the time. Leader 
accepted only two location dates since early summer, the current stand at 
| Jones Beach, L. I., and a five-day bit at the Totem Pole B., Boston. 

Before going back into the Roosevelt hotel, New York, next month, 
the outfit will play a couple of weeks in theatres and a couple of one- 
nighters. Band will fly from N. Y. to a date at a Tobacco Festival at South 
Boston, Va., Sept. 6, and fly back to another single date at Atlantic City 
the following day (7). 





Per custom, Santly-Joy-Select and Famous Music split the score of 
‘Rhythm on the River’ as they do on all Bing Crosby's Paramount pictures, 
Johnny Burke and Jimmy Monaco co-authored, with one interpolation, 
‘I Don’t Want to Cry Any More,’ by director-songsmith Victor Schertzinger, 
Famous Music publishes that also, along with three 
A flip of the coin determines which num- 


| who megged the film. 
of the six Burke-Monaco tunes. 
bers go to what firm. 

Incidentally, Crosby's outside pictures (as for Universal) are 100% pub- 
lished by Santly-Joy-Select. 


Teddy Powell is currently rehearsing the new band he will take into the 
Famous Door, N. Y., middle of September. Powell has leased the Door and 
after a run with his own band will continue to operate it with other crews 


on the stand 

New outfit retains only two of the men from his old band. It's now 
staffed by Gene Zanoni, Harry Davis, Phil Oliviello, Lenny Hartman, 
saxes; Jimmy Moriaelle, Jerry Neary, Lou Rugsiero, trumpets: John Grassi, 


Tony Rego, trombones: Buddy Weed, piano; Farnum Fox, drums; Buddy 
Christian, drums, and Van Lake, guitar. 
Pennsylvania hotel, New York, telephone operators have answered a 


number of calls during the past few weeks made by dialers who aie curi- 
ous about the song ‘Pennsylvania 6-5000°. Title of the tune represents the 
hotel’s actual telephone number. 

Tune, a jump thing similar to ‘Tuxedo Junction,” was written by the 
Glenn Miller band last spring while the outfit was [écated in the Penn's 
Cafe Rouge. In addition to ‘6000,’ Miller had another tune he tagged ‘Cafe 
Rouge, name of the grillroom in the Hotel Pennsylvania. 


Robbins, Feist and Miller Musie royalties for the first six months of 
1940 amounted to $120,476, an imcrease of 22% over the same period In 
1939. The royalty to writers’ earnings were divided among the three firms 
follows: Robbins, $63,678: Feist, $46,388: Miller, $10,410. Payments to 
writers were made on more than 1,800 statements 

During the first six months of 1939, royalty figures totalled $97,000 for 
| the three music firms. 


as 


As well as passing out bandleader batons by the hundreds each week, 
in connection with his ‘So You Want to Lead a Band’ gag, Sammy Kaye 
now is carting around smoking pipes which are given to all stage hands 
in the theatres he plays in lieu of tips. They are assertedly good briars. 

Leader also has a contest running, with a $50 first prize, for the theatre 
p.a. doing the best publicity job on his theatre stands. 


° 

One of the strangest selling records currently is a six-month-old cutting 
by the Charioteers, a harmony singing group, of ‘The Gaucho Serenade’. 
Cut and released late last March, the platter has been climbing steadily 


in sales and at the moment has become Columbia Record’s third best 
seller. The tune itself has long since passed into oblivion as a popular 
number, 


A gesture that floored a flock of song pluggers was made last week by 
Abe Lyman, who now has his orchestra in the Bon-Air, Chicago. Song 
reps tossed a birthday party for Lyman, and when the entire thing was 
over and the check was called for, the boys were told that there wasn't 
any check because Lyman had already reached for it. 


Robbins Music holds the renewal rights to the lyrics of ‘When I Dream 
of Old Erin, I am Dreaming of You’. It obtained from the writer, 
Marvin Lee. Shapiro, Bernstein & Co. recently acquired the renewal 
rights to the song's melody from the mother of the late Leo Friedman, 
its composer, which makes both firms eligible to publish the same number. 


them 


Max Mayer, of Paull-Pioneer Music Co., has protested to the Warner 
Bros.’ music group about the publication of ‘Devil May Care,’ whose 
melody he claims is similar to that of ‘Kiss and Remember.’ a tune which 
put out last year. ‘Devil's’ melody was written by Harry Warren, 
while the composer of ‘Kiss’ was Natalie Mayer. Max Mayer's sister. 


Milton Diamond of New York played Santa Claus with part of his Decca 
Records stock during June. Latest Securities and Exchange Commission 
report shows he gave away 100 shares of common, in two 50-share bun- 
dles, but still has 6,471 pieces. 





Pi Never Smile Again’ (Sun) has to date sold around 160,000 copies of 
sheet music. The weekly turnover is 20,000 copies. Record Sales on the 
tune are figured tohave.gone over the 500,000 mark, with Tommy Dorsey's 


| version (Victor) alone expected to do 200,000. 





Casa Loma band’s version of ‘Na Name Jive’ (Decca) has sold to date 
over 200,000 records. The number was composed by boys in the unit and 
is published by the outfit’s own firm, Plymouth Publishing Co. 


Because a radio announcer got his tongue twisted Bobby Byrne’s trom- 


dancers crowded arounfl the band-' it all night in place of its ‘Milkman’s | bone group is now called the Four Trombyrnes. 


stand. 


| Matinee.” 


' 


It was liked so much the tag was kept. 
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BANDLEADERS, {Important Copyright Test Case 
oR le. Sees Sioken Pert et oS May Develop From WB vs. Fisher 


Over Rights to ‘When Irish Eyes 


‘Practice’ started Monday (26), according to jobbers, to show they were | 
} 





going some place. Calls from retailers were strong and this, the jobs eT 
bers figure, may have largely been attributable to the dealers’ inclina- 
tion to stock up on something that was getting top plugs, It’s too early, 
say the jobbers, to tell whether the tune has hit possibilities. 

‘Practice,’ likewise, made the Lucky Strike Hit Parade (CBS) last 
weekend. It was given ninth place. Obviously this was based almost 
entirely on its performance rating, since the tune’s sheet sales hadn't 
got underway, or its phonograph record versions released. The Lucky 
Strike compilations are supposed to take all three factors into con- 
sideration, 


(‘Claim Orch Men With Pub-| 
lishing Sidelines Are Chief | 
Sore Spot — Either Chiefly | 
Plug Own Tunes, or Log-| 


roll Other Maestros’ Songs Cleveland, Aug. 27. 
oe Hotel execs are going into a hud-} 
with LeRoy Repp, 


‘dle next week 
OVER-ARRANGING 


|head cof local musicians’ union, to | 





+ 

! 
| Important test case on an inter- 
Cleve. Local Asks Boost Testing phase of copyright renewals 
, - may develop from the controversy 
inow going on between the Warner 
Bros. publishing group and the Fred 
Fisher Music Co. over the rights to 
‘When Irish Eyes Are Smiling.’ Mills 




















Oberstein In Middle of Fight For 


Stock Control of 





——— 
! 


Difficulties in which the U. S. Rec- | 
ord Co. is now involved are de- | 
scribed within the phonograph rec- | 
ord and music publishing trades as 
strictly due to the fight which two 
factions are waging for control of 
the organization. On one side’ are 
the New York bankers, on the other 
is the group which owns the Scran- | 
ton plant which does U.S.’s pressing. 
Caught in the middle is Eli Ober- 
gsiein, the operating head of the com- | 


pany, and the $30,000 of his own 
moriey that he has invested in the 
company. 

The New York bankers in UV. S. 
Record are of the opinion that the | 
project would make much more of 
a profit if it didn’t have to pay such a 
big proportion of the operating costs 
for pressing, while the Scranton 
group of stockholders in U. S. wants 
the price to remain as is and the 
work to be continued at that plant. 
Meanwhile one faction has been try- 
ing to freeze out the other. 

While this attempt at freezing out 
has been going on, Oberstein has 
been holding conversations with J. C. 
Stein, of the Music Corp. of America, 
on the subject of the latter coming 
into the venture as a major stock- 
holder. If this deal goes through 
there may result one of the most 
drastic reajignments of band affilia- 
tions that the phonograph record in- 
dustry has ever experienced. 

As for the suits for back royalties 
recently brought by 34 music pub- 
lishing firms against U. S. Record, 
the music industry knows that U. S. 


Record is thoroughly solvent, but it 
figured that court action might not 
only serve to protect its accumu- 
lated royalties, but precipitate a solu- 
lion of the intra-organizational fight 
which would, in turn, put an end 
to the present freezing of U. S. Rec- 


ord’s funds in the bank, 


BUNNY BERIGAN AGAIN 
OUT OF DORSEY CREW 


Bunny 
Dorsey 


Berigan and the Tommy 

band have parted again 
After being on notice once or twice 
before, Berigan was let go last Tues- 
day night (20) following the Dorsey 
unit’s broadcast for Pepsodent. Un- 
derstood Berigan will again attempt 
® band of his own. He disbanded his 
last one when he rejoined Dorsey 
f£everal months ago. 

Shortly after he came back, Dorsey 
began paying a certain percentage 
of Berigan’s salary each week to the 
musicians’ union to go toward paying 
off debts Berigan accumulated when 
operating a band of his own. He 
was the trumpeter on Dorsey's ar- 
rangement of ‘Song of India,’ which, 
backed up with ‘Marie,’ was the step- 
Ping stone to success for the Dorsey 
band five or six years ago. 





Pollack Repeats in Ky. 


27 


Chicago, Aug. 

Ben Pollack’s orch has been set 
for a return engagement at the, 
Trocadero, Henderson, Ky., starting 
Sept. 4 for an indef stay. 
Pollack’s band played there earlier 
this summer. Before returning, Pol- | 
lack will do a week’s stand at the 
Tunetown ballroom, St. Louis. \ 


+ 


U.S. Record Corp. 


Kennedy's Family Here 








Wife and two children of Jimmy 


Kennedy, the songwriter, arrived in| 
|New York from London Monday (26) | 


to remain for the duration of the 
war, 

Boy is five years old and the girl, 
three years. 


o 


BMI, METRO 
DEAL COLD 





— 


All deals with radio interests for 
all the Metro-Robbins 
music catalogs are completely eold. 
Metro is back to where it was sev- 
eral months ago on the question of 
disposing of 
after its present contract with the 
American 


or part of 


Society of Composers, 
Authors and Publishers expires Dec. 
31, 1940. If it doesn’t re-sign with 


ASCAP, it has but one alternative, 


licensing its own rights direct to, 


users, 

Metro isn’t expected to extend its 
agreement wth ASCAP until it 
what disposition the U. S. Depart- 
ment of Justice makes of its investi- 
gation of ASCAP. Within ASCAP 
circles it is readily accepted that 
indictments be handed down 
against the Society's officers A 
date for such even cited. 
It's been given as 8, or some 
time during that 

It is reported 
Paley, CBS 
at 
the deal 


sees 


will 
action 1s 
Oct. 
week, 
that 


Was 


William 
prepared 
least the Feist catalog, 
struck a snag when he 
insisted that he be given a war- 
ranty on the thousands of copy- 
rights embraced by the Feist cata- 
log. David Bernstein, Metro treas- 
urer, it is further reported, rejected 


Ss. 
prez, to 
acquire 
but 


this provision as impossible. Paley 
would have put up the money for 
the catalog and at the same time 
given Broadcast Music, Inec., an op- 
tion to lease the performing rights, 
or purchase the catalog itself at the 
price pa Metro The Fe deal 
alone embraced $1,750,000 as agains 


the original $3,750,000 dicker fo! 
Robbins; Feist and Miller catalogs 


COLUMBIA MARKETS 
ITS 1ST PHONOGRAPHS 


Columbia Records has quietly gone 
about the production of portable and 
home table model phonographs, and 
last week marketed the first series of 
machines turned out. It’s the first 
time Columbia, or its parent com- 
pany, Columbia Broadcasting, has 
dabbled in such items, though Decca 
Records has had phonographs of its 
own available for some time. RCA- 
Victor, of course, has always manu- 
factured radios and phonographs. 

Columbia is selling three models— 
a regular portable, another from 
which the speaker can be detached 
and hung on a wal! for better repro- 
duction, and a small home table set 





Traditionally, business 


bad, the music publishers take stock 


when 


| discuss 
| crease 


is | 


of themselves and seek the solution | 


for it all, They have several alibis 


at the moment. 


| Major sore spots are the bandlead- 


;ers who are also music publishers 


and, when not plugging their own 
| 
|tunes, logrojl the other maestros in 


exchange for reciprocal plugs. 
The music jobbers are also on the 


,;pan for allegedly cutting into the 
{pubs by featuring their own copy- 
{righted reprints. The mechanical 
men also are charged with having a 
‘piece’ of this or that indie music 
|firm, or band; of ‘backing up’ hits 
With their own ‘dog tunes,’ etc. 

| When a ballad hit is created, just 
to name one more peeve, the pub- 
lishers squawk that the leaders so 
over-arrange or distort the original 
melody it quickly kills off the tune. 
It’s for, that reason that they endorse 
what Irving Berlin did by restrict- 
ing his ‘God Bless America’ in order 
that this anthem shouldn’t be 
torted by syncopation or other ‘spe- 
cial’ arrangement. On the other 
j|hand, a limited percentage of tunes 
can be so ‘restricted’ under the 
ASCAP license. 


its performing rights | 


Fred Guss, Freed On 

_ Murder Rap, Coralling 

| New Flying Orchestra 
Paroled ie ae ee ae 


penitentiary, and exonerated of a 
murder charge, Fred Guss, ex-band- 


latter’s request for an 
in scale for hotel musicians. 
At present they are scaled at $2 
per hour for first twelve hours and 
$1.50 for every hour after that. 


OLD-TIME TU 


HOT IN AUSSIE 


Sydney, Aug. 7. 


Current war has brought a yen 
from the public for songs made 
'popular around World War 1. Com- 


, munity sings, both on the air and in 


} * 
| theatres, 


dis- | 


their com- 
plete popularity with the masses by 
the presentation of 
numbers as ‘Memories.’ 
Life,’ ‘St. Louis Blues,’ 
Troubles,’ ‘Pretty Baby,’ ‘Roses of 
Picardy, ‘Oh Johnny,’ ‘Indiana,’ 
‘Alice Blue Gown,’ ‘Long Long Trail,’ 
‘Tipperary,’ ‘Keep the Home Fires 
Burning’ and ‘Sylvia.’ 

Next in favor are such numbers 
‘T’ll Pray for You,’ ‘Wish Me Luck,’ 


only maintain 


such oldtime 
‘This Is the 
‘Pack Up You 


as 


‘There'll Always Be An _ England’ 
and ‘If a Grey-Haired Lady.’ Most 
|popular local efforts appear to be 


|*‘We’re Marching On’ and ‘The Bold 
Bad Boys of Ingleburn.’ 


week. 


In this sector there is a community 
concert every day and night of the 
Theatre managements have 
audience singing prior to 
start of regular film bill, and in 
every instance the old songs carry 
the most appeal. Even dance man- 
agements are having band 


started 


leaders 


_dress up in 1940 style the numbers 


master, is going back to his former | 


trade by organizing a 11-piece 
chestra patterned after his old outfit 
The Cleveland musician directed a 
troupe of ‘Musical Aviators’ up 
1938, he was involved in a 
16-year-old stickup murder by cir- 
cumstantial evidence that was later 
discredited. 

In 1929, Guss, 
John Kosinski, 


or- 


to 


when 


whose real is 
sold the of a 
fiying to boost aviation to 
Casey Jones, prez of Curtis-Wright 
Jones became the angel of his unit 
which toured the RKO circuit and 
played at Park Central hotel, New 
York, for 18 months 
32, with a Columbia hook-up. 
While fighting his case from 
hind prison bars for two years, 


name 
idea 
band 


about in 

be- 
Guss 
gett in 


pent his time co ng 


f< 


Nposing 


Imen and 
Seven of 
original mer will forn t} 
Mus Cal Avia- 
plans to 
fy Amer- 

oe 


touch with his Irmer ban 


aavertising for new ones 


€ 


who 
1 to gle 
) and 
U.S. fiving 
An expert fiye: 
novel requirements 
member of the outfit 
trained and licensed pilot 
has 10 applicants. Guss is now hold- 
ing musical auditions and grabbing 
off some publicity space by staging 
fiying tryouts for them at Cleveland 
Airport next week. After five weeks 
of rehearsals he intends breaking in 
his cloud-jumping band. 
ping for a large cabin plane to re- 


corps 


himse one of } 


)}s 


every 


must be a 


place his old Condor. which carried 
his original unit until it was 
wrecked in a crash. 


| Robbins publishing the ‘Ice- 


1931- | 


So far he! 


Also shop- | 


|George Brodsky and Ed Scalzi, 


capades’ and new Sonja Henie-| 
Arthur Wirtz ice revue’s. scores, 
Former written by John Latouche 
and Peter deRose. 


of yesteryear. 


DASH-CONNELLY’S NEW 
CORPORATION CHARTER 


Albany, Aug. 27. 
has 


Dash-Connelly, 


chartered to conduct a general mu- 


Inc., been 


sic publishing business in New York 


Capital stock is 100 shares, no par 
value, 

Bernard L. Milier was filing at- 
torney, 

Irwin Dash and Reg Connelly 


were pariners in England. Dash, who | 


citizen, 
months ago 
th 


jUSINesSs WH 


American 


ot 
Sseverai 


1s 
here 
t 


ovel 


up a 


an came 
to set 
Connelly as partner: 
le Cal 
Co, 


set 


alog of 
tne 


which 


They hav th 
Superior 
! of this ip 
will publish current releases of Con- 
British well 


ican 


e purchased 
Music 


new 


the @> 


nucleus 


nelly’s firms s 


An 


as a 


e€) tunes 


Chester Shakes Up 
Crew; 4 Going Out 


Bob Chester orchestra is currently 


undergoing a shakeup of personnel. 


Four of the crew’s men, some of 
whom have been with the band since 
it started Jast year, are on notice. 


Only one spot so far has been filled. 

Al Stuart, trumpeter and noveity 
singer; Garner Clark, trumpet; 
sax 
men, are those being let go. Mario 
Mariani, sax and clarinet, replaces 
Brodsky. Chester is currently at the 
Dancing Campus, New York World’s 


' Fair. 


in-| 


Music, Inc., may also be named by 
| WB in the litigation, which would 
primarily be based on a power of 
|}attornéy which Warner claims was 
signatured by George Graff, Jr., one 
of ‘Eyes’ writers, I3 years before the 
, right to renew became effective. 

| On the advice of John Schulman, 
who is also counsel for the Song- 
writers Protective Association, Graff 
in 1939 assigned his right of renewal 
to Fisher. WB charges that this as- 
signment violates the 1917 power of 
attorney under which Graff granted 
'the original publisher, Witmark, au- 
; thority to take out a renewal. The 
| original term of the copyright ex- 
| pired this month. 


Graff wrote the lyrics of ‘Eyes’ 


, With Chauncey Olcott, and WB holds 
,a similar power of attorney from the 


latter's estate. The song's melody 


| was written by Ernest R. Ball and 


ob- 
by 


to it were 
latter's widow 


the renewal rights 
tained from the 
Mills Music. 
Warner now alse argues that Mills 
had no right to take out a separate 
renewal in behalf of Ball, since the 
latter's name was not on the orig- 
inal copyright registration card, and 
that, if anything, Ball's widow must 
look to an accounting on the song 
from Graff, who registered the copy- 


right.in 1912. It has been indicated 
that WB will move to restrain both 
Fisher and Mills from publishing 


their own versions of the number, 


Controversial Theories 

Underlying this controversy are 
two legal theories which has caused 
considerable argument among indus- 
try lawyers. One faction of attor- 
neys has held that a writer has no 
right under the law to assign his re- 
newal rights before they become due 
while another faction contends that 
these rights may be assigned at any 


time and that the only chance the 
assignee takes is on the survival of 
the writer at the time the renewal 
becomes due. The renewal other- 
wise belongs to the writer's estate 
The former legal faction also takes 
the position that it was the intention 
of the U. S. congress which passed 


the 1909 copyright law to prevent the 
writer from disposing of the heritage 
of his while still en- 
joying the flush of youth, In other 
words, the writer was not to be per- 
mitted to transfer something that 
wasn't legally his the end of 
28 years, and by virtue of such re- 
straint he might on the renewal get 


mature years 


until at 


a better break than had been his dur- 
ing the run of the original copye- 
right, 


- 


BENNY GOODMAN DUE 
BACK INTO ACTION 


Benny 


Goodman will begin to re- 
hearse for his return to the band 
business about the end of Septe ber. 
He and his reformed band will in all 
probability resume operations at the 
Sherman hotel, Chicago, Oct. 4, a 
stand into which he’s been set for 


some time. 

Goodman has given up the idea of 
a mixed band entirely. However, 
he’ll continue to use colored Char- 
ley Christians on electric guitar and 
Teddy Wilson, who left him last 
year to form his own band, may ree 
turn, Lionel Hampton will definite- 
ly have his own crew, though no ace 

has as yet been taken 
getting the group under way. 

Leader, after recuperating at 
Banff, Canada, from the effects of 
the operation performed on him at 
the Mayo Clinic, back in New 
i York. 
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Duchin, Kyser Land N.Y. Waldorf 
Hotel Dates; Several Spots Indefinite 





Eddy Duchin and Kay Kyser or- 


chestras get the two Waldorf-Astoria | 


hotel, N. Y., band jobs this fall, Du- 
chin in the Sert Room opening Oct. 
10 and Kyser in the Empire starting 
Oct. 12. Duchin goes into the Wal- | 
dorf’s Starlight Roof Sept. 6, replac- | 
ing the current Xavier Cugat, re-| 
maining there until Oct. 9. Booking 
of Kyser keeps his group in N.Y. for 


a fair stretch at least, an idea that | 


probably meets with the approval of 
the sponsors of his Lucky Strike 
broadcasts. 


However, with the two Waldorf | 


- spots set for musical talent, the N.Y. 


hotel band picture isestill not clear. 
There are several spots not yet set 
for the first ha!f of the season, not- | 
ably the Plaza, Biltmore and New 
ably the Plaza and New Yorker. 


Biltmore gets Ray Heatherton’s new , 


band, fresh from the Rambow Room, 


N. Y., tonight (Wednesday) in place 
of Alvino Rey. Plaza spot is 
to be filled soon, but the New 


Yorker has no idea who will follow 
the current Woody Herman. Lat- 


ter's option was picked up last week | 


keeping him there until Oct. 9. Guy 
Lombardo returns to the Roosevelt, 
his usual winter stand; Samimy Kaye 


swings back into the Commodore 
Oct. 1 for his third season, and 
Glenn Miller heads back into the 


Pennsylvania’s Cafe Rouge Oct. 6 for 
his second term, a booking that had 
been set since Miller left the place 


last April, 
Lincoln and Edison hotels are 
clear, for a time at least. Blue Bar- 


ron again succeeds the current Gray 
Gordon at the Edison, and Tony Pas- 
tor’s comparatively new group goes 
into the Lincoln about Oct. 15. Char- 
lie Barnet is supposed to return for 
a short stretch before Pastor, re- 
placing the current Will Hudson. 
Date is not definite, however. 
Frankie Masters has been renewed 
at the Taft until October. Nothing 
set to follow. 





Krupa to Glenn Is. 


Gene Krupa band will tee off the 
Glen Island Casino, New Rochelle, 
N. Y., winter policy. Marks first | 
time the spot has succeeded in go- 
ing through with winter plans, 
though such an idea had been 
broached the last several seasons. 


Krupa will play two weeks, at 


least, starting Oct. 2. Bobby Byrne’s | 


band will holdover till Oct. 1, though 
scheduled to close originally Sept. 6. 
Byrne has been there since May 15. 





+ 
‘Grady Hotel, Atlanta, 


Books Non-Union Crew 
Atlanta, Aug. 27. 

With Henry Grady hotel branded 
as unfair by the American Federa- 
| tion of Musicians, hostelry Saturday 
(24) opened with non-union Don Al- 
vorre and his crew in its Spanish | 
| Room, town’s only summer dine and | 
dance spot. 

Action of AFM is outgrowth of 
quarrel between Henry Grady and 
Atlanta Federation of Trades, stem- 
| ming from alleged dismissal by ho- 
‘tel of two union employees. James 


C. Petrillo, prez of AFM, gave ho- | 


tel until Aug. 24 to settle its differ- 
}enees with union, but there was no 
settlement. Use of non-union mu- 
sickers in Spanish Room has cut off 
remote pickups by WATL, Mutual 
outlet here. 

Atlanta Variety Club has its quar- 
ters in the Grady and those mem- 
bers of tent who carry union cards 


are being forced to stay away from)! 


club. 


SEVERAL BAND 





Series of shifts in one-night book- 
ing departments of New York band 
agency offices last week moved 
Billy Shaw out of Consolidated Ra- 
dio Artists and over to Music Corp. 
|of America. He'll book under the | 
|; supervision of Harry Moss, 
Moss concerns himself more 
setting location dates. 
increasing active of late on location 
work and the idea is for him to 





with 


Sonny Werblin and Willard Alex- 


| ander. 
| 
| 





Morris agency. Werblin is 
| ous illness. 

| Shaw’s place at CRA was taken 
| Monday (26), when all changes went 
intuy effect, by Bob Bundy, who had 
| headed the Charles & Cy Shribman 
agency in N. Y. Who will replace 
Bundy for Shribman has not yet 





| been determined. Shribman main 
| office is in Boston. 
| Al Turner band has started sixth | 


' 
| consecutive year at exclusive Bach- 
| elor’s Club in Pittsburgh. 




















3’ BIG 


ORCHIDS FOR 


By the writers 


A SONG OF 


The Biggest Hawai 





Standard Hits 


TIME ON 








WITHOUT A SONG 


DIANE - W 


from the Music House that gave you 
“Make-Believe Island” 


AT A DIXIE ROADSIDE DINER. 


A New Rhythm Song Setting The Pace 


SONGS 


REMEMBRANCE 


of “Deep Purple” 


OLD HAWAII 


ian Hit Of The Year 


MY HANDS 


HISPERING 
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BOOKER SHIFTS 


hil | this 
ware | similar circumstances, 


Moss has been | 
| gagement, 
partly help fill the gap left open by | 
Alexander is now with Wm. | 


still | 
hospitalized by kickback of a previ-| 





Stage Bands Again 
Faves in Australia 


Sydney, Aug. 7. 

Stage bands are right back into 
popularity in the ace pie houses 
throughout Australia. Although no 
overseas’ names are available, never- 
theless local talent finds plenty of 
work on tap from major pic loopers, 
| keen to keep pace with the public's 
desire for more melody with pic 
fare. 

Apparently, with so much wax 
stuff coming over the radio nowa- 
| days, public looks for something dif- 
ferent when seeking entertainment 
elsewhere, Top baton twirlers hooked 
by Hoyts, Greater Union and Car- 
| roll-Musgrave for extended dates in- 
| clude Jimmy Davidson, Will Quin- 
‘trell, Bert Howell, Daniel Mas, Ned 
Tyrell, and Tiny Douglas. 

Try is also being made in city 
houses to rebuild organ popularity. 


Zig Elman’s Jam Session 
With T. Dorsey in Bunny 








Atlantic City, 
Editor, VARIETY: 


Aug. 26. 


Smile Again’), local boy makes good, 
and prodigal son (wasting only lung 


music circles, 

Tommy Dorsey and his orchestra, 
the organization responsible for the 
| daily atmospheric inundation of ‘I'll 
| Never Smile Again,’ played a one- 
|nighter at Steel Pier, Atlantic City, 
| Sunday (25) sans the services of star 
trumpeter and fornfer bandleader, 
Bunny Berigan, for reasons (?). 

Ziggy Elman, local boy, who was 
| discovered by Benny Goodman at 
entertainment mecca, under 
while playing 
in Alex Bartha’s band a few years 
ago, took Bunny’s chair for the en- 
and history was made. 

At 10:45 the band 
the first number, 





appeared, and 
‘Swingtime Up in 
Harlem,’ suddenly soared to a 
screaming trumpet finish as Ziggy 
took the floor. Recognizing him, the 
crowd shook the Pier with their ova- 
tion. 
Pipers up to the mike almost imme- 
diately afterward to deliver the na- 
tion’s favorite song—their number. 
But the climax was still to come. 

A few minutes later, 
into a free rendition of ‘Dear Old 
Southland.” Tommy gave Ziggy 
trumpet the spotlight in a jam ses- 
sion, which featured the maestro and | 
Buddy Rich (former Artie Shave! 
drummer). Elman was superb, and | 
the crowd, realizing that they were 
| hearing one of the best spontaneous 
| musical exhibitions in years, 
| him full vocal credit. 

Playing with the Dorsey crew 
the first time, Ziggy Elman’s horn 
was Silent for the most part of a 
subsequent broadcast, in which spe- 
cial arrangements were used: but 
| when ‘Rhumboogie’ and ‘Old Black 
Joe’ came along, he stopped his im- 








| 


Berigan’s Chair Wows A.C. 


power) returns: that’s triple news in | 


15 Best Sheet Music Sellers 


(Week ending Aug. 24, 1940) 
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Network Plugs, § AM. to 1 AM. 


Following is a totalization of the combined plugs of current tunes on 
| NBC (WEAF and WJZ) and CBS (WABC) computed for the week from 
| Monday through Sunday (Aug. 19-25). Total represents accumulated 
| performances on the two major networks from 8 a.m. to 1 am. Symbol * 


When man beats son (T'll Never | | denotes film song, ¢ stage musicals, al! others are pop. Parenthetic numeral 


after the title indicates how many weeks the song has shown up in these 





| listings. 
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ES SS ee eee at eee ee ee ees MATES oscicoes . 
te Could Make Suc h Beautiful Music (8)............. ie ee ae 
Get the Moon Out of Your Eyes (5)......... ccc cece: Paramount ..., 18 
| I Can’t Resist You (14).......... y eer Serre eee ee - 1 
NN RE ela glide rth gy: xesteha cies hat ara awa lp wlan. 8 Geile line e-card PRODDING a ccssce 18 
That’s for Me...*Rhythm on the River................ Famous <ccecs . i 
Call of the Canyon (4).............. eo bidiahios 6a0'o 0 ee ea oa ode 17 
Six Lessons from Madame La Zonga BOR iceh ahecs ca. oo eee = Pe 
ES I CURT ig 6 oak Sk bk oo Cie iee ke Kadagen ers oe cs FT 
Can’t Get Indiana Off My Mind (4)............ceeceee-Santly ......... 16 
I'm Stepping Out with a Memory Tonight (11 hes rer: ee 16 
yo ee Oe |) ree ae ee a en rrr DE inch sssuee®: oe 
One Look at You (2)...*Vamities.......csscce ere ee 
SN age ha oa ee choca a a vi6s-04 «aS Se: Cl ee 
Never Took a Lesson in My Life (3)........cccccccces BE <x w'supare oak 13 
You Think of Ev’rything (4)...+Aquacade............. Robbins ....... 13 
It’s a Lovely Day Tomorrow (6) La. Purchase...... Berlin . 12 
fou Can’t Brush Me Off (13)...+La. Purchase......... ME accckcese ES 
You're Lonely and I’m Lonely (15). La. Purchase... Berlin .ccccssse 12 
Down by See CP cn aod ba ina hi aw kaaceds<hae er | eee 10 
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| 





gave | 


} 


for | 


j}also on the program, 
|all-English show. 
| 


patient fidgeting and gave the radio | 


audience a surprise treat, holding the 
music in his left hand at first, but 
throwing it down to give forth with 
| perfect improvising as he felt the 
| mood. He even joined the band’s 
choral background in the former. 
After this, it was Elman’s 
His screaming finish to a swingaroo 
started an unabating roar. Tommy 
had to change his plans, and they 
went into ‘And the Angels Sing,” a 


night. | 


number Ziggy made famous with 
Goodman’s band. The ‘Smile’ re- 
ception was puny in comparison to 
the spontaneous outcry for Elman, 
which was reminiscent of the Re- 
publican convention in Philly. 

He soloed with the drums on his 
famous ‘Bublitchki,” and Dorsey 
wisely featured him for the re- 
mainder of the evening, despite the 
fact that he had to improvise each 
ride, including the famous ‘Marie’ | 
lick. 

Dorsey’s band has been immor- 


talized by his famous arrangements, 
but it made history last night. 
| underated musician peered at these 
| numbers for the first time, and then 
delivered his conceptions perfectly 
without the aid of written sheets. 
| Tribute is necessary for 
| dental milestone. 
will be given. 
Herb Hendler. 


I hope seme credit 





An | 


this acci- | 


Buddy Rogers was forced away | 


| from leading his band at Cavalier 
Beach Club, Virginia Beach, 
death of a sister at Olatha, Kans., 
| Thursday (22). Crew disbanded 


,; Sunday (25) as per previous plans. 


by | 
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Noble Plus Tempieton 
On Alka-Seltzer Show. 


Chicago, 
Ray Noble’s orch 


Aug, 27. 
on the Alec 


ao +e 
SUE 5S 


Templeton show for Alka-Seltzer And HIS ORCHESTRA 
starting Sept. 6. With Pat O'Malley 


CASA MANANA 
CULVER CITY, CAL. 


3rd WEEK 
* 
Mgt. HAROLD OXLEY 
17 East 49th St., New York 


it will be an 


Wade agency here handling the 
account, 


Alfred Newman is scoring 


“Tey 
Knew What They Wanted’ 


at RKO. 


























Mills Offers 
The Perfect Song Program: 








The Hit That’s Mowin’ ’Em Down! 


WHISPERING GRASS 


By Fred and Doris Fisher 


The Song that is Actually Different, and Growing Bigger Every Day! 
Hear the. Outstanding Records! 
From the EDWARD SMALL 


Production, “South of Pago Pago” 


The Romantic Tropical Topic! 


SOUTH OF PAGO PAGO 


By BOR WRIGHT, CHET FORREST and LEW POLLACK 
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Morton Gould’s Instrumental Classic 
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Saratoga Niteries Taking a Beating; 


Meadowbrook, Kelly's Doing Okay 


By JACK PULASAI 
Saratoga Springs, N. Y., Aug. 27. 
With the thermometer hovering 

low, the Spa is taking the worst 
beating since the lid was clamped 
on the game rooms three years ago, 
Th® night spots are all closing heav- 
ily in the red and the performers 
wonder how they are getting paid 
oft Here and there sneak gambling 
goes on and the cops have been raid- 
ing the joints. 

Only clubs doing anything like real 
business are the Meadowbrook and 
Mother Kelly’s, and even there the 
customers have been attending only 
on late week nights. 
50 is regarded as okay during chilly 
August. So few people have been 
on hand at other resorts that no per- 
formances are given there some 
evenings. 

Arrowhead drew the biggest one- 
night house Thursday (22), the oc- 


casion being the turf writers’ annual | 


affair, but on Saturday (24) the club 
folded up. 
their party would flop because of the 
first year of mutuels here, but it was 
a sellout regardless. All entertain- 
ers appeared, including Eddie Davis, 
a fugitive from 52d street, in town 
for the races. 

Turf writers party was handled by 
Frank Ortell of the N.Y. World-Tele- 
gram, Charles W. (Chuck) Connors 


of Racing Form, Eddie Farrell, Tony ! 


An audience of ition. Two song parodies he does are 


well worn but the stinging twists he 


lthis type of 


Race writers thought | 


| cymbal 





| 
every inch with tables, at minimum | 
of $3.50, they hit a top attendance of 
950 on third night. 

Dialectician, not seen here for 
years, doesn't have to sell himself. 
From the first orange-juice gag he 
has them laying down their silver- 
ware quietly, a rare compliment here 
at the dinner hour. He takes advan- 
tage of it by stringing out his yarns 
with much seegar-juggling business, 
but socking the point of a windy 
anecdote with hilarious finesse. Since | 
they go big for Yiddish dialect humor 
in this oasis for heavy-spenders, 
Holtz puts it on thick and expertly 
in racetrack quips to their satisfac- 


puts into them, are what count most. 

Lee Bartell and her high swing- |} 
time voice are nicely grooved for | 
revue, aided by her | 
forceful personality. 

Ballroom terping travesty of Nor- | 
man and McKay is a curious combo | 
of cleverly grotesque pantomime and | 
horseplay that isn’t always. well| 
timed. Gal perhaps muggs it too | 
hard. Liveliest work is their Indian 
dance burlesque. Six Vir- 
ginia Manck dancers do more than 
okay in vivifying the rising stage 
with smart costumes, semi-ballet 
numbers and neat game. 

Maurice Spitalny band, back from 
Pittsburgh to supplant Austin Wy- | 
lie’s band, cues show as sharply as | 


Betts of the N. Y. Post and Freddie | he did vaude bills at Palace here. In} 


Capaselli, an announcer, 
Cross and Dunn, faves in Saratoga, 


performers at the resort, Duo’s songs, 
‘We’re Two of Three Men on, a 
Horse’ and ‘Lydia’ (the tatooed girl), 
are their standouts, and both excel- 
lent. Eddie Weber is at the ivories 
for Cross and Dunn. Spot has How- 
ard Lally’s band, the dance team is 


Rodrigo and Francine, while Norman | 
Mendelsohn is an ambitious singer | 


who prefers to earn a living that 
way and not depend on his father’s 
wealth. In the grill are the Four 
Freshman, instrumentalists and war- 


| with neat orchestrations. 
warbling at Meadowbrook, and the | Gee 
titiian-haired Terry Lawlor at Reil- | 
ly’s Lake House, are easily the top | 





{out first-rate entertainment 


dansapation, it’s rich-toned, smooth | 
Pullen, 


Hawaiian Blue Room 
(ROOSEVELT HOTEL, N. 0.) 








New Orleans, Aug. 18. 

Hal Kemp’s Orch, Judy Starr, Bob) 

Allen, Pancho and Dolores, Floretta 

and Boyette, Robbins Bros. and 
Margie, Jack LeMaire, Janet Blair. 


| 





Town's top nitery continues to dish | 
Both 
band and show rate highly in their 


| can Legion Ball, Boston; 26, Astor H., 


60-minute turn 

Hal Kemp and his musical crew | 
scored hit with both youngsters and | 
oldsters on first night by dishing out | 


blers 

Arrowhead cut expenses and 
dropped Josephine Huston, subbing 
with Wilma Cox, Holland and Hart 


Gal's a sex-appealing little dark- 
skinned beauty and Raul has enough 
to give the ringsiding femmes pitty- 
pats. Their stuff is all class and | 
they have a pack of novelties that’s | 
in the conga groove. The Reyes} 
rhumbas are clickily routined, and | 
they have a Cuban version of ‘Be-| 
guine’ that’s mighty near the tops in 
this sort of thing. For encores, they | 
have several briefies, with ‘Shoein’} 


the Wild Mare’ and ‘Cranking the! 
Ford,’ both sexy but in excellent! 
taste, their best. Nixon crowd 


couldn't get enough of them and the 
teveses could have stuck around ad 
infinitum. 

Other turn, Winter Sisters (New 
Acts), is also in the terp line, but) 
almost entirely on the acrobatic end. | 
Three blondes hold up their part of| 
the show neatly with some back-| 
breaking stunts. Carter, who does 
the introductions, pickg a good mid- 
way spot for his platter“of songs and | 
sells a flock of ballads in fine style... 
Al Marsico’s band continues to dish | 
out dansapation in Nixon Cafe) 
fashion, which means the old 
straighteroo and wery little hot, and| 
does a great job on the show, even! 
satisfying the Reyeses, who claim | 
nobody but Cugat can play their 
music. 

Click of current layout will keep} 
Conforti om same policy, he says, | 
throughout season, with possibly! 
another act or two being added with | 
opening of fall and winter season. | 
Choruses are out, and he’s going to! 
use only featured turns along pres- | 
ent lines. Cohen. | 


Band Bookings 


Tommy Dorsey, Aug. 30, Salem, 
N. H.:; 31, Linnafield, Mass.; Sept. 1, 
Old Orchard, Me.; 2, Neponset, 
Mass.; 4-7, Canadian Exposition, To- 
ronto; 8, Lake Compounce, Bristol, 
Conn.; 11, Carrolltown, Pa.; 12, Edsel 
Ford Party, Detroit; 13, Youngstown, 
O.; 14, Columbus; 15, Cleveland; 18, 
Rochester, N. Y.; 19, Harrisburg, Pa.; 
20, Roseland B., N. Y.; 21, Pottstown, 
Pa.; 22, Savoy B., N. Y.; 25, Ameri- 








N. Y.; 27, Johnson City, N. Y. 

Al Donahue, Aug. 31, Lakewood 
Park, Mahanoy City, Pa.; Sept. 1, 
Pleasure Beach, Bridgeport, Conn.; 
2, 6 days, Totem Pole B., Auburn- 
dale, Mass 

Gene Krupa, Sept. 3, three weeks, 
Dancing Campus, World's Fair, New 





also being there along with Ernie | 
They named a horse} 
after that leader, and it was supposed | 
to be a good thing first time out. But | 
the nag ran out of the money. At) 


Holst’s band. 


Piping Rock, Yvette, called the 
‘French girl from Brooklyn’ is the 
principal entertainer, along with the 
Four Oxfords and Ted Straeter’s 
band, which, with 11 men, is the 
largest in town. At 


Reilly's, too, | 
were Ramon and Renita, The Nel-| 


a restrained type of swing. 
brass section, while large, is kept so 


fully aware it’s dominating the band. 
Kemp aggregation also adds a great 
jdeal of the entertainment to the 
show proper. Bob Allen is featured 
|singer and registers with several 
tunes, principally 
and ‘Never Smile Again.” Femmes 
go for his warbling in big way. 
Jack LeMaire, also of the band, as- 


Orch’s | 


well under control one is never pain- | 


‘Remember Me’! 














ss Sig ly se 
Sy ame oD 


sons, Deane Janis, but the show! sumes a falsetto and wig to bring | 
was dropped, though Al Jahn’s band | laughs in several comedy numbers, | 
is giving out the dance music. He | and Janet Blair proves she can sing | 
is an Albany lad and so is Francis | as well as she looks, which is plenty. | 
Murphy, who conducts at Kelly’s. Judy Starr, wife of one of the band 
Murphy was with the Si Fabian out- | members, volunteered her services | 
fit and also played at the Ten Eyck | closing night of Phil Harris’ engage- 
hotel, Albany. {ment here. Seymour Weiss, of the! 
Kelly’s has been sporting a line | hotel’s management, heard her andj} 
of girls, the only cafe in town with | promptly signed her for new show. | 
chorines. Club Felix, which was the | Petite singer drew plenty of palm- | 
Villanova last year, also had a girl! pounding from crowd. contributing 
line, but the place closed abruptly | group of old and new tunes. 
after the first week of the month. At} Unusual and clever are Florette 
Newman’s Lake House the entertain-|and Boyette, mind-reading stunt 
ment consists of Bernie Collins’ band, | which had ’em guessing. Male tours 
Attendance at the track is only | tables and has his blindfolded part- | 
good on Saturdays. Back stage,|ner describe objects he points to. 
where the tote is computed for the | She also calls names. Gal is looker. | 
mutuels, is one of the most inteérest- | They offer free champagne cocktail 
ing sights at the Spa. Not generally |if they miss, which they didn’t at} 
known that the betting odds are fig- | opener. 
ured on paper much the same as Pancho and Dolores are smooth | 
when bookies operated, despite the | ballroom dance team. Got several 


a: ; maze of electric gadgets that makejencores. The Robbins Bros. and! 
up the mutuel system. Up to yes-/| Margie drew nice response for their | 
terday (Monday) $67,092,394 was/| whirlwind acrobatic dancing. 


; state’s share being over $3,628,274.| Show, despite the many in it. is not | 
if This doesn’t include the Commis-/too long and stepped up to a fast | 
sion’s share of $6,707,680, nor the|tempo. Nitery should do big busi- 
state S share of breakage, which is ness for next few weeks until it is | 
$543,868 ; |closed after Labor Day for redeco- 
There are stories around about | rating. ; Liuzza. | 
broken-hearted jockeys. Unable to 
ride any longer, they are trying to 
drown their sorrow at various bars, 
then attend the rates It would 
seem that they like the roar of the * ; 
crowd when coming down the Pittsburgh, Aug. 23 
stretch and though several are Al Marsico Orck (8), Raul and 
known to be well off, they are carry- Eva Reyes, Winter Sisters (3), Bob 
ing the torch for what they prefer to | Carter 
call a profession, but one at which | 
they can no longer practice 


NIXON CAFE, PITT 


Tony Conforti has finally gotten 
This season has been unusual ig | around to the idea that quality is 
one way—there are very few Holly-| ™ore desirable than quantity in 
wood people at the Spa ~ | nitery entertainment. In the past, 
nee | his floor shows have run more than 
an hour, and invariably half of them | 
OHIO VILLA CLEVE | were dead wood. This one clocks 
’ * | just 34 minutes and it’s probably 
aime the best package he’s ever wrapped 

Cleveland, Aug. 24. 
Norman and McKay, Lee Bartell, | 


up for his Nixon customers. 
There are only two acts and Bob)! 
Virginia Manck’s Dancers (6), Lou 
Holtz, Maurice Spitalny’s Orci. 





Carter, band’s featured singer who} 
also doubles as m.c., but the pair of | 
| turns are honeys and they break up| 

Every sort of record the Ohio Villa | their appearances in two sections to! 
ever had is being knocked down by | give layout a look of variety. In| 
| Lou Holtz, whose phenomenal power; Raul and Eva Reyes, Nixon has | 
: in drawing crowds twice as large as; probably the best conga-rhumba | 
the seating capacity (450) is over-| team ever to turn up in a floor show | 





mt working the waiters into a state of; in these parts. 
physical collapse. were at Staniey, WB deluxer, with 
é | Holtz had ’em selling standing | Xavier Cugat, whom they'll rejoin in 
at room the first three ays, with! October for a theatre and hotel tour. 
if @nough turnaway at each show to) 
id fill the spot again, By jamming: pearance, talent and personality.!- 





| hotel, Colorado Springs 


smith-maestro, due in Los Angeles | 
Last time here they/ from Honolulu Sept. 6. 


York. 

Bill Carlsen, Aug. 22-Sept. 2, Elitch 
Gardens, Denver. 
| Lou Breese, Sept. 6-8, Meadow- 
| brook, Cedar Grove, N. J.; Sept. 13, 
two weeks, Beverly Hills C. C. New- 
port, Ky. 

Henry Busse, Sept. 9, Civic Aud., 
San Jose Calif 


Tenn 
Duke Ellington, Aug. 31, Lake 
Shore C. C., Chicago; Sept. 12, Club} 
Dunbar, Gary, Ind, 
Claude Hopkins, Sept. 22, 20th! 
Century Club, Cambridge, Md. 
Joe Reichman, Aug. 30, 

Lake, Chicago. 
Bill Roberts, Sept 


State- | 


} 


7, Broadmoor 





John Kirby, Sept. 9, Hipp, Balti- | 


more. 
Jack Meakin, Oct. 6, indef., Blue | 
Gardens, Armonk, N. ¥ 


Jack Teagarden, Sept. 7-8, Man-| 
hattan Beach, N. Y. | 

Pancho, Sept. 26, indef. Beach-/ 
comber, N. Y. 

asa Loma, Sept. 7, Sunnybrook | 
B., Pottstown, Pa 

Mike Riley, Sept. 12, three weeks, | 
Dancing Campus, N. Y. World's 
Fair. 

Harry James, Sept. 13, Eastwood | 
Gardens, Detroit; Sept. 27, indef., | 
Brunswick hotel, Boston. 

Mitchell Ayres, Sept. 21, indef.,! 
Chatterbox, Mountainside, N. J. 

Guy Lombardo, Sept. 7, Steel Pier, | 
Atlantic City; 13, Chicago theatre, | 
Chicago; 20 





Palace theatre, Cleve- 
land 
Music Notes | 
| 
George Duning cleffed two pop | 


tunes for the Kay Kyser orch. Ditties 
are ‘Why Cry, Baby’ and ‘Trees Turn 
Green.’ 

Raoul Krashaar drew the musical | 
director assignment on ‘Melody 
Ranch’ at Republic. 

Ben Feld, musical director, and 
Joel Stovall, music arranger of the 
KMOX, St. Louis, orch, have had 
their first song, ‘Lovely As You Are,’ 
published by M. M. Cole Co, Chi- 
cago. 





Johnny Noble, Hawaiian song- 


| 








i 


Del Courtney, Sept. 13, Aud., Paris, | 





Victor Young doing the musical | 


Couple have everything, looks, ap-|S%core for the Wesley Ruggles picture, | 
| Grove, 


r 


Arizona,’ at Columbia, 
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Mitcheli Ayres ‘Go te My Head’—‘Deep in Heart, Dear’ (Bluebird 10814) 

Ayres treats ‘Head’ to several tempos, a novel method, before settling 
into an attractive slow tempoed arrangement of the crack tune. His writ. 
ing is a neat job, well played. Reverse is nothing to speak of; laggy ma- 
terial that rouses no enthusiasm, 





Benny Goodman ‘Dreaming Out Loud’—Can’'t Resist You’ (Col. 35574) 

One of the last two sides cut by Goodman before the leader's forced 
temporary retirement, ‘Resist’ is almost all an excellent vocal by Helen 
Forrest. Rest of the arrangement apparently got little attention. Outside 
of the leader's clarineting and one or two short bursts of click stuff from 
the band, little is shown. Same can be said for the reverse, Band starts 
solid but fades sharply. Poor sides by Goodman are few and far between. 
but here’s two. 





Glenn Hardman Trio ‘Shades Twilight’—Once in Lovetime’ (Col. 35579) 
Vocalist Alice O'Connell, with Glenn Hardman’s organ and a muted 
trumpet, push ‘Twilight’ to click proportions. She's the sister of Helen 
O'Connell, vocalist, with Jimmy Dorsey, and a singer with a warm and 
interesting voice. She occupies most of the sife. Reverse, at slower 
tempo, shows her off better and gives the instruments more chance. 
Hardman gets in a neat lick. 
Alec Templeton ‘Body and Soul’—‘Mary Had a Little Lamb’ (Victor 26668) 
Johnny Green, a pianist, wrote the lasting standard ‘Body and Soul’ 
and Templeton plays it in a manner hard to equal. Player varies the 
tempo in different choruses, taking off in concert and popular style. Either 
way is highly acceptable. Reverse is a novelty arrangement of the juve 
tune; it’s labeled a musical caricature. Pianist plays and sings it in hill- 
billy, German and rhumba style. Smart stuff. 


Red Nichols ‘Meet Miss 8 Beat’—Overnight Hop’ (Okeh 5643) 

‘Miss 8 Beat’ is «sizzling bit of boogie-woogie driving by the clean and 
brisk playing Nicholas band. It’s a good side, but coupled to a piece 
grooved in the same tempo, second running through sock clarinet and 
trumpet breaks and finishing under muted brass, Makes a nice impres- 
sion, too, 

Duke Ellington ‘Dixie Roadside Diner’—Greatest Mistake’ (Victor 26719) 

One of the too infrequent pops cut by Ellington, ‘Dixie’ side gets the 
full benefit of his arranging. It's a colorful job, at good tempo and the 
usual objection to an Ivie Anderson vocal splitting is stuff can’t be made 
as strong as in some past performances. Solid ensemble is broken by sax 
and trumpet. Muted trombone and sax, especially the former, stand out 
on the reverse, an equally crack job. 

John Kirby ‘Temptation’—Jumpin’ in Pump Room’ (Okeh 5661) 

_ Kirby continues to market smart sides. This arrangement of *Tempta- 
tion,’ set at slow tempo, neatly treats the melody-full tune. Clarinet and 
Sax bits make the small combo sound full size. ‘Pump Room’ is speedier 
a listenable portion of jive. 


On es Upbeat 


Emerson Gill and his orchestra; with two weeks at Beverly Hills ¢ 
set for Aug. 24 through Labor Day at | C., Newport, Ky., Sept. 13 
the Palomar, Lansing, Mich, 





| 
| Eddie Regruto’s orch from Philly 
| continues until October at the Glen- 


Jan Savitt’s orch will play three- | — 
day date at Hamid’s Million Dollar wood Hotel, Delaware Water 
Pier, Atlantic City, starting Saturday Pa. 

(31), : ‘3 : 

Glenn Miller and his band move 
‘into a featured spot on the next 
| Jack Votion-Sam Coslow productioa 
| for RKO. 


Gap, 


Paul Reedy’s orch filling a return 
engagement at the Cenfennial Ter- 
race, near Toledo. 





Glen Gray and Casa Loma band Lawrence Welk orch opened eigzht- 
playing a full week at Cedar Point, jay engagement at Kennywood 
Lake Erie resort near Sandusky, O. Park, Pittsburgh, Monday (26), 
Opened Friday (23). He'll wind up spot’s season, 


= — j —————— 


George King back for an indef- 
nite stay at the Mansion, 
Youngstown 


Howard Becker, 
Pines 
Ss, 


who went Into 
Pittsburgh, for two weeks in 
May and stayed the entire summe 
will close there Sept. 7. 

Earl Williams’ orch playing at the en 

newly opened Cocoanut Grove near Joey Sims’ band into West View 
Toledo, Park, Pittsburgh, for Labor Day 
weekend, curtain ringing down there 
after that. 


near 


Henry Busse opens a week at the 
Orpheum, Los Angeles, Sept. 18, 
moving later to the hotel 
San Francisco. 


B Max Adkins’ Stanley theatre crew 
| cr Pittsburgh has lost first vivlinist 
Charlie Riley to KDKA, and trum- 
Eddy Duchia moved out of the, pet player Johnny Marino to Nixon 
Cocoanut Grove, L.A., for a tour of | (legit) house band. 
one-nighters along the Pacific Coast. ; - 


Palace 








Pleasure Beach, Bridgeport, Coanu.. 


Jack Teagarden band set for its | closes season Sunday (1) with Al 
first try at the New York Para-| Donahue one-nighter . 
mount, Opening date not definite. | eaciele 

mrs ' . 22 ; N 
on probably last week in Septem- Tommy Reynolds band, winding 
: oe }up this week at Playland, Rye, N 
_ | Y., one-nites Sunday (1) at Lake 
Jim Peppe, manager of Sammy Compounce, Bristol “Conn 


Kaye, spent few days in New York 
hospital last week driving off bron- 
chitis attack 


Jack Meakin band replaces the M 

Peangys Twins outfit at Blue Gar- 
— iqens 4 > 5 

Ray Demaris band, which recently era eae = leben 
finished stand at Battle H Use, Mo- 
bile, Ala., distanded 

Ray Heatherton band, replaced at| Ray 
the Rainbow Room, N. Y., last week : 
by the returning Eddie LeBaron, 
gets another shot at the spot, In 
turn replacing LeBaron in January. 


Rollo Bundock leaving the bass job 
with Gleen Miller. 





McKinley, drums: Freddie 
Slack, piano, and Doc Goldberg, bass, 
form a new singing and_ instru- 
mental combination from within the 
Will Bradley band. 

Luna Park, Coney Island, N. Y.. 
name band concession folded and 
went into bankruptcy. Meeting of 
creditors Sept. 20. 


Ben Eaton’s band remains in grill 
of Buckwood Inn, Shawnee-on-Del- 
aware, Pa. until October. Florida 
spot in offing for winter season. 

Willard Schillinger’s music closes 
the season at the Tennis Club of 
The Inn, Buck Hill Falls, Pa. 

Low Breese band set for a three- 
day stay at Meadowbrook, Cedar 
N. J.. Sept. 6-8 Follows 





Ernie Fiorita succeeded D’Artega 
as conductor at Shea’s Buffalo thea- 
tre, Buffalo, with WEBR series. 

George Sapienza rumba band 2! 
Sagamore hotel, Rochester, witt 
WHAM wire, 
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Drop Petition for Dissolution of AFA 
Death Benefit Fund, Reach New Accord 


+ 


-_ 








Application of Frank F. Lynch, as | 
one of the four trustees for the dis- 
solution of the death benefit fund 
of the American Federation of Ac- 
iors, for a New York supreme court 


Take Over Philly Spot 


Philadelphia, Aug. 27. 


Proser Mulls Cotton Club 
As Pan-American Nitery 


Monte Proser is mulling the Cot- 
ton Club site on Broadway as a spot 
for a Pan-American nitery, em- 
bracing all facets of Latin music and 
entertainment. 

International motif would embrace 
the Madrid, Havana, Mexico City, 
Rio de Janeiro and Buenos Aires 
type of characteristic melodies and 








The Anchorage, swanky East River 
Drive rendezvous closed by Federal | 
agents about six weeks ago, will un- | 
fold the middle of September under | 
new management. The new operators 
are Harry Drob, formerly proprietor 
of the local 21 Club, and Isabelle 
Hackett. Shows will be booked 
jointly by Musie Corp. of America 
and Tony Phillips office. Local 
bands are now being auditioned by 
Drob. 


Spot was formerly operated by 


order authorizing him and Ralph E. 
Whitehead, as executive secretary of 
the AFA, to Gissolve the fund, and 
efter payment of all expenses, to| 
divide the remaining assets pro| 
rata among members, was dropped 
after a five-month court fight Thurs- 
day (22). An agreement for the 
settlement of the controversy was 
worked out between Harold. Koe- 
nigsberg, attorney for Whitehead, 
and Sidney E. Cohen. 

The agreement reached provides 





dances, 


Cleve. Hotel Spot Sets 
Cugat As Forerunner 
In Name Policy Switch 


Cleveland, Aug. 27. 
Statler’s Terrace Room, which 








for the appointment of three trus- 
tees, former judge Joseph Padway, 
U. S. senator Robert F. Wagner and 


Arthur H. Padula and was _ shut- 
tered because Padula failed to pay 
$3,000 in back social security taxes. 
The new owners have assumed that 


Cohen. The fund will be kept in- 
tact and payments will be made as 
deaths occur. An order to this ef- 
fect, with further legal additions, 
will be presented to justice Ferdi- 
nand Pecora later this week. 

The original application for the, 
dissolution of the fund had been 
presented on March 29 to justice 
John E. McGeehan, and was op- 
posed by an affidavit from Alan 
Corelli, executive secretary of the 
Theatre Authority, and member of 
the defunct AFA council. 


Corelli Changes 


Corelli asserted among his charges 
that the trustees named were not 
qualified to dissolve the fund, that 
the necessary 75% vote of the AFA 
had not been obtained and that 
neither Gus Van nor Rudy Vallee, 
the other two trustees, had been no- 
tified. The court fight began when 
Whitehead, incensed at Corelli's ac- 
tion, released a statement attack- 
ing Corelli's action as a means of 
keeping the money from the actors. 
Corelli immediately retorted that he 
was solely interested in members of 
the AFA getting back their money 
and wanted the court to appoint an 
impartial trustee. 


obligation. 





TO 3 HOUSES 
INST. LOO 


St. Louis, Aug. 27. 


For the first time in the history of 
this burg three burlesque houses wil] 
be in operation this season. Two 
standbys are in the downtown dis- 
trict and the third, the newcomer, 
will start operation in midtown. Sam 
Reider, localite, who opened the 
Grand, downtown, for the Wolverine 
Amusement Co. last fall, is the new 
operator in the local field. He has 
obtained a lease on the Shubert, 
1,600-seater in midtown that has 
been used for legit and talkers, and 








White-|The admish scale and number of 
Sophie| shows per day will be announced 
| later. 

The Grand under the management 
of H. K. Minsky, New York, opened 
the local burlesque season Friday 
(23) with a two-a-day policy and 
30-50c scale. The Garrick, tle oldest 


the trustees being Lynch, 
head, Vallee, Van _ and 
Tucker, who subsequently resigned. 
Members paid $1 each to set up the 
fund, and 25c thereafter for each 
death. The payments in case of 
death were not to exceed $300, Now 
there is approximately $17,500 in the 
fund. 


BURLESQUE UPS 


| expects to open about Sept. 15 with | 
The fund was created in 1936, with | a house line and traveling principals. | 


tried series of medium-priced mid- 
western bands last season with only 
moderate results, is changing its tune 
by reopening first week in October 
with Xavier Cugat’s crew. Intends 
also to import better-known dance 
teams for floor shows on extended 
dates. 


Cugat was originally booked for 
a vaude week at the RKO Palace 
here this winter, but as result of his 
prior date at hotel, theatre is drop- 
ping band from its calendar. 


August jitters are being felt badly 
by other downtown dance spots, 
which made some over-night musi- 
cal changes lately. Economizing 
Hotel Carter dropped Don Bari’s 
band and pushed Jack Kurktze’s 
Rollickers into its Petite Cafe last 
week. Bob Opitz and Versatilians 
have been brought back for second 
visit of season by Monaco’s Cafe, re- 
placing Ernie Taylor. Henry Leit- 
son re-engaging Hy Baron’s ensem- 
ble to take shutters off his College 
Inn, closed for a spell for likker vio- 
lations. , 


WOOLWORTH’S ON SITE 
_ OF CASA MANANA, NY. 














| Former Casa Manana, at 50th 
street and Seventh avenue, New 
| York, now being ripped down, will 
be converted into a two-story tax- 
|payer with a bowling alley in the 
| basement, stores on the street level 
land possibly a restaurant on part of 
| the second floor. 

Haring & Bluementhal, real estate 


Kelly Fired as Chief of Philly AGVA- 
By Haddock Though Bd. Votes For 


Retention; Charge Mismanagement 


+ ee 
' 
| 
| 





| Another flareup in the American 
|Guild of Variety Artists, occurring 


Kramer Seriously Ill 
a last week, centered in Philadelphia, 


Max Kramer, vet hotel man, is| Where Hoyt Haddock, national ex- 


rather seriously ill at his Circleville, | ecutive secretary, exercised the 
'N. Y¥., summer home, and Maria|Plenary powers given him by the 
Kramer, his wife, who actively man-|¥UDion and summarily dismissed 


Thomas Kelly, exec sec of the Philly 
local. Haddock’s personal dismissal 
of Kelly came after the Philly local 
board had voted to retain Kelly at 
least until Sept. 17, when a general 
membership meeting of that AGVA 
| branch is scheduled. 


Kelly was fired last Tuesday (20) 
immediately after the board had 


ages the Hotels Lincoln and Edison 
in N. Y., has been in regular at- 
tendance over long weekend periods. 

Kramer is 68 and an asthmatic 
condition has been particularly tough 
during the summer months, 





ROONEY STARTS 
LOEW VAUDE 
IN CLEVE. 


Cleveland, Aug. 27. 

Vaudeless since Judy Garland’s 
personal last season, Loew’s State is 
renovating its backstage dressing 
rooms for Mickey Rooney and com- 
pany the week of Sept. 5. Young 
film actor is first in person booking 
since Charles Raymond took office 
as new zone manager, succeeding 
Harry E. Long. Although the Loew 
deluxer has registered bigger profits 
in long run with straight film policy, 
Raymond's lining up about six stage 
names, chiefly from Hollywood, for 
periodic bows this coming semester. 
Last year, under Long, the State 
spotted revues with pic guest-stars 
and clicked heavily with each. For 
opposish, the next-door RKO 
Palace is chalking up Ben Bernie the 
same week Rooney plays at Loew’s. 
Latter’s shoving in ‘Dr. Kildare 
Goes Home’ (M-G) with Rooney. 








Newark Reopening 
The Adams, Newark, N. J., in 





voted against such action by a nar- 
row margin. Haddock had warned 
them that he would fire Kelly re- 
gardless, and so he did, but then 
showed that his action was long pre- 
meditated by handing Kelly a ‘paid 
|in full’ check dated Aug. 12, or eight 
|days previously and made out in 
| New York. 

| Matter is made further mysterious 
_by the fact that on Aug. 13, one day 
| after Haddock and acting treasurer 
Billy Glason signed the check, Had- 
dock and Dewey Barto, national 
president, went to Philadelphia to 
attend a local board meeting on the 
Kelly matter. Barto seemingly was 
not told about Haddock’s intention 
to dismiss Kelly and, after hearing 
the pro and con evidence submitted 
at that board session, he told the 
board that Kelly was evidently okay. 
Barto left for New York secure in 
the belief that the situation would 
be adjusted amicably; he was ‘sur- 
prised’ when informed in New York 
yesterday (Tuesday) that Haddock 
| had dismissed Kelly. He was also 
| ‘puzzled’ when Kelly showed him a 
| photostatic copy of the check Had- 
| dock had given him. 


Barto Promises Review 


Barto promised that he would take 
|the matter before AGVA’s national 
|board for a complete review; also 
jthat the board would hear Kelly’s 
| defense against Haddock’s charges. 
|Barto indicated he would call the 
, board meeting as soon as possible. 
| Kelly accuses Haddock of enter- 
ing into a conspiracy with Lee 








In November, 1939, it was decided 


burlesque house in town, will fire its | operators in charge of the property, 


opening gun next week. This house 


refused to divulge who will operate 


| which Paramount is interested with|Traver, who was fifth v.p. of the 


the Adams Bros., is reopening Fri- | (Continued on page 46) 








to dissolve the fund and members 
were notified. About 10,800 letters 
were sent out, with 682 voting for! phasis. The Grand is operating on a 
dissolution and three against. Hav-| policy similar to that to be used by 
ing failed to thus secure a 75% vote|the Shubert, a house line, traveling 
to dissolve the fund, the trustees in| principals and vaude acts booked 
February, 1940, obtained an order! independently. None of the houses 
from justice Bernard L. Shientag in| wij) show talkers. 


on the Izzy Hirst wheel will present 
traveling shows on a_ two-a-day 








N. Y. supreme court. directing | = 
Lynch to notify all others of the Mpls.’ Burley 
planned court action to secure the | Rita lis, Aug. 27 
dissolution, and for those opposing | NHCAPOMs, Be 
: " ; PP 7 Harry Hirsch and Harry Katz, 


to appear. Corelli was the only one| 
to oppose, and after a battle since 
March 29, the settlement of the con- | 
troversy was finally reached. 


who have been at the helm of bur- 
lesque here some 20 odd years, are 


} 


| decades the local burlesque home, 





| beautiful theatres in the heart of the 


40 IN NET AS MPLS. | loop and which, at various times, 
| has S gi adshows ; 
COPS RAID NITERY  Bsinsrsice aramaie stocks 


Pair will present Western wheel 
shows, modified and ‘refined’ as mu- 
sical revues with augmented vaude- 
ville, a house line of 16 girls plus 
campaign against all-night, non-li-| §{lms, Policy will be continuous at 
censed liquor niteries with raid 0n | 55¢. Opening scheduled for 
Harlem Breakfast club, black-and- | 43. 
tan establishment. meee 

Caught in the net were 17 Negroes, 
14 white men and nine women who 
were fined $5 each in 
court. The Negro proprietor 


Minneapolis, Aug. 27. 
Police department has launched | 


Youngstown’s Burley 
j Youngstown, O., Aug. 27 


municipal | = 
re- | Winter burlesque season opened at 


ceived the maximum sentence of 90| the Grand, Youngstown, Aug. 23, 
days in the workhouse with Jack Kane as manager. 
‘ onde | Continuous vaudeville perform- 


ance will run from 1 to 5 and from 


F ? V d 0 7 to 11 p.m, with midnight show 
ay $ au e ul Saturday. 


——+- 


—_—_—_— | 
Providence, Aug. 27. | z 

Fay’s, last stronghold of vaudeville | A Much Needed Rest 
here, has finally given up the ghost. 

Edward M. Fay, owner of the| the Rainbow Grill, N. Y., for two 
house, decided to make a play for|and a half years, start a four-week 
the juve trade at the summer's be-/| vacash next Tuesday (3). 
ginning and instead of closing down| Femme planes to the Coast while 
as usual, switched from vaudville to} Michael will rest on his brother's 
double-features. | Massachusetts tobacco farm. 


RENEE and ROOT 


500 CLUB ... Atlantic City, N. J- 


“Renee and Root, a team whose grace is reminiscent of the 
DeMarcos or Veloz and Yolanda, dance brilliantly.” 


—Atlantic City Press. i 


























moving from the Gayety, for many | 


| into the Alvin, one of the city’s most | 


Sept. | 


Marlynn and Michael, terp team at | 


J : |day (30) with George White’s tab 
| the ten-pin parlor as the deal has) ‘scandals’ on its stage. Booking was 
| not been signatured yet. Principal made by Eddie Sherman 


~ vil a a , 
store will be an F. W. Woolworth Theatre, closed for some time, will 


|§ 
lay stage shows from intermittently 


| jit-and-dimery. 
| Casa Manana was originally the |? 
as they become available. A _ sec 


| Earl Carroll theatre but met its| 
| greatest success under the produc-| "4 show has not yet been set. 


tion aegis of Clifford C. Fischer who | Par is in partnership with the 
lcalled it the French Casino. Lauis | Semen also in the Par at’ Newark 
|F. Blumenthal ahd Jack Shapiro | #94 in Paterson, N. J. 

were his backers and for three sea- 
son it set the pace for cabaret-thea- 
tre entertainment. 

| Fischer later did a revue at the 








Syracuse Starts 
Syracuse, Aug. 27. 
After summer shutdown, the RKO- 


International Casino which has Schine Strand reopens Friday (30) | 
| since become the site of Bond's, | with vaudfilm policy, Harvey Cock 
largest retail clothing store’ in| wij) manage house. 


America, thus marking the finale to | 
that type show. 


Opening bill features Pansy the 
—- | Horse, Troy and Lynn, Paul Regan, 
wes | Milt Douglas and Co. and the Four 

Filipe de Flores moved into Holly- | Vernons. Cab Calloway underlined 
wood La Conga as m.c, |}for Sept. 13. 





GRACE McDONALD SET 
| FOR NY. PAR, LEGITER 





Grace McDonald, who makes her 
picture debut in Paramount's forth- 
| coming release, ‘Dancing on a Dime,’ 
goes into the Paramount, N. Y., with 
the next stageshow, probably open- 
ing Sept. 11. She’s also set for the 
lead in the new Hardie Albright 
play, ‘Private Confusion,’ whicn Sid- 
ney Hirsch hopes to put into re- 
| hearsal in October, She played her 
first straight part in the show when 
| it was tested this summer at Rye 
| Beach, N. H. 

Miss McDonald has no further pic- 
ture commitments, Her contract with 
| Paramount called for one picture. 
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AND HIS 





Presenting His 


‘‘Pan American Revue’”’ 
with 





ALSO 
Charley Boy 


| Marquita Good-will Ambassador of Brazilian Songs 
Estrellit: Loew’s State, New York, Now 
Strenmna Loew's, Washington, Week Sepi. 12 
and 


Felipito R. K. O. Bldg. 








IRO RIMAC 
ATIN AMERICAN BAN 


LZIRA CAMARG 


The Sensational Brazilian Singer 


Direction: HARRY ROMM, General Amusement Corp. 





New York 
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Competitive Ballroomology Developed 


By Murray | to Its Peak Year in Resorts . 


+ 


Ballroomology on a competitive 
country club basis has been devel- 
oped to its peak year this summer 
by Arthur Murray, the mail-order 
dancing master, who has spotted 
dance teams in the most exclusive 
retreats from Maine to California. 
It's on a three-way split among the 
hotel, the team and Murray. The 
hotel or resort inn gets a dance act 
gratis (all have dance bands now- 
adays, so this rounds out a miniature 
lear show), besides offering an in- 
structive diversion for the summer 
guests who might want to take ball- 
room instruction in the latest steps. 


The dance team cuts in on the les- 
sons, and Murray, aS general impre- 
sario, gets the other third. 

The resorts, of course, supply suit- 
able studio space for the afternoon 
dancing classes. Music is via phono- 
graph to a special library of records 
all Murray dancers tote with them. 

Among the top grosses in that 
country club circuit are Helen 
Fleming and Pat Magill, teamed at 
the Crawford House, Crawford 
Notch. N. H. A weekly bulletin is 
posted showing the boxscore of the 
sundry dance teams around the coun- 
try. and the local resort usually as- 
serts itself in sending this or that 
team over the top to get into first, 
secor,i or third place, etc. 

Tony DeMarco, who is planning to 

retire actively as a dancer and prime 
younger hoofers for cafe and produc- 
tion work, has been talking to Magill 


to be among the first of his protegees | 


in this new field. 

Incidentally, in spotting these 
dance teams in the sundry resorts— 
and many of them travel with the 
seasons over the establishments of 
w.k. chains—a major requisite that’s 
always relayed to Murray is that 
ballroomology is the secondary fac- 
tor. Firstly, the team must ‘deport 
themselves as a lady and gentleman,’ 
with special emphasis on knowing 
when not to mix; not to be too flir- 
tatious or gadabouts at the bars, etc. 
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New York City Home 
For All Show-Folk 


HOTEL CLARIDGE 


BROADWAY AND 4TH ST. 
In the Heart of Times Square 
Phene: BR-yant 9-0346 





SPECIAL RATES 
TO THE PROFESSION 





$% Single, $10 Double, Without Bath 
$10.50 Single, $12.50 Double, With Bath 
Shower — Bath — ard Radio 
impessibie te Beat These Prices 
Largest Rooms in Greater New York 























Best Coffee in England | 





Leicester Square 





Organize Cleve. AGVA 


——— 


Cleveland, Aug. 27. 
Halford C. White, formerly of 
Major Bowers’ units, is organizing a 
Cleveland branch of the American 
Guild of Variety Artists and signed 
300 members in the first two weeks 
of its existence, 


Board members elected at first 
meeting, with White as local prez, 
were Charles Nelson, executive sec- 
retary; Frank Cipolla, first v. p.; Al- 
fredo Jackson, second v. p.; Pat Mul- 
ligan, third v. p.; Arthur L. Dick, 
fourth v. p., and Duke Rohrbacker, 
fifth v. p. 


LYNCH SLASHES 
PHILLY BUDGET 


Philadelphia, Aug. 27. 

Jack Lynch, whose nitery atop 
the Hotel Walton has heretofore 
featured big names, is dropping that 
policy this season to concentrate on 
‘production numbers. His shows will 
now feature a line of 20 showgirls 
plus a few medium priced-acts 
welded together in musical comedy 
style. 

Heavy nut of big names while 
trying to carry On with a no-cover- 
no-minimum policy is blamed by 
Lynch for change. Production-type 
policy is similar to the one that 
Lynch followed when he operated 
the Cafe Marguery at the Hotel 
Adelphia several years ago. The 
new setup goes into effect with the 
fall season opening Sept. 9. Show 
will be produced by Midge Fielding 
and will be tagged ‘Wine, Women 
and Song.’ Personnel includes Bob 
Russell, m.c.; Paul Sydell and Spotty, 
a dance team not yet set; Patricia 
King, terper; Dora Maughn, sophisti- 
cated songstress; a group of conga 
dancers. Neil (‘Sonny’) Fontaine’s 
orch is being held over. 

Lynch’s decision leaves Philly 
without a showcase for topflight va- 


riety personalities. Only other spot 
in town which brought big names 


here was the Stanley-Warner Earle 
theatre, which has been without the 
in-persons since last December be- 
cause of a dispute with the musi- 
cians union over a new contract. 


HATCHECKERY TO NITERY 
San Francisco, Aug. 27. 

Margaret Peterson, who formerly 
had hatcheck concession at defunct 
Club Modern, has opened spot of her 
own called Melody Lane. Larry 
Lawson is partner in venture. 

Latter also interested in Westward 
Ho drinkery. 

Marie Prey suc eceeded Elinor Troy 
in the NTG show at Florentine Gar- 
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Kelly Fired 


____. Continued from page 45 | 





Philly local, of conspiring to oust 
him from his position, with inten- 
tion of having Traver take charge 
of the Philly local. Kelly, who 
came to N.Y. with Dick Jones, a 
member of the Philly board, pointed 
y»ut that it was significant § that 
Traver resigned his office last Tues- 
day, same day that Kelly was fired, 
and was immediately appointed to 
the paid position of national repre- 
sentative. Meanwhile, Haddock is in 


Philadelphia running that local, stat- 
ing, according to reports, that the 


local board had asked him to do so 
until a new executive secretary is 
appointed. 

The Haddock vs. Kelly matter and 
the factionalism within the Philly 
board first became evident July 1 
when Haddock went to Philadelphia 
with intentions of firing Kelly be- 
cause he was allegedly an alien 
(Australian). He brought it before 
the board, which then voted to oust 
Kelly. Latter, meanwhile, had 
rushed to city hall for a copy of his 
birth certificate showing that he was 
born in Philadelphia. He brought it | 
back to the board and laid it before | 
them. Haddock, according to Jones, 
then said to the board: ‘You needn't 
accept that as conclusive proof.’ 

Jones, defending Kelly, then asked 
Haddock if he expected Kelly to 
bring his mother. ‘If you do,’ Jones 
declared, ‘he'll have to dig her up, 
because she’s dead.’ 

Takes Second Vote 


The board then took a second vote 
and reversed its decision. Since then 
Haddock preferred other charges, 
claiming Kelly disregarded actions 
of the local board; unduly influenced 
decisions of the local board; mishan- 
dled the financial accounts and other 
AGVA affairs; created a feeling that 
‘AGVA is irresponsible’; was ‘grossly 
negligent and incompetent’, These 
charges in just this bare phrasing 
are included in a letter Haddock has 
sent all members of the Philly local. 
The letter, Jones and Kelly state, 
was also sent on Haddock’s own au- 
thority, despite the fact that the lo- 
cal board had voted against such a 
move because it might undermine 
the respect of the Philly members 
for their union. 

Kelly was the Philadelphia head 
of the United Entertainers Assn.. 


which was a branch of the Amer- 
ican Federation of Actors, disen- 
franchised last summer. When 


AGVA was formed, Kelly operated 
the UEA as an independent organi- 
zation, finally bringing it into the 
AGVA fold four months ago. He 
was also instrumental in organizing 
Pittsburgh for AGVA, being sent to 
that city for that purpose by Had- 
dock. 

It is also significant that in his let- 
ter to the Philly members, Haddock 
stated that the decision to fire Kelly 
had been made by the national 
board, The national board did not 
vote on the matter, according to 
Barto, who has attended every meet- 
ing of that body before and 
becoming president 

As fortification in the battle to re- 
instate Kelly, Jones has been circu- 
lating petitions in Philadelphia. Up 
to Monday (26) he had already ac- 


since 


quired over 100 signatures. 
The Philly Angle 
Philadelphia, Aug. 27. 
Hoyt S. Haddock, national execu- 


tive secretary of the American Guild 
of Variety Artists, descended on 
|Philadelphia last week bent on 
| straightening out the tangles which 
threatened to wreck the Philly 
|AGVA unit. His first “act was to 
fire Thomas E. Kelly, executive sec- 
retary and business agent of the 
local, on charges of ‘gross neglig yence, 
ncompetency and mishandling the 
financial aceounts of the unit.’ 
Kelly, biz agent of the local since 
its inception, has long been 
actor- 
He formerly ran the 
fainers Association, indie performer 
outfit, which amalgamated with the 
| now defunct American Federation of 
Actors. 
| Since then Kelly has been en- 
| gaged in a controversy with the En- 
| tertainment Managers Association 
| (bookers) on the question of AGVA 
|contracts. Last week the agents 
wrote to Haddock severing all rela- 
tionships with AGVA as long as 
Kelly had any connection with the 
junion. It was this development 
battle that sent Haddock here. 
| Haddock also charged that Kelly’s 
‘mismanagement’ had caused a steep 
(drop in the union’s revenue, which 


a stormy 
agent circles. 


Jnited Enter- 


ihe said, had decreased from $700 in| 


| April to less than $150 for the first 
|15 days of July. 


Haddock said he had the support | 


|of most of the members of the board 
in his ouster of Kelly. 


' siderable 


| (Wednesday), 


Kemp Reveals 9 Solid Vaude Weeks 


Thru Southeast Booked By Southern 


aS 
— 





$700 for Pat West 


_-—-— | 


Hollywood, Aug. 27. 

More than $700 was netted at the 
benefit staged by film and fight per- | 
sonalities in the Jim Jeffries barn 
for the benefit of Pat West, | 

Veteran vaudefilm actor, who has | 
been critically ill in the Sawtelle 
Veterans’ hospital, has shown con- 
improvement in the last 
few days. 





RAINBOW ROOM : 


IN LATIN SWITCH 


The Rainbow Room, N. Y., goes 
100% Spanish Oct. 16 when Eddie 
LeBaron’s band returns to the Rock- 
efeller nitery, augmented by Vicente 
Gomez, guitarist; Elsie Houston, the 
Brazilian songstress, and Jack Cole’s 
Dancers, who will switch from their 
Balinese to fandango terps. 

New R. R. show preems tonight 
with Ben Cutler suc- 
ceeding Ray Heatherton’s band. Cut- 
ler, like LeBaron, is a periodic re- 
turner to this nitery. Elvira Rios, 
Mexican songstress, holds over, and 
Monna Montes-Jose Fernandez, Span- | 
ish ballet dancers are also on a re- 
turn engagement. Whitson Bros., 
from ‘Hellzapoppin,’ are added start- 
ers as is Virginia Hays, pianologist 
from the Coast and Chicago, last at 
the Pump Room, Chi. 


Rebuild Houston Cafe 


Aug. 27. 

Rebuilding of the Plantation night 
club, destroyed by fire several weeks 
ago, has been started. Opening 
scheduled for Sept. 19. 

Project is expected to cost $45,000. 
Dick Wheeler, Dallas, is the oper- 
ator, 


Houston, 





e15 YEARS AGOe 


(From VARIETY) 





The ‘separation’ of the Rudolph 
Valentinos was revealed as nothing 
more than a publicity stunt to puff 
the actor’s two forthcoming pictures. 





Al Jolson was resuming ‘Big Boy’ 
with the stipulation that the show 
play but 15 weeks. The temperimen- 
tal star declared that he loses his 
punch after prolonged engagements, 


Radio performers organized in 
Chicago as the Radio Broadcasting 
Artists Assn. They were set to force 


the stations to pay for their 
instead of playing 


ances, 


services 
‘glory’ perform- 


Mary Miles Minter 
care of a doctor for 
losing weight as part of a 
comeback. Several Broadway 
ducers were reported interested. 


was under the 
the purpose of 
Stage 
pro- 


Reported reading 
dering 
rights to several stage hits. 


scripts and or- 
negotiations for the film 
William 
Randolph Hearst was said to be re- 
to film production 


turning 


David Belasco was wi 
autobog It 


rking on his 
was to be syndicated 
through the Cosmos Syndicate, 


Bessie Love left Los Angeles for 


New York where she wags to have 
the lead femme_ role _ opposite 
Adolphe Menjou §n ‘The King of 
Main Street.’ Monte Bell was direct- 
ing at Paramount's Astoria, L, I, 
studios, 


Charlie Chaplin’s ‘The Gold Rush’ 
was doing smash biz, its more than 
$72,000 for a week being tops for | 
anything ever piled up on Broadway. 
It was playing the Strand there. 


|ern Attractions, 
| through the southeast this season is 
| booked 


|nine straight weeks with only 





Charlotte, N. C., Aug. 27. 
T. D. Kemp, Jr., manager of South- 
reveals his circuit 


solidly through Christmas 
week. Southern offers the longest 
routing—nine weeks—of any agency 
in the country, he avers 

‘This is the best circuit we've ever 
had,” Kemp says. ‘We're offering 
five 
lost days in the entire period. In 
December we'll have 11 weeks whe 
we add the Sparks circuit in Florida? 

Principal towns in the southeast in 
which Kemps books units, in order 
of routing, are: Clarksburg, Beckley, 
Logan, and Bluefield, W. Va: Har- 
risonburg, Danville, Lynchburg, and 
Richmond, Va.; Winston-Salem and 
Durham, N. C.; Newport News, Va; 
Rocky Mount, N. C.: Norfolk. Va. 
Raleigh and Charlotte, N. C; 
Augusta, Ga: Asheville, N. C.s 
Charleston, ‘Spartanburg, and Green- 
ville, S. C.; Atlanta, Ga.;: 
Tenn., and Anniston and Birming- 
ham, Ala. This is the regular rout- 
ing in houses with set policy. It is 


Knoxville, 


supplemented by smaller houses 
along the route. 

Kemp said units, which would 
carry from 30 to 35 persons, will 


carry line of eight or 10 girls, a five 
or six-piece band, which will be 
augmented by eight or 10 local mu- 
sicians; one or two comedy acts, a 
novelty turn, an acrobatic act, one 
or more singers, and one or two girl 
specialties. 

Units already booked include Sollie 
Child’s ‘French Follies,’ Mike Taf- 
lan’s “Temptations of 1941,’ Frank 
Tracy's ‘Three Cheers,’ Nick Boila’s 
‘Gay Nineties Revue,’ Howard 
Bruce’s ‘Hollywood on _ Parade,’ 
Frank Taylor's ‘Glamor’ Revue!’ 
Harry Clark’s ‘Pan American,’ Anton 
Scibilia’s ‘Broadway Passing Show,’ 
Harry Biben’s “Twentieth Century 
Revue,’ Dan Fitch's ‘World of Pleas- 
ure,’ Nick Boila’s ‘Candid Camera 
Revue, DeWolfe and Page's ‘Mid- 
night in Miami,’ Stan Zucker’s 
‘Beauty on Parade’ and Boila and 
Roberts’ ‘All-Girl Revue.’ 





GES —— 


(Law Stamp $1) 
SUPREME COURT OF 
ONTARIO 
The Master—Wednesday,. the 26th day 
of June, 1940. 


IN THE 


BETWEEN: 
THE CANADA TRUST COMPANY, 
Plaintiff, and CHARLES BARKWORTH, 


DOROTHY MARGUERITE WILLETT 
(WEYMER), BABE HAMILTON, DOR- 
OTHY OLIVE NEWMAN, ROBERT H., 


RAMSAY, FRED E. RAMSAY, ERNEST 
A.WRIGHT, JR., CARLYLE P, WRIGHT, 
ETHEL WRIGHT GLEN ERNEST 


CHEESEBOROUGH, THOMAS GEORGE 
BARKWORTH, JOHN WILSON BARK- 
WORTH, ERNEST F. WRIGHT, THE 
SHERBOURNE STREET UNITED 
CHURCH OF CANADA and MISS 
BABE (WALLIE COUGHLIN). 


Defendants 


UPON the application of the Plain- 
tiff, upon reading the proceedings here- 
in and the two affidavits of Richard 


Augur Treleaven filed, and the affi- 
davit of Marcus Smith filed and upon 
hearing counsel for the Plaintiff, for 
Charles Barkworth, for Dorothy Olive 
Newman and for The Sherbourne Street 
United Church of Canada, Defendants, 
| If IS ORDERED that service upon 
the Defendant Miss Babe (Wallie 
Coughlin) of the Orders herein of the 
Honourable Mr. Justice Makins dated 
the 16th day of October, 1939, as 
+amended, and the 25th day of January, 
1940, and of the Notice of Trial herein, 
by publishing this Order, together with 
the Notice thereon endorsed, once @ 
week for three successive weeks in 
“The News-Sentinel,” a daily ae. 
per published in the City of ort 
Wayne, Indiana, U. S. A., and in one 
issue of “Billboard,” a publication pub- 
lished in Cincinnati, Ohio, U. S. A., and 
in one issue of “Variety,” a publication 
published in New York City, New 
York, U. S. A., shall be deemed good 
and sufficient service of the said Orders 
of the Honourable Mr. Justice Makins, 
and the Notice of Trial herein 


AND IT IS FURTHER ORDERED 
that the said Defendant, Miss Babe 
(Wallie Coughlin) do, within thirty 


(30) days of the last publication of 
this Order and Notice thereon 4&5 
aforesaid, enter an appearance to this 
issue 
“FH. Barlow,” Master, S. C. O 
NOTICE 
The Plantiff's claim in this action 1s 
for the determination of the validity 
of testamentary documents of William 
| John Wright, late of the City of To- 
| ronto, in the County of York. Plumber, 
| deceased, dated respectively the 3rd day 
of October, 1921, the 19th day of June, 
| 1922, and the 3rd day of November, 
| 1925. in which the beneficiary named 
|is Miss Babe—or Miss Babe (Wallie 
| Co ughlin). 
“F. H. Barlow.” Master, S. C. O. 
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1941 ‘Ice-Capades in 
Skating Musical Elaborately Produced 





Atlantic City, Aug. 27. 

Produced and staged by Russell 
Markert; musical direction by Jerry 
Mayhall, arrangements, Earl Moss, 
music and lyrics, Peter DeRose and 
John LaTouche; costumes, H. 
Mahieu, Inc. Wilma Van and 
Michael Pawl; scenery and decora- 
tions, E. J. Dougherty and Maurice 
Levy. Features Belita, Vera Hruba, 
Pierre and Denise, Benoit, Cliff and 


Rona Thaell, Robin Lee, Sergei 
Flash, Robert Dench and_ Rose 
Marie Stewart, Everett McGowan 


and Ruth Mack, Red McCarthy, Lots 
Dworshak; Larry Jackson and 
Bernie Lyman, Joe Jackson, Jr., Eric 
Waite; chorus of 23 girls and 12 
boys, Jerry Mayhall’s Orch (20). 
Presented at Convention Hall, Atdan- 
tic City. 





In preeming the 194i version of 
the ‘Ice-Capades,’ Russell Markert 
has gone in for splendor of produc- 
tion, costuming and settings on the 
largest scale. The result is a more 
glittering revue than any ice show 
seen here in the past. 

Layout is presented in the form of 


a musical comedy, with no_ an- 
nouncements between acts. It is 


done that way to boost the program 
biz, since no spectator can know 
who’s who unless he blows 25c. for 
a catalog. 

Costumes cost $20,000, or so says 
Markert, and the producer boasts it's 
the largest expenditure on any elab- 
orately gowned show. Orch has 
been enlarged by six men, the new- 
comers being drawn from the Philly 
Symphony and the Maubaum orchs. 

The opening number, ‘Arabian 
Nights,’ includes fancy skating by 
Belita, Cliff Thael, Red McCarthy 
and ensemble, interwoven with the 
costumes of sultans, harem girls, 
guards and the flowing scarfs of 
ballet skaters. The effect is excit- 
ing. Next eye-appealing number 1s 
the ‘Garden of Roses,’ in which 
Belita, with the ensemble in rose- 
petal gowns, make a picture with 
strobolite effect on pink and green 
costumes. During this number, 
George Byron and Dorothy Allan 
sing ‘Somewhere.’ Mikes are clev- 
erly distributed over the rink, and 
pick up the voices without a break. 

Lois Dworshak leads a _ jitterbug 
dance aided by chorus. Their cos- 
tumes make a pretty scene, with the 
boys in yellow trousers and brown 


sweaters, and the girls in brown 
suspender dresses and yellow 
blouses. 


Vera Hruba, Czech lassie, first ap- 
pears on the ice posing as a lighted 
candle. Two ‘kids’ in  nightshirts 
skate around the candle, and then 
the candle chases the kids, giving 
the effect of a flame racing over the 
rink. 

Robin Lee, billed as American 
champion skater, is high spot in solo 
performance. Larry Jackson does a 
comic skit on skis. Pierre Benoit 
does a tango number. Jackson and 
Lyman, in several comedy numbers, 


combine some good skating with 
some genuinely funny clowning. 
Their waltz, which involves some 


female impersonation, lagged a bit 
at the performance caught. 

Cliff and Rona Thaell have grace 
and rhythm in their Chopin waltz. 
Sergei Flash, much improved in his 
skating. sinc® he came here with the 
former edition of: Ice-Capades, ex- 
ecutes some cleverS juggling. Eric 
Waite burlesques ‘Aunt Mathilda’ on 
the ice.. Joe Jackson, Jr., son of 
the tramp bicycle rider, does a per- 
formance something. like his father’s. 
His body covered with blue paint, 
Red McCarthy impersonatés a Chi- 
nese god in ballet. Sa 

The show ends a patriotic:display 
called ‘Americana,’ in which the en- 
tire company displays its talents 
simultaneously as George Byron 
sings ‘Yippi-i-ay.’ 

First night’s show brought a 
crowd of 3,500, considered fair “in 
view of rainy weather. Carter. 


STEEL PIER, A.C. 


(MUSIC HALL) 





Atlantic City, Aug. 25. 

Andrews Sisters (3), Eddie White, 
Ben Yost Varsity Singers (9), Far- 
raday Dancers (6), Frank Elliott’s 
Modern Minstrels (6), Ben Beri, 
Jimmy Jones House Orch; ‘Girl from 
Avenue A’ (20th). 

Andrews Sisters are back as head- 
liners at Steel Pier’s Music Hall for 
second time in a month. Gals con- 
tinue to have plenty of harmony and 
zip, and got a noisy reception when 
caught at first show Sunday (25), 
when Steel Pier was enjoying its 
heaviest weekend biz this summer. 
Their song numbers seem limited, 
however, and when crowd calls for 
favorites the blonde member ex- 
plains (putting in a plug for their 
forthcoming film) that they can't 
sing such numbers until pic is re- 
leased. For encores they do ‘Beer 
Barrel Polka’ and “Tuxedo Junction.’ 

This week’s setting is in cabaret 
style, with Jimmy Jones’ house orch 
on stage and the various acts min- 
gling in the big show. Eddie White, 


+ 





familiar hereabouts because of fre- 
quent appearances, got excellent ap- 
plause for his yarns and his comedy 
lvrics set to popular tunes. 
gags are bright and even his stale 
ones are put over in fresh style. He 
m.c.’s also 

In Frank Elliott's Modern Min- 
strels, Manny King, a newcomer, 
gets heavy chuckles with his water- 
wine act and his comedy violin num- 
ber. Charlie Kemper, blackface, 
with Dick Dana as the personable 


Atlantic City Bow; 


His new | 


| singles, 


| 
| 


straight, get good results ina ‘buzzin’ | 


bee’ number, 
Yost singers. 
Waiters’—done by the four end men 
dressed as hashslingers—brought 
calls for an encore. 

Ben Yost’s men spring forth this 
week with a new set of tunes as well | 
as new cream-and-red uniforms that | 
are snappy looking. Ben Beri com- 
bines clever juggling with zany an- 
tics and his harmonious juggling of 
tambourines earned him bows. The 
six Farraday Dancers have a routine | 
modern number which breaks off| 
finally into a peppy rhumba tap. 

S.R.O. at both afternoon and eve- 
ning shows Sunday (25) in 2,500) 
seater, The 75c. tariff covered this | 
show, Jack Teagarden’s orch in the 
Marine Ballroom, ‘Pier 13’ and) 
‘South to Karanga’ in the Casino 
filmroom, and seven circus fixtures 
at the grandstand on the ocean end. 

Carter. 


TOWER, K.C. 


Kansas City, Aug. 24. 
Alene and Evans, Hector and His 
Pals, The Blanchards, Billy Arm-| 
strong, Lester Harding, Herb Six) 





(20th). 

If there is any lack of balance at 
the Tower this week—show leans 
toward the comedy side—it’s all in 
the patrons’ favor. Forty-five min- 
utes of ‘Vacation Warieties’ are weil 
filled and layout is better than aver- 
age. Various features, such as pro- 
duction, work of the line or music, 
stand out from week to week, but | 
currently the imported acts are the 
toppers. 

After linegirls go through a_/} 
travelog of tapping, Lester Harding | 
gets in harness as m.c. and assigns | 
initial chore to Hector and his as-| 
sortment of canine pals. Act gets| 
large percentage of chuckles and 


vate Affairs’ 


} 
gets show underway in good style. | 


Billy Armstrong gets call 
weekly amateur. He’s a teen-ager 
who handles a banjo with consider- 
able ability, but has 
how to exhibit it to best advantage. 

Smooth acro turn is given by Dud 
Alene and Charles Evans. Make 
slow-motion handstands seem ef- 
fortless. House line then terps 
through a number handling bows 
and arrows. Harding vocals ‘Fools 
Rush In’ and encores with a revival 
of ‘S’posin’ of the Days of ‘29.’ 


Closing is turned over to Paul and | 
off | 


Paulette Blanchard, who _ step 
with comedy impressions that regis- 


ter above their knockabout, slap-| 
the | 
pace set at beginning and| 


stick waltz. 
comedy 
holds up entertainment level of the 
bill. Girls return to tap atop 
travelling cases for finale. 

Film attraction has 
value than usual feature picture 
here, and lending a shoulder to the 
week's take. Quin, 


EARLE, WASH. 


_ Washington, Aug. 24. 
Eileen Ritter, Roxyettes (16), Yost 
, Singers (8), 
Sea Hawk’ (WB). 


a two-hour film this 


Act maintains 


Wi th week, 


| productionist Harry Anger shortens | 


his stage revue to a fast 34 minutes 


by the Roxyettes and Yost singers, | 


| with local product Johnny Barnes as 
| headliner. 
Show opens with 


Eileen Ritter 


and House Orch, House Line; ‘Pri-| 


as the} 


yet to learn} 


assisted by the Ben! 
A ribald “Song of the | 





| well with 
| stepping herself up too high with a 


| 
| 
| 





| 
more name} 


ROXY, N. Y. 


George Bell, Bill Broadway, Jean 
Clark, Kay Karroll, Lynn Kirk, Ray- 
mond Kretzer, Ann Lipton, Jack 
Murray, O’Brien & Goldberg, Ras- 
cals of Rhythm, The Rigoletto Trio, 
Harmonica Symphoneers, Gae Fos- 
ter Girls, Paul Ash and Orch; *Young 
People’ (20th), reviewed in VARIETY, 
July 17. 

In the old days of vaudeville the 
Palace used to hold morning audi- 
tions. with bookers in attendance 
looking over a procession of hope- 
fuls. It’s like that at the Roxy this 
week and the flock of acts, mostly 
who make up the Major 
Bowes unit are on and off just about 
as fast as at those old Palace ses- 
sions. 

The twice-weekly free tryouts in 
Proctor houses, also in those good 
old days, used to give the embryos 
more time than the Bowes talent 
gets here. However, with 12 differ- 
ent acts on the Bowes show, it is 
necessary to get the proper turnover. 

Here’s about how a manager's re- 
port on the show might have run, 
were it, for instance, Bill O'Day, 


manager of Proctor’s 125th street 15) 


years ago, reporting to. the Keith 
home-office about the free tryouts at 
his house: 

Rascals 


of Rhythm. Two men 
(colored) 


doing a couple songs in 


| hot style, with more noise than vocal | 


technique going into their work. 


| May be o.k. for the family time. 


Bill Broadway. Kid with 
pitched voice; a cross between a 
youthful Irish tenor and a falsetto. 
Does but one number. Diction not 
so hot. Belongs in a flash act as 
filler. 

Harmonica Symphoneers. Five men 
on harmonicas who show splendid 
promise. Two numbers done, one 
Raymond Scott's ‘Powerhouse,’ 
claimed first time on harmonicas. 

Lynn -Kirk. Good-looking swing 
singer, doing a medley arrangement 
of pops suited to her particular style. 
Should develop; bears watching. 

Jean Clark. A whistler who imi- 
tates birds, with crickets for relief. 
Very good, but thin as an act on its 
own. 


Jack Murray. Imitates Henry 
Busse with his trumpet, Tommy 
Dorsey and his trombone, Clyde, 
McCoy blues and Horace Heidt. 


| Pretty good. 


Ann Lipton. Soprano doing rather 
‘One Night of Love,’ but 


|} coloratura aria. With the proper 
routine would do for Fifth Floor 
| dates. 

O’Brien and Goldberg. May be- 
come a Palace possibility. Boys are 
| understood to have started out as 
dancers, but have made the main} 


substance of their act comedy. Open 
with a comedy number built around 
products plugged on the air 
free ads there) and then satirize air 
announcers, including a session as 
though done at a prize fight. Good 
average of-laughs clocked. 

Kay Karroll. 
yodels one number. Unimportant. 

Raymond Kretzer. Does _ imita- 
tions of the down-on-the-farm 
variety and very good, but a bit 
corny. Mark Murphy, booking the 
Proctor time, or Danny Simmons, 


Moss, might use this turn to ad- 
vantage in the No. 2 spots. 

George Beil. A trick violinist 
who dances well. His calisthenics 
with the fiddle on ‘Pop Goes the 
Weasel’ is reminiscent of Wilbur 
Hall. ‘Toy Trumpet’ session also 
| clicks 


Rigoletto Trio. Colored trio, one at 


a small piano, sing a tuneful parody | 


on ‘Quartet’ from ‘Rigoletto.” Also a 
| spiritual. Highly recommended for 
| developing through Fifth Floor book- 
| ing. 
| Paul Ash’s band is on the stage, 
| with Ash announcing each act or 
| personality without causing any de- 
lay hrough m.c._ buildup. Gae 


Johnny Barnes; ‘The, Foster girls are used twice for back- 
: 


| ground, at the finish going vocal as 
| they march around with various 
| state flags. 

Business close to capacity for the 
last show Friday (23). Char, 


| LYRIC, INDPLS. 


emceeing. regular house community | 


sing feature, 
Mike.’ Brings individual customers 
down. to foots to sing popular bal- 
lads an@® plays back recording 


voice while patron stands by. Gag 


is still so¢k&o for customers in third 
week of playback angle. 

Show proper gets under way with 
balcony scene by two Yost singers. | 
Other six dance son in pairs and all | 
| gather at frontgmike for medley of 


popular tunes. 
troduce hoe 
straight tap, 






~ Barnes. 
-tomes back to go 


into tap imitation of Bill Robinson | 


that got spontaneous applause. 
lows with jitterbug 
cellent response. 
Yost singers do sev “tnore tunes 
and fade to sides 4or rance oO 
linegals in white polka dot playsuits 
with big rubber balls, -Aftef ball- 


Fol- 
mber for ex- 


bouncing formation, girls Jreturn 
with wooden balls for ing 
routine, Acts gets big rns 
though done in variations gpre- 


viously by same gals, but always 

good because of suspense. After Tox 

mations Yost singers return 

tinale by company. es 
Biz S.R.O. at show caught. 


‘Sing-a-Song-With- | 


of | 


ter songs they in-| 
After | 


| 


| 


| 


Indianapolis, Aug. 23. 
Ritz Bros. (3), Gloria Blake, Yo- 
Yo, Charles Newman, Dorothy Hild 
Ballet (11); ‘Man I Married’ (20th). 
The Ritz brothers, here for the 
first time, are pulling heavy coin 
Recent experiments peopled the 


Lyric stage with heavy casts lacking 


boxoffice. This week, the Ritzes 
hold down 23 minutes of the bill’s 
47 minutes, and again. prove the 


value of a name. They close the 
show with zany antics long familiar 
to their vaude and film audiences, 
Heaviest part of their stint is a 
burlesque of ‘Snow White,’ 


sions of the witch and dwarfs. Also 
do songs and dances and finish with 
operatic parody, with one of the 
boys working in audience as he at- 
tempts to direct orchestra. They’re 
what the customer paid to see and 


they work hard to deliver full 
money’s worth. 
Line of 11 girls billed as the 


Dorothy Hild Ballet appear in two 
spots. Opens with military routine, 
wiressed as mounties, to introduce 


s 


*, 
~~ 


high- | 


(some | 


Playing a guitar, | 


names, with comparative quiet at the | 


using | 
fullstage for their madcap impres- | 


Yo-Yo, trained horse. They work 

again to intro Charles Newman, who 

harmonicas. Girls also exhale | 

briefly through the mouth organs. | 
| No particular flash to them as their 
' routines are elementary and in both | 
| appearances the next act is faded | 
| in without giving them a chance to 
win a hand on their own. 
Yo-Yo appears in the deuce. Ex- 
| pertly trained and ridden, nag goes| 
through paces of fox trot, waltz, and 
conga to please. Newman, in the 
trey, harmonicas ‘In the Mood’ and 
‘Bolero,’ using one hand for drum 
| effect on latter tune. He knows his 
notes but needs a little more stage 
| presence. 
| Gloria Blake lifts a sturdy colora- 
| tura on ‘Blue Danube,’ ‘Open Your 
| Heart’ in French and ‘Kiss Me 
| Again.’ Her trill endings prove 
mitt-winning. 
House usually plays five or six acts 
when bill is straight vaude, and this 
week's bill of four acts seems short. ' 
It was probably necessary to curtail | 
| running time to get a turnover with | 
the lengthy picture. Feeling still) 
persisted, however, that another act 
should have followed appearance of 
Ritz Bros. 

Biz very good at third show 
Friday (23), Kiley. 


| KEITH’S BOSTON | 


| 

Boston, Aug. 22. 
Trixie, Present and Past (3), Paul 
Regan, Firemen’s Barbershop Quar- 
| tet, Buster West and Lucille Page 
| with Chick Gagnon, Larry Flint 
House Orch.; ‘Babies for Sale’ (Col) 
and ‘Carolina Moon’ (Rep). | 
ype Pai 





/- Very satisfactory vaude bill, with | 
some local talent thrown in for good | 
|measure. Boston Firemen’s Quar- 
tet are of doubtful interest any- 
| where else, but these are the boys | 
| who represented the Hub at the 
| World’s Fair contest this summer. | 
| Buster West, in the closing spot, | 
| picks up the show nicely after the | 
| non-pro session of the local fire lad- | 
dies. Brings back his familiar act | 
and keeps things popping every min- | 
ute. His solo eccentric and the duo | 
‘eccentric and hokum adagio with | 
| Lucille Page are still topflight en- 
tertainment of the daffy type. Good 
| stooging by Chick Gagnon paves the 
way for rapid-fire hokum and pratt- 
| falls in the opening stanza of the act. | 
Trixie, clever femme juggler, gets | 
the show off to a good start, featur- | 
| ing plate and ball-tossing. Paul Re- 


gan clicks in the trey with a 
flock of film impersonations. A few | 
of them are commendable, but he 


| shoots ’em along with such rapidity 
| that the whole adds up to quite a 
splurge, but he gets a nice response 
at the finish. His best bets are Clark 
Gable, Ronald Colman, FDR, and 
Clem McCarthy. 
| Present and Past, in the deuce, 
open with conventional tapping. 
| They’re a young man and woman, 
who then intro their dad. He solos 
with an oldtime buck and wing, and 
| is then joined by the young man for 
a close-formation unison buck. 
| Old-fashioned stuff is a novelty now 


days, so the idea gets okay recep- 
tion. It’s the first week of Larry | 
Fox. 


Flint’s house band on stage 


ORIENTAL, CHI 


Chicago, Aug. 24. 
Shep Fields Orch with Dorothy 
Allen, Senny Washburn, Larry Neal: 
Val Setz, Chilton and Thomas, Pinky 





Lee and Co, (3), ‘Private Affairs’ 
(U). 
Fields orchestra, which got its 


start in Chicago, is a happy boxoffice 
choice currently and continuing the 
recently inaugurated profit-making 
| policy of this house. Opened bright- 
ly and indicates one of the best b.o. 
sessions at this house. 

_ Fields does a quiet, dignified m.c. 
job. Band fulfills its promise of ‘rip- 
pling rhythm’ and much of the nov- 
elty strain emphasizes the accordion 
ripple. Breaks up the pops with two 
classicals, ‘Bolero’ and ‘Flight of the 
| Bumble Bee.’ 

| For singers Fields has the femme 
| Dorothy Allen, who dresses up the 
bandstand patiently until she gets a 
chance to warble a couple of pop 
ditties; Sonny Washburn and Larry 
| Neal, who drop their instruments for 
their vocalizing. 

Three acts make up a pretty good 
vaude show. All are standard, but 
two of them made the error of over- 
staying. Particularly is this true of 
Juggler Val Setz, who overdoes the 
work with the balls. At least half of 
this part could be eliminated to 

'Setz’s profit. He has some tricks 
with clubs that are okay because it’s 
shorter. Basically, Setz has a stand- 
ard act that can make good any- 
where, but he’ll have to watch that 
clock, 

| Chilton and Thomas have a stand- 
| 

| 

! 


out dance act, fast and clever. The 
work on the pedestals is surefire 
vaudeville and the closing Charles- 
ton remains topnotch. Pinky Lee is 
a good knockabout low comedian 
| who hurts his own chances by mis- 
| takenly believing that blue stuff is 
,funny. Some of Lee's stuff, espe- 
| Clally in its implication, is not only | 
‘blue, but also dirty. Lee should 
|smarten up. When he sticks to | 
Straightforward hoke clowning, he’s | 
; excellent and rates a full round of | 
laughs. 

Business good at supper show Fri- | 
| day (23). Gold. 


| picture 


GOLDEN GATE, S. F. 


San Francisco, Aug. 21. 


Dorothy Lamour, Steve Gara 
Glanz and Bellak, Bob Ripa, Fonds 
and St. Claire, Bobby Evans, Pegg 
O'Neill girls, Charles Kaley Hoos 
Orch; ‘Bill of Divorcement’ (RKO) 

Whatever it is the fans want 
Dorothy Lamour seems to have it’ 


Sarong gal, appearing in high-neck 
long-sleeve, floor-length silver gown 
packed 'em to the rafters at ; 7 


pen- 
ing here, drawing every age and 
class. Comes on briskly, steerin. 


for mike in front of orch, and » 

right into ‘Mexican ia oo 
‘Moon Over Burma.’ Thereafter 
chats with fans anent each solo fol. 
lowing with ‘Never Smile Again,’ 
medley from her jungle pix, ‘Dan- 


|}ger in Your Eyes’ and ‘Beginning 


of the End.’ Flick medley drew 
bursts of applause as fans recog. 
nized each fave. Plenty requests 
shouted from audience, Lamour 
finally having to beg off. 


Opening act on bill is table-tennigs 
match and exhibition by Glanz and 
Bellak. Trick returns softened fans 
immediately and _ 15-point match. 
drew rapt attention. Okay novelty, 


Second position allotted to Bobby 
Evans, local boy who had to g0 to 
the N.Y. Cotton Club to make good. 
Nice personality and plenty fast on 
feet, sepia entertainer landed solidly 
particularly with panorama of Har- 
lem jive steps since Charleston days. 
Closes with new zig-zag squat step 
of his own, dubbed ‘Shorty George.’ 
It'll take agile dancers to do it but 
jitterbugs have proven anything is 
possible. Localites gave lad a well- 
earned welcome. 

Bob Ripa occupies trey spot and 
could have spent the rest of the day 
there. Working balls, plates, and 
Japanese sticks, trick juggler is the 
slickest, smoothest worker to troupe 
through here in many moons. Holds 
fast tempo throughout. 

No slouch either is Steve Garay, 
who follows. He does imitation of 
Hitler that had ’em screaming. Also 
offers his Italian-British prizefight, 
doing excitable Latin description 
while stooge drawls sedate broad-A 
version. Mentions to audience US. 
is last country where he could get 
away with burlesques like these. 


Fonda and St. Claire, dance team. 


follow Lamour and do nice job of 
holding mob which has only one 
thing in mind, the sarong queen. 


| House line assists, also opening fes- 


tivities with fast Red Cross routine. 
Kaley’s orch solo this week is ‘Fools 
Rush In.’ Could have taken encore 
but bowed to speeding clock. Wern. 


HAMID’S PIER, A. C. 


HIPPODROME 


Atlantic City, Aug. 25 
Leroy Miller, Four Toppers, Bud 
and Eleanor Coll, Gallagher and 
Rush, Reno, Wilbur Hall, Lynn, 
Royce and Vanya Harry Ward’s 
House Orch (9); ‘Earl of Puddle- 
Stone’ (Rep). 


The portion of this week’s show in 
the Hippodrome of Hamid’s Million 
Dollar pier which drew the loudest 
reception at the first performance 
Sunday was the part held over from 
last week. Wilbur Hall, the horn- 
tooter and fiddle-jiggler, and Lynn, 
Royce and Vanya, the acrobatie ball- 


room dancers, are the holdovers 
Neither act is changed a bit, but 
both reaped roaring applause. 

ere 

The other acts, bunched together 


as preliminaries to the holdovers, are 
billed as ‘Leroy Miller and His Radio 
Revue.’ Miller himself, in fancy 
white linen, m.c.s for the four act 
and in between them does a few 
chores of his own. He conducts a 
quiz by having a mike passed 
through the audience and giving 5c 
seegars as prizes for correct answers 


>, 


Miller also does a series of imper- 
sonations, 
Four Toppers, three men and a 


girl, dish out some barbershop har- 


mony that drew considerable ap- 
plause but nevertheless seemed a 
little disappointing at performance 
caught. This was the only part_of 


Miller’s ‘Radio Revue’ that would”be 


of use to a radio station. Reno, the 
juggler, displays standard wares. He 
manipulates four Indian clubs with 


his hands and two rubber balls with 
his head, winding up with cash cus- 
tomers throwing balls at him, which 
he catches with a stick in his mouth 
__ Bud and Eleanor Coll start with a 
jitterbug ballroom dance, he in black 
trousers and she in flowing rose chif- 
fon. Bud violins ‘Humoresque,’ 
Squeezing every drop of sentiment 
from it. Then right in the middle 


| Of it. he lapsed into a Russian dance, 


fiddling simultaneously. Eleanor 
comes out again, an eye filler in 4 


|white pantie suit, and the two en- 


gage in some lively acrobatics {for 


| the finale. 


Gallagher and Rush, in white 
trunks and bronzed skin, make a fine 
with their  slow-motion 
muscle work. At one point Gallagher 
stands on his hands, supporting him- 
self by the thumb and one other 
finger of each hand. 

Seashore crowds who paid 65c to 
see this show got Tom Mix and his 
circus and Art Jarrett’s orch thrown 
in elsewhere on the Pier, Carter. 
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wonder as to why Fox would drag} 
New Acts 


49 





touches of travesty distinguish them, 
| from the ordinary run of hoofers and | 


a camera way up there for that. 
the ‘Nola’ tap finale is particularly | 


Of the two Lew Lehr clips (Fox). 








Lalage, Sid Tomack and Reis clicko, bringing substantial salvos | Chicago, Aug. 24. | one’s good, the other's a senseless + aay 
Bros. (2) Henry Armetta, Betty from the customers. .. ..| Wilkey and Dare, Bob Neller, publicity stunt. First is a tree- yapaGe 
Hutton, Ciro Rimac’s Rhumba Orch,| , The lighted notes number, with its) adrian Rollini Trio, Grace & Nikko, Climbing dog, second is gals at San erialist 
with Alzira Camargo, Marquita) — . «ge + ln of Dorothy Hild Girls (16), Adrian and Aaa pee 3 — painting automobiles. 7 Mins.; Full 
, lita. Charle Boy:| the peaks of the orch’s performance, | Hoy: Orch: ‘Ret Frank n’t ask why. a, . 
Rivera, Estrellita, ¥ y and stands out for its humor and /! sean : . — of — State, N. ¥. 


by Zwerling’s Pit Orch; ‘When the | 
Delkvis Rode’ (U), reviewed in 
Variety, July 31. 


State’s booker, Sidney Piermont, 
included plenty of variety in the 
current layout. It runs the full 
gamut from acrobatics to comedy to 
dancing and music, unfolding, 
smoothly and nicely paced all the’ 
way. Henry Armetta, Betty Hutton | 
and Ciro Rimac’s orch are the 
marquee lures from the stage end, | 
while the first-run ‘When the Dal-| 
tons Rode’ is taking ample care, ac- 
“cording to the excellent daily news- 
paper reviews, of the screen angle. 
Attendance Friday night (23) was 
good and the b.o. should hold up 
through the week. 

This is a variety show 
strictest sense of the word. Sid 
Tomack and Reis Brothers (New 
Acts), in the deuce, and Henry 
Armetta, immediately following, take 
good care of the comedy angle. Betty 
Hutton satisfies the jitterbugs with 
her delineation of a human but noisy | 
dynamo; Lalage ‘New Acts), open- 
ing, is a nifty aerial-acrobat doing 
one-arm turnovers in the Lillian 
Leitzel manner, and Rimac’s crew 
takes excellent care of the music. 
dancing and singing in the Latin- 
American style. 

Rimac’s band was one of the first 
to bring _— south-of-the-border 
rhythms to the U. S. Long stand- 
ard in vaude, maestro seemingly 
never lets down, all of his acts and 
specialties being uniformly good. 
This time he comes up with a new 
singer of Spanish songs, a femme 
named Alzira Camargo, who looks 
like a first-class click. She's in the 


in the 


style of Carmen Miranda in dress, , 
but has a superior voice plus locks. | 
She did four numbers the night, 


caught after Rimac built her up as 
the new Brazilian sensation from the 
Casino Urea in Rio, and whammed 
all the way with an audience that 
wasn't hep to the language. It 
proved her selling power. 

Besides Senorita Camargo, Rimac’s 
aggregation includes Marquita 
Rivera, Estrellita and Charley Boy 
(Rimac), who delineate the rhumba 
and conga in snappy fashion. Rimac 
himself also dances, doing the samba 
with Estrellita and a Latin-American 
jitterbug challenge dance’ with 
Charley Boy. 


man aggregation is solid in the 
maracas tempo. 
Armetta. working with the same 


unbilled femme, is doing the com- 
edy sketch in ‘one’ he delivered his 
last time around on a personal ap- 
exrance tour. It’s adequate for the 
talian-dialectic film character, get- 
ting a fair amount of laughs, but he 
should change the essence of his 
bow-off speech, which is also too 
much like last year's. 

Miss Hutton, next-to-closing, wa’ 
no audience riot with the adult audi- 
ence at this viewing. Her first two 
numbers in her bang-up pantywaist 
styie drew but fair response and 
then she brought on Tomack and the 
Reis boys to get her off big. Num- 
ber with them a special titled 
“Who Stole the Jam.’ the boys im- 
personating kiddies and Miss Hutton 
their mammy. Its chief appeal is in 
her kicking the kids around, which 
also didn’t arouse any too much en- 
thusiasm. 

Perhaps Miss Hutton left herself 
foo wide open up ahead, when she 


is 


told the audience: ‘I know what 

you're’ thinking. You're’ thinking 

what a screwball I am" Amen. 
Scho. 


SHEA’S, BUFFALO 


Buffalo, Aug. 24 

Orrin Tucker Orch (16) with 
Bonnie Baker, The Bodyguards, The 
Ghezzis, The Stapletons; ‘Money and 
Woman’ (WB). 

As a sort of unoffcial preview of 
the coming season, the Buffalo slips 
into the late-August stretch with 
this Orrin Tucker-Bonnie Baker of- 
fering. It is the first appearance of 
the outfit here and the choice a 
timely and happy one for the house 
Bang-up opening reception accorded 
the layout at the wickets and vocifer- 
ous approbation of the payees are 
strong evidences of the effectiveness 
of the turn, which impresses 
Stellar all the wavy. 

Tucker’s easy and personable in- 
formality, is in evidence throughout 
and lends greatly to the acceptability 
of the proceedings. Miss Baker is 
the topper and completes the job of 
wrapping up the stubholders lock. 
stock and barret. 

Tucker is using 13 instruments 
presently with three additional vocal 
stand-ins. The employment of three 
violins, added to three saxes, four 
trumpets, guitar, bass and piano, is 
something of a novelty, as is the 
continued emphasis on the string 
section. Novelty angle also goes 
for the bass doubling between viol 
and horn. In addition to the solid 
musical merits of the Tucker assem- 
bly, the boys are heavy on enter- 
tainment values. 

The Stapletons are on with their 
smooth terps in the unmistakable 
Astaire-Rogers manner. Their neat 


is 


as 


' standards. 


For the music, the ll-; 


originality. 
ing response. Tucker’s whimsical 
reprises of ‘Little Girl,’ ‘Imagination’ 
and ‘Need a Little Loving’ are nicely 
done, and the burlesqued drinking 
song by the members of the band, 
featured by the trick lighted steins, 
drew deservedly heavy palm-patter. 

The Ghezzis follow with their 
handbalancing, plenty sure’ and 
swift, and encore with their upside- 
down jitterbug. 


Miss Baker is on for closing and / 
no one can complain about her gen- | 


erosity. She gives them just about 
everything in and out of the book. 
After her opening medley, backed by 
The Bodyguards, she whams out 
‘What Are Little Girls Made Of, 
‘Playmates,’ ‘Ma, He’s Making Eyes,’ 
and finally, for full measure, the 
ubiquitous ‘Oh, Johnny.’ Her ‘Not 
Yet’ and ‘My Resistance is Low’ are 
the ultimate in style. 

Third show opening day 
played to overflowing. 


(23) 
Burton, 


Harlem Opera House, N.Y. 


Lou Jordan Orch (9) with Beverly 
White, Allen Drew, Victoria Troupe, 
Jans, Linton and Dean, Joyner and 
Foster, Slim and Eddie; ‘The Mortal 
Storm’ (M-G). 


The Harlem Opera House, being | 


used by the operators of the nearby 


Apollo to fill in with stage shows and | 
films while the latter gets a refur- | 


bishing, is using a good idea perhaps, 
but judging from the acts in from 
Thursday (22) to the foliowng Sun- 


day (house is split week), the setup | 


is not only far short of the Apollo 
standards, but, with the exception of 
one turn, far short of professional 
The Apollo, though, used 
‘B’ film fare where the Opera House 
is screening ‘A’ product. Apollo re- 
opens Friday (30). 


The one act which impressed at al] | 


was the Victoria Troupe, comprised 
of three white girls and two boys 
aboard bicycles and unicycles. 
They're the lone ofay turn. Working 
on a stage that must have greaily 
confined their bag of tricks, the quin- 
tet got over solidly with a routine of 
trick riding competent enough to 
gain ’em entry to better-class houses. 
Formation riding with all astride 
two or single wheels, pyramiding the 
five on one bike and such things as 
one boy skipping rope while on a 
machine make for neat eye stuff 


| Too, one of the males dons a clown 


costume to get off comical but highly 


proficient tricks on a unicycle, an | 
angle that could be extended with! 
some of the formation stuff cut to 


tighten and speed the turn. 


Slim and Eddie, comedy and dance 
duo, have played the Apollo in the 


past. Here they didn’t seem as ef- 
fective. One 4s tall, the other short. | 
with the taller costumed as a gal 


from the country and giving out with 


a mixture of Harlem and eccentric 
terps. Meant little. Short half’s 
contribution was a couple of full 


backflips landing on one leg. 

Jans. Linton and Dean, a dance 
trio of negligible calibre, were on 
much too long. Breaking into single, 
double and trio work in five differ- 
ent routines was only prolonging the 
agony. Routines and execution were 
sloppy. The one bit that might have 
meant anything, a single tap by one 
of the men, was brassily drowned out 
by the Lou Jordan house band. Joy- 
ner and Foster. blackface comedians, 
did a flock of shouting, but little else 
Anyone in the audience would have 
agreed that the public address sys- 
tem demanded more than ordinary 
voice, but not the amount of lung 
power used. It wouldn't have been 
sO objectionable had the comedy 
been worth it. 

Allen Drew, m.c., was at the other 
extreme Most of the time he 
couldn’t be heard. What with a 
pravel-type voice and none-too-clear 


diction. most of his gags went un- 
answered 

Lou Jordan’s band, composed of 
nine pieces, split into three rhythm. 
three sax, two trumpet and one 
trombone, is a passable group on 
some numbers, and on others n.s.g 
For one thing his three brass con- 
tinually overshadow the three sa» 
Beverly White is its vocalist. Wood. 





ASCAP 


Continued from page 1 








constitute the general essence of 
these programs. 

ASCAP ‘Days’ at both the New 
York and San Francisco Fairs are 
also being primed as a means to gen- 
eral public edification and education 
again with ‘name’ songsmiths, al- 
though conservatives within the 
Society are committed to the thought 
that these intra-trade issues belong 
i trade and shouldn't be 
aired. Others point to the frank pro- 
BMI buildup and the manner in 
which, already, the public is being 
let in on the. ASCAP-NAB squabble. 


thi 


“<r the 
Wea hhaeae sar 


It drew an overwhelm- | 


James’ (20th). 





Pretty 
of the Balaban & Katz circuit. Two 
of the acts can be presumed to fit 
into this house satisfactorily if not 
too successfully, while the other two 
might have a tough time getting into 

& K.’s family time State-Lake 
across the street. 

Initial error finds conflict between 
ijthe two man-and-woman acts of 
Wilkey and Dare and that of Grace 
and Nikko. The first-named pair is 
not suitable for this house at all. 
They have a lot of messy stunts and 
‘much of their comedy is in ex- 
tremely bad taste, especially the 
| foot-smelling bit by the man and the 
| wiggling by the woman. In the main, 
the only saving items in their act 
‘are a couple of good tumbling tricks 
| by the girl. She makes an okay ap- 
pearance and it’s a pity that they 
| spoil what little good stuff they have 
by their uncalled-for poor taste. 
| Their slow-motion bit is meaningless. 


Bob Neller was at one time figured 
|for a bright future with his ven- 
triloqual act. But his double-tone 
|routine has become dull and unin- 
teresting. Neller should devote him- 
self to building up a character for 
his dummy and forget about Neller. 
The dummy should be the main 
point of interest in any such act. Act 
got sparse laughs. 

Mediocre novelty musical trio is 
that of Adrian Rollini. Work on bass 
fiddle. vibraphone and guitar. It’s a 
| novelty that wears off after the first 
number. Grace and Nikko stand out 
as the best turn on the bill for audi- 
ence results, rocking this mob with 


{their knockabout ballroom burlesque. 
Especially effective is their new 
routine in which the girl punches 
her partner around. Dorothy Hild 
line is on for two okay numbers. 

Business good at last show Friday 
| (23). Gold. 


EMBASSY, N. Y. 


(NEWSREELS) 


crack the 


Kids reels for all the 
honors this week. There are two 
clips featuring the moppets 
both top anything else Embassy edi- 


sad show for the flagship Pletes the bill. 





| 


| 
| 








and | 


tors have to offer. One is Metro’s | 
shots of the arrival of a shipload of | 
English evacuees. The other is 
Paramount's presentaiion of the 
Dionne quintuplets on their sixth 
birthday Comparatively long-ab- 
sent from __ the newsreels, the 


Dionnes are quite the young ladies 
and these shots catch them in full 
bloom. 

Arrival of the liitle Britishers is 
treated with real imagination and 
charm by the Metro lenses, quite a 
relief from the stilted stuff recently 
of similar arrivals. Shots will win 
even the most hard-boiled to a pol- 
icy of bringing over as many young- 
sters as possible. Metro has them 
interview each other on their opin- 
ions of America and what they saw 
before they left. Cockney accents 
in toothy and toothless moppets 
make appealing pictures. 

Favoritism by the Embassy edi- 
tors for Willkie is less evident this 
week than in the past few sessions, 


but still discernible. GOP nominee 
is lengthily pictured giving his ac- 
ceptance address and then very ob- 
viously playing for the farm vote 


by standing among tall corn stalks, 


| vaulting 2 fence into a barnyard 
and looking over some cattle On 
the other hand, Ickes’ speech in re- 
ply to Willkie is rather liberally 

, treated, too There are also brief 


shots of Rooseveit meeting Canadian 


Premier Mackenzie King. Republi- 
can stuff is all from Paramount 
while Pathe takes care of the New 
Deal 

In the national defense field, Par 
does a neat job on Ambassado? 
Bullitt’s speech of warning at 
Philadelphia last week, After a 
prolog stating that Americans can 
not afford ‘not t listen.” it records 
a great deal of the speect There 
are background shois of the various 
things he mentions such as the 
British fleet mament factories 
etc Parachute for planes (Fox) is 
also interestingly pictured. 

Meeting of the Ku Klux Klan at 
the Bund camp in New Jersey is 
covered bv Par. but censored by the 
Nazi In the war material Pal 
again leads with pix of iis camera- 
man taken in his own little fortress 
on the Dover cliffs during an air 
battle. Latter clips are marked 


principally by spectacular blazes as 


England’s barrage balloons are hit 
and downed. 
Best shots yet obtained by the 


newsreels of the Duke and Duchess 
of Windsor are provided by Par and 
Fox. particularly the latter, on the 
couple’s arrival in the Bahamas. 
Fox has excellent closeups of Ed- 
ward’s belle from Baltimore and 
they enhance her charm consider- 
ably. 

Sports are pretty 
week, including a ski meet on hay 
jand grass (Fox), tuna fishing in 
|! Nova Scotia (Universal) and a ro- 
deo at Sun Valley (U) as the best. 
Uninteresting shots of an explora- 
tion party atop Mt. Rainier cause 


ordinary this 


| lives up to the girly 
| the kids 


‘Information Please’ ‘No. 8, with 
actress Ruth Gordon as guest, com- 
Herb. 





MARCH OF TIME 
(‘Gateways te Panama’) 

With defense measures of every 
sort of prime interest to U.S. audi- 
ences today, March of Time's 
monthly 20-minute presentation 
treats significantly of approaches to 
the Panama Canal. It touches each 
of the Caribbean islands which 
guard the path to the gateway to 
the Pacific, in this manner finding 
it appropriate to include shots never 
before seen in this country of Devil's 
Island in French Guiana. 

Devil’s Island pix are given more 
footage in the reel than any other 
individual sequence. Actually move 
emphasis is placed on them than 
they deserve from a Panama de- 
fense standpoint, but they are so ex- 
cellent that M. of T.’s desire to use 
as much as possible of them is eas- 


ily understood. Pictures are used 
to illustrate M. of T.’s point that 
with thousands of men in French 


Guiana who are free of jail but con- 
fined to the island and thus hate 
France, this is the most ready-made 
fifth column in the western hemi- 
sphere. \ 

Aside from any lesson drawn from 
the Devil’s Island pix, however, they 
are interesting in revealing the ex- 
treme brutality prevalent there. 
Other islands touched by the M. of 
T. camera are the Bahamas, Ja- 
maica, Trinidad, Martinique, Cura- 
cao, Puerto Rico and Virgin. 

Film shows how the Canal, vital 


s| short-cut for movéng the Navy be- 


tween the Atlantic and Pacific, 
the key to all U.S. defense. To 
make its approaches impregnable, 
reel points out, the nation is now 
spending $53,000,000. and $300,000,000 


is 


more will have to be spent on aux- | 


iliary locks. 
Two-reeler is technically on a var 
with other such releases. Herb. 





Unit Review 








MIDNIGHT IN PARIS 


(STUART, LINCOLN, NEB.) 
Lincoln, Aug. 24. 
Four Robeys, Meyers and St. John, 
D’Aubour and Rene, Billy Wade, 
Mickey O'Day, Bob Lowry, Bill 
Stennett’s Orch, Kate and Dot Bar- 
nett, Joan Dell, Linda Lee, Armaine 
Rouse, Betty Lou Davis, Helen Mc- 
Clure, Sammy Potts, Margie Rice. 


‘Midnight in Paris’ is no Broadway 
$4.40 article, but it’s good enough to 


get 55c. in the hinterlands, and did 
it easily here. First stage show in 
this theatre for several years. but 


response, considering the warm 
weather, and earliness of the season, 
was very good. 

Bob Page and Linten DeWolfe. 


co-producers of ‘Midnight in Paris,’ 
ignore the fact that Hitler has been 
in Paree for some time, and for 
b.o. purposes, Paris is included in 
this title to enhance this girly musi- 


cal lure. It runs 55 minutes, has al] 
the legs (10 pairs of nifty ones 
necessary to keep the front seats 
filled and is generously humorous 

Weakest portion of the presenta- 
tion is the D’Aubour and Rene dance 
team They offer three number 
finally saving face by the ‘Beguine’ 
bit. 

However the trio consisting of 
Billy Wade's chatter and comedy 


the juggling of the Four Robeys and 
the amusing contortionist goings-on 
of Meyers and St. John embellish 
the unit’s entertainment possibilities 
to a point where the other short- 
comings are ignored, 

Wade, out of the biz for a couple 


of years, celebrates his return via 
this opus He’s a hillbilly Ray 
Bolger, nimble in the dances which 


are mostly eccentric terp. and he has 
a pleasant line of gab. He does two 
bits both with m« Bob Lowry 
straighting 

The Robeys a among 
field’s strongest Not 
specialize in juggling, ‘but. throw in 
little head and hand balancing to 
add interest It's a turn 
three men and one woman, the latter 
able to do the hardest trick: Prob- 
ably the best liked routine is the 
Meyers and St. John affair. Male 
portion of the act is a loose-geared 
guy who spreads himself amusingly 
over the stage. Girluis a wee thing. 
and she helps tie him up. 

The girls are used in three num- 


the novelty 
only do the. 


re 


a 


bers, a Frenchy strut to open. 
‘Strange Enchantment’ midway and 
a cocktail shaker finale. Helen 


McClure gives the mid-number an 
extra kick by some fairly warm 
gvrations under dark blue light. 
Mickey O’Day, singer, gives out with 
the dames and solo, too Okay. 

It’s unusual these days that a 
French unit comes to town without 
a nudity number, but ‘Midnight in 
Paris’ avoids it easily, and it’s ap- 
preciated rather than missed. Show 
ads, because 
young. lookers 


are all 


i} matched in height and weight and 


fancily costumed. Art. 


involving, 


Lalage is evidently not a new act. 
probably having plenty of circus and 
fair experience, but she brings to 
vaude a welcome novelty. She's 
something on the style of the late 
Lillian Leitzel, specializing in one- 


arm turnovers from a_ suspended 
loop. 
Like Miss Leitzel, Lalage is a 


blonde, tiny looker and making the 
| best of it via very revealing briefies 
‘and bra. A_ good-looking femme 
acrobat is unusual in itself; when the 
looks are coupled with ‘exceptional 
ability the answer is a surefire click. 

She does a little work on rings, but 
her specialty is evidently the one- 
arm swings. At the show caught she 
did 50 turnovers, not quite up to the 
number Miss Leitzel used to execute, 
but enough to win the audience 
| solidly. 

Opens the show here and can fit on 
any stage; also cafes, etc. She was 
first introduced to Broadway at the 


International Casino three seasons 
back. Scho. 
_KURTIS BROS, (2) 
Marionettes 
Yacht Club, Pittsburgh 

Crying need of this turn is for 


some material that’s in good taste. 
|The two boys who do the manipulat- 
ing are also clever imitators, giving 
pall of their puppets different voices, 
|ranging from Mae West and Ethel 
| Waters to one of those personality- 
| Plus | night club masters of cere- 
|monies. Kurtises use a little mike 
from their perch, and the effect is 
excellent. 

The whole thing is done in the 
|form of a cafe floor show, with an 
|m.c. doing the intros and bringing on 
|dancers, husky blues shouters and 
even a set of players for a sketch in 
the old vaudeville tradition. The 
conferencier gets off some blue ones, 
but that’s expected; the sepia thrush 
has some spicy lyrics, and that’s ex- 
pected, too; but the principal skit, 
which takes up most of the turn, is 
completely offensive, and no excuse 
for it. Scene is Pearly Gates, with 
La West being pulled by Satan on 
one hand and St. Peter on the other. 
Most of it is on the raw edge, but 
that tag line is unforgivable. 

Kurtis boys have a somewhat dif- 
ferent idea, and they obviously have 
the talent to make it salable—not, 
however, until they houseclean their 
dialog and substitute something that 
won't make the _ toughest-skinned 
ringsider blush. Cohen. 


SID TOMACK & REIS BROS. (2) 
Comedy 

17 Mins.; One 

State, N. Y. 

This trio was in Sally Rand’s unit 
in the Cocoanut Grove of the Park 
Central hotel, N. Y., for the fanner’s 
first week there. This is their first 
vaude date on Broadway since the 
souabble with Miss Rand over their 
contract, and they look better on a 
stage than they did on a nitery floor. 
In fact, they were virtually a 100% 
click the night caught, having to beg 


off 

Idea of the act is clever; in 
essence, three former m.c.s joining 
forces when the going gets tough for 
them singles. They’ve acquired 


yme special songs and gag materia] 
and deliver all of it. sfmoothly, timing 
well and getting the laughs in the 
right places. With but one exception, 
they'll fit in any variety house 

The one lapse is a repeat of the 
bad taste they showed at the Cocoa- 
nut Grove when parodying the title 


of ‘God Bless America.’ In stating 
Kate Smith should sing ‘God Bless 
the Bank of America’, the boys 
aren't very flattering to Irving 


Berlin's composition, Miss Smith er 
the spirit of the times. They're un- 


necessarily drawing criticism to 
themselves. 
They deuce here and ever very 


big, later also helping Betty Hutton, 
in next-to-close, to get off with a fair 
measure Of applause Scho 


WINTER SISTERS (3) 
Acro Dancing 
Nixen Cafe, Pittsburgh 


Three neat-looking blondes wh« 
look like whirling dervishes when 
they get started. Winter gals can fit 
anywhere, in theatres or night clubs, 


particularly the laiter, where their 
dizzy spins virtually work up a stiff 
breeze for the ringsiders. Threesome 
starts out in regulation hoofing fash- 
ion, Gishing out some nice tap terp- 
ing in their first appearance, mixing 
it up with a few twirls, but giving no 
indication of the tumbling agility 
that comes later in the show. 

Then femmes, who actually look as 
if they could be sisters. break loose 
and mop up the floor with some wild 
and woolly acrobatic stuff individu- 
ally and in formation. It‘s flashy, 
eye-filling and plenty tough-looking, 
too. For a finish, one of the gals 
goes into a two-and-a-half flip end- 
ing backward, which another sister 
precedes with an announcement savy- 
ing trick’s next to impossible, and it 
looks it. 

Winters work hard without giving 
the impression that they’re exerting 
themselves. Over big here 

Cohen. 
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Samoans in Hollywoodian Western 
Stage Weird Meller in South Seas 


— + 


By V. P. DOUW 
Pago, Pago, July 25 


aw of Antler City,’ a melodrama 
fin 10 acts and 27 scenes. Written and di- 
rected by Suiava A. Uta, and produced b» 
the Native Teachers of American Samos 


"Tha Cut 


Jha sutheor and director also played the 
leading part 

Ontlaw ee eee cpinneee ee 
Denny Walsh, 10 years Old....++--- bi 
Sak Pepper, 20 years old......--- .Meaole 
Jack Pepper, 25 years old....... Sulava 
Sack Murion, owner of 4-M Ranch..Tusiofo 
Jean Murton, 10 years Old....-ceeeee- Annie 
Jean Murton, 21 years old......- Mabel 
Bill Far Murton’s foreman.....+.- .Aifili 
7. 4 Colvimeccccccers eovcecocoeces DerRard 
Ely Padden.ccoccccessccece babdeeed see 
Blackie ..... jab dderensadset tse hers Faguiele 
Jim Ashley, owner of Bar A Ranch,..Satofl 
Nelda Ashley, his wife........-. ...-Fereida 
Boots Ashley, his daughter.....-.--- Eiseese 
Kiiiy Weeks, waitressS.......erer+- Irene 
Marmaret Hope... cccesccccccccees Opie 
Palouse Kid, Murton’s Body Guard Mani 
Bartender .nccccccccccccceevcssecess Molau 
Cavanagh, a Rancher...-.ccccscccsees Nepo 
Bob Stott, a2 Ramcher..ecccececseerers Lw i 
Doctor Friteh....ccccecce eccececcoeee:: La 
Shen TUnterinann......--. eccccecoces s AlUsA 
Hugh Grant, a Rancher....eeeeeee: . Pitoau | 
Furst NeBra..ccccccscccscccccecess Tafatafa 
Hen Dageett, Fast Drawer of 4-M .Tauelia 
Mary Paker, waitress....... nae Pulotu 
Fie l Weeks, Kitty's brothe: ; .. ssi 
Cowpunehbers ... .Manu and Sianava 
Pets Bonner, 4-M Cowpunchr h ‘ 
Rod Puffer. 4-M Cowpuncher... fo 
Steed, o hand, 4-M Cowpunche: Slona 
Paul B A Cowpuncher.. coco k BAMA 
Ren Koox. Bar A Cowpunche: ‘ siunava 


The strawhat crowd at Pago wit- 
nessed. just around the corner from 
the Sadie Thompson Inn, the pte- 
miere of a drama that was a new ex- 
perience. Take a group of Samoans, 
goodlooking in their own way, dress 
them up like cowboys and girls. give 
them some toughie lines a la Holly- | 
wood westerns, with a South Sea ac- | 
cent. and if you come out with any- 
thing you’ve ever seen before, give 
me a call tomorrow. At that, the 
audience seemed to enjoy ‘The Out- 
law of Antler City.’ | 

A svelte Samoan teacher by the 
name of Suiava A. Utu spent enough 
time around the Navy film pavilion | 
to get the idea of the western, and to 
pick up enough slang to make one of | 
his own. The result was as good and 
a3 dull as the average. The touch 
that lifted it out of the flop class was 
yurely Polynesian. Suiava and his 
oe of teachers put on the show 
themselves, untouched by pulagi 
hands, with the single exception of 
the local Navy chaplain, who, as 
Director of Education in American 
Samoa. was able to cut the original 
26 scenes to 27, thereby reducing the 
running time from three hours 37 
minutes to two and 26, without any 
damage. 

Suiava directed and played the 
lead in his own play. He appeared | 
as Denny Walsh, alias Jack Pepper. 
out to revenge his father’s death al 
the hands of a blackguard named 
Murton. This he does with interest, 
finally killing Murton, and marrying 
Murton’s daughter into the bargain. 

The Samoan teachers had almosi 
as grand a time as the audience. Be- 
ing a gentle people until properly 
irked, they had their worst time with 
the toughie lines. Add to this the not- 
too-familiar English language, and 
you will have the reason for the 
numerous prompters and promptings 
that were necessary. High spot of | 
the evening came when Jack Pepper 
was being told, with gruesome de- 
tails, of his father’s demise, and was 
being urged to get revenge. Then 
came a long pause when director- 
leading man groped. After a sport- 
ing length of time the prompter did 
his stuff, and Jack came down with 
the line. It was: ‘Jesus!’ 

The many scenes required to keep 
pace with the rapidly moving story 








| ally that he is outgrowing the char- 


acter 

In this piece Stone doesn’t get in 
and out of enough scrapes to satisfy 
his fans, and there are not enough 
smart lines nor sufficient comedy to 
lift ‘Son’ off the medium plane. The 
tempo remains the same throughout; 
there is little light and shading, and 
practically no belly laughs. Climax 
of the plot is an auto accident, and 
this occurs offstage, out of sight and 
hearing, 

There seems to be a good basis 
for a better family play here, and 
with rewriting and some recasting 
it would stand a better chance. 
Jessie Royce Landis clicks as Stone’s 
gay. chummy mother, Kate Warriner 
is very okay in the minor role of 
his aunt, and Charita Bauer is ex- 
cellent as the adolescent girl friend 
who connives with Stone to 
straighten out the _ helter-skelter 
elders. Dorothy Raymond is often 
convincing as the domestic neigh- 
bor who interests Stone’s father. 
Neither Judson Laire, as the father, 
nor Rex Williams. the artist friend 
of the mother, fully satisfies 

The duplex apartment set is 
designed and executed 


well 


As the Twig Is Bent 


Oconomowoc, Wis., Aug. 11. 
Historical drama in three acts, seven 
scenes, by Lillian Beyon Thomas; directed 


bv Pearl Roos; settings, Russel Lotterthos, 
at Coach Heuse Summer theatre, Ocono- 
mowoc, Wis., Aug. 5-10. 

Abe Lincoln. awe 10.......... Frank Pacelli 
Sarah Lincoln... cesececses Lorraine Fortune | 
Dennis HankS..cccscccccccesss Byron Keath | 
Tom Lincolm......ceceeeees Frank Behrens 
Water Witch......... becscece Fred Merritt 
William Wood.......cccccecees Harry Olson 
| Mrs. Sally Lincoln..... Judith Alden 
Matilda Johnston, age 9........48 Jane Allen 


Dick Armstrong 
...Helen Roberts 
Martel 


John Johnston, age 11.... 
Sarah Johnston, age 12. 
Abe Lincoln, ave 14 to 1%.. William 


Josiah Crawford............-Lorenzo Smith 
Kate Roby ikaw he whee ee Ruth MeCulley 
Mary Waliace.........-.....Nina Kloveden 
Sam Jones re ree Paul Bowers 
John Johnston, age 21l...... Fred Merritt 
William Grigsbs Kenneth Jones 
William Whitten James Pynn 


Still another play on Lincoln. This 
one concerns itself with that part of 
Lineoln’s life spent in Indiana and 
takes young Abe from age 10 to 20, 
when he moved to Illinois. 

It is a serious play throughout, and 
constantlv suggests the future great- 
ness of Lincoln. It details the con- 
tinual struggle between Lincoln’s 
desire for the ‘better things’ and the 
insistence of his father and his near- 
est friend that he stay close to the 
earth. This is reiterated to the point 
of dullness. 

‘Twig’ traces the young Lincoln 
threugh his first infatuation with a 
young girl who isn’t worthy of his 
love and who recoils from him be- 
cause he swears and uses language 
that shocks fer. 

Lincoln is treated with great care 
and reverence throughout, but fails 
to come to life. The play covers his 
actions, hepes and fears in great-de- 
tail, but doesn’t progress except for 
the calendar. 

Large cast does a good job, with 
Judith Alden outstanding as Mrs. 
Sally Lincoln. Frank Behrens, as 
Tom Lincoln, and William Martel, 
as the 19-year-old Abe Lincoln, are 
also particularly good. 


Pearl Reos handled the large cast 
and the many scenes excellently, 
with her neat direction Overcoming 


many otherwise talky portions 

As a play it is hardly commercial, 
especially in view of the recent 
trend toward Lincoln plays of late. 


G old 


Many Happy Returns 
Spring Lake, N. J., Aug. 21 


in three acts Clive scenes) by S. K 


(omedy 


demanded simplicity of setting. The 
Scenery was mostly suggestive but 
effective A broadfruit tree in a 
Standard Oil Co. five-gallon can 
made a ranch that could arouse | 
many a Californian’s jealousy. The 
bar in the Slickhorn saloon was a 
muslin-covered framework, large 


enough to house two prompters com- 
fortably. This bar, located in the 
middle of the stage, would have been 
au ideal contraption for concealing 


prompters had they not needed flash- 
lights to follow the script 
Cambrige. Mass., Aug. 26 
»medv-drama in three acts by Abby M¢ 
hant: presented by the Cambridge Summe 
Pheatre i Bernard Hayman at Bra 
Ha ambridge, Mass.: staged by I 
Ston Lester Polak« ng 
w. 26. 40 
Doereas Winslow =i Tessie Royee Landis 
Caroline Winslow. ..¢cccsece. Kate Warrine: 
Te errr ere errr ere Maria Coxe 
poenua Winslow, driececesiccces Kizra Stone 
Keith Evans........ eee Stephen Courtleigh 
POQRAIMONG PANS .ocicccecsecs Charita Bauer 
Bill Hollinger...... ever ereerr Rex Williame | 
Muriel. Payne......ee6.--Dorothy Raymond 
Joshua Winslow c0¢cercecsneB nen Laire 


RR oe ee Ralph Morehouse 

Taking the diverce problem and 
viewing it through the eyes of an 
adolescent is one way of twisting a 
standard plot, but not enough to 
make ‘Your Loving Son’ more than 
a mildly satisfying comedy-drama. 
Ezra Stone. starred in the tryout. 
which he also staged, makes a lot 
of his character of the smart adoles- 
cent who, by his adult adroitness, 
makes his parents’ behavior seem 
adolescent by comparison. But one 
who has seen him work in the high 
school stuff is apt to feel occasion- 





auren stars Lucile Watson staged by 
Rex ©)’ Malle, settings Watson Barratt: 
presented b Watson Barratt and Victor 
Payne-Jennings. at Community playhouse 
Spring Lake, N. J., Aug. 21-24, '40; $1.65 
Martha i ia Acnes Gilde 
Hattie Mullin eee ° L.ucil Watson 
K = Mullins...cscee } Dobson 
Mullin . ‘ R t Craven 
Vic Pomeroy Shirl Collier 
Mluine Lyman Vi vy Newnham Dav 
Noet Mullins -Hal Conklin 
Murgaret Mullins Mary MeCormae) 
Byron Mullir : larnest Woodward 
Cira Mullins Jessie Glendenning 
1) H ard J.yman Donald Arbur 
Ton Atwate ‘ Johr Bond Roger 
Don F nan ( hes 
I] FOV... sccccsccccecs Ji 2 | ne 


Rolfe Pre see rom Bate 
‘Many Happy Returns’ is the first 
legit try in several years for S. K. 


Lauren, who in the interim has been | 


a Hollywood scenarist. 
brings Lucile Watson back to the 
stage after a tussle with celluloid 
thesping. An unpretentious family 
comedy. ‘Returns’ contains some 


Play also 


competent writing, but in its present | 
State is too slim for more than ami- |} 
|able strawhat audiences. 


cious revision and proper production 
it might be a moderate Broadway 


} prospect, but it appears to lack in- 


herent punch ever to become a solid 
hit. 

Opus deals with a grandma play- 
wright who finally gets a bawdy 
comedy script produced and thereby 
shakes her numerous progeny out of 


‘the doidrums of humdrum respecta- 


With judi- | 


bility. It’s a miJd twist on the famil- 
iar worm-that-turns formula, but 
suffers from a number of funda- 
mental weaknesses. Central charac- 
|ter of the grandma lacks sufficient 
‘character transition, her various off- 
spring are uniformly dull, there’s 
| little conflict, no particularly ludic- 
| rous situations and only medium sus- 
| pense. 

| Several of these flaws might be 
|} corrected without undue reconstruc- 
|tion, Others would doubtless disap- 
|pear with adequate production and 
|performance. Although she is a 
skillful actress with a vibrant stage 
personality and undeniable author- 
ity, Miss Watson creates an unfor- 
ltunate effect in the all-important 
lpart of the grandma. Instead of 
playing the early scenes with the 
necessary hesitancy and softness, she 
is incisive and definite, thereby leav- 
ing her no scope for subsequent de- 
velopment of the character. Even 
so, the only genuinely animated mo- 
ments of the play are the occasional 
| scenes she takes from the others and, 
by sheer drive and personal mag- 
inetism, brings the stage to life. 





| With several modest exceptions, 
| the supporting cast is dire. Jean 


Casto plays a trollop film and stage 
|actress with a rush of gusty convic- 
}tion. Phyllis Dobson has attractive 
|freshness and spontaneity as the old 
gal's favorite grandchild who tells off 
lher pompous fiance in favor of a 
|dubiously-desirable producer. And 
|/Tom Bate neatly pins down a bit in 
ithe third acti There’s no point in 
singling out the others. 








| Considering the difficulties that ob- | 


| viously hampered him, Rex O’Malley 

has worked out the direction com- 
petently, although the ragged per- 
formance shrieks of insufficient re- 
hearsal. Watson Barratt’s settings are 
unusually decorative and efficient for 
a summer theatre production. Open- 
ing night drew a near-capacity audi- 
ence of dressy Spring Lake resorters, 
and the customary delegation of 
Broadway managers, agents, scribes 
Hobe. 


|; and merely Curious. 


SUMMER HEAT 


Aug. 8. 

scenes by 
Chicago Ra- 
Coach House 





Oconomowoc, Wis., 
Comedy in four 
| Everett Glass Produced by 
| dia-Theatre, Ine., for the 
| theatre. Directed by Arthur Peterson, Jr. 
dettings by Kobert Graham. At Coach 
House theatre, Uconomuwovc, Wis., July 2Y- 
{Aug. 3, '’40 





three acls, 


——m 


Inside Stuff—Legit 





plays. 
gagement at the Empire theatre, bot 
Walker became understudy. Nellie 


band and co-star, Howard Lindsay, 
week and next 


Helen Hayes. 
Shuberts, who control all regular 
United Booking Office, are attemptin 


the marquee to bill shows current at 


days. 


jumped into the part on the two occasions. 


June Walker, who understudies Dorothy Stickney in ‘Life With Father’ 
has yet to be called to step into the role of ‘Mother,’ which Miss Stickney 
Latter has been out of the show only twice in its nine-month en- 


h times early in the run, before Miss 
Burt, who plays one of the maids, 
Miss Stickney and her hus. 
are out of the show for a rest this 


Miss Walker leaves in a few weeks to take a part in the 
forthcoming Gilbert Miller-Theatre Guild revival of ‘Twelfth Night,’ with 


legit houses in Boston through the 
g to charge rental for letters used on 
the theatres. Practice is said to have 


been used occasionally some years ago, but is virtually unheard of nowa- 
Some managements are refusing to pay the charge, but others are 
understood not forcing a showdown on the matter. 














of a youthful composer-genius or 
chronicle the modern world’s prob- 
lems. Whether he meant it to be 
this way or not, author has turned 
out a ‘Golden Boy’ theme in Reverse 
English—this time it’s a music-writ- 
ing prodigy who wants to be a bar- 
tender, and eventually becomes one. 

Story concerns Steve Gorgon, 
whose mother realizes that her tav- 
ern-owner husband, Mt¥e, has wear- 
ied of her in favor of a flashy tart. 
Hattie, who has an eye on Mike's 








Mrs. Whittlesey Dorothy Graham 
Professor Whittlesey .. Villard Waterman 
Beth Whittlese Norma Jean Ross 
Frank... Kiddie Armstrong 
John Parke Paul Bowers | 
Zella Montgomery Kesnolds Lindau Barrett 
Dave Reynolds , Duke Watson 
Maid Mary MecEniry 


Sparkling and sexy comedy verg- | : 
period, but gave 


ing on the bedroom farce, this show 


has genuine possibilities as a sS.a. 
star vehicle It is suitable for a 
| Mae West, Tallulah Bankhead, 


Gladys George. Gertrude Lawrence 
could play it and make it roar. 

It is the story of what happens to 
the home and life of a quiet married 
professor when an actress friend of 


the family comes a-visiting. The 
plot is pretty thin and _ obvious 
throughout. but the dialog has an 


|air of brilliance and smartness that 
overcomes the papier-mache plot. 
Show needs fixing here and there. 
The second act is over written by 
far and some of the action in the 


third act lacks proper motivation. 
But these are minor repairs that 
should be accomplished with little 


difficulty. The general structure of 


a solid comedy is there and it needs 
only a name performer and a little 
revising to make it a bright possi- 


bility. 

Actress is a likeable part, even as 
a home-breake1 What the actress 
does is to shake up the household to 


an awareness of life. This puts the 
audience much on her side. There 
is also some i%.olvement between 


the professor’s wife and their daugh- 
| ter’s fiance, but this is also straight- 
;ened out by the actress, who has 
come to rest from the rigors of her 
| latest divorce 

| Cast is uniformly good and Peter- 
son has turned out an excellent job 
of direction on a play that is es- 
sentially talk. Linda Barrett comes 
up with a solid interpretation of the 
actress, giving it the flavor of a 
mixture of Gertrude Lawrence and 
Lynn Fontanne. Duke Watson does 
a good job of her ex-husband. 
Norma Jean Ross is 


distinctive as 


the daughte1 Willard Waterman, 
though young. overcame this handi- 





bankroll. The mother leaves Mike 
and takes 17-year-old Steve, who 
shows early promise as a composer, 
with her. Five years later the lad 


is famous but has been shielded from | 


the world by his mother. He returns 
home to find his father married to 
Hattie, who is fed up on the old man 
after spending all his dough. Hat- 
tie’s trick of two-timing Mike even- 
tually leads to his suicide and the 
boy’s returning to his mother and his 
music. 

Dialog is profane, too much so in 
spots, but also holds some _ well- 
written lines on the confusion that 
faces the boy while groping for an 
emotional foothold. Major job: of 
doctoring lies in clarifying the nu- 
merous tangents author has worked 
into the often-complicated plot. 

Productionally, the play is a tough 
one to uncork in a strawhat. An or- 
ganlog background plays an impor- 
tant part in the play’s progress. It 
just didn’t register at 
leaving certain intended highlights 
hanging in midair. Two realistic sets 
are used, one a tavern, the other a 
living room behind the bar 
is creditable in view of intricate un- 


| folding. 


| brushing-up. 


| pretation of 
| best moments as 
j}early in the play. 


Cast was more or less unprepared 
at opening, due to brief rehearsal 
indication of cap- 
able performances with additional 
Central character of 
Steve is handled by Roscoe Karns, 
Jr.. who gives an intelligent ~inter- 
the role. Adele Nef!’s 
the mother come 
Ann Garrett reg- 


j}isters as Hattie and Kevin O’Shea 
gets across as Gus, the dumb bar- 
| keep who falls for her Bone. 





Out-of-Town Play 











BANGTAILS 


Atlantic City, Aug. 26 


Comedy in th 4 S (thre Beenes) by 
Henry Misro and Sol Rose Stuged by» 
Fidga Mac > 1. Watson } 

' pre I } ’ Ass ites o - 
ing at Garden FP eutre, Atlantic City, 

Aug. 2 i) 

Mel Tohn Call 
Giladvs,..... ocspeveéue Ann Thomas 
| Jimmy Tee ee eT eT? ee Tommy Gavin 
Timothy J ytd Ree ..Hugh O'Connell 
tO ie 2 a na lack Leslie 
Frenchy eseeeenestes Samimy White 
Dinty Mc Bride............ .»- bred Ardath 
Mike Connors.....cccce ereee-- Lloyd Goug 
Stone -» William Foran 


Doris Tuttl . asesee Kimily Ross 
Louise Tuttle TrrTTrT Ts fg 


jorie Tord 

Tom Crosk oveevs ceesoees Lyle Rettiger 
Mee. BAO WMIOCIO. ic cccccccuues Perey Helton 
Callahan, Edwin Walter 
SW ng Kobe Cube adaoscak conan James Fuller 
i Mr. Crosley .». James Seeley 
| Mrs. Crosley. .»»Mary Young |} 
| Joe Rinaldi Joseph V. DeSantis | 
Chick Jordan ne Wikis tio Jack Lambert 
i ee ee beueees .-- Elen Andrews 


and |} 


|} smooth 
|} vinecing description of 


Goldie Marian Weeks 


Phyllis eet Sylvia Fenton 
Sergeant Mulligan Robert J. Mulligan 
Officer Johnson Robert Bret n | 


‘Bangtails.’ 


newly 


first produttion of the 
formed Boyar Associates, is a 


witty racetrack comedy and: drew 
much laughter over long stretches 
On opening night first act dragged 


ome, second picked up and last was 
and fast, except for uncon- 
race at end 


|Show ran two and half hours, about | 


cap to play the professor. Gold. 
They That Love Best 
Stony Creek. Conn... Aug. 19 
Drama in three cis ¢ seer i> bw Jack 
I Levin; staged by tonald 4 Htlammond 
settings, Frans Y. Joannes; presented by 
Stony Creek Players at Stony ¢ reek, Conn., 
Aug. 19-24, 40 
Mom Gorgon .Adele Neff 
Or 4. 6£6.44946000 6600 000% Kuscoe Karns, Jr, 
lis Prerpeeriirr rey ree William Dorbin 
| GUUS. . cece escccccccvccccces -Kevin O'Shea 
EREMRLIOs 600066006 anneegsoes --Ann Garreit 
| Joey bodeceveseseser Bob Fleischman 
OSes os eceoeesCarl Goodman 
SONG Cs akkesdbebae’s Martin Chiapetta 
[cis etivetedens ; -Albert Vees 
on PEE -Renaid VT. Hammond | 
Pat. i TEV TC eT eCT T tol) Eisenbrey | 
Tavern Negro....... weeeee+- Bill Williams 
ws 6 8s 2-0 : eeceesese--.. CPorge Graves 
Moi... Cees erececeeosscces Dino Searcia 
Radio Announcer sesewes Alfred Smith 
PE aba ab obascsuseendsanes -Alf Segal 


This ts a first playwrighting at- 
| tempt by Jack L. Levin and, like so 
|many other budding authors. he tries 
ito cover too much territory. Can't 


}seem to make up his mind whether 


he wants to write a characterization 





40 minutes too long. 

Hugh O’Connell is excellent as the | 
meek candy-store man who inherits | 
uncle’s race-touting bureau. Hilari- | 
ous complications develop before he | 
is saved from jail when every horse | 
in the fifth at Belmont finishes in a} 
dead heat. There are also many | 
laughs when daughter's crooner- | 
fiance brings his family to the Tuttle 
(O’Connell) home, while racetrack | 
riffraff also gather there, | 

Co-author Sol Rosen, himself a 
well-known handicapper, did a good 
job in picturing traits of racing bugs. 
Scene of Tuttle and fellow 
picking winner from 
rip-roariously funny. 

Sammy White, as Frenchy, the’ 
Tout, and Lloyd Gough, as Mike, the | 
Alcoholic, give outstanding perform- | 
ances. Mary Young is acceptable as | 
Mrs. Crosley and James Seeley con- 


touts 
dopesheet is 


the preem, | 


taging | 


—$<——— 


Acrobatic Check 
Plague Armitage 
At Suffern Barn 


Walter Armitage, who 
| broiled With Equity this summer 
|} over operation of the County theatre. 
Suffern, N. Y., continues to be the 
center of various financial tangles, 
Besides legal claims against his man- 
agerial corporation and himself per- 
sonally, a number of individuals are 
seeking | payment on _ bounceable 
checks issued by him, 

Among those whose Salary checks 
| were returned for lack of funds are 
| Jean Muir and Philip Reed, actors, 
and Joseph Heidt, press agent. 
who received two of the bouncing 
| checks, was also unpaid for an ad- 
| ditional two weeks’ work and is 
| personally liable for material and 
| office equipment he was instructed 








was em- 





to order and for which he signed. 
Another victim of the monetary 
fiasco is Asadata Dafora, who was 


|given a worthless salary check for 
|himself and his troupe of 14 native 
| dancers. 

County Theatre, Inc. Armitage’s 
| Managerial company, is reported to 
owe upwards of $20,000 to various 
firms and individuals in and around 
;Suffern and others in New York 


|for construction work, equipment, 
scenery, costumes, food, wages. ete. 
iIn addition, Bowlder Farms Thea- 
|tre, Ine., corporate setup for the 
group of residents of Suffern and 
| vicinity which bought the theatre 
from its former owner, Robert Cut- 
ler, and let it to Armitage, is un- 
derstood to be in the sink for an- 


other $35,000. Five stockholders, all 
reportedly wealthy, are expected to 


pay off the Bowlder corporation's 
debts, although it may take them 
ja little time to dig up such an 
amount in cash 

Among the squawks when the 


strawhat folded several weeks ago 
were those of subscribers who had 
purchased season tickets and ap- 
prentices who had paid in advance 


mnsiruce- 


dramatic 
Theatre operated 


for a full-season’s 
tion and training. 


at a loss from the start and folded 
‘after only five weeks’ operation. In 
addition, a night club and restau- 
rant both ran deeply into the red. 
Among the personal purchases 
Armitage made during the season 


was a new station wagon, reported 
to be worth nearly $2,000 and which 
he bought on installment 


Kenneth Walton, an organist af 
. + | ° 
the N. Y. World’s Fair, is unaer- 


stood to be trying to obtain the 
rights to a drama-with-music, ‘River 


Gambler,’ for which he composed 
the score. Script was written by 
Armitage and was to have concl ided 
the season as the prestige produc- 
tion of the schedule. Warner Bros. 
is said to be interested in buying 
it, but Walton has been advised that 
since Armitage’s contribution 10 the 
joint work was of a creative na- 
ture, he cannot legally obdtan sole 


rights. 

‘Johnny-Belinda’ 41,G, A.C. _ 
Atlantic Gity, Aug. 27 

Harry Wagstaff Gribble’s produc- 
tion of ‘Johnny-Belinda’ grossed $4,- 
500 during six-day tryout at Garden 
Pier theatre ended Saturday (24). 
Play by Elmer Harris is skedded for 
two weeks of rehearsing and cast re- 
vision in N. Y. before it goes to Bos- 
ton Sept. 9 for further tryout. Pres- 
ent plans eall for opening in N '- 


RD?) 


(Continued on page 9 





vinces as her husband. Marjorie 
Lord is pert and pretty, but talks too 
fast. Other players are good enough. 
Settings by Watson Barratt are ©*- 
cellent. Carter. 
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Theatre Guild's Roa 


d Schedule Most 


Promising in Its History; Adds 4 Cities 





Theatre Guild’s road schedule for 
the coming season is the most prom- 
jsing in the organization’s 21-year 
history. Besides having its strongest 
lineup of touring shows to date, the | 
Guild has added four road cities to 


Sell Old Opera House 


Hornell, N. Y., Aug. 27. 
Old Shattuck Opera House, for 
years an important upstate legit stop 
visited by most of the oldtime stars, 





has been sold for $41,283 as a site 


its subscription list, bringing the to- Sen & thee Sieuee bend been ehened 


tal to 10. New towns are Detroit, 
Cincinnati, Columbus and Buffalo. 
Detroit will get full-week bookings, 
while Cincinnati and Columbus will 
probably divide a single week be- 
tween them and Buffalo will get a 
gplit-week. Cities already on the list 
pre Chicago, Philadelphia, Boston, 
Washington, Pittsburgh and (added 
last season) Baltimore. 

Shows to tour for the Guild will 
include ‘There Shail Be No Night,’ 
‘The Philadelphia Story,’ ‘The Fifth ! 
Column,’ ‘Twelfth Night,’ “The Time | 
of Your Life’ and ‘Ladies in Retire- | 
ment.’ One other snow will be se- | 
lected later to fill out the Guild- | 
American Theatre Society list. Only 
new production of the above will be | 
‘Twelfth Night,’ with Helen Hayes, 
which will be produced in associa- 


tion with Gilbert Miller and brought | , 
to New York after a preliminary | Between $80,000 and $90,000 has 


road tour opening early in October, been earmarked by execs of the St. 
probably in Philadelphia or Boston. | Louis Pension and Charities Assn., 
Some Dates Set \Inc., headed by Mayor Bernard F. 

‘Night,’ Robert E. Sherwood’s play | Fickmann, for the ‘St. Louis Caval- 


to 1955 to prevent use by competi- 
tors. 

Sale was made for the Harriett 
Shattuck Coughlin estate by Senator 
Edward J. Coughlin and the Steu- 
ben Trust Co., administrators, 


806 Earmarked 


By St. L. Charity 
Group for Epoch 











St. Louis, Aug. 27. 


| 





with the Lunts, resumes at the Al- | Cade,’ to be produced by the William 
vin, N. Y., Sept. 9, and will play 
there for about eight weeks before 
touring. ‘Story,’ with Katharine Hep- 
burn back in the lead, will open its 
road tour with a return date in Phil- 
adelphia beginning Sept. 30. ‘Col- 
umn’ also starts its tour about Sept. 
30, while ‘Time of Your Life’ plays 
a return engagement in New York 
before going on the road. ‘Ladies in 
Retirement,’ currently playing on the 
Coast with Flora Robson, comes 
east and opens the Guild's season in 
Chicago Sept. 30, then proceeds east. 

In addition to 


season include ‘Marie-Adelaide,’ by 
Bertram Bloch and Isabel Leighton; 
‘Turn Again Home,’ by Morley Cal- 
laghan; ‘Battle of Angels,’ by Ten- 
nessee Williams; ‘First Stop Heaven,’ 
by Norman Rosien, and ‘Limbo,’ by 
Edith Garber and Toby Sagalyn. 
Organization owes its subscribers an 
extra show from last season’s 
changed list, 
production will be added to make up 


the needed seven or an arrange- 
ment made for the subscribers to be 


credited for the isn’t 


decided. 


‘SKYLARK’ TO OPEN 


missing show 


L’VILLE LEGIT SEASON 
Louisville, Aug. 27. 
Memorial Auditorium season 


opens Nov. 13 with Samson Raphael- 


sons ‘Skylark,’ starring Gertrude 
Lawrence. Ki: ~—e Hepburn is 
booked for Nov 3-19 in ‘Philadel- 
phia Story.’ 

Others to follow are: the Lunts 
in ‘There Shall Be No Night,’ Dec- 


3; Florence Reed in ‘Shanghai Ges- 


ture,’ Dec. 31: ‘Pins and Needles,’ 
Jan. 6: ‘Man Who Came to Dinner,’ 
Jan. 15, and ‘Separate Rooms’ with 


Alan Dinehart, Glenda Farrell and 
Lyle Talbot, Jan. 20. 
Tallulah Bankhead is scheduled to 


bring her ‘Little Foxes’ to town Feb. 
18, and John Barrymore is set to 
wind up the season on May 5 with 
“My Dear Children.’ Other dates 


may be 
available 


added as plays become 


‘Hats’ Gets Rewrite 


ethewnid Aug. 27. 
Joseph#®K. Watson has joined Al 
Jolson for a rewrite job on Jolson’s 
legiter, ‘Hold On to Your Hats,’ 


now 
in Philly. 

Watson, summoned by ~ phone, 
Planed to Chicago last weekend, 
moving east with the troupe. He 


will remain with Jolson until after 
Hats’ opens in New York. 


STRAWHAT ENCORE 
Stiano Braggiotti and Nicholas Joy, 
both of whom played in ‘Madame X’ 
last week at the Casino theatre, 
Newport, R. I., last week, 
there this week in ‘The Marquise 





‘Twelfth Night,’ the | 
Guild possibilities for Broadway this | 


short- | 
but whether an extra | 


return | 


Morris Agency in the _ $7,000,000 
municipal auditorium Sept. 16-29. 
Profits of the undertaking will be 
|turned over to the pension fund | 
city firemen and also used for under- | 
privileged kiddies. 

Lou Wolfson, who will produce for | 
the Morris outfit, states that the en- 
terprise embodies a new entertain- | 
}ment idea for auditoriums and al- | 
ready managers of municipally | 
owned buildings in Cleveland and 
|other midwestern cities are making 
inquiries about the show with the 
idea of presenting similar ones in 
their locales. The ‘St. Louis Caval- 
cade’ will be a combo circus-rodeo- 





dramatic theme, a carny effect and 
radio technique used for controlling 
ithe entire show, 
Use Convention Hall 

The convention hall in the audi- 
torium, with its seating capacity up- 
ped to 9,000 by the installation of 
|seats on the stage, will be used and 


'for continuous action except for a 


hour show. Some of the acts already 
booked include Tom Mix, John A. 
Guthrie, Oklahoma rodeo producer; 
Walter Cassel, warbler, who clicked 
in ‘East Wind’ at the local Municipal 
| Theatre, Forest Park, and at the 


Chase Club here several weeks ago; 
the Christiani troupe, the Hustrei 
Family, The Great Lalage, Five 
Fearless Flyers, Roscoe Armstrong 
and Co., a line of 24 from the St 
Louis Municipal opera chorus and 
many clowns. Approximately 400 
persons will participate. 

Historical events of St. Louis to 
be presented include the 1904 


World’s Fair, the great fire of 1849, 
an Indian attack on Fort St. Louis in 
1870, St. Louis under three flags, the 
famed pony express rider, the annual 
cowboy roundup, Mississippi river 
Showboat, Jesse James’ gang, the in- 
auguration of railroads in Missouri, 


the Jefferson National Expansion 
Memorial projects. 

Wolfson is being assisted by Lem 
Ward. New York, director; Lionel 
Newman. Los Angeles, musical direc- 
tor: Marc Daniels. New York, stage 
manager, and Monroe Hackett, New 
York. electrical supervisor. ‘Caval- 
cade’ replaces the annual horse show 


which the firemen sponsored. Two 
performances will be held daily and 
the house will be scaled from 50c to 
$2. 


PHILLY ADVANCE BIG 
FOR JOLSON SHOW 


Philadelphia, Aug. 27. 
and “rainy weather has en- 
| livened the advance sale for Al 
| Jolson’s ‘Hold Onto Your Hats,’ 
i whieh opens tonight (Tuesday) at 
the Forrest. Jolson and Martha 
| oars arrived in the city yesterday 
| (Monday) and the dailies all gave 
them a break. 

Next skedded opening is ‘Pins and 
Needles,’ which comes into the 
| Locust on Sept. 9 for two weeks. 


Cold 





| 


since 1930, Warners having a lease | 


Strawhat Tryouts 


(THIS WEEK) 
(Opened Monday (26), unless other- 
wise noted) 

‘Your Loving Son,’ by Abby Mer- 
chant, at Brattle hall, Cambridge, 
Mass. 

‘Ardent Is the Word,’ 





by Ruth 


Welty and Gene Renouf, at Ska- | 


neateles, N. Y.) Summer theatre. 

‘Secret Weapons,’ by Bayard Veil- 
ler, at Hershey, (Pa.) Community 
theatre (opened last night—Tues- 
day); at Eagles Mere (Pr.) play- 
house (tonight — Wednesday — 
through Saturday—31). 


‘Sweeney in the Trees,’ by Wil- 


| liam Saroyan, at Cape theatre, Cape 





| 


| 





musical revue with an historical and | 


May, N. J. last night— 
Tuesday). 

‘Out of the Frying Pan,’ by Fran- 
cis Swann, at Hilltop theatre, Elli- 


cott City, Md. (opened last night— 


(opened 


| Tuesday—and _ _ continues ryan: 
Sept. 7). 
‘Fledgling,’ by Eleanor Carroll 


Chilton and Philip Lewis, from for- 
mer’s novel, at Rye Beach, N. H. 
(opened last night—Tuesday). 





(NEXT WEEK) 
(Open Sept. 2, unless 
noted) 


‘The Hero of the World,’ by Wil- 
liam Saroyan, at Millpond playhouse 
(non-Equity), Roslyn, L, I. 

‘Something About a Soldier,’ by 
William Saroyan, at Bucks County 
playhouse, New Hope, Pa. 

‘In My Opinon,’ 
phaelson, at Berkshire playhouse, 
Stockbridge, Mass. 

‘A Policeman’s Lot,’ by Philip 
Goodman and Mrs. Lilly C. Good- 
man, at Ivoryton (Conn.) playhouse. 

‘The People Rest,’ by Stuart War- 
rington and Robert Meskill, at Par- 
rish Memorial hall, Southampton, 
L. I. (opens Sept. 4). 


CLEVE TO BOW 
IN MEDICO'S 
COMEDY 


otherwise | 





Cleveland, Aug. 27. 
Bill Blair’s Hanna, the town’s one 


| legit house, is teeing off Sept. 5 with 


‘Zone of Quiet,’ a new comedy of | 


| hospital life by Leon H. Dembo. 


| knows his hospitals, 


the sked laid out by Wolfson calls | 


|for film purposes, 


Author is new to the stage, but 
being one of 
Cleveland’s more prominent medicos. 


Local influential doctors 


| fri ‘ ankrolli r 
short intermission during the two- | friends are bankrolling the tryout | 


and dickering with New York pro- 
ducers. Cast is chiefiy composed of 
home-town talent that’s had profes- 
sienal experience. Barclay Leathem 
is handling rehearsals. Director, 
head drama coach at Western Re- 
serve U., returned last week from 
making a national survey of coun- 
try’s little theatres for Rockefeller 
Foundation. Hanna’s second autumn 
show, after three-week gap, is to be 
Tallulah Bankhead in ‘Little Foxes,’ 
week of Sept. 30. 

Theatre again will be subsidized 
by Chamber of Commerce-sponsored 
Playgoers, Inc., which guaranteed 
$2,600 last year for each one of 20 
plays in advance sales. Member- 
ship campaign so far has resulted in 
650 subscription renewals and good 
prospects of reaching a goal of 1,500 
members. 

Balto Announces 
Baltimore, Aug. 27. 

Considerable activity on the legit 
front here, with both the United 
Booking Office’s Ford’s and _ the 
-booked Maryland announcing 
bookings. Former house is under di- 
of John Little, conducting 
another subscription season of six 
plays to be given under American 
Theatre Society and Theatre Guild 

announcing as one 
the plays promised Helen Hayes in 
‘Twelfth Night.’ Also listed is a re- 
turn of ‘Pins and Needles.’ 

The Maryland, lone responsibility 
of Leonard ‘Chum’ McLaughlin now 
that the Auditorium has been sold 
is being reseated 
and further embellished with new 


indie 


rection 


auspices and 


carpeting and general decoration. | 
Has booked debut of third ‘Life 
with Father’ company, due next | 
month. Cracked a house record last 


year with preems of both New York 
and Chicago versions of 
prior to runs in those cities. 

Kenneth White, who recently re- 
signed from the film department of 
PM, to Bangor, Me., to work on a 
play. 


NBC and CBS Concert Managements 
Being Forced Into Middle of AGMA 
And Petrillo Jurisdictional Mess 


+ 








With matters between the Ameri- 
can Guild of Musical Artists and 
James C. Petrillo, president of the 


Allen Reps Coast Group 








by Samson Ra- | 


Charles Allen, New York agent, 
|has been named by the Hollywood 
|Group Theatre, cooperative outfit 
| operating in much the same way as 
the New York Group Theatre, as 
midwest and eastern rep. 

He’s looking for plays which the 
group would present in Hollywood 
at the Troupers theater and, if 
meritorious, on Broadway. 


Shuberts Mull 


A Barn Tryouts 








American Federation of Musicians, 
rapidly nearing a flareup, the con- 
cert managements of the two major 
radio networks are already being 
forced into the middle. Petrillo has 
notified the two major concert bu- 
reaus, both of which are network- 
owned, not to book instrumental ar- 
tists who fail to obey his ultimatum 
that they join his union by Labor 
Day. However, both bureaus have 
numerous contracts with the leading 
concert names, so they are almost 
certain to be caught in a jam. 
Columbia Concerts Corp., subsidi- 
ary of CBS, is apparently seeking to 
sidestep the issue, or at least stall 
for time. It has not yet announced 
a schedule of concerts for the fall 





For Broadway 


| The Shuberts, who made a small | 


profit last season on ‘The Weak Link’ 
and are still operating ‘Separate 
Rooms,’ at the Plymouth, N. Y., in 
the black, are set to bankroll a num- 
ber of straight plays during the 
coming season. Among the prob- 
able entries are ‘White Pony,’ which 


and winter; neither has it made any 
move to break its contracts with the 
artists it handles. A number of ar- 
tists booked by the Concerts Division 
of NBC Artists Service have received 
letters advising them that the agency 
has been notified by Petrillo that 
AFM members may not appear with 
non-AFM instrumentalists after 
Labor Day. Communications have in 
all cases concluded with the state- 
ment: ‘Please notify us what you in- 
tend doing to clear up this matter.’ 
Most of the artists involved are 





and his | 


‘Father’ | 


standing by to await developments 
but one NBC-booked instrumentalist 
has replied that he expects the 
They may also do ‘The Great Ameri- |@8¢ncy to carry out its contracts 
can Family,’ which they've had un-| With him. He wrote that he will ap- 
der option for some time. |pear as scheduled for each con- 
None of the four tryouts was par- | ttacted concert and will expect to be 
ticularly well regarded by out-of- | Paid as agreed. He has received no 
town critics, but each is figured to ‘ePly to that letter. 
have a potentially profitable angle. | Rivals Watching 
‘Carriage’ is believed to have possi- | Meanwhile, rival agencies, some 
bilities on the strength of its risque Of Which have long cast greedy eyes 
theme, while ‘Helping’ and ‘Pony’ 4t the virtual monopoly in the lush 
are thought to have chances for Hol- | concert field enjoyed by CBS and 
lywood buys. All can be produced NBC, are reported making plans to 
on modest budgets. try and grab off some of the concert 
Both Panned |names if the two network subsids 
In the cases of ‘Separate Rooms’ ;@ré maneuvered out of their com- 
and ‘Weak Link,’ both comedies; ™anding position as a result of the 
drew critical pannings, but the for- | 4AFM-AGMA struggle. At the same 
mer has had a profitable run at the | time, a group of wealthy music 
Elliott, Mansfield and Plymouth on| lovers in the east, aroused by the 
its picture name leads (Alan Dine- | threat to the concert field, are under- 
/hart-Glenda Farrell-Lyle Talbot) | Stood to be planning an independent 
and the risque word-of-mouth. | concert office to book instrumental 
‘Link’ played briefly at the Golden, | artists without orchestras, possibly 
but was bought for pictures. Both |in non-union halls and school audi- 
| shows were intensively cut-rated. |toriums. Proposal to raise a fund of 
In addition to the above shows, the | $1,000,000 to carry out the project 
Shuberts still are ostensibly planning | has been advanced. 


was tried out at Woodstock, N. Y.; 
‘Second Helping’ and ‘Carriage 
Trade,’ tested at Stamford, Conn. 








to reopen ‘Keep Off the Grass,’ With Petrillo conceded to have 
which recently suspended at the | 4m excellent chance of winning his 
Broadhurst, N. Y¥. Jake Shubert! battle against AGMA, there is in- 
also would like to do a musical ver- | tense behind-the-scenes activity in 


the Associated Actors & Artistes of 
America to line up support for the 
concert union. Although they have 


Never.’ There 
of a new Shubert 
the ‘Follies,’ which 


sion of ‘Tonight or 
is likewise talk 
production of 


they must do every couple of years | Passed resolutions of support, the 
to retain the title rights. They were | extent to which Equity and Screen 
purchased from the Ziegfeld estate.| Actors Guild will go is uncertain. 
With a string of theatres under | However, the American Federation 
operation, the Shuberts must either |@f Radio Artists, which is closely 
book shows by other managements, | lied to AGMA, is likely to go to 
or produce their own: else, the bat all the way for its affiliate. 
houses remain dark and involve a| Whether that will extend the juris- 
heavy loss. dictional tieup to broadcasting is an 


open question 
Lawrence Tibbett and Henry Jaffe, 


Current Road Shows 


AGMA president and attorney, re- 
spectively, planed in Thursday 
of nae 26) morning (22) from the Coast, where 
Week g ’ 
. j; they obtained pledges of support 
ook ee a gh O’Connell)— | from SAG. But Petrillo, with whom 
yr netndly ss Atlantic C ity. |they were to have conferred about 
Crass With — Heat’—Brighton, | settling the quarrel, left for Chicago 
Brighton Beach, L. I. without seeing them. There was no 
Hold On to Your Hats’ (Al Jol-| meeting in Chicago, as had been 
son, Martha Raye ) Forre Se Phila- antic pated 
delphia. is a a 
‘Ladies in Retirement’ (Flora Rob- ‘ . 
son)—Biltmore, Los Angeles. L. A. DRUNKARD SUED 
‘Male Animal’— (Elliott Nugent)— 
Maplewood, Maplewood, N. J. AS $34 000 NUISANCE 
‘Margin for Error’ Flatbush, ’ 


Brooklyn, N. Y. 


Los Ange 


‘Meet the People’ Geary, San les, Aug. 27. 
Francisco. Eight-year run here of ‘The 
‘Meet the People’ Music Box,, Drunkard’ may have meant coin in 


the bank for Galt Productions, but 
it’s been a plain pain in the neck to 
‘owners of property abutting the 


Hollywood. 
‘Skylark’ (Gertrude Lawrence)— 
Metropolitan, Seattle (26-28); Strand, 


Vancouver (29-30); Royal Victoria, theatre housing the melodrama. This 

Victoria (31). |was disclosed in superior court, 

‘Tobacco Road’ (John Barton)—;}where Adolph Briese, apartment 

| Windsor, Bronx, N. Y. | house operator, filed suit demanding 

‘Tonight at 8:30’ (Name cast, for the abatement of the ‘nuisance’ as 
British War Relief Fund)—El Capi-, well as $34,000 damages. 

tan, Hollywood. Briese alleges he has been un- 

-———--- —_—_———— jable to sell his realty holdings be- 

| Shuberts have renewed their op-/carse of the presence of the play 


|tion on ‘The Great American Family’| in the neighborhood. 
by Robert Chapin and Charles King, 
‘which was tested at Pasadena and | 
|San Francisco a couple of seasons 


jago 





Walter Wagner, the stage manager, 
has bought a 200-year-old house at 
| Redding. Conn. 
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ning at this time last season. 
Broadway business customarily 


N. Y. Legit’s Big Biz 


Continued from page 1 


| Shows in Rehearsal 


‘Life With Father’—(Boston com- 
pany?) Oscar Serlin. 











| ‘Jupiter Laughs’—Bernard Kia- 
okay, as there were 11 shows run- {subbing between rehearsals with the Pacey 
Boston company. yor Bs 3 ) ial 
‘Louisiana Purchase, Imperial Too Many Girls’—(Road George) 
(13th week) (M-1,450; $4.40), Also Abbott. —— 
d | boosted the standee attendance and Boys and Girls Together’—f 


goes up during August, as compare 
to the June-July slump. Principal 
reason given for the bullish busi- 
ness is the unusually cool weather 
for the last couple of weeks, cli- 
maxed by the frigid evenings over 
the weekend. That diagnosis is borne 
out by takings at Broadway film 
houses, also enjoying a boom. Busi- 
ness started off strongly last week, 
and continued’ to climb throughout 
the week. Matinees were bullish, 


particularly ‘Man Who Came to Din- 
ner,’ which has the Thursday after- 
noon to itself. 

With business bouncing up even 
more than expected for the season, 
managers who had planned to hold 
off new productions until the end of 


Segtenibes 2 Octeber, oe Oe | SRL SOUR 1G 


to regret not getting started early to 
participate in the rich takings be- 


lieved due for early September. As 
it is, the coming season will ap- 
parently be even later than the al- 


ready tardy starts of recent semes- 
ters. Only a handful of shows are 
on the way and late August, which 
ordinarily sees a hubbub of activity 
in legit, finds 44th and 45th streets 
virtually dead. 

First opening of the new 
will be William A. Brady’s revival 


' 
] 


| 
| 
| 


| 
| 


season | vance m 


| 


registered $34,200, not far below the Wynn. 
best weeks of the run. 

‘Man Who Came to Dinner,’ Music 
Box (45th week) (C-1,102; $3.30). 
Laugh show has climbed way back, ' 
getting $14,300 last week. 

‘Separate Rooms,’ Plymouth (22d 
week) (C-1,107; $1.10). Some im- | 
provement here also, but not up as 
much as some of the other offerings; 
$6,000 estimated. 

‘Tobacco Road,’ Forrest (277th | . ° 
week) (C-1,107; $1.10). Long-runner |} 
also riding the general boom to hold In Chi Finale 
its recent gain; about $5,000. | 

Suspended athe 

‘Keep Off the Grass.” May re-. 
sume in a few weeks. 

‘There Shall Be No Night.’ Slated 
to relight Sept. 9 for a limited stay 
before touring. 


Jolson-Hats 


Tuneful 256 


| 


Chicago, Aug. 27. | 
Cool weather was meat-and-drink 
for the two legit shows here last 
week, Al Jolson and his ‘Hold On to, 
Your Hats’ wound up a snappy six- 
week stay in the Grand to a resound- | 
ing gross, the best of the run, and | 
‘Life with Father,’ passing the half- 
vear mark at the Blackstone, 
bounded back to near-capacity trade 
in the off-the-stem Blackstone. 





IN FRISCO; FAIR AIDS 


San Francisco, Aug. 27 Grand darkens for a week and re- 

‘Skylark’ wound up its fourth , 9pens on Labor Day with “Too Many 

; * t th Curr 4 her poerrie Girls’ musical. On Sept. 9 the Sel- 
oF ” —e eee mr: ‘'wyn gets ‘Male Animal’ and the 
around $17,000. Pointing to $75,000' farris has been underlined for 


intake for Gertrude Lawrence opus | 


during 28-day stand, Eddie Cook, ad- | 


‘Ladies in Retirement’ on Sept. 30. 
Estimates for Last Week 

3 , ‘ ‘Hold On to Your Hats,’ Grand 

an, opined that Frisco Fair | (6th-final week) (1.300: $3.85). | 


helped this one rather than hurt it.! Finished tryout stav here in a blaze 


| association 





Armitage 
Continued from page 50 


the week of Sept. 16. Louis Hector, 
Helen Craig and Horace McNally are 
the leads. 

‘Bangtails,’ new racetrack comedy | 
by Henry Misrock and Sol Rosen, | 
with Hugh O’Conne!l in the lead, be- | 
gan week’s tryout at Garden Pier | 


last night (Monday). 


! 


! 














| 
| 


Mrs. Jones Gets $250 Refund 


Maryverne Jones, who has been 
waging a sporadic feud against 
Equity this summer, obtained the 
return of $250 of her bond from the 
last week. Manager of 
the Starlight theatre, Pawling, N-Y.., 
notified the dailies that the refund 
resulted ‘through court action,’ but 
Equity officials assert the coin was 
returned when they discovered that 
a check for the amount had been ad- 
vanced by an Equityite actor at the 
strawhat, Explained the coin went 
to him, as the original check had 
never been cashed. 

According to Mrs. Jones, she is 
continuing suit for the ‘balance’ of 
the bond she posted at the beginning 


of the summer. However, Equity) 
execs say , that, besides the $250 


check, some of the bond not needed 


|for payments to actors employed at 


the strawhat had previously been 
returned. Only ‘balance’ remaining, 
amounting to $40, has been set aside 
for payment to Florence Barrett, a 
member of the Starlight troupe, for 
one week's salary claim against Mrs. | 
Jones, the association heads declare. 
As an outgrowth of the Starlight- 
Equity dispute, the strawhat has been 


of his production of five seasons 489, ‘Expo brought a lot of visitors to of hotcha at $25,000. Goes to Philly | operating for several weeks as a 


Kind Lady,’ with Grace George in 
the role she created. It relights the 
Playhouse next Tuesday (3). Actress 
has been guest-starring in the thril- 
ler this summer at various strawhat 
theatres. 


Only shows due within the next | Thence to Vancouver, back to Port- 
Laughs,’ | land for three days and so to Salt 
‘Bangtails,’ ‘There Shall Be No Night’ Lake and midwest. Tour probably 


few weeks are ‘Jupiter 
(resuming), ‘Hold On to Your Hats,’ 
‘Time of Your Life’ (resuming), the 
Sonja Henie ice show (without the 
skater in the cast), ‘Big Story,’ ‘Old 
Acquaintance,’ ‘Boys and Girls To- 


gether,’ ‘Journey to Jerusalem,’ 
‘George Washington Slept Here,’ 
‘White Haired Boy.’ ‘Panama Hattie,’ 
‘Beverly Hills,” “Two Weeks with 


Pay,’ ‘Arsenic and Old Lace’ and a 
half-dozen or so other entries. Usu- 
ally the shows being readied in late 
August number a couple of times 
that. 


Estimates for Last Week 


Key: C (comedy), D (drama), R 
(revue), M (musical), F (farce), O 
(operetta). 

‘DuBarry Was a Lady,’ 46th St. 
(38th week) (M-1,375; $4.40). Took 
a hefty jump to an estimated $21,500; 
Ethel Merman left the cast for a 
rest before going into ‘Panama Hat- 
tie,’ Betty Allen replacing. 

‘Hellzapoppin, Winter Garden 
(10lst week) (R-1,671; $3.30). 


other juicy rise was registered here, 
with standees at several perform- 


ances; around $28,000. 


‘Higher and Higher,’ Shubert (15th 
Rodgers- 
Hart musical folded brief return en- 
im- 


week) (M-1,405;: $4.40) 
gagement Saturday (24); 
provement due to closing; $1 
‘Life With Father,’ Empire 
week) (C-1,095; $3.30). Back 


some 


2,000. 


of the cast for two weeks vacation 


Stanley Ridges and Dorothy Gish | 


| 
| 
| 
| 


| 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 


| 





An- } : : 
|story, a unique one since she is the 


(42d |ropes and rings and bars, routined 

to |a triple trapeze act for himself and| 
standees for all performances and | his young wife and baby daughter. 
the gross climbed to $18,800; Howard | Half seriously, half as a lark, they 
Lindsay and Dorothy Stickney out 
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| Stardom. 


she has been particularly associated. thorities tagged ‘scheme as too con- 


town, which meant heavy window- | for a short bow before heading into 
sale for us, as much as 15% of the| «Lite with Father.’ Blackstone (27th | 
audience being strangers last week,’ | week) (1,200: $2.75). Bounded up 
Cook pointed out. Road company | nearly to capacity business on the | 
now in Seattle, where three-day | thermometer aid, $17,000. House and | 
stand opened last night (Monday). | cast already planning special Christ- 
}mas celebration here. 





| 
will break up around Christmas, | : : | 
Geary, next door to the Curran. | Friml in Far East 
Tokyo, Aug. 9 


with ‘Meet the People,’ hit around 
$9.000 in fifth week of the show. Rudolf Friml, the composer, who 
Advertising ‘last week’ but will stay | has been visiting here, has sailed for 
two more for total of seven. Co-)| Honolulu, where he plans to spend 
operative venture doing so well here : 


some tim efore returning to the 
that Portland and Seattle deals now uy, S time before rett S 
being talked, and United Booking Ps E 
Office reportedly trying to find a He has just returned from an en- 


spot for the novelty revue in Chi. tended tour through the Orient. 


Saga of Bird Millman 


By DIXIE WILLSON , performances for Royalty, then at 16 
Hollywood, Aug. 27, | returned to America to appear in 
Madison Square Garden with the 


For some weeks theatre programs 
and newspapers have spoken of the 
serious illness of Bird Millman, of 
circus fame, asking contributions 
for her medical care, Miss Mill- 
man died on Aug. 5. Here is the 


‘Big Show,’ as one of the three great- 
est circus performers of all time, the 
other of this great trio being heitzel, 
| Bohemian aerialist, and May Wirth, 
the Australian wizard of bareback 
The performances of the three are 


: still unequaled. 
only American-born , qualed 


former ever to reach 


circus per- 
international The next year, and for several 
years thereafter, Bird, touring with 
the circus through the summer, was 
featured the rest of the year in 
Ziegfeld’s famous New York ‘Mid- 
night Frolic.” along with Fannie| 
Brice, Will Rogers, Leon Errol and 
Marilyn Miller. Later John Murray | 
Anderson presented her from coast 
to coast in ‘Greenwich Village Fol- 


Born 
| circus family. 
| an 


in Colorado, hers was not a 
But her father, with 
unexplained understanding of 


|presented it for the manager of : = , 
| li we wit ) . . w t ris 
wagon show, were promptly en-| lies’ with Joe E. Brown, Ted Lewi 


. nc 
; gaged, and thus the Millman name ~<osslh 
came into show business. | Oa, : 
: ; | stage to marry. With Joseph O'Day, | 
| Soon the trio was appearing in ; 


’ . }a young chap from Harvard, she 
| y ~ ro + io ° e a ° 
tricks so daring that even yet they) jiveg happily in Boston until his 


Irene Franklin, in which com- 
she fell in love and left the 


have never been duplicated And | death in 1931 

when the littlest member of the In 1937 she returned for a brief 
| troupe was eight years old she was time to Broadway. Her wire per- 
taught tight wire, for which she| formance, quite as lovely as ever 
|proved to have an uncanny talent. 3ird still the only dancer ~*~ tine 
When she was 12, William Morris) world to deliver her own particular 
Saw her in a carnival in Canada,| performance, and still under the 
put her under contract, sent her management of William Morris, she 
abroad, and on her 14th birthday) cisned a contract to appear in Broad- 
the name of Bird Millman topped! way’s smartest night club, when on 
the bill at the London Alhambra, ! the eve of her new debut ‘the illness | 
Bird delivering the greatest per-| of her mother called her back to 
formance on a tight wire which the Colorado. And there she remained 
world had ever seen. | Nine months ago came her first | 


| She was a very little girl, very’ awareness of an unusual pain in and 
dainty, with an unforgettable charm | about her shoulders. In April, X-ray 
and piquant elfin beauty. Utterly pictures disclosed cancer of the 
fearless she was a little aerial whirl-| spine, without doubt the result of a 
wind, had conceived the unusual! circus fall in Des Moines in 1919. 
idea of utilizing the rhythm and! Bird herself never knew the story | 
graceful bound of the wire as a me- | those X-ray pictures told, nor that} 
‘dium for dancing rather than for! she could not recover. The report} 
‘merely the customary tricks of un-| given her was that a broken ver-| 
| natural balance, such as bending | tabra demanded complete quiet and) 
over backward to grasp a handker-j rest ... until the pain would have 
chief in the teeth. Departing also finished. | 
from the accepted circus dress of| 
gaudy satins and spangles, she ap-| | 
peared in the briefest of pale tulle | London Nixes Sunday Legit 
skirts edged with swansdown, a type! London, Aug. 15. | 
of costume with which, ever since,| Sidestepping Sunday legits, au- 





A Star at 16 troversial for wartime debate.’ 











1776 B’way, New York 


i 


Soon she was playing command: So they shelved it. 


; Summer 


names 


non-Equity spot. 
Strawhat Prize-Winner 


Oconomowoc, Wis., Aug. 27. 
Muriel Roy Bolton’s ‘Very Liberal 


Arts’ was the winner of the Mar- 
jorie Montgomery Ward Baker 
'prize for the best comedy of the 


strawhat season at the Coach House 
theatre, Oconomowoc, Wis. 
Runner-up was ‘Summer Heat’ by 
Everett Glass. Prize coin was $300. 

Thoda Cocroft, director of the 
Coach House theatre and American 
Theatre Society rep in Chicago, an- 
nounces another $300 prize play con- 
test for 1941, with entries deadlined 
on Jan. 10. 


Aldrich Denies Poor Biz 
Boston, Aug. 27. 

Richard Aldrich, producing direc- 
tor of the Cape Playhouse, Dennis, 
Mass., denies his house is one of the 
New England strawhats reported to 
have done spotty biz this season. In 
rebuttai to a story appearing in last 
week's Variety, Aldrich claims ‘the 
Cave Playhouse has not only done as 
well as last year, but from the busi- 
ness we have been doing the last two 
weeks we expected to have the most 
profitable in the history of 
this theatre.’ 


season 


‘LITTLE DOG’ WHINES 
AT 126 IN BOSTON TRY 


Boston, Aug. 27 
Tryout of ‘Little Dog Laughed,’ the 


new 


Eddie Dowling musical, slated 
for two weeks, ran seven perform- 
ances last week and closed Saturday 
(24). Now all theatres are dark here. 

‘Little Dog’ will return to N. Y. for 
rewriting and recasting of some | 
principals, then goes out on the road 
again, according to present plans. 


| Show received bad press here. 


Opening without opposition, musi- 
cal attracted hefty baleony biz. but 


otherwise s0-so., Tallied around 
$12,000 


Fierh hides Hews Sth 
$8,500 in L. A. ‘Ladies’ 


Los Angeles, Aug. 27. 

Despite flattering press notices and 
an all-round outstanding perform- 
ance, Flora Robson in ‘Ladies in Re- 
tirement’ is playing to disappointing 
biz at the Biltmore, where she 
opened the new 1940-41 season a_/| 
week ago. ‘Ladies.’ on first week. 
garnered a slim $8,500. and will fare 
little better on second and final | 
stanza. 

At El] Capitan. Hollywood, South- 
ern California Theatre Guild is re- 
peating currently first bill of three | 
Noel Coward ‘Tonight at 8:30’ plays | 
for benefit of British war relief. Film 
have predominated in the 
various casts, with the fund enriched 
around $75,000 to date. Six nightly 
performances are given each week, 
with each show running around $4.- 
000 in take. ‘Meet the People’ is | 
doing fairly satisfactorily at its new | 
stand. Holiywood Music Box, after 
long run at the Playhouse. 


|deadened their voices. 


,are Robert K. Shafer, Douglas 


Rain Washes 
Out Preem Of 
St. L. Waltz’ 


_———- 


St. Louis, Aug. 27 
The 13-week season of the Mu. 
nicipal Theatre Assn., sponsor of al 
fresco entertainment in Forest Park 
swung into the final lap last nicht 
(Monday), but rain washed ‘The 
Great Waltz’ off the boards after the 


| b.o. drew the best opening-night biz 


of the season, an estimated $5,000. 
This was the first time during the 
current season that a -performance 
was rained out. 

Several thousand patd $1 each to 
stand on the lawn on either side 
of the reserved sections. 

The first act was presented during 
a light rain, but at intermission the 
heavens opened up and after a 45- 
minute wait the performance was 
cancelled, Because of the washout 
and the extremely heavy advance 
which virtually assures SRO for the 
balance of the seven-night run, the 
management set a precedent by an- 
nouncing a midnight performance 
for Saturday (31). 

The piece, which opened the 1937 
season with a 10-night stand and 
drew 68,200 payees, features some cf 
the original Broadway cast. Helen 
Marshall and Arthur Kent, in the 
romantic roles, warble through sey- 
eral numbers but despite the exce}- 
lent amplifying system the rain 
Lead roles 
are assigned to Gladys Baxter, Jo- 
seph Macaulay, Stanley Harrison, 
Ruth Urban and Vivien Fav, the lat- 
ter a ballerina soloist. In omnpert 

ta- 


vitt, Frederic Persson, James Gillis 
and Bob Lawrence. 

Guy Robertson, who created the 
role of Johann Strauss, Jr., is in St. 
Louis currently, but has the top role 
in ‘Petticoat Fever’ at the Civie 
Theatre, a_ strawhatter. Kent is 
playing that role, with Macaulay as 
the elder Strauss. j 

Because of the European fracas, 
difficulty was encountered in obtain- 
ing production rights from Vienna. 
but Max Gordon, New York pi 
ducer, and Louis Dreyfus, of London, 


997 


prez of the International Play Bu- 
reau, Inc., aided in smoothing the 
way. Gordon presented ‘Waltz’ 
m NN. © 


Presentation is on the scale called 
for in the original production, with 
the fireworks, huge chandeliers. 
moving bandstand and elaborate sets. 
The revolving stage is again utilized 
for the eight scenes 

Local debut of ‘Babes in Arms,’ 
with Audrey Christie (Mrs. Guy 
Robertson), Harry Stockwell, Joseph 
Macaulay and Jay and Lou Seiler 
cocking across their stuff, was chilled 
by the weather on four nights of run 
that ended Sunday (25): 59.060 
payees laid an estimated $30,060 on 
the line, below average 





Legit Cues 





Olsen and Johnson, whose ‘Hellz 
poppin’ is approaching the two- 
mark at the Winter Garden, NY. 
have been hosting groups from the 
Actors’ Fund Home, Englewood. N.J, 
at the revue, 


sar 


Parties include dinner 
and transportation both wavs 

Leonard Leslie is production man- 
ager of the cooperative company at 
the Irving Place theatre, N.Y. 

Irene Lewisohn, director of the 
Neighborhood Playhouse School, wil! 
offer an exhibition of costumes, cos- 
tume designs, photographs, stage 


models, playbills and posters at the 
Museum of Costume Art, N-Y., from 
Sept.. 20 through Oct. 5. 
Kuth Matteson motoring 
for vacation. 
Roberta and Margaret Becker back 


to Coast 


from Montana and San Francisco 
Former returns to the Maurice Evans 
office. 

Richard Clark giving tennis les- 
sons at Westport, Conn io te 
Lawrence Langners (Armina Ma 
Shall and the two children of John 
and Carly Wharton 

Jack Haley, who closed Saturday 
| (24) in ‘Higher and Higher vill 
star in a revival of ‘Charlie’s Aun?’ 


at Maplewood, N. J. Idea is to bring 
it to Broadway if it looks promising. 

Betty Field, who just completed 
‘Victory’ for Paramount™and_ will 
next do ‘Shepherd of the Hillis’ for 
the same studio, is due back in New 
York about Oct. 1. 

Desi Arnaz, who'll tour with ‘Too 
Many Girls,’ remained on the Coast 
several extra days, and joins the 
company in Chicago for final re- 
hearsals and the Saturday (31) open- 
ing. 

Robert Ardrey has wound up ''s 
writing commitment at RKO and 
leaves for the east in a couple o° 
weeks, Will motor by easy staxes 
with several extended stopovers and 
inten’s arriving in New York aout 
Nov. L 
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Broadway 





Si Fabian’s illness has cost him 40 


, privileged youngsters for cuffo shows 
once weekly. 


‘to New York, where he will appear 
in the Kaufman-Hart piece, ‘George 


Ernest Truex paused here en route} 


t 


pounds, | Washington Slept Here.’ Truex is! 
Stewart and) Martin to @ native Missourian. : 
ont ' . | Former Mayor Henry W. Kiel, prez 


Phil Reisman, RKO foreign chief, 
bound for Rio. 

Jim O'Connor, Albany cafe man, 
under doctor's orders. 

Jim Boyle of RKO down on the 
Jersey shore for a week. 

George Freedley new dramatic 
critic for Morning Telegraph. 

Leo Spitz has a financial interest in 


Jyjes Levey’s picture, ‘Boys From | 


Syracuse.’ = 

Dan Healy and Helen Kane's Club 
Encore, on the site of Mon Paris, 
opening around Sept. 15. 

Harry Joe Brown and wife, Sally 
Eilers, off on second cruise of the 
Americas to West Indies. 


js ‘What's cookin’?’ a switch on 
what’s new’ or ‘what's up.’ 

Allen Noye, director of Columbia 
Pictures of Brazil, headed _south 
after American visit with Mrs. Noye. 

Mitchell I. Koppel, formerly with 
Alexander Film, has joined Emer- 


New Broadway argot, via Harlem, | 


son Yorke’s industrial film company. | 


Max A. Cohen, indie chain exhib, 
- New York angeling ‘Bangtails,’ 


egit production of Ben Boyar Asso- | 


ciates. 

. G. Van Schmus, recuperating 
at his home at St. James, L. I., ex- 
pected back at the Music Hall about 
Sept. 15. 

Gesres J. Schaefer and Leon Net- 
ter among those weekending at 
Schroon Lake, N. Y., as guests of 
Herman Robbins. 

William H. Lawrence, Par realty 
executive, nursing a broken rib, a 
dented schnoz and head cuts as re- 
sult of an auto accident. 

Humphrey Doulens, visiting duo- 

ianists Vronsky and Babin at their 

anta Fe ranch. due back at Colum- 
bia Concerts after Labor Day. 


Joe Philipson, in charge for Joe, 
Cooper at the Paramount h.o., due | 


back from a tour of the Cooper-Par 


houses in the midwest the end of this 


week. 

Jack Kapp, Decca Records prez, 
‘profiled’ in current New Yorker by 
Howard Whitman of the N. Y. News. 


Russell Moloney did an assist, but ! 


unbilled, 
Uncle of Tony Betts, race handi- 
capper, was an actor with 


in Spanish parts. 


In celebration of his 89th birthday 
Thursday (22), Daniel Frohman was 
guest of honor at a dinner attended | 
of 
many years, Fannie Hurst, at Sardi’s. 

E. W. McClellan, manager of tech- 
foreign de- 
partment, on his way to Iceland to 
of projection 
equipment in two theatres at Reyk- | 


by only himself and his friend 


nical section of ERPI's 


supervise installation 


javik. 
Harry Royster, 


David 
Belasco attraction, his name having 
been Salvatore Zito, who specialized 


executive assistant 
to Leonard Goldenson and Sam Dem- 


}of the Municipal Theatre Assn., will 

toss annual shindig for personnel of 
!organization and entire cast of ‘The 
| Great Waltz’ Thurgday (29). 

Half of take at Fanchon & Marco’s 
{downtown deluxer, Ambassador, of 
lone night’s performance of ‘The 
| Queen of Destiny’ was given to the 
| Women’s Allied War Relief Assn. 
| Supporting cast to Guy Robert- 
|}son, who plays lead in 
| Fever’ at Civic theatre, St. Louis 
| County strawhatter, includes Frances 
|Buss, J. Scott Robertson, Gordon 


‘Petticoat | 


| Ashley, Vincent Verson, Jean Hem- | 


|pel, John Todd. Jr., 
|Shelp. Piece opened last nite (Tues- 
| day). 





Philadelphia 


__ Ira Walsh now handling press re- | 


‘lations for WPEN. 
Lou Fisher, WCAU gabber, 
| joined the U. S. Naval Reserve. 


has 


Benedict Gimbel, Jr.. WIP prexy, | 


| 

lon a flying jaunt to New England. 
| WIP ‘Dawn Patrol’ celebrated the 
|completion of 2,500 

hours of broadcasting. 

Hedgerow Theatre bringing back 
1G. B. Shaw's ‘Major Barbara’ 
Audrey Ward in title role. 
| Lambert Beeuwkes, Bob Cotting- 
'ham, Jim Aull, John Thorpe, Don 


KYW, vacationing. 

Laura May Stuart, 
‘For Women Only’ program 
WCAU, back from aé_e 7,000-mile 
junket aboard an American Air Line 
plane. 


pilot of the 


| Patsy King, nitery warbler, was | 
| chosen runner-up to ‘Miss Philadel- | 
phia’ at beauty contest sponsored by | 
Variety Club at Jack Lynch's Wal- | 





| ton Roof. 

sis 

| Dick Todd booked into the State- 
Lake for Labor Day week. 

| Johnny Jones back from New 

| York booking trip ‘for the Oriental 
stage. 

| Charley Kallen has a new song, | 


i ‘I’m So Cute,’ published by the San 
| Boston music firm. 

| Bob Hope going 
with his brother, 
new product called Sani-Metal. 


into 


is 


confab on 
| waukee. 

Van Nomikos, Chi 
| owner, has been 


theatre 
elected 


| Educational and Progressive Assn. 


bow, Jr., Par theatre biggies, returns | 


Heyworth and Janet Millman, all of 


1 


business 
manufacturing a 


circuit 
supreme 
president of the American Hellenic 


> 











tomorrow (Thurs.) from huddles in 

Detroit with Earl K. Hudson and 

others. bth Column 
Mark Hanna, the agent. accom- 

panies John McClain to the Coast Continued from page 1 

tomorrow (Thurs.) by plane for a . . 

week. Latter returns to Metro: mately the same price here as i! 


Hanna’s aunt is seriously ill in Cul- 
ver City. 


U.S.A.). 


i 


| Report that all foreigners, includ- 


William Gargan, who was leaving! ing Americans, are under surveil- 
on the weekend for Washington, | lance at hotels, etc., is a myth 
oa age until today (Wed.), with Contrary to Fifth Column reports 
ie, the missus and two kids going! americans can take back any funds 
from there to Chicago on the way to , . 
the Coast. they do not spend while in Canada 


Walter Wanger and wife. Joan 
Bennett, heading for Canada follow- 
Ing the opening of ‘Foreign Cor- 


respondent’ at the Rivoli 
will siart his exploitation 
tour after Labor Day, 


Produce! 


Bob Powers, who has secretaried 


speaking 


Provincial have checke 


further on alleged ‘inconvenience’ 


autnorities 


1 


in 
crossing border and find that it takes 


‘exactly seven seconds to clear an 
American car at the border entering 
Canada. No birth certificates, 


pass- 


for more execs, from Adolph Zukor pores ©: aang es a 
down, in Paramount than a comp- | 4Tive! . a See Peer 
tometer will add up, is now doing it}. Above all, the American  dollat 
for Lenny Goldenson Selma An-| buys $1.10 worth goods in Canada 
derson, meantime, has shifted to| because of the difference in ex- 


shorthand notes for Walter B. Cokel! 


St. Louis 


By Sam X. Hurst 


and Wi: 


over at 


ho ne 
©] 


the 


band 
held 


Jimmy Grier 
Cassel, warbler, 
Chase Club. 

Maury Davis, manager of the Will 
Rogers, west end nabe, bedded by 
molar trouble. 

Tony Scarapelli, nitery operator, in 
New York lining up acts for opening 
at row home Sept. 12. 

Ringling circus makes three-day 
local stand starting Sept. 6. It will 
be first visit in three years. 

Hope Manning, songbird click in 
‘Rosalie,’ trekked back to New York 
via Chicago and Pittsburgh. 

A ‘Willkie March,’ composed by 
Mrs. Benjamin W. Fry, Jr., localite, 
has been dedicated to the Republi- 
can national committee. 

Jay and Lou Seiler, who scored in 
‘Babes in Arms’ at the Forest Park 
al fresco playhouse last week, oven 
engagement at Radio City Music Hall 
Sept. 29. 


Meadowbrook County Club shut- | 


ters al fresco nitery Labor Day. 


Forest Park Highlands, major amuse- | 


ment park here, also douses glims en 
Same day. 

Arnold Berger, manager of the 
Drive-In theatre, DesPeres, Mo., is 
inviting invalids, shut-ins and under- 


. | change. 
It has been suggested by Canadian 


officials that President Roosevelt 
might be able to offset false rumors 
bv devoting a few words to the mat 
ter in his next fireside chat 
Hurts U. S. Biz, Too 
Minneapolis, Aug. 27 
Efforts are being made to remove 
Canadian-Minnesota border passport 
restrictions killing theatre business in 
such Minnesota border towns as In- 
ternational Falls, which draws con- 
siderable of their theatre patronage 
particularly on Sunday when | 
Canadian showhouses are closed, | 


from nearby Canadian communities. 
| Grosses are off as much as 50 in 
|these Minnesota border towns and 
they’re seeking relief from the film 
exchanges here. 

The restrictions were put into ef- 
fect by Canada as a war measure 
and virtually prevent its citizens 
from coming into the U. S. even for 
a few hours at a stretch. 

Pair of all-male bands led by 
femme batoneers will be on Broad- 
| way at the same time next month. 
{Ina Ray Hutton replaces Tommy 
Dorsey at the Astor hotel, and Ann 
Dupont clarinetist leader, goes into 
Arcadia Ballroom. 


| 


and Sheila’ 


London 





Jack Davies operated on. 


Gabriel Pascal has rented Conrad | 


Veidt’s apartment in Denham. 


David Kaye ‘Morton and Kaye) 
wed Daphne Benabo, non-protes- | 
sional. 


Pathe production setup here will 
go ahead with plans for six chillers. 


Tees cff with ‘This Man Is Danger- | 


ous. 

Sydney Gilliat and Frank Laun- 
der signed to scripting chore on 
20th’s ‘Kipps,’ from the H. G. Wells’ 
novel. 

‘Ladies in Retirement’ starts pro- 
vincial tour with Mary Clare in her 
original role and Griffiths Jones in 
only male part. 

Michael Balcon’s Ealing 
on a temporary layoff from feature 
production, will handle five briefies 


|for government's propaganda outlet. 


for 


consecutive | 


with 


on | 


Larry Puck in from New York to 
first Columbia Artists- 
booked shows for the Riverside, Mil- 


i 


|Sir Oswald Stoll, 


Earl St. John, general manager 
Odeon’s Paramount-Astorias, 
wed Cecile Petrie, formerly one of 


studios, | 


| shows at Veterans Hospital in Aspin- 
_ wall on Sept. 4. 
| Dancing Callahan’ Sisters, also 
whizzes on skates, turned dewn offer 
to join ‘Icecapades.’ 

The Chester Storys back home 
‘from a three-week tour of the New 
England strawhat circuit. 

Raui (and Eva) Reyes and Al Lo- 


pez, Pirate catcher, are former 
school buddies from Tampa. 
| Concert impresario May Beegle 


touring the Coast and taking in Hol- 
lywood and the Frisco Fair. 

Republic’s Jimmy Grainger in 
town to work with Jim Alexander 
on deals with WB and Harris cir- 
cuits, 

Director Bob Gill playing Grandpa 
Vanderhof in Fox Chapel Play- 
house’s finale, ‘You Can’t Take It 
With You.’ 

The Mark Browars back from 
Ivoryton, Conn., and a visit with 
their son, Herbert, in the acting com- 
pany there. 

The Perry Nathans—he’'s with Na- 
tional Screen Service—to New York 


|for the marriage of their son to a 


the Carlyle Cousins, onetime radio 


name. 
‘Divorce for Christabel,’ the Ar- 
nold-Foster _ play, which stars 


Frances Day in her first straight 


part, opens at Lyric theatre middle | 
October after four weeks in sticks. | 
Billy Bleach, formerly booker for | 


back from Aus- 
tralia and New Zealand, where he 
worked for Tom Arnold and the 


Williamsons. Goes over to Arnold's 
local office. 
Jean Hyams, daughter of Syd 


Hyams, wed Dr. Bernard Lewis, lec- 
turer on Oriental languages at Cam- 
bridge University. Couple met 
while former was 


| studying economics. 


After touring when West 


of war Dodie Smith’s ‘Dear Octopus’ 


, has returned to London with prac- 
It was warmly | 


tically original cast. 
received at July 27 preem. 

Associated British, John Maxwell's 
outfit under production chief Walter 
Mycroft, started cameras on ‘The 
Farmer’s Wife,’ Eden Philpotts’ one- 
time stage hit. Leslie Arliss and 
Norman Lee co-direct, guiding Wil- 
frid Lawson, Basil Sydney, Norah 
Swinburne, Betty Warren and Enid 
Stamp-Taylor. 


Minneapolis 


By Les Rees 


Ted Mans, Oxford theatre owner. 
mourning death of infant son. 

Al Stern, RKO office manager, 
back from a Canadian motor jaunt 

Fred Strom, Northwest Allied ex- 
ecutive secretary, candidate for state 
legislature. 

Martie Braverman, former Garden 
theatre owner, opening new indie 
poster exchange. 

Gabriel Malfronte, Universal home- 
office supervisor, flew in to explain 
revised booking system. 

Bill Evidon, Columbia office man- 
ager, vacationing with the missus in 
Fargo, N. D., where wife’s parents 
reside. 


Sherman H. Dryer, University of 
Chicago radio station director, here 
visiting his dad, Harry, local indie 


exhibitor. 
Palace reopened under Biil Elson’: 


management with ‘His Girl Friday,’ 
policy being subsequent-run single 
features at 15c 

June Lang stopped over en route 
to Hollywood after visit with her 
mother, recovering from operation at 
Rochester, Minn. 

Grand Rapids, Minn., near here 
negotiating for personal appearance 
of Judy Garland, onetime resident 
for town’s Golden Jubilee celebra- 
tion in fall. 

Moe Levy and Joe Polodoff, 20th- 
Fox disfrict and branch manager 
respectively, and a number of local 
exhibitors to Des Moines for testi- 
monial banquet tendered Levy by 


Tri-State circuit. 

Chief Barker Ben Blotcky of Twin 
City Variety club announced net re- 
ceipts from recently sponsored base- 


ball game sufficient to buy 30.000 
quarts of milk for local needy chil 
dren and mothers 

3ernard Suss, onetime Bainbridgs 
stock director and more recently in 
Hi yvood, signed ; a stant di 
ect of Henry Adri: MI é 
tock company, which will tour Mi: 
neap and 16 other Minnesot: 
tov ensuing fall and winter. 


Pittsburgh 


By Hal Cohen 

Exhib Archie Fineman hospitalized 
for several days with trick knee. 

Lew Mercur up from Florida to 
spend a few weeks with his folks. 

Manos manager H. C. Bondurant 
of Eliwood City, Pa., father of a girl. 

Mother of Eddie Klein, long-time 
nitery operator here, died last week. 


Catholic Theatre Guild will open 
its season in October with ‘First 
Legion.’ 

Fred Burleigh due in Sept. 15 te 
get Pittsburgh Playhouse season un- 
der way 


The A! Mercurs celebrated thei: 
24th wedding anniversary over the 
weekend. 

Syd Magidson te New York to au- 
dition for Benny Davis’ new ‘Star- 
dust’ revue. 

Variety Club resuming its monthly 


at Cambridge | 


End | 
| theatres were closed at the outbreak 


| pretty proud 


Rye, N.Y., gal. 


Australia 


By Eric Gorrick 





Biz still high with U.S. film fare. 
| Snider-Dean extending in 
western stix. 

All Sydney newspapers intend up- 
ping advertising rates. 

Vaude-reyue swung into Adelaide 
last month for the Watermans. 

*“Rebecca’ (UA) maintaining strong 
biz pressure for Hoyts in Sydney. 


chain 


Continental pix have faded 
throughout Aussie following the 
European upset. 

‘Ice Follies 1940’ floppo in Mel- | 
bourne for Williamson-Tait.  Gil- 


bert-Sullivan followed. 


spite new war tempo, and indica- 
tions are that biz will build further 
during the spring. 


cial radio in spare time. Maloney 
also scribbles for Aussie mags. 

Wallace Parnell expects to make 
U.S. trip shortly on a looksee for 
Tivoli talent. Parnell replaced late 
Frank Neil as producer and director 
of Tivoli, 

Petrol-rationing swings in here in 
September. Pic managements hud- 
dling with transport authorities to 
maintain extra transportation from 
the nabes to the city in order to 
keep up biz, 





Jersey Rally 


i... Continued from page 2 





ness. Local businessmen reported 
the biggest turnovers in Sea Girt his- 
tory and eating places miles 
around turned away hungry excur- 
sionists, 

Ostensibly, the reception 
honor President Roosevelt, Charles 
Edison, Democratic candidate for 
governor, and James H.R. Cromwell, 
husband of Doris Duke and candidate 
for United States Senator. But when 
the Broadway mob put in an appear- 
the scene, Edison, Cromwell, 


for 


was to 


ance at 
et al., were just so many more Demo- 


crats so Tar as the Crowds were con- 


cerned. Politics, which Hague had 
hoped to make the busine of the 
di V. WaS re legated to the background 
from the moment Joe E. Lewis 

started things humming 

When Russ Morgan and his orch 

stepped up to the platform for some 
specialty numbers, only i be 

promptly drowned out by the roar | 
of an 18-police motorcycle squad es- | 
corting dignitaries across the field, it 

was the intrusion of the dignitaries 


that was resented by the mob rather 


than the orchestra. 

Richman Panicked ’Em 
Harry tichman = panicked ‘en 
The 200,000 loved every minute of 
it. and if tichman had said, whict 
he didn’t, ‘I want every one of you 
to go out and vote for Roosevelt 
e* rn ¢ Fx on evervbDody else 
Hague ants v« o vote fe < 
( ce ¢ ere ( ant be « 
single ‘traitor’ in the ranks on Nov. 5 
The fact remains that Richman 
Sophie Tucker, Gilda Gray Jerr, 
Lester, Belle Baker and Pat Rooney 
had a better way of telling the 
throngs to ‘yote Democratic’ than 
anything the candidates could have 
said or did say. And if they didn't 
say it point blank they mentioned « 


lot of things that tickled ‘Boss’ Hague 
and made the audience of 200,000 fee} 
about being a Demo- 
crat. Most of all, it was the way they 
said it that clicked with the crowds 

Nothing could quench ‘Boss’ 
Hague’s good humor. Not even the 
charge of Clayton E. Freeman, Re- 
publican State chairman, who at- 
tacked the Sea Girt rally as a $206.- 


000 demonstration of the ‘regimen- 
tation inherent in the Jersey City 
machine when the boss cracks the 
w hip.’ 

Hague merely shrugged. ‘I'd tike 


to see the Republicans put on a show 
like this,’ he said. 


Night spots continue brightly de- 


Billy Maloney, manager of May- | 
fair, Sydney, scripting for commer- | 


odie 


| Hollywood 


George Seitz on siesta at Del Mar, 

_The Mischa Auers adopted # baby 
girl. 

Frankie Alberts 
home. 

Wally Ross puiled out of the Lou 
Irwin agency. 

Katherine Albert joined 
publicity staff. 

Tony Sanford rejoined the J. Wal- 
ter Thompson staff. 

Greta Keller was granted a divorce 
from John Sargent. 





nm bought e valley 


Metro's 


Simone Simon applied for US, 
citizenship in Los Angeles. 
Signe Hasso in from Sweden ic 


report for her RKO contract. 

Anna May Wong to Orwigsburg, 
Pa., for strawhat engagement. 

Mitzi Gould filed suit for back ali- 


mony from her former husband, 
Dave. 
James Stewart flew to the old 


Pennsylvania homestead in his own 
plane. 

Tom Reed ordered to pay Louis L. 
Goldman $563 in an assault and bat- 
tery suit. 

Stanley Fields starts a four-week 
personal tour Sept. 13, opening in 
Cleveland. 

Rebert M. Haas to Irvington. N. J.. 
for the 60th wedding anniversary of 


_ his parents, 


Maurice Geraghty back at his Re- 
public story desk after a Carmel, 
N. Y., vacash. 

Smiley Burnette, in from the east 
over the weekend, headed back there 
for further personals. 

Mike Lustig making his home in 
Hollywood after five years in Aus- 
tralia and New Zealand. 

Y. Frank Freeman is having a 


conference room built to connect 
, with his Paramount offices. 
Robert Gessner gandering the 


studios to pick up ideas for his mo- 
tion picture classes at New York 
University, 


Atlantic City 


Sonny James’ orch staying over at 
Renault Tavern for another ‘the 
fourth) week. 

Gloria Grafton topbilled in revue 
at Bath and Turf Club for three days 
ended Sunday (25). 


Block and Sully plus Estelle Tay- 





lor headlined at the 500 Club three 
days ended Sunday (25). 
Abe Abrams, who had been at 


Garden Pier theatre all summer, re- 
turned to Forrest theatre, Philly. 


Former Mayor Jimmy Walker of 
N. Y. vacationing here with the 
missus, former actress Betty Comp- 
ton. 


Beavel and Tova, Spanish dancers, 
head revue at Traymore Strato- 
sphere Room supper dances. Bill 
Madden’s orch plays. 

Paul Arnswald, manager of the 
Shelburne, started ball rolling in 
campaign for erection of an intimate 
theatre for legit tryouts in A.C. 

Kay Thorne, who came to AC. 
with the Mae Desmond Players last 
month, has joined WBAB as woman's 
pege and amusements announcer 

Art Jarrett orch began week’s en- 
gagement at Hamid’s on Sunday (25), 
and after a short rest wilj join Sally 
Rand’s show at the Flatbush theatre, 
Brooklyn. 


Schuylkill County Master School 
3and, made up of musicians. from 
Pottsville, Pa., and nearby towns, 
ave good-will concerts Saturday 


and Sunday (24-25) at Hamid’s Pier 


Stroudsburg, Pa. 


By John Bartholomew 

Buck Hill Players called it quits 
with ‘Call It a Day.’ 

Bobolino Players disbanded fol- 
lowing close of Allentown summer 
season, 

Bea Wain (Mrs. Andre Baruch) 
defeated Mrs. Fred Waring in Shaw- 
nee invitation golf tournament. 


showman William Blu- 
propriftor of Ye Saylor’s 
Saylorsburg, admitted t 
Hospital 
Importance of 
SE season for the 
Aug. 27-30, at the Haubert 
Newfoundland. Williar 
Fletcher has been the director. 


Forme! 
menberg, 
y “+ 
i i at 
General 
Being Ey 
Berkley 


nest’ 

Plave- 

The- 
K 


Ci¢ 
ers 


atre 


Westport, Conn. 


By Humphrey Deulens 


Al Trahan at Cobbs Mill 
Reuben Maury) bound west 
John Fearnley back after summer 


dates, 

Alma Archer back from Lake 
Placid. 

Phyllis Brooks here. Diito Judy 
Graves. 

Carleton Smith in after Berkshire 
Festival 

Germaine Schnitzer housewarme 
ing her new farm. 

Geraldine Farrar motoring 
through eastern Canada. 


Country Playhouse darkened (25); 
earliest closing in history. 

Mary Luescher, daughter of jate 
Mark Luescher, will be married here 
Sept. 7 to Jervis Olson. 
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OBITUARIES 


DR, PAUL NIPKOW 

Dr. Paul Nipkow, 80, pioneer tele- 
vision inventor who conceived the 
idea of picture transmission more 
than 50 years ago, died of a heart at- 
tack Aug. 24 in Berlin. Observing 
his 80th birthday last Thursday (22), 
ha fell during the festivities. : 
moved to a hospital to examine his 
injuries more thoroughly, he fell vic- 
tim to a heart attack two days later 

Nipkow’s invention—a scanning 


dise which scrambled a picture at the | 
point of transmission and later re- | 
produced it at the receiving end— | 


was developed from an_ intensive 


study of the mechanical principles | 


of Bell's telephone. While he was 
granted a patent on his invention it 
became relatively unimportant when 
the cathode ray and vacuum tube 
later proved a much more practical 
means of transmitting pictures. 
However, Nipkow did lay the basic 
groundwork for _ television. He 
evolved a means for transmission of 


images before Marconi had even in- | 


in Commemoration of My Beloved 


Friend and Theatrical Mentor 


PAUL ARMSTRONG 


Who Passed Away Aug. 30, 1915 


BEN J. PIAZZA 





troduced wireless telegraphy. The 
elements of his invention made it 
possible to send a picture from Lon- 
don to New York in 1928. He passed 


most of his career as an .engineer | 


for a German ‘railway signal firm. 


In recognition of his efforts in tele- | 


vision, he was named honorary presi- 
dent of the television division of the 
Reich Chamber of Wireless some 
years ago. 





ROBERT W. BRAINE, JR. 


Robert W. Braine, Jr., 44, com- 
poser and onetime staff pianist for 
NBC, committed suicide Aug. 22 at 
his home in New York by inhaling 
illuminating gas. An autopsy de- 
termined the cause of death. 

Braine wrote scores of composi- 
tions, of which the best known was 
a symphonic suite entitled ‘SOS.’ 
First performed on the air by an 
orchestra conducted by Walter Dam- 
rosch in 1928, it sought to fuse into 
music the tension and suspense 
created in a radio station by the 
pickup of a distress signal. It wona 
fair degree of popularity. 

Born in Springfield, O., Braine was 
a graduate of the Cincinnati Con- 
servatory of Music and played the 
violin with the Cincinnati Symphony 
Orchestra as a student. Later he 
came to New York and joined NBC 
in 1929 as staff pianist and accom- 
panist. Among his other works were 
‘Song of Hiawatha,’ “The Raven’ and 
‘Concerto in Jazz.’ 

He leaves his widow, Hetty Haley, 
an actress, and two children, 
and Robert Braine, ITI. 

HILDA KEENAN 


Hilda Keenan, 


Re-| 


Blair 


49, divorced first 
wife of Ed Wynn, musical comedy| radio gave the city its first station | 


! known as Ferguson and Sunderland, 
died of a stomach ailment Sunday 
(25) in the French hospital, New 
| York. In recent years he had been 
|employed on the Federal Theatre 
| Project. 

Funeral services were held in N.Y. 
there. After a few years of stock under the auspices of the NVA, 

he came to the United States with a! 
| company headed by Lily Langtry. 
He was seen on Broadway in such! Edna Waldron, 27, screen actress, 
‘The Christian’ and ‘The! died Aug. 24, in Hollywood, as a re- 
‘Two Orphans.’ He had been inac-| sult of burns sustained in an attempt 
| tive in recent years. | to save the life of a child whose 
| Surviving are his widow, Kather-' clothing had been ignited by an ex- 
line, and a daughter, Mrs. Tanar_ plosion of cleaning fluid. 

| Holden, Trying to beat out the flames, Miss 
Waldron’'s own clothes took fire. 


ERNEST LAWRENCE THAYER | ~~ 

Ernest Lawrence Thayer, 77, au- EMILIE H. MILLER 
thor of ‘Casey at the Bat,’ died Aug.| Emilie Henning Miller, 47, concert 
21 in Santa Barbara, Cal., where he’ contralto and frequent broadcaster 
had lived for 26 years. |on radio programs from Schenectady 

Son of a wealthy woolen manu-| and Philadelphia, died at her home, 
facturing family in Massachusetts | Upper Darby, Pa., last week. Burial 
and graduate of Harvard, Thayer! was in Saratoga Springs, where she 
had a brief writing career on the was born. 

San Francisco Examiner, for which! Survivors include her 
jhe wrote ‘Casey’ in 1888. The lyric | two sisters and a brother. 
was taken up by De Wolf Hopper, | 
who recited it so many times on the | HERBERT oO. GLANTON. 
stage that it became a baseball) fyerbert O. Glanton. 
classic. ; E | showman and former manager of the 

Surviving are his widow, two ‘fivoli filmery, Huntington, Ind., died 
/nieces and two nephews. from a throat infection last week in 
Huntington. His wife died two 

MRS. STELLA QUALTERS | years ago. He broke into show biz 

Mrs. Stella Qualters, 48, showgirl | as an impersonator in his youth. 

| of the early ’20’s, died of a cerebral 
i hemorrhage in Receiving hospital, 
Detroit, Friday (23). Since 1923 she 
had made her home in Detroit with 
| her husband, Joseph Qualters, local 
radio tenor. 

Together with her sister-in-laws, 
Catherine (Pat) Qualters, Gertrude 
and Margaret Qualters, the four- 
some were in the ‘Ziegfeld Follies’ 
of ’20 and '21. In 1922, Mrs. Qualters 
| was in ‘The Passing Show.’ She 
| leaves her husband, her mother, Mrs. 
| Philomena Carpenter, anda brother, 
Joseph Carpenter. Burial in Detroit. 





EDNA WALDRON 


|plays as 

















BEN P. McCORMICK 
Ben P. McCormick, 60, exhibitor 
operating in Canon City and Flor- 
ence, Colo., and Hot Springs, N M., 
was killed when a plane which he 
recentiy bought crashed as he was 
soloing. 
Widow and: thTee sons survive. 
EUGENE A. PHALEN 
Eugene A. Phalen, 64, owner of the 
Allis theatre, Milwaukee, died Fri- 
day (23) at his home in West Allis, 
| Wis., where he was active in civic 
JOHN A. LOESCHE affairs and president of the fire and 
police commission for years. 








| John A. Loesche, 49, an assistant 
| director and producer for the Co- 
lumbia Broadcasting System, died | 
| Aug. 22 at his home in Palisades, | 
iN. J. He had been confined to his| Hollywood after a long illness. He 
|bed for several weeks with a par-| Was on the New York stage from 
pre Be geet 11905 until 1920, when he moved to 
A native of Newark, N. J., he was | the Coast to enter pictures. 

with the Thomas A. Edison Co. for; Sutvived by widow. 

24 years before joining CBS. He 
handled auditions for the Kate 
|Smith program some 10 years ago} 
|and in the past decade was program 
|producer for several of the larger; home in North Hollywood, Cal., fol- 
| CBS accounts. | lowing a long illness. 

| Widow, May M. Loesche, and a son,} He was a brother of Richard Tal- 
Paul, survive. | madge, screen director-actor, 


CARL A. STAHL JOHN W. LEWIS 
Carl A. Stahl, 55, an organizer and John W. Lewis, 51. orchestra 


manager of the first radio station in | leader from Texas. was found dead 
Terre Haute, Ind., the old WRPI,| in his automobile Aug. 20 in a can- 
| which was later reorganized and re- |} yon near Los Angeles. 


| Police called it suicide by carbon 
Charles B. Dillingham 


monoxide. 
Aug. 30, 1934 


| “Gone, but not 





ETHAN ALLEN 
Ethan Allen, 58, died Aug. 21 in 


ALBERT METZ 
Albert Metz, 54, retired stage and 
screen actor, died Aug. 20 at his 


-_—_——_. 


VIRGIL OLIVER STAMPS 

Virgil Oliver Stamps, 48, died Aug. 
19 of a heart ailment in Dallas. 

Deceased was leader of the Stamps 
Quartet, heard over radio stations 
throughout the southwest and sev- 
eral border stations in Mexico. 
named WBOW, died at his home re- | anemones 
cently in that city following a six-! Henry Leid, 62, chief mechanical 
| week illness. ;} engineer of Loew’s Theatres and for 

One of the leading industrial lead- | 14 years a member of the Loew con- 
ers of the city, his enthusiasm for | struction staff, died of a heart attack 
Aug. 22 in New York. Funeral serv- 


forgotten” 


R. H. B. 





comedian, and member of a family! when he and Dr. Carl Wischmeyer, | ices were held Saturday (24) from 


long prominent in vaudeville, 
Aug. 20 in the Medical Arts Hospital 


New York, after a lingering illness. 
Miss Keenan, a graduate of Welles- 
ley College, broke into vaudeville in 


a comedy sketch called 
which debuted at the 
N. Y., in 1911. 


‘Sarah, 


ard Veiller’s ‘Within the Law’ with 
the late Margaret Ilington. 
wed Wynn in 1914. 
her son, Keenan Wynn, an actor and 
dancer, and a sister, Mrs. Frank An- 
derson, of Hollywood. 





SAM K. FRIED 

Sam K. Fried, 55, veteran vaude 
performer who chiefly played in dra- 
matic sketches and playlets. died of 
jaundice Monday (26) at the French 
hospital, New York. 

He once appeared with Julia Ar- 
thur & Co. Funeral services were 
held under the auspices of the NVA 
in N. Y. 





GEORGE S. STEVENS 
George S. Stevens, 80, veteran 
actor who once appeared with Sir 
Henry Irving and Ellen Terry, died 
Aug. 20 at the Bushwick hospital, 
Brooklyn. His real name was George 
S. Chapple. 
Born in 
his career at the Lyceum 


London, Stevens started 
theatre 


died 


Orpheum, 
She was the daughter 
of Frank Keenan, veteran vaude per- 
former, with whom she also played. 

Miss Keenan was also seen in Bay-'! 


She 
Surviving are! a series of racetrack 


of Rose Polytechnic Institute, worked 


his home in Yonkers, N. Y. 
_| together in perfecting the old WRPI 


station, Dr. Elias Gluskin, father of Lud 

Ss ee Gluskin, CBS musical director in 

; JAMES QUINN Hollywood, died Aug 23 at his 
James Quinn, 55, veteran screen Brooklyn, N. Y.. home 
character actor; died Aug. 22 at his s ins 


home in Hollywood. Survived by 
widow and two sons, James, Jr., and 
Louis. 

Deceased quit the stage for Holly- 
wood in 1919. Five years later he 
was featured with Billie Sullivan in 
pictures made 


Mrs. J. M. Simpson, 52, mother of 
Stark Bishop, actor, died Aug. 19 in 
Hollywood j 


Mother of John Reber, J. Walter 
Thompson agency’s radio head, died 








by Universal. Ill health . recently; 4U8. 22 at her home in New York. 
forced him out of the race for a seat yee 
in the California legislature. He was Father, 67, of Fran Striker, "Lone 
stricken while working in Metro’s' Ranger’ author, died Aug. 18 in Buf- 
| ‘Little Nancy Kelly.’ | falo. ; 

} 


SHIRLEY DE ME 


Shirley De Mg,42, legit.performer,,,, ..ICE. RINK. BANKRJPT.., ... 


died in Petoskey, Mich., Aug. 18 fol- | Los Angeles, Aug. 27. 
lowing an abdominal operation. Be-| Hollywood Amusements’ Corp., 
\fore she became ill she was in the which has operated an outdoor ice 
cast of ‘Life With Father’ at the rink in Westwood Village (suburb) 
Blackstone, Chicago. | tor past year, has gone into volun- 
She appeared in numerous stock | tary bankruptcy. 
;companies and had played vaude; Concern lists debts 
|with Bert Lytell. Appeared in New| assets totalling $50,099. 
York’s ‘Old Maid,’ ‘Star Wagon,’ 
| ‘Conra,’ ete. 
| Widower, John Ravold, and sister 
survive. Burial in St. Louis. Philly, houseband, and Eddie De- 
Lange, bandleader, have collaborated 
DICK FERGUSON ion a new tune, ‘I Reached Too High,’ 
Dick Ferguson, 58, who appeared | being published by G-Z Arts Musical 
in vaude in a song-and-dance act’ Arts Co. 








husband, | 


65, veteran | 


of $113,668, | 


Martin Gabowitz, pianist in KYW, | 





Literati 








Stage Mag Bows With Nov. Issue 


New Stage mag monthly starts 
| publication with the November issue, 
due on the stands on or about Oct. 
28. Alexander Ince, formerly a legit 
and film producer and a publisher in 
Budapest and repres itative for Gil- 
bert Miller on the continent, is pub- 
lisher. Alexander King, formerly 
| with Life mag, is editor. Each issue 
will contain the complete text of a 
| current Broadway hit (first will be 
‘The Man Who Came to Dinner’), 
; plus various devartments and arti- 
‘cles contributed by theatrical names. 
| Mag will have correspondents ‘in 
ithe leading road cities and will de- 
| vote space to little theatres and new 
talent on Broadway. Will sell for 
25c. an issue. Old Stage mag folded 
|about a year ago. 

Ince was Incze Sander in Hungary. 








Editor Appeals for Release 


Thomas FE, Thorpe, formerly pub- 
lisher of the Ohio Indicator at Troy, 
O., has filed a plea with the Ohio 
Supreme Court for release from the 
London Prison Farm where he is 
serving a two to five-year sentence 
, for criminal libel. 


! 
| 


Thorpe’s conviction followed pub- | 


jlication of a story in which he 
{charged that Cletus Roetzel, Akron 
| attorney, exerted pressure on the 
|Works Progress Administration to 
|have a road paved to his Portage 
|'Lakes home. He was sentenced on 
Oct. 2, 1936. 


——— 


14 Oboler Radio Plays in Book 


Fourteen of the best-known radio 
| plays of Arch Oboler have been col- 
| lected by Random House and will be 


| published in book form next month. 


| They will be preceded by an intro- | 


ductory chapter by Oboler entitled, 
i‘The Art of Radio Writing,’ and a 
foreword by Lewis Titterton of NBC. 


Bennett Serf, Random House prez, 
is also making another stab into the 
radio field. He'll publish the 1941 
edition of ‘Information Please,’ con- 
taining 50 quizzes. It'll have a fore- 
word by the radio show’s board of 
experts. 


Beth Brown on Wax 

Beth Brown, authoress, will have 
some of her works. transmuted 
into the wax via a series of Decca 
record albums. Frank Luther will 
narrate the first, ‘The Adventures of 
Minnie, the Tired Trolley Car,’ pub- 
lished by Doubleday and reprinted in 
the Macmiilan Anthology of best 
short stories of the year. 

Miss Brown’s second album will 
be ‘Busybody’ Bros.,’ followed by 
others, 


—_——— 


LITERATI OBITS 


Henry O’Keefe, 62, sports editor 
of the Fitchburg (N. Y.) Sentinel. 
died in that city Aug. 20. He had 
been a Sentinel employe for more 
than 35 years. 

William Elwood Hazen, 68, founder 
of the Sharon (Pa.) Daily Telegraph 
and former industrial editor of the 
Wall Street Journal, died Aug. 21 
after a brief illness at his home in 
Norfolk, Conn. 

Thomas M. Whiteman, 63, publisher 
and editor of the Latrobe (Pa.) Daily 
Bulletin, died suddenly at his home 
there Aug. 22 Whiteman founded 
| the paper in 1902. 

CHATTER 

Lillian Barkley sold her 
| ‘Three Brothers,’ to Lippincott. 

Jack Lait, editor of the New York 
Mirror, is in Hollywood for a 
month’s stay. 


novel, 


Joe Cumminskey, sports editor of 
PM, in the N. Y. Eye and Ear In- 
firmary with a strep infection. 

Stefan came to the 
U. § several weeks 
ago, has departed on a lecture tour 
of South America. 

Mildred Cram 


who 
Europe 


Zweig, 
from 


sold ‘Rattlesnake 


| Under the Beet-Top’ to the Saturday | 


| Evening Post, and ‘No Honeymoon’ 

| to Good Housekeeping. 

|“ The‘ Prairie’ Farmer; farm trade 
publication, celebrates its 100th an- 
niversary with an Historical Cen- 

| tennial Number next Jan. 11, 

| Mickel Novak, former Hal Roach 


| Sscripter, has started a new Holly-| 


wood column in the Philadelphia 
| Bulletin, which plans its syndication. 
| New York Post has added a 
| Saturday column on popular music. 
/It's done by Michael .Levin, who 
| writes similar pillars for the Boston 
| Globe, Cleveland News and the ‘Har- 
vard Crimson (undergraduate daily ). 
| Dick O’Brien has resigned from 
i the N. Y. Times to join the publicity 


division on the Republican campaign 
which is headed by Clarence Bud- 
ington Kelland. On the Times 11 
years, O’Brien was assistant radio 
editor at the time he left. 





Lily Langtry 
Continued from page 1___ 


who cabled that ‘Langtry’s 200 citi- 
zens would be god-parents to you 
(Lady Ivan) and Lady Mary Bartlesg 
of London. Our Judge Roy Bean, 
who was the ‘Law West of the 
Pecos’ named the town in honor of 
your beautiful mother and he would 
have wanted us to offer refuge to 
the daughters of the actress he so 
admired.’ 

Judge Bean never met the actress 
but kept an active correspondence 
‘with her. It was said that the walls 
of the famed saloon where the Judge 
'dealt out his legal decisions were 
| virtually covered with her pictures. 
When’ Lily Langtry came to this 
, country in 1905 she stopped her 
| transcontinental train for a 10-min- 
| ute visit here with the Judge but he 
| had died two years before. 

The famous saloon and courtroom, 
{named the Jersey Lily, today is a 
} state museum. 











MARRIAGES 


Dawn Rolland to Charles Wright, 
in New York, Aug. 15. Bride is a 
dancer; he’s bandleader at the Stork 
Club, N. Y. 


| Nathalie Hall to Theodore Jones, 
Aug. 20, at Haverhill, Mass. Groom 
'is actor-son of Maryverne Jones, 
|manager of Starlight theatre, Pawl- 
ing, N.Y.: bride, non-pro, not to be 
|confused with Natalie Hall, prima 

| Marcelle Rogez to Wesley Ruggles, 
|in Las Vegas, Nev., Aug. 17. Bride 
is a French film actress; groom is a 
producer-director at Columbia 





| Jean Edwards to Harlan Hobbs, in 
| Hollywood, Aug. 17. Groom is Voco 
| Productions’ publicity director; bride 
ig secretary to actress Gail Patrick 

Angela Coidan Mulinos to David 
Clarke, Aug. 14, in Los Angeles. 
Bride is film actress; groom is stage 
player. 


Mildred Stern to Mac Benoff, in 
|New York, Aug. 23. He’s a radio 
writer. 


Marjorie Hall to Walter A. Brown, 
iin Calgary, Alberta, Canada, Aug 
110. She was sec to plant manager D. 
| A. Myer of WBZ, Boston; he’s gen- 
leral manager of Boston Garden. 


| Barbara Denny to James Simmons 
in Los Angeles, Aug. 25. Bride Is 
screen actress and daughter of film 
lactor Reginald Denny; groom Is a 


| scribe on the L. A. Examiner. 


Kay St. Germain to Jack Carlson, 
in Los Angeles, Aug. 21. Bride is a 
radio singer; groom’s a screen actor 

Eddie Fitzger- 
Aug. 24. Bride 
Voceo & Conn 


Irene Neubauer te 
ald, in New York, 
is with Bregman, 
music publisher. 


Carol Wyman to Otto Kornthuer, 
in Port Chester, N. Y., Aug. 24. He’s 
with the engineering staff of WHN, 


N; Ys 
Marie Morris to Robert Johnson, 
| in Miami, Aug. 17. He’s drama critic 
of the Memphis Press-Scimitar. 
Dorothy Weldon to George 
Rogers, in Tia Juana, Aug. 24. Both 


with Rogers Dancers, stage and nit- 
ery act 

Eugene ,Werner to Campbell Mei- 
keljohn, in Glendale, Cal., Aug. 24 


He's Paramount caste! 


BIRTHS 


Mr. and Mrs. Donald S. Steinfirst, 
twins (boy and girl), in Pittsburgh 
Aug. 22 Father’s critic for 
Post-Gazette there. 

Mr. and Mrs. Harry Browarsky 
daughter, in Pittsburgh, Aug. 19. 
Father’s a Pitt. film theatre owner. 

Mr. and Mrs. Howard Price, son, 
|in Pittsburgh, Aug. 21. Father's a 
| Pittsburgh radio singer, ee 

Mr. and Mrs. Johnny’ Broderick, 
| daughter, in Detroit, Aug. 26. Mother 
lis Charlotte Arren, who, with het 
|husband form the vaude act of Ac- 
ren and Broderick. 

Mr. and Mrs. Barton Kreuzer, son, 
'in Hollywood, Aug. 26. Father is 
| RCA Coast recording head. 

Mr. and Mrs. Robert Brewster, 
daughter, in Los Angeles, Aug. 26 
Father is producer of Kraft Music 
Hall radio show. 

Mr. and Mrs. James Hurlbut, son, 
in Washington, Aug. 24. Father is 
'on the news staff of WJSV, Wash- 
| ington. 


music 
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made, have suddenly come to a 
realization that such is far from the 
truth. Because’ of the success of 
newcomers lassoed in spasmodic 


raids on their own writer and actor 
divisions and On radio and little 
theatres in recent months, cellu- 


loidia’s top men have determined to 
inaugurate organized forays into 


those fields, hopeful of even heavier | 


hauls. 

Present activity in the drive to 
swell Hollywood's piloting ranks is 
motivated by a twofold purpose, (1) 
eagerness of producers to get away 
from stereotyped directorial slants, 
and (2) unburden the biz of the 
high salaries now demanded by 
established topflight pilots, which, 
eccording to studio cash box custo- 
dians, are out of line with modern 
revenues, ~ 

How Sturges Got a Start 

Heralded in major circles as the 
1940 director ‘finds’ are Paramount's 
Preston Sturges, Warners’ 
Bernhardt, 20th-Fox’s Irving Pichel 
and Shepard Traube and RKO’'s 
Frank Woodruff, Irving Reis and 
Edward Killy. Now being poised for 
a start in the race is W. Zolly 
Lerner, who has been directing for 
the Resident theatre, Kansgs City, 
and who has just been brought to 
Hollywood by 20th-Fox, which will 
give him a six months’ production 
prep course before handing him a 
director assignment. 


Break for New Directors 


Continued from page 3 


Kurt |} 








'pictures. Since he has directed 
| RKO’s ‘Curtain Call,’ ‘Cross-Country 
| Romance’ and ‘Wildcat Bus.’ 


' tor, detoured through Par as a 
writer before hitching on as a direc- 
| tor for RKO, where he has done 
,‘One Crowded Night’ and ‘I'm Still 
Alive.’ 
| Killy was long an assistant direc- 
tor in the studios before the way to 
a directorship opened for him when 
illness overtook his superior, provid- 
ing him with an opening. Fate had 
| Steered him to RKO, where he was 
, aide to director David Howard on 
| the George O'Brien westerns. How- 


ard suffered a stroke on the eve Of | 


starting O'Brien's 


_brusher, Killy was picked as pilot on 
the new Tim Holt series, for which 
he has completed ‘Wagon Train’ and 
is now filming ‘The Fargo Kid.’ 
Warners lifted Terry Morse and 
,Noel Smith from the cutting-rooms 


two vears ago. They, too, have made} 


the grade as directors. Hugh Ben- 
nett, veteran Par cutter, Jost out on 
his big moment. when. after being 
selected to direct ‘The Biscuit’Eater, 
he suffered a heart attack, and was 
forced to give way to Stuart Heisler, 
jformer Samuel Goldwyn location 
| director, who won a Par directorial 
‘contract as a result. With the shut- 
jtering of its B picture department, 


Reis, | 
|former successful air scripter-direc- | 


‘Stage to Chino,’| 
and Killy took over. When O'Brien's | 
deal washed up after one more sage- | 


Former filnttte Redgrave, now a 
legit-er via West End appearances 
with ‘Beggar’s Opera’ and current 
‘Thunder Rock,’ seemed hazarding 
something of a quick skip into the 
specialized dramatic realm. If he 
wasn’t aware of it then critical lis- 
jteners would be—and Shakespeare's 
aimed at critical listeners. 


} — 





‘SATURDAY SERENADE’ 

With Shea’s Buffalo Theatre Orch., 
Meyer Balsom 

30 Mins. 

Sustaining 

Saturdays, 7:30 p.m. 

WERBR, Buffalo 


Neat combination of pop and semi- ; 


serious stuff is served up weekly by 
pit band from Shea's Buffalo theatre 
mezzanine. Harry Slick, batoning 
session Saturday (24), ran the gamut 
from ‘Adios, Muchachos’ to hit list. 
|His selection was ample to swing 


|spotlight from broad-sweeping fid- 
dies to high hot trumpeting by 
Americo Bono, who, as Richard 


Bono, gave up his own band a few 
months back. 

Meyer Balsom, in deep bass voice, 
gave up nice ‘Sierra Sue.’ and Norm 
Wullen added fancy piano fingering. 
| Series once lacked both imagination 
/and production, but that’s since been 
| changed. Program caught followed a 
nice pace, with a Cal Janis-arranged 
medley as a pop tidbit. 


| 
| 
} 
| 
| 
! 
' 


‘TODAY'S CHILDREN’ 


> Transcription 


| PERCIL 
M.-T.-W., 7:45 p.m. 
2 GB, Sydney 


| Directed by Harvey Adams, for- | 


|mer Williamson-Tait legiter, this 


|} one may catch a few family ears on | 


thrice-weekly = schedule. There's 


Although company heads are mak-| Par dropped director Edward Dym-/| nothing new in presentation; acting 
ing no secret of their roundup of |tryk, who.also had come up from| is so-so, and the entire layout doesn’t 


director possibilities, they sometimes 
make it difficult for candidates for 
such berths to get an opportunity. 
Outstanding example of this is 
Sturges, to whom Par biggies now 
listen with eager ears, but who had 
to sell those same higher-ups the 
original story for ‘The Great Mc- 
Ginty’ for $10 before his claims that 


he had directorial ability even got a/that he be sent back to his former | 
after authoring ' 


hearing. Sturges, 
and stage-managing several legiters, 
crashed the films as a writer, op- 
timistic that someone would offer 
him a pilot's seat. 

When, after several years of turn- 
ing out successful screen plays. 
openings toward direction failed to 
come his way, he propositioned Par 
with the gift of the ‘McGinty’ orig- 
inal and screenplay in return for 
permission to pilot the vehicle. 

Sturges now has a contract calling 
for his services as a director-writer, 
and since ‘McGinty’ he has wrapped 
up another feature, ‘Something to 
Shout About,’ for which he did the 
orig 
He is now working on the script for 
his third as a pilot, ‘Lady Eve.’ 

Bernhardt Seen As Gamble 

Bernhardt, aduate of the Ger- 
man film factories, where he had 
both produced and directed, was 
around Hollywood for more than a 
year, before he ‘got his American 
‘break,’ direction of ‘My Love Came 
Back. Burbank powers looked upon 
the whole thing as pretty much of a 
gamble until the critics were heard 
from, after which Bernhardt became 


OY 


the fair-haired lad, with direction of 
Miriam Hopkins in ‘The Lady With 
Red Hair’ as his second effort. He, 
too, now has a term pact. 

Irving Pichel had been a legit 


thesp and director: had even guided 
me Hollywood ‘quickies,’ but the 
more important Hellywood studios 
saw him only as an actor. That was 
until a little outfit named Cathedral 


>¢ 


Films made a_ $110,000-budgeteer 
titled ‘The Great Commandment,’ 


which Pichel directed, with 20th-Fox 


buying the finished negative for 
around $200.000 Included in the 
deal was Pichel, who has since 
guided ‘The Man I Married’ for the 
Westwood lot, and who is now 


handling the same company’s ‘Hud- 
son's Bav”’ 

Traube, also a new monicker on 
the 20th-Fox directorial roster, has 
shown he has what it takes to make 
a pilot, aithough his start under 
Darryl Zanuck has not been 
as auspicious as that of Pichel. 
Traube had done some legit direct- 
ing in the east before coming to 
Hollywood, where he plucked off the 
piloting reins on a pair of pictures 
carrying six-day shooting skeds. Next 


he became a production assistant at. 


Republic, where he also did some 
writing. He landed his 20th-Fox 
deal when he sold producer Lucien 
Hubbard on the idea that he was 
familiar with the script for ‘Street 
of Memories,’ on which he had ‘sat 
in’ with the writers. 
Two Brought From Radio 
Woodruff and Reis crashed 
film directorial gates via radio writ- 
ing and direction. 
the former had piloted the most im- 
portant screen personalities on the 
Lux Theatre of the Air show, mean- 
while struggling for a foothold in 


nal and script as well as direct. | 


the. 


For five years, 


the editor ranks. 

| Not all cutters want to be direc- 
itors, though. There's the strange 
‘ease of Otho Lovering, who now 
‘carries the title of editorial assistant 
| to Walter Wanger. 

Plucked from the cutting-rooms by 
Par half a decade ago, Lovering 
|piloted a few films, then requested 


spot. Asked why. he said: 
| ‘I'd rather have lesser job in mak- 
ing an outstanding feature than be 
the whole cheese on a B.’ 





Radio Previews 


Continued from page 30 


knowledgeable can now go out and 
| pass the standard down the line. 
| Henry Ainley’s reading of the 
Chorus aided in the success. Clothed 
|}in thesp’s dramatic tones, subject 
matter seemed to take on especial 
| spirit, even above its wordage. His 
was brunt of the ethering, 
piece developed with little actual 
dialog: the few instances being 
capably handled for character and 
impact. 

Much of Hardy's phrasing carried 
that ring of present-day application, 
peculiarly apt in the political in- 
trigue and public lethargy back of 


eventual defeat of Napoleon's threat- | 


ered invasion, and the line on Eng- 


land ‘saving Europe by her ex- 
ample.’ 
FREDERICK T. BIRCHALL 
Talk (Transcription) 
10 Mins. 
BBC, London 
Anti-Hitler spiel was waxed 


at time of its Canadian airing and 
shipped here. A staff correspondent 
of N. Y. Times, Birchall was previ- 
ously located in Europe. He appar- 
ently had a personal acquaintance 
with Hitler. 

Sparing nothing in his blast, listen- 
ers were treated to_a door-mat rib- 
bing of the dictator and his aides. 
For any who might have wondered 
what a Yank was up to, Birchall 
spoke effectively of his continuance 
as a British subject after 40 years in 
America. Thus he spoke as a: Brit- 
isher ‘flayving the decadence and des- 
potism of a gangster entourage.’ 

He revealed some telling dope on 
behind-the-scenes Nazi acts, gatheved 


quite | 


as Berlin correspondent, then ap- 
plied it—none too politely—to Hit- 
jer’s recent peace offer. For punchi- 
ness, spiel hasn't been equaled on 
this side. 

‘LOVE AT ARMS’ 

|Edith Evans and Michael Redgrave 


Dramatic 
40 Mins. 
BBC, London 

BBC-itis again broke out in this— 
too much of too gocod a thing. No 
| matter what the thesps’ professional 


their own with such selective 
material as Shakespeare and Con- 
/greve was bound to run them out. 
| Halving it would have meant a prize 


on 


airing: this overtime fault’s worse 
than a habit with dramatic pro- 
ducers. 

Show aired around ‘As You Like 


It, ‘Much Ado.’ ang Congreve’s ‘Way 
of the World’—treating the love 
duels of the pairs concerned. 
Evans held superbly to the triple 
characterization callee for, bui that 
irunning-time got her in the final 
piece and sent her pitch fiuttery. 


since | 


standing, 40 minutes over the air and | 


Edith | 


| stand a chance outside this sector. 
Just a yarn about children of to- 
day, or maybe yesterday. Smacks 
, very much of British twopenny 
{novels popular with a certain class, 
but far removed from the masses 
‘in genuine appeal. Sponsors may, 
|or may not, be successful in getting 
{their sales chatter into the right 
| quarters, 
Governmental nix on US. 
| to conserve dollar exchange is pav- 
jing the way for homebrewers to 
crash into the market nowadays, but 
better programs will] have to be laid 
out if the idea is to be successful. 


Rick. 

| JACK BUCHANAN 
| ‘Monte Carlo’ 
| With Maggie Teyte 
|6@ Mins. 
| BBC, London 

Ether version of this one-time 
|Lubitsch hit, although difficult to 


j}follow as a scripting job, still pro- 
vided its star with something he 
hasn't had in a long time—a vehicle. 
‘Monte Carlo’ repeated its medicine 
for Buchanan; after this he might 
|try buying up those recordings 
| where he ‘whispers’ and go his 
future vocaling as et this airing. 
| On occasions only the engineers kept 
him from topping Maggie Teyte, who 


sopranoed the Jeannette Macdonald 
role. 

Production was handled at nice 
pace, although it’s never a safe bet 


that these adaptations of filmusicals 


are sound fare for radio For the 
listener they tend to drag, and the 
visio angle hard to put over, 





Strawhats 


Continued from page 2 





that it would have necessitated too 
many changes to make it practical 
although it still may sell. If any of 
| the three shows now in tryout shows 
possibility at all, it is fairly certain 
| it will be snapped ug 

Other important openings from a 
motion picture viewpoint are Sam- 
son Raphaelson’s ‘In My Opinion’ at 
Stockbridge, Mass., next Monday (2); 
‘Out of the Frying Pan,’ Franci 
Swann, which opened at the Hilltop 
theatre, Ellicott City, Md., last night 


I Vv 


(Tuesdav): ‘Fledgling.’ a dramatiza- 
tion by Eleanor Carrol] Chilton a: 

Philip Lewis of the former’s novel 
‘Follow the Furies,’ which openec 
last night at Rye Beach, N. H., and 
‘The Big Story’ by Alan Cranston 
and Lee Falk, which will open on 
a date still undecided at Maplewood, 
N. J 


Single buy this season has been 
‘Four Cheers for Mother,’ a comedy 


by Philip Dunning and L. G. Ligh- 
ton, for which Warner Bros. paid 
$10,000. It tried out at the Red 


Barn theatre, Locust Valley, L. I. 
Activity on several plays which 
Paramount has its glims on—as well 
!as on other story material. including 
novels and ocoriginals—may be ex- 
pected this week with arrival from 


the Coast of Y. Frank Freeman, v.p. 
in charge of production. One of 
principal reasons for Freeman's 
visit, it is understood, is to go over 


a flock of these potentia] properties 
which have piled up on the desks 
of Richard Mealand, eastern story 
ed, and John Byram, head of the 
play department. 


waxers 











othy Parker, persisted the reporters; 
}what did she look like, was she tall 


or short? 
‘I don’t know if it was Dorothy 
Parker or not, but I do know .she 


was wearing the goshdangiest look- 
ing outfit I've ever seen.’ 

Chorused the reporters: ‘That was 
Dorothy Parker all right.’ 
First Hop 

No Red himself, but seeing red, 
Jimmy Cagney set out on his first 
Pair journey Monday (19) on the 
| TWA 4-motor job, so anxious was he 
'to reach California and yell his in- 
|nocence of the Communist label for 
|Rep. Martin Dies. Cagney had been 
| vacationing at Martha’s Vineyard, 
Mass., when he interrupted to testify 
'for the Dies committee. At La- 
Guardia Field, he told reporters he 
had made an agreement with his 
‘wife a long time ago never to fly 
unless she was with him. ‘Time went! 
on, as it always does,’ said the actor 
with a grin. ‘Finally it dawned on 
,me that I'd been outsmarted. My 
wife never intended to fly, and so I 
never would be able to either. This 
damned repetition of me being tied 
,;up with the Reds got us both so mad, 
she told me I could take a plane out 
to the Coast and testify so as to end 
| these nasty insinuations for good.’ 

Scramble 


Bob Taplinger hustied back to 
Warners on the same plane and 
| George Jesse] was another passenger, 
‘although he narrowly missed miss- | 
‘ing it. Jessel had cancelled the res- | 
'ervation he originally held, and then 
‘his studio had applied for a seat for | 
‘him, at the usual] scrip discount. | 
| With a waiting list of 40, TWA had 
jalready disposed of the seat Jessel 
gave up, and had to scramble to find | 
room aboard for him. Alfred Wal- 
_lenstein joined the statoliner lists 
Tuesday (20). 
| Milton Berle came Lochinvaring 
out of the west on an American air- | 
liner Thursday night. Elliott Roose- 
velt hopped AA Friday night to 
Forth Worth and Juan Trippe, Pan- 
Am prexy, continued on the same 
plane to L.A. for his jump-off on 
Pan-Am’s official inspection flight to 
New Zealand. 

George J. Schaefer, Jr., 23-year-old 
son of the head of RKO—Radio Pic- 
tures, climbed into the stratoline 
Friday night embittered over the im- 
minent end of his career in the 
idustry before it begins. He gradu- 
ated from Princeton this June, spent 


in- 


a few weeks in R.O.T.C. camp up- 
state, and expects to be called for 
lactive service any time. He wants 
to go into the business end of the 


celluloid biz, ‘but I don't know when 
I can get started.’ 

Irving Berlin shook Manhattan 
dust from his patent leathers Wednes- 
day night. He went to L. A. by 
TWA. 

Nat Benchley, son of Bob, and his 
beautiful wife were at Gate 10 
promptly at 11:30 the other morning 


The Worcester writer-humorist- 
critic-actor had dropped a line a 
week before saying he’d be coming 


in on the stratoline! ‘Something 
happened, I guess, but that’s not un- 
usual,’ opined young Benchley as his 
father failed to show up. 
Benny Geedman Fit 

Looking as healthy as a sun-wor- 
shipper just home from a Caribbean 
cruise, Benny Goodman arrived Fri- 


day from the Coast. Protected by 
TWA’s greeter, Goodman who 
wanted no publicity was carefully 


ignored by the Press Room 


Lady Mendl, the former Elsie De 
Wolfe, is undergoing a 10-day rest 
cure under care of Dr. Hauser in 
L. A.. ‘because I'm not feeling tip- 
top.’ as she said before boarding the 
California plane She was accom- 
panied by a Miss Douglas, her secre- 
tary After the rest period, Lady 
Mend! will go to Pickfair for a \ 


She denied that she was planning a 
trip Nassau to supervise the re- 
decorating of the home of the Wind- 
‘Remember the Duchess 


te 


is one 


sors. 
of the world’s best interior decora- 
tors.’ she said. ‘Her taste is ex- 


quisite.’ 

Gerald Freeman, managing direc- 
tor of the Anglo-American Film 
'Corp., Ltd., of London, hopped for | 
home on the Clipper Friday after- 
noon with nine other passengers 
Freeman had been in New York! 
more than three months arranging 
for the distribution of two films. 
They are ‘Contraband’ starring Con- 
rad Veidt, and ‘Gas Light’ starring 
Diana Wynyard. 

With a little 24-hour slipup on the 
calendar, LaGuardia Field might 
have been the scene of the settlement 
of the dispute over instrumental] solo- 
ists that now has the AFM and the 
entertainment worid in dither. 
The two le aders in the wrangle were 

‘ s ‘ ; 


a 


Show People On Wing 
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on precisely the same spot of pave- 
ment at the field, one having just 
landed and the other making ready 
to depart, but they were a day apart. 


Lawrence Tibbett, head of the 
American Guild of Musical Artists. 
flew in by TWA stratoliner Thurs- 
day (22), after gaining the support 


of the Screen Actors Guild in Cali- 
fornia. On Friday (23), James Pe- 
trillo, AFM head, boarded the strato- 
liner for Chicago. Petrillo told re- 
porters he did not want to talk about 
the jurisdictional fight until after he 
had seen Tibbett. He said he ex- 
pected to confer with the singer the 
middle of this week. 

He held out hope that there will 
not be any sudden tieup on Sept. 2, 
his deadline, by declining to state 
firmly, when asked, that he would 
resist delays. Petrillo was more will- 
ing to talk about his weekend activi- 
ties in Chicago. He said he was to 
stage his regular Grand Park open- 
air concerts for the benefit of news- 
reels ‘that will be shown all over the 
country.’ He was to fly back to New 
York Monday. 
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board of the old company, and 
Francis Altstock. personal financial 
adviser to Whitney. It’s understood 
it will serve for two years. 

Lowell Calvert Out 


Major member of the personne! of 
S-I to be let out as result of the 
changes is Lowell V. Calvert, sales 
manager, who it is understood, will 
be released after liquidation of pres- 
ent exhibition contracts. Widely- 
known and respected in the industry 
for many years, Calvert, however, 
was a Whitney appointee and he and 
Selznick never were close. 

Remaining with the new Selznick 
outfit will be Daniel T. O'Shea, v.p. 
of S-I who will serve as general 
manager; Kay Brown, eastern story 
editor (who purchased ‘GWTW’ and 
‘Rebecca’ for Selznick), and Val 
Lewton, Coast production exec. 

During the liquidation, E. L. Sean- 
lon, S-I treasurer, will serve as fiscal 
agent on the Coast, acting in coop- 
eration with Raymond A. Klune, 
company’s production manager, 
Leonard R. Case, former assistant 
treasurer, will serve as fiscal agent 
in the east. 

Principal S-I stockholders were 
Whitney, Selznick, C. V. Whitney, 
Myron Selznick, Mrs. Charles S. Paye 
son, Norma Shearer, Robert Lehman 
and John Hertz. Their entire sub- 
scribed investment of $2,900,000 was 


represented by debentures, which 
have been retired in full, together 
with annual interest at 6%. Com- 
pany’s financing beyond this was 


done through bank loans, all of which 
have been repaid in full, according 
to the dissolution statement. 
Resumes in Mid-Winter 
Selznick declared he has not 
decided on the two stories to be n 


vet 
ade 


for UA. There is no time limit with- 
in which these pictures must be pro- 
duced, but they cannot go to any 
other company than UA. Selznick 


told VARIETY two weeks ago that he 
will probably start on the first in 
mid-winter, 

Statement by Nick Schenck on the 
Selznick switch declared ‘l have 
read of the liquidation of Selznick 
International Pictures and the forma- 
tion of David O. Selznick Produce 
tions, Inc. I wish Mr. Selznick 
cess. He has shown great creative 
ability, evidenced by ‘Gone With 
the Wind,’ and I look forward to a 
continuation of this quality in future 
productions.’ 


£uce- 


as 


Selznick served his apprenticeship 
in the picture industry under his fa- 
ther, Lewis J. Selznick, who died in 
1933. After several years in films, 


he joined Metro as assistant story ed- 


itor, becoming an assistant producer 
and associate producer of westerns 
He went to Paramount as head of 


the writers’ department, stepping up 
to associate producer and executive 
assistant to the g.m. He joined 
RKO-Radio in 1931 as exec v.p. in 
charge of production, and left to be- 
come a producer and later v.p. of 
Metro, 


METRO STAR-STUDS SHORT 
Hollywood, Aug. 27. 
While Mary Treen and Sally Payne 
will topline Metro’s miniature, “Roe 
deo Dough,’ they'll have a supporte 
ing cast made up of dozens of name 
personalities. 
Briefie, which is woven around the 
annual Palm Springs rodeo, will 
carry clips showing the stars on the 


sidelines 


ie | 
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EVERY WEDNESDAY NIGHT 


NBC Red Network — 10 to 11 P. M. (E.D.S.T.) 


for LUCKY STRIKE CIGARETTES 
—on records — 


for 


COLUMBIA RECORDING COMPANY 








—on the screen — 
_NOW IN PRODUCTION WITH 
TT" Peter Lorre-- Boris Karloff:- Bela Lugosi 
7 Helen Parrish - Dennis O’Keefe - Alma Kruger 


HIS ORCHESTRA in “YOU'LL FIND OUT” 


and his Produced and directed by DAVID BUTLER 
COLLEGE of MUSICAL KNOWLEDGE . 
with — Iu Person — 
Ginny Simms: “Ish Kabibble” OPENING Early in OCTOBER for Limited Engagement 
Harry Babbitt - Sully Mason EMPIRE ROOM 





Lyman Gandee Waldorf-Astoria Hotel — New York City 


Exclusive Management 


‘MUSIC CORPORATION OF AMERICA 


LONDON « NEW YORK « CHICAGO ¢ SAN FRANCISCO © BEVERLY HILLS * CLEVELAND « DALLAS 


EACH OFFICE A COMPLETE UNIT IN ITSELF 
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